
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
   
 

McCormick, James Cleveland 
1884 PA – 1938 PA 
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James Cleveland McCormick – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 9 Feb 1918 p 8 
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PA, WWI military record - 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1052-

02680?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1580869  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSDX-F5W2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1052-02680?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1580869
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_1521003238_1052-02680?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1580869
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSDX-F5W2
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(article continues) 
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James’s daughter Victoria Blanchard McCormick was born 2 Feb 1918, three days before the 
Tuscania sank, and his wife was kept in ignorance of the sinking - “Philadelphia Inquirer” 10 Feb 

1918 p 8 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/169004834 
 

   
Obituary of James Cleveland McCormick – “Harrisburg (PA) Telegraph” Wednesday 9 Mar 1938 p 4 
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Obituary of James Cleveland McCormic – Left: “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Thursday 10 Mar 1938 p 

16 – Right: “Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” Wednesday 9 Mar 1938 p 10 
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“Reading (PA) Times” Friday 11 Mar 1938 p 19 
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PA death record - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0671-

02446?pId=4059936 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Delaware death record of wife Eva Ross McCormick, Find A Grave 105833203 

 
Children: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0671-02446?pId=4059936
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0671-02446?pId=4059936
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Marriage of daughter Dorothea Ross McCormick to Ernest Hunter Smith Jr. on 14 Jul 1943 – 

“Philadelphia Inquirer” Tuesday 13 Jul 1943 p 22 
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Marriage of daughter Victoria Blanchard McCormick to William H. Erwin 21 Feb 1940 – 
“Philadelphia Inquirer” Sunday 25 Feb 1940 p 96 
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Obituary of daughter Dorothea Ross McCormick Erwin – “Wilmington (DE) News-Journal” Saturday 

6 Jan 2007 p 12 
 

Father: 
 

 
Obituary of father Edward Payson McCormick – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Monday 28 Jan 1924 p 

20 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290469-

02087?pId=3847268  
 

 
Obituary of mother Julia Cooper Blanchard McCormick – “Philadelphia Inquirer” Monday 22 Jan 

1912 p 5 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290469-02087?pId=3847268
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61157/images/46155_b290469-02087?pId=3847268
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Passport application of sister Mary Blanchard McCormick - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1372_448-
0317?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8a54acf8f052a38d8a38fafb696bc410&usePUB=true&_

phsrc=hFB32094&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1399006 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1372_448-0317?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8a54acf8f052a38d8a38fafb696bc410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32094&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1399006
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1372_448-0317?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8a54acf8f052a38d8a38fafb696bc410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32094&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1399006
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1372_448-0317?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=8a54acf8f052a38d8a38fafb696bc410&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB32094&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1399006
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James’s sister – and therefore he also – a descendant of Revolutionary War soldiers Osias 

Blanchard & John McCormick - https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=3174&h=45766&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=1174 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3174&h=45766&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=1174
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=3174&h=45766&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=1174
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Obituary of sister Mary Blanchard McCormick Chapman, d. 28 Jul 1917 Ticonderoga NY – 

“Philadelphia Inquirer” Tuesday 31 Jul 1917 p 14 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Edward McCormick (1873-1903) – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer Friday 11 Sep 

1903 p 14 
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PA death record of sister Helen Mayer McCormick 1874 (family history: 1879) -1930 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_3421606190_0671-
03090?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=7e97309a1cc7d40320ca83186abf02bc&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB32092&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4514428 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Philadelphia Inquirer” Wednesday 2 Jun 1923 p 19 

  
 
Name:  James Cleveland McCormick 
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Name variations: J. Cleveland McCormick  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James Cleveland McCormick 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Eva R. McCormick, 1408 N. 12th St., Philadelphia PA 
Returned from war on:  could not locate 
Sailed on return ship as:  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:     
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 1 Oct 1917 
Discharged: 31 Dec 1918 
Address:  6931 Sherman St., Mount Airy PA 
Rank/unit:  captain, Engineers 
 
PA, WWI military record – 
James Cleveland McCormick, resident of 1639 Mentor St., Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. Born 
Philadelphia PA 25 Jan 1884. Was 1st Lt. Engineers 2 Sep 1917 from Officer Reserve Corps. 
Promoted to captain 3 Sep 1918. In ROTC to 25 Nov 1917 – Co. E, 113th Engineers to 15 Jan 1918 – 
in 116th Engineers to 1 Apr 1918 – in 1st Engineers to 12 Aug 1918 – in 2nd Provisional Rept Engineers 
to discharge. Stationed at Fort Leavenworth KS – Camp Shelby MS – Camp Humphreys VA – Fort 
Benjamin Harrison LA – Hoboken NJ, AEF. Engagements Montdidier Noyon, Aisne-Marne. Overseas 
24 Jan 1918 to 26 Aug 1918. Discharged 31 Dec 1918. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  25 Jan 1884 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA  
Died: 9 Mar 1938 Harrisburg, Dauphin PA (at 1612 Briggs St., Harrisburg, where he was a roomer in 
the house of E.A. Sellers)   
Find A Grave record: 105833257 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA 
Cemetery:  Laurel Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Edward Payson McCormick, 10 Apr 1841 Mill Hall, Clinton PA – 25 Jan 1924 Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia PA (or Island Heights, Ocean NJ according to his obituary). Son of Samuel McCormick 
& Catharine Hood. Buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. 
Find A Grave:  105833194 
 
Mother: Julia Cooper Blanchard McCormick, 2 Jul 1848 PA  20 Jan 1912. Daughter of Charles 
Blanchard & Mary Jane Cleveland. Buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. 
Find A Grave:  105833163 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Eva F. Ross McCormick, 23 Nov 1893 PA – 15 Jan 1976 Wilmington, New Castle DE.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  105833203 
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Marriage: 1915 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA 
 
Children: 

• Victoria Blanchard McCormick Erwin, 2 Feb 1918 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 2007. She 
was born 3 days before the Tuscania carrying her father to WWI was torpedoed & sunk. Her 
maternal grandmother kept the news of the sinking from her mother Eva, until after the 
telegram came announcing her father James was safe. - Married to William Hunter Erwin Jr. 
(1917-1963, F: 134890465) on 2 Feb 1940 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. Buried in 
Greenlawn Memorial Park, New Castle, New Castle PA. F: 134890466 

• Dorothea Ross McCormick Smith Duggan, 17 Dec 1919 PA – 20 Apr 2020 Sterling VA.  
Married 14 Jul 1943 in Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA to Edward Hunter Smith, Jr. (1917-
2000, F: 49317277), who was a colonel in the US Air Force in WWII. Died with surname 
Duggan in Sterling VA. Buried with Edward Smith in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, 
Arlington Co. VA. F: 226804512 

 
Siblings:  James was born after Katherine.  

• Mary Blanchard McCormick Chapman, 25 Jul 1869 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 28 Jul 
1917 Ticonderoga, Essex NY. Married in 1902 to William Edwards Chapman (1873-1919, F: 
91496490). After her death, William married Julia Neely (1881-1931) in 1918. Buried in West 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bala Cynwyd, Montgomery PA. F: 91496463 

• Edward McCormick, 30 Jan 1873 Lock Haven, Clinton PA – 9 Sep 1903 Germantown, Essex 
PA (according to obituary) or Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA (Find A Grave). Graduate of 
Princeton University (Princeton NJ) in Jun 1895 in engineering. Supervisor on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Obituary said he died of sciatic rheumatism which went to his heart. 
Buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. F: 105833134 

• Helen Mayer McCormick, 30 Aug 1874 (PA death record) or 30 Aug 1876 (1900 census) or 
1879 (family history) – 30 Nov 1942 Willistown, Chester PA. Buried in Laurel Hill Cemetery, 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. F: 105833244 

• Katherine Hood McCormick, 17 Sep 1882 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 1960. Buried in 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. F: 105833072 

• Bess/Bessie Blanchard McCormick, 17 May 1885 PA – 14 Apr 1983. Buried in Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. F: 105833066 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
“Philadelphia Evening Public Ledger” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – there are 9 Philadelphians on board 
Tuscania. Their fate is unknown. In the 107th Engineers is 1st Lieutenant James McCormick, 
Engineer Reserve Corps, wife Mrs. Eva R. McCormick of 1408 N. 12th St.  
 
 
"Philadelphia Inquirer" Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 - 1st Lt. James Cleveland McCormick resigned from 
his job as a civil engineer with the Philadelphia City Highway Department in Jun 1917 & enlisted 30 
Jul 1917. Took a military course Ft. Leavenworth KS. His wife Eva F. (Ross) gave birth to their child 2 
Feb 1918 & as of 9 Feb 1918 had not been told the Tuscania sunk. 
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“Philadelphia Inquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 9 Philadelphians on board Tuscania. 
Three have been reported safe. Among those whose fate is unknown: Lt. James McCormick. 
 
"Philadelphia Inquirer" Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 8 – Tuscania passenger James Cleveland McCormick 
of 1408 N. 12th St. His wife became a mother "Saturday" (2 Feb 1918). All word was kept from her 
by her mother Mrs. V.A. Ross. Now a telegram arrived from Buncrana, Ireland - "Arrived safe, Mac" 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Harrisburg [PA] Telegraph" 9 Mar 1938 p 4 – listed as J. Cleveland McCormick, assistant director 
Division of Operations, US Works Progress Administration. Died of a heart attack at his rooming 
house. A resident of 6931 Sherman St., Germantown PA. Survived by wife & 2 daughters of 
Germantown. Former Philadelphia PA city employee. Since fall 1933 with CWA, SERB & WPA 
statewide projects. A captain in WWI. Graduate of Penn State University; also taught at Drexel 
Institute. 
  
Social Security number: 205-09-4794 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 230 W. Tulpehocken St. 
Edward P. McCormick, 50 PA, born 9 May 1850, parents b. PA, married 31 years, lawyer 
Julia, 52 PA, born 30 Apr 1848, parents b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are livig 
Blanch, 30 PA, born 31 [sic] Jun 1869 
Helen, 24 PA, born 17 Jan 1876 
Catherine, 17 PA, born 6 Aug 1882 
James, 16 PA, born 19 Mar 1884 
Bessie, 15 PA, born 27 Jul 1884 
& 2 servants 
Catherine Reney, 24 Ireland, female, housemaid 
Maggie Milley, 20 Ireland, female, housemaid 
 
1910 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 6900 Wissahocken Ave. 
Ed P. McCormick, 69 PA, parents b. PA, married 41 years, lawyer 
Julia B., 61 ME, parents b. ME, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
James C., 25 PA, concrete works 
Helen M., 30 PA 
& servants: 
Dorothy Cumming, 16 MD, female, housework 
Morris Madison, 19 MD, male, garden work 
 
1920 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 1408 - 12th St. 
J.C. McCormick, 35 PA, parents b. PA, civil engineer, city 
Eva, 27 PA, parents b. PA 
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Victoria B., 1 year 11 months PA 
Dorthy R., 1 month PA 
Previous entry (same address) is for C.S. Ross, his wife Ellis & his daughter Ellis 
 
1930 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 6931 Sherman 
Jas. Cleveland McCormic [misindexed as Jas. Clenlad], 38 PA, parents b. PA, age 25 at 1st marriage, 
civil engineer, construction, WWI veteran 
Eva, 31 PA, parents b. PA, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Victoria, 12 PA 
Dorothea, 10 PA 
& father-in-law James Riley, 78 PA, parents b. England 
 


