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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

McCord, William DeVere 
1895 PA – 1940 OK 

 
 

 
William Devere McCord, resident of Blackburn OK– “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 

1918 p 17 
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The McCord family (with 2 daughters missing – Irene & Mina) - photograph likely taken shortly 
before 1906 death of Pemelia Chandler McCord (seated in wicker chair). Father John Truman 

McCord seated 2nd from left. Standing 2nd from left is son Eddie Enoch McCord; standing 2nd from 
right is Eddie’s wife Julia Ella Passmore. [Based on ages, William DeVere being the 2nd youngest son 
& comparison to his wartime photo in the paper, guessing that he is the boy seated at far right, next 

to his mother]. https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/b61e6be7-10cd-420f-aa36-5d8d2d52649f  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/b61e6be7-10cd-420f-aa36-5d8d2d52649f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/b61e6be7-10cd-420f-aa36-5d8d2d52649f
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Taken at the McCord family homestead in Rew City, McKean Co. PA, with widowed father John 
Truman McCord seated in chair – standing (left to right): Rena, John, Eddie, Lurinda, Harry – seated 

(left to right): Ells Passmore McCord (Eddie’s wife), David (Dee) & Sandy - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/85c6d98e-5880-4a80-90d8-cbc1f9e24c75 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L8M2-

V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSDJ-63N2 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/85c6d98e-5880-4a80-90d8-cbc1f9e24c75
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/85c6d98e-5880-4a80-90d8-cbc1f9e24c75
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“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Friday 5 Oct 1917 p 1 
 

 
“Pawnee (OK) Courier” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 7 
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William was apparently one of those picked up by a trawler within sight of the isle of Islay, Scotland 

– luckily for them, as many died when their lifeboats & life rafts landed on Islay’s rocky shores – 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 19 

 
Father: 
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PA death record of father John Truman McCord, 17 Sep 1859 – 8 May 1923 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/42342_647680_0919-01089  
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/42342_647680_0919-01089
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058792371/media/42342_647680_0919-01089
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Mother Pemelia Louise Chandler https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/6e85e7fb-6128-440a-b1d9-1e57ebaf0d78 
McCord 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/6e85e7fb-6128-440a-b1d9-1e57ebaf0d78
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/6e85e7fb-6128-440a-b1d9-1e57ebaf0d78
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Unsourced - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/f16aa164-1453-4e5c-9e69-90a472980bd4 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/f16aa164-1453-4e5c-9e69-90a472980bd4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806240/media/f16aa164-1453-4e5c-9e69-90a472980bd4
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PA death record of sister Lurinda McCord Walker, 22 Oct 1883 – 30 Oct 1921, of lobar pneumonia - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_620305176_0851-
03072?pId=2258174 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_620305176_0851-03072?pId=2258174
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_620305176_0851-03072?pId=2258174
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From article in Bradford PA – 22 Aug 1944 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806249/media/105ca1c8-46cb-461c-803a-deb5f5c35f87  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806249/media/105ca1c8-46cb-461c-803a-deb5f5c35f87
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/105824456/person/100058806249/media/105ca1c8-46cb-461c-803a-deb5f5c35f87
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Obituary of brother Harrison H. McCord – ‘Bradford (PA) Evening News & Daily Record” Monday 21 

Aug 1944 p 10 
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PA death record of veteran, his brother Clarence Henry (“Sandy”) McCord - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018366-
00252?pId=441414  
           
 
Name:  William DeVere McCord 
Name variations:  Dee McCord  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2 - private 
Serial number:  251,500 
Entered service from:  Blackburn, Pawnee OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William D. McCord 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. W.D. McCord, Blackburn OK 
Returned from war on:  "Cap Finisterre" Aug 1919Sailed on return ship as: William D. McCord 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mildred M. Mc Cord, Blackburn OK (wagoner, HQ Co., MBN, 
1st Ammunition Train)    
World War I draft registration (1917): as William DeVere McCord - b. 18 May 1895 Rew City PA; res: 
Oilton, Creek OK. Single. Tool dresser, Weber Drillling Co., Oilton OK. Has a dependent father. 
Medium height & build. Signs card William DeVere McCord. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Blackburn OK 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Oct 1917 
Discharged: 19 Aug 1919 
Address:  Blackburn OK 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, Brest Cas Co 3278 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018366-00252?pId=441414
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018366-00252?pId=441414
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Birth & death: 
Born:  18 May 1895 Rew, McKean PA  
Died: 6 Dec 1940 Tulsa, Tulsa OK    
Find A Grave record: 188296825 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Tulsa, Tulsa OK 
Cemetery:  Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Truman McCord, 17 Sep 1859 McCord Hollow (now called Brooder Hollow), Allegheny 
Co. PA – 8 May 1933 McKean Co. PA. Son of George McCord & Maria J. McDowell. Buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, Farmers Valley, McKean PA. 
Find A Grave:  70079902 
 
Mother: Pemelia Louise (“Amelia”) Chandler McCord, 25 Sep 1865 Smetport, McKean PA – 17 Feb 
1906 Rew, McKean PA. Daughter of Ezra Chandler & Lurenda A. Rowe. Buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, Farmers Valley, McKean PA. 
Find A Grave:  70080436 
Parents’ marriage:  8 Jul 1882 
 
Spouse:  Marguerite (“Maggie”0 Warner McCord Loper, 11 Oct 1900 Blackburn, Pawnee OK – 5 May 
1989 Blackburn, Pawnee OK. SSN 444-16-3713. Daughter of Albert Franklin Warner (1879-1958, F: 
20069736) & Agnes Jane Jackson (1880-1956, F: 20069761).  
In the 1910 census for Blackburn, Pawnee OK, Albert Warner (31 IA) lives with his wife Agnes J. (30 
IA) & daughter Maggie M. (9 OK). She claimed in the 1930 census that she was first married at age 
15.  
She appears in newspapers in Jan 1945 & Sep 1945 in Blackburn OK news as “Maggie McCord.”  
By Feb 1947 she is married to Jesse Lewis Loper (1897-1966, F: 20070438). He was previously 
married to Ethel Violet Agee (1898-1993) by whom he had children born in the 1920s/ 
Buried with Jesse Loper in Blackburn Cemetery, Blackburn, Pawnee OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  20070474 
Marriage: apparently married between 5 Jun 1917 (when he said he was single on his draft 
registration) and when he sailed on Tuscania 24 Jan 1918, giving his wife as his next-of-kin. Believe 
they were married by 11 Oct 1917 based on newspaper references. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  in the 1900 census, his mother reports giving birth to 10 children, 8 of whom are living 

• Lurinda McCord Walker, 22 Oct 1883 Port Allegheny, McKean PA – 30 Oct 1921 Rixford, 
McKean PA. Wife of Lawrence Walker. Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Bradford, McKean PA. 
F: 197197797 

• Eddie Enoch McCord, 2 Dec 1884 Port Allegheny, McKean PA – 25 Jan 1958 Russell, Russell 
KS. SSN 440-01-8021. Husband of Ella Julia Passmore (1885-1952, F: 85299801) whom he 
married 22 Aug 1906 in Limestone, Cattaraugus NY. Buried in Russell City Cemetery, 
Russell, Russell KS. F: 85299800 

• Harrison H. McCord, 30 Nov 1889 Port Allegheny, McKean PA – 19 Aug 1944 Bradford, 
McKean PA. Husband of Lena Catherine Dunn (1889-1968, F: 111919834) whom he married 
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9 Nov 1910 in Cattaraugus Co. NY. Buried in McKean County Memorial Park, Lafayette, 
McKean PA. F: 111919878 

• Mina Adelia McCord Tormey, 3 Dec 1891 McKean Co. PA – 8 Nov 1962 Wichita, Sedgwick 
KS. Married on 26 Mar 1915 to Vivian Seeley (“Jiggs”) Tormey (1917-2011, F: 77460246). 
Buried in Old Mission Cemetery, Wichita, Sedgwick KS. F: 40720114 

• John Truman McCord, 19 Sep 1893 Coleville, McKean PA – 7 Apr 1963 Duke Center, McKean 
PA. Husband of May Frances Martin (1895-1973, F: 78353562) whom he married 20 Sep 
1917 in Olean, Cattaraugus NY. Buried in Duke Center Cemetery, Duke Center, McKean PA. 
F: 78353515 

• Margaret Irene (Rena/Rina) McCord Crone, 2 Dec 1896 Rew, McKean PA – Apr 1996 
Westons Mills, Cattaraugus NY. SSN 208-20-7417Wife of Willard Maxwell Crone (1899-
1968). They married ca. 1916. 

• Clarence Henry (“Sandy”) McCord, 28 Jul 1898 [according to Find A Grave record but 28 Jul 
1900 according to Army records – Jul 1898 according to 1900 census] McKean Co. PA – 26 
Oct 1920 Philippines. He was killed when the Army truck he was driving went over a high 
embankment. According to the “McKean County Democrat” of 27 Jan 1921 p 1 copied on 
his Find A Grave record, his body had arrived in San Francisco CA the day before. He had 
enlisted in Denver CO for WWI. After the war, he re-enlisted at Jefferson Barracks MO & was 
serving in the Quartermaster Corps in the Philippines as a scout. He was survived by his 
father J.T. McCord, brothers John, Edward E., Harrison & Devere & sisters Mrs. Mina Tormey 
& Mrs. Lawrence Walker. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Farmers Valley, McKean PA. F: 
70079884 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Monday 1 Oct 1917 p 4 – 20% of the total men in the draft from Creek 
County will go soon; one is William D. McCord. 
 
“Muskogee (OK) Times-Democrat” 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – on board: William D. McCord, wife Mrs. W.D. 
McCord, Blackburn OK 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the saved: William D. 
McCord of Blackburn OK 
 
Letter to wife in "Daily Oklahoman" [Oklahoma City OK] 31 Mar 1918 p 19 - torpedo hit 5:45 p.m., 
Tuscania sunk 9:15 p.m., was 2,000 yards out from shore with 18 others on a raft when rescued 
11:30 p.m. by trawler  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Pawnee (OK) Courier” Thursday 11 Sep 1919 p 8 – Mr. & Mrs. W.D. McCord let Saturday for 
Wynona where he is employed in the oil fields. 
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In 1923 and 1924, frequent mentions in the OK newspapers of visit by Mr. and Mrs. Dee McCord, or 
just Marguerite, to visit her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Bert Warner, in Blackburn OK. William Devere 
McCord & Marguerite lived in Shidler OK.  
 
“McIntosh County Democrat” (Checotah OK) Thursday 27 Jun 1929 p 2 – the Red Bank Oil Co. of 
Tulsa OK is drilling about 22 miles west of Stigler on US Highway 266. On the crew: W.D. McCord. 
 
 
 
“Pawnee (OK) Chief” Thursday 11 Jan 1951, p 7 – Jess Loper sold his filling station; also sold his 
grocery store to Bert Warner [his father-in-law] & Jess & his wife moved to Wichita KS where he has 
a job. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Sasakwa (OK) News” Friday 13 Dec 1940 p 1 – Mr. & Mrs. E.E. McCord & Gertrude attended the 
funeral of E.E. [Eddie]’s brother Dee McCord at Bigsby OK on Saturday.  
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Foster, McKean PA 
Truman McCord, 40 PA, Sep 1859, father b. Ireland, mother b. PA, married 18 years, labor, oil well 
Permelia, 34 PA, Sep 1865, parents b. PA, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Lurinda, 16 PA, Oct 1883, at school 
Edward, 13 PA, Dec 1885, at school 
Harrison, 10 PA, Nov 1890, at school 
Mina, 8 PA, Dec 1891, at school 
John, 6 PA, Sep 1893, at school 
DeVere, 5 PA, May 1895 
Irene, 3 PA, Dec 1896 
Clarence, 1 PA, Jul 1898 
 
1910 Foster, McKean PA 
John T. McCord, 50 PA, widowed, father b. Ireland, mother b. NY, carpenter, house 
Lucinda M., 26 PA 
Mina A., 18 PA 
John T., 16 PA 
Debere W., 14 PA 
Margaret J., 12 PA 
Clarance H., 11 PA 
[for the children, both parents b. PA] 
 
1920 Strike Axe, Osage OK 
W.D. McCord, 35 PA, parents b. PA, oil laborer, tool dresser 
Marguett, 19 OK, father b. MO, mother b. AR, milliner [misspelled] 
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1930 Bokoshe, Le Flore OK – OK State Hwy. 9 
William McCurd, 34 PA, parents b. PA, age 21 at 1st marriage, oil well, tool dresser, WWI veteran 
Margret, 28 OK, father b. MO, mother b. IA, age 15 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Bixby, Tulsa OK – conducted 23 Apr 1940 [William dies 6 Dec 1940] – in same place in 1935 
William D. McCord, 49 US, oil pumper, oil field 
Marquarite M., 39 US, housewife 
 


