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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

McClain, Walter Albert 
1895 AR – 1976 WA 

 
Walter Albert McClain – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 
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Parents George & Fannie McClain (seated), Walter (left) & sister Myrtle (right) – in Thomasville OK - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13169995/person/48550897/media/a11c36ee-

3e6b-41a1-9905-aabbcdb5672e?_phsrc=hFB31904&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13169995/person/48550897/media/a11c36ee-3e6b-41a1-9905-aabbcdb5672e?_phsrc=hFB31904&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13169995/person/48550897/media/a11c36ee-3e6b-41a1-9905-aabbcdb5672e?_phsrc=hFB31904&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Walter Albert McClain – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 10 Mar 1976 p 14 
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Obituary of Walter Albert McClain – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 9 Mar 1976 p 20 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WMKM-KR2M 
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Parents George & Fannie (Pendergraph) McClain - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225750397/media/9cca1931-29c1-4436-84e5-dc0f89c89ae8 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225750397/media/9cca1931-29c1-4436-84e5-dc0f89c89ae8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225750397/media/9cca1931-29c1-4436-84e5-dc0f89c89ae8
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ID death record of mother Francis Beason Pendergraft McClain – Find A Grave 183788111 

 



7 
 

 

 
Obituary of mother Frances Beason Pendergraft McClain – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 

Saturday 26 Apr 1952 p 45 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Stella May White McClain - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/c1a6a053-7e79-48d6-bab7-938ac6e875bf  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/c1a6a053-7e79-48d6-bab7-938ac6e875bf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/c1a6a053-7e79-48d6-bab7-938ac6e875bf
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Obituary of wife Stella Mae White McClain – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 14 Nov 1985 p 33 
 

 
The children of Paul White & Lula Phillips White – two of whom married McClain brothers – back 

(left to right): Houston, Jake, Homer, Isaac (Ike) White 
Front: Tersia White McClain (wife of George McClain), Stella May White McClain (wife of Walter 

Albert McClain), Eunice Roder White Moyer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/18873d15-d0a8-4094-a7ed-d9b23ebaf528  

 
 

 
AR marriage license - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00351-
03331?pId=91550 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/18873d15-d0a8-4094-a7ed-d9b23ebaf528
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/media/18873d15-d0a8-4094-a7ed-d9b23ebaf528
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00351-03331?pId=91550
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00351-03331?pId=91550
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Children: 
 

  
 

Son Jessie Walter (“Jay”) McClain (1924-2013) – Left: Find A Grave 121667790 – right: “Spokane 
(WA) Chronicle” Saturday 3 Mar 1945 p 15 
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Obituary of daughter Anna Lee McClain James Chantry Sheehan – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-

Review” Sunday 11 Jun 2006 p 25 

 
Marriage of daughter Wanda G. McClain to her 1st husband, John W. Wigginton in 1947 – “Spokane 

(WA) Chronicle” Saturday 13 Sep 1947 p 15 
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ID marriage certificate of daughter Wanda G. McClain & John W. Wigginton, married 30 Aug 1947 in 

Pinehurst, Shoshone ID 
 
 



13 
 

 

 
Obituary of Wanda G. McClain Wigginton Nielsen’s 2nd husband, Vernon L. Nielsen – whom she had 

married 29 Apr 1967 but had divorced 19 Mar 1993 in Pacific Co. WA but whom his obituary 
describes as the “love of his life” & his surviving widow – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 

Sunday 17 Nov 2013 p b6 
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Obituary of son Robert George McClain (1930-1980) – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 30 
Sep1980 p 32 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of sister Myrtle Lillian McClain Stine Trosch – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 4 Jun 

1987 p 16 
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Wedding photograph of brother George (“Lee”) McClain & wife Nettie Tersia White 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225725632/media/46c1e62c-2343-43fd-9bca-c731a9420127  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225725632/media/46c1e62c-2343-43fd-9bca-c731a9420127
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29869183/person/12225725632/media/46c1e62c-2343-43fd-9bca-c731a9420127
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AR birth record of brother Elmer Raymond McClain, 11 Oct 1911 Howard, Polk AR - 

whttps://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00360-
02390?pId=640858  

    
 
Name:  Walter Albert McClain 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,573 
Entered service from:  Octavia, Le Flore OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter Albert McClain 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father George D. Mc Clain, Octavia OK 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Warren A. McClain 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father George McClain, Octavia OK (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as W.A. McLain - b. 11 Sep 1895 Vanburen AR; res: Octavia ID. 
Single. Milling, Clay Pool Lumber Co., Smithwell OK. Medium height & build. Card is signed W.A. 
McLain. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Walter Albert McClain – b. 11 Sep 1895 Vanburen AR; res: 
Pinehurst, Shoshone ID. NOK Mrs. Walter McClain, same address. Employed at Bunker Hill Mining 
Co., Kellogg, Shoshone ID. Height: 5’6” – 140 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  701 E. Walnut St., Girard KS 
Rank/unit:  private, Cas Det Demob Grp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Sep 1895 Van Buren, Crawford AR  
Died: 8 Mar 1976 Spokane Co. WA (SSDI: last residence Veradale/Spokane WA)  
Find A Grave record: 233736130  - presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Spokane, Spokane WA 
Cemetery:  Riverside Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George D. (“Gee”/”Joe”) McClain III, 11 Apr 1872 Jefferson City, Massac IL – 6 Dec 1960 
Silverton, Shoshone ID. Son of George Washington McClain Sr. & America Daniel/Daniels. Buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID – but he has 2 Find A Grave records for this cemetery. 
Find A Grave:  15554754 & 226856795 
 
Mother: Francis (“Fannie”) Beason/Beson Pendergraph/Pendergraft/Pendergrass McClain, 1 Nov 
1878 Jackson Co. AL (also found as 1 Nov 1879) – 23 Apr 1952 Kellogg, Shoshone ID. Buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID – but she has 3 Find A Grave records for this 
cemetery, with some varying details. 
Find A Grave:  15554749 & 183788111 (has 1878 birth date) & 226856796 (spells 1st name Frances, 
offers options of Beason/Beson) 
Parents’ marriage:  14 Nov 1894 Crawford Co. AR 
 
Spouse: Stella Mae White McCarty, 21 Jul 1900 Langley, Pike AR – 9 Nov 1985 Spokane, Spokane 
Co. WA. SSN 519-12-9108. Daughter of Paul C. (“Buddy”) White (1875-1922, F: 64068576) & Lula 
Emily Phillips (1883-1921, F: 64032673). Buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  233736582 
Marriage: 25 Nov 1919 Polk Co. AR. Stella was age 19. Both were residents of Octavia OK. 
 
Children: 

• Winford/Wineford McClain, 21 Aug 1920 Octavia, Le Flore OK – 22 Aug 1920 Octavia, Le 
Flore OK. Buried in Octavia Cemetery, Octavia, Le Flore OK. F: 107259532 

• Windell Odell McClain, 15 Jul 1921 Octavia, Le Flore OK – 24 Jan 1922 Octavia, Le Flore OK. 
Buried as “Odell McClain” in Octavia Cemetery, Octavia, Le Flore OK. F: 107259545 

• Jessie Walter (“Jay”) McClain, 27 Feb 1924 Girard, Crawford OK – 10 Dec 2013 Salt Lake 
City, Salt Lake Co. UT. – Graduate of Cataldo High School in Idaho. – Served in the US Army 
in WWII in Europe. - Married Betty Lou Jacobs on 6 Jun 1943 in Superior, Mineral MT. - 
Divorce granted on 10 Nov 1960 in Shoshone Co. ID to Betty L. McClain, age 35, plaintiff, on 
grounds of extreme cruelty. They had married 6 Jun 1943, separated 21 Aug 1960. She filed 
a petition for divorce on 6 Oct 1960. Two children were involved in the action. – Married 1 



18 
 

 

Sep 1962 to Irene Agnes Fritz (1921-2011, F: 216077675); they owned & operated a vending 
company in the Pinedale, Sublette WY area. Was a mayor of Pinedale WY for 1 term. 
Survived by 3 children. Buried in Pinedale Cemetery, Pinedale, Sublette WY. F: 121667790 

• Anna Lee McClain James Chantry Sheehan, 25 Feb 1926 Hatton, Polk AR – 7 Jun 2006 
Spokane Co. WA. SSN 519-20-5725. – Social Security records a surname change to James 
in May 1942. – Married David Lee Chantry (1920-1979, F: 183066629) on 14 Sep 1946 in 
Superior, Mineral MT. “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 27 Sep 1946 p 16 – marriage license 
obtained in Superior MT for David L. Chantry (Spokane WA) & Anna L. McLain [sic] of 
Pinehurst ID. – Anna L. Chantry married Patrick K. (“Pat”) Sheehan (1930-2011, F: 
183066609) on 30 May 1986 in Spokane Co. WA. – Buried in Fairmount Memorial Park, 
Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 183066586 

• Wanda G. McClain Wigginton Nielsen, ca. 1929 AR – Married 30 Aug 1947 by Rev. W.H. 
Sanderson Sr. to John W. Wigginton. “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 13 Sep 1947 p 15 
– Married at Pinehurst, Shoshone WA. John was the son of Jack Wigginton of Bonners Ferry 
ID. – As Wanda G. Wigginton, married 29 Apr 1967 in Spokane Co. WA to Vernon Nielsen 
(1927 MN – 2013 WA, buried in the Pines Cemetery, Spokane Valley, Spokane Co. WA, F: 
120432367. Marriage license: “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 19 Apr 1967 
p 16 – Vernon Nielsen of Spokane WA & Wanda G. Wigginton of Veradale WA. – Wanda & 
Vernon divorced 19 Mar 1993 in Pacific Co. WA but she is listed as the ”love of his life” & 
surviving widow in his 2013 obituary. - Resident of Spring Valley in 1985. 

• Robert George McClain, 28 May 1930 Kellogg, Shoshone ID – 28 Sep 1980 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. SSN 519-22-9802. – Enlisted in the US Army 11 Apr 1949; discharged 21 Sep 
1949. - Married on 20 Sep 1952 in Kellogg, Shoshone ID by Lutheran pastor R.O. Wittrock to 
Jean. E. Kreis (1931-2007). He indicated on his marriage license that he was divorced. He 
was age 22, a resident of Pinehurst, Shoshone ID. She was age 21, single, b. Hebron ND, a 
resident of Kingston, Shoshone ID.  “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 20 Sep 
1952 p 2 – Robert McClain, 22, Pinehurst ID & Jean Kreis, age 21, Kingston ID obtained a 
marriage license in Coeur d’Alene ID. – On 28 Jun 1957 in Paris, Bear Lake ID he married 
Beverly Quayle Keetch (1937-1997). Both were residents of Montpelier, Bear Lake ID. 
Robert said he was born in Turner ID, was age 25 & single. Beverly said she was age 19, 
single, b. Dingle ID. They were married by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
(“Mormon”) bishop Frank W. Hirschi.  

 
Siblings:  Walter was the oldest child. 

• Myrtle Lillian McClain Stine Trosch, 3 Mar 1896 [Find A Grave says 30 Mar 1898; tombstone 
inscribed 1898] Indian Territory (Oklahoma) – 1 Jun 1987 Pinehurst, Shoshone ID. Married 1 
Nov 1914 in Polk Co. AR to James M. Stine (b. 1894). – In the 1920 census, listed as married, 
Myrtle Stine & her child were living with her parents. – On 9 Jun 1926 in Girard, Crawford KS 
married Joseph Louis Trosch (1898-1970, F: 139666797). Buried with surname Trosch in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID. F: 139666835 

• George (“Lee”) McClain, 25 Jan 1901 Midland, Sebastian AR – 15 Aug 1972 Spokane Co. 
WA. Husband of Nettie Tersia (“Tersie”) White (1906-1997, F: 15554757), whom he married 
31 May 1942 in Girard, Crawford KS. She was the daughter of Paul White & Lula Emily 
Phillips. Her sister Stella married George’s brother Walter. Nettie’s surname was Barker in 
Nov 1985 when her sister Stella died.  – In the WWII (1942) draft, he resided at Pinehurst, 
Shoshone ID with his wife. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID. F: 
15554750 
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• Bertha Florence McClain Harvey, 3 Jul 1904 Eagleton, Polk AR – 29 Jun 1986 Rockford, 
Winnebago IL. Wife of Clyde T. Harvey (1901-1971, F: 29770937) whom she married 24 Nov 
1923 in Girard, Crawford KS. Buried in Kishwaukee Cemetery, Kishwaukee, Winnebago IL. 
F: 29770936 

• Edna Katherine McClain Daniels, 24 Feb 1909 Howard Co. AR – 7 Aug 1957 Kellogg, 
Shoshone ID. Wife of Allen Fowler Daniels (1903-1968, F: 14832575) whom she married 1 
Oct 1926. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Kellogg, Shoshone ID. F: 14832579 

• Elmer Raymond McClain, 11 Oct 1911 Howard, Polk AR [AR birth record] or Mena AR [WWII 
draft registration] – 12 Feb 1995 Tacoma, Pierce WA. SSN 518-10-8119Married on 12 Jun 
1935 in Yakima, Yakima WA to Ada June Pritchard (buried as June, 1917-1968, F: 
208384844). Buried in Mountain View Memorial Park, Lakewood, Pierce WA. F: 208384834 

 
Notes:  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29869183/person/12221013466/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 35 OK men on board 
Tuscania, among them Walter Albert McClain of Octavia OK 
 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 3 – the names of 37 soldiers on board 
Tuscania, previously unaccounted for, were found to be survivors when the Associated Press 
compared official lists. Among them is Walter Albert McClain of Octavia OK. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 518-01-7775 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Township 3, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory [later Oklahoma] 
George D. McLane, 28 IL, Apr 1872, parents b. IL, married 5 years, laborer (saw mill) 
Fannie B., 21 AL, Nov 1878, parents b. AL, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Walter A., 4 AR, Sep 1895 
Myrtle L., 2 Indian Territory, Mar 1898 
 
1910 Rich Mountain, Polk AR 
Joe McLain, 38 IL, parents b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, farmer, generally 
Fannie, 31 AL, parents b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Walter, 14 AR, farm employee, home farm 
Myrtle, 12 AR [actually OK] 
Lee, 9 AR 
Bertha, 5 AR 
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Edna, 1 AR 
 
1920 Octavia, Le Flore OK 
Walter A. McLain, 24 AR, father b. IL, mother b. AR, farmer, general farm 
Stella M., 19 AR, parents b. AR 
 
1925 KS state census – Girard, Crawford KS 
W.A. McClain, 29 AR, mechanic 
Stella, 22 AR, housewife 
 
 
1930 Acorn, Polk AR – Mountain Road 
Walter A. McClain, 34 AR, father b. IL, mother b. AR, age 24 at 1st marriage, laborer, lumber mill, 
WWI veteran 
Stella M., 29 AR, parents b. AR, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Jessie W., 6 KS 
Anna L., 4 AR 
Wandglanette, 1 AR 
& brother-in-law Homer F. White, 14 OK 
 
1940 Kingston, Shoshone ID 
Walter A. McClain, 44 AR, tail sewing, load [illegible word], mine saw mill 
Stella M., 39 AR, clerk, Pinehurst Post Office 
Jessie W., 16 KS, laborer [son] 
Ana L., 14 AR [daughter] 
Wanda G., 11 AR [daughter] 
Robert G., 8 ID [son] 
 


