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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McCann, Louis M. (Lewis) 
1894 TX – 1963 TX 
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Obituary of Louis M. McCann – “Waco (TX) News-Tribune” Tuesday 30 Apr 1963 p 6 

 
Military: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZB2-
5?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9WP-JVW2 

 
 

 
“Houston (TX) Post” Thursday 26 Dec 1918 p 7 

 

 
“Corsicana (TX) Daily Sun” Thursday 2 Jan 1919 p 3 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZB2-5?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9WP-JVW2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LZB2-5?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9WP-JVW2
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“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Tuesday 25 Feb 1919 p 8 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/768020188/?terms=%22louis%20mccann%22&match=1 

 
“Houston (TX) Post” Monday 18 Aug 1919 p 7 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-H92L-

1?i=2840&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-F39D 
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WWII draft registration – card reads Lewis, signature reads Louis – resident of Tulsa OK 27 Apr 1942 

- 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004141194_00889?usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB31485&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=12019893 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004141194_00889?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31485&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=12019893
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004141194_00889?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31485&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=12019893
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“Houston (TX) Post” Monday 14 Oct 1907 p 8 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Record & Register” Tuesday 15 Oct 1907 p 8 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Tuesday 15 Oct 1907 p 1 

 
 

 
“Abilene (TX) Semi-Weekly Farm Reporter” Wednesday 16 Oct 1907 p 3 

 
Mother: 
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TX death record of mother Emma Cheatham McCann Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062347-
01537?pId=22430071 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062347-01537?pId=22430071
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062347-01537?pId=22430071


10 
 

 

 
Remarriage of mother Emma Cheatham McCann to Thomas Jefferson Smith 23 Oct 1910 – 

“Galveston (TX) Daily News” Tuesday 25 Oct 1910 p 8 
 

Wife: 
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Genealogical inquiry about Louis McCann’s wife Mattie Angeline Shell Byers McCann – her birth 
year would have been 1892 not 1982 as printed - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 27 Apr 

1985 p 129 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-18074-14245-
0?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31459&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=63364306 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother William M. McCann - “Houston (TX) Post” Monday 7 May 1906 p 7 

 

 
Arrest of brother William/Will McCann for burglary - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 17 Jul 

1906 p 3 
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AR death record of brother William M. McCann - 
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?dbid=61777&h=273086&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61777&h=273086&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?dbid=61777&h=273086&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=7602
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Death of William McCann’s wife Floy Hazel Pollard McCann - “Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Wednesday 

22 Oct 1919 p 4 
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Hugh McCann, apparently a deserter, whose wife Floy Hazel Pollard McCann is found dead in 

suspicious circumstances – “Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 22 Oct 1919 p 5 
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As a result of a knife fight, Hugh McCann’s opponent loses an eye - “Whitewright (TX) Sun” 

Thursday 4 Aug 1927 p 1 
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“Waco (TX) News-Tribune” Thursday 20 Sep 1934 p 1 
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Left: “Marshall (TX) News Messenger” Thursday 20 Sep 1934 p 1 – Right: Death penalty for brother 
Hugh McCann in fatal shooting of Mrs. Lillian Davis on 19 Sep 1934 – “Austin (TX) American” 
Saturday 17 Nov 1934 p 11 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 7 Jul 1935 p 6 

 

 
Death sentence commuted to life in prison by TX Governor James V. Allred - “Amarillo (TX) Globe-

Times” Monday 5 Aug 1935 p 11 
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Commutation of death penalty of brother Hugh McCann – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 
5 Aug 1935 p 1 
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Off death row & onto the prison baseball team – “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” Sunday 9 Feb 1936 p 8 
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Hugh McCann, “crack first baseman from Belton” – “Longview (TX) News-Journal” Sunday 15 Mar 

1936 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/33039_258578-
00359?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0fdef1d683c94cb1f14c07942de2ee7d&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB31487&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=149540 
 

 
TX death record for brother Hugh McCann (1899-1949) in the TX State Prison Hospital, Huntsville, 
Walker TX - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062353-

00452?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23950058 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062353-00452?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23950058
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062353-00452?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=23950058
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TX death record of brother Willis G. McCann (1892-1953) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062422-
00932?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31475&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2347402

9 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062422-00932?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31475&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23474029
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062422-00932?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31475&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23474029
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062422-00932?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31475&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23474029
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TX death record of brother Howard McCann (1901-1976) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062970-

02181?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31478&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1262055 
 

 
Obituary of sister Edna McCann Clark – “Los Angeles Times” Monday 26 Jan 1987 p 18 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062970-02181?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31478&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1262055
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062970-02181?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31478&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1262055
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Obituary of Louis’s nephew, Roy L. Clark, son of his sister Edna McCann Clark - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/latimes/name/roy-clark-obituary?pid=107420038 
     
 
Name:  Louis M. McCann 
Name variations: Lewis (used on Veterans Administration Military Index)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,499 
Entered service from:  Temple, Bell TX  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Louis M. McCann 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Emmam [sic/Emma Cheatham] McCann, 1004 S. 2nd St., 
Temple TX 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Louis M. McCann 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Emma Mc Cann, Temple TX (pvt, Co. K, 23rd Inf)    
World War I draft registration (1917):  
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lewis (middle name: none) McCann – but card is signed 
Louis – b. 10 Mar 1896 Taylor TX; res: 213 N. Boston, Tulsa OK. NOK Mrs. Emma Smith, Temple TX 
[mother]. Self-employed. Height: 5’7” – 143 lbs. [registered 27 Apr 1942] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:   19 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 22 Aug 1918 
Enlisted: 20 Feb 1926 
Discharged: 3 Nov 1926 
Address:   
Rank/unit:  private, Co. K, 23rd Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  Feb 1895 Taylor, Williamson TX (TX military records & 1900 census) or 10 Mar 1893 (Veterans 
Administration Military Index) or 10 Mar 1894 (TX birth record) or 10 Mar 1896 (Social Security & 
WWII draft)  
Died: 27 Apr 1963 Temple, Bell TX (pedestrian hit by car on Hwy. 190 when ran in front of vehicle, 
died instantly)   
Find A Grave record: not on Find A Grave; his family is buried in the same cemetery - burial info 
from "Waco News- Tribune" 30 Apr 1936 p. 6  & veteran tombstone application 
Burial location:  Taylor City, Williamson TX 
Cemetery:  Taylor City Cemetery 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Charles McCann, 8 Mar 1860 KY – 13 Oct 1907 Williamson Co. KY. His father was James 
McCann of County Derry, Ireland, who arrived in the US in Philadelphia PA on 12 Aug 1847 aboard 
“Martha Washington.” Also on board was Catherine (“Kitty”) Quinn, who would become his wife & 
Charles’s mother. Having lost much of his money defending his son William from burglary charges, 
he was visiting Taylor TX from his home in Memphis when he drank a bottle of morphine (or 
chloroform) & committed suicide. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. 
Find A Grave:  18757863 
 
Mother: Emma Cheatham McCann Smith, 4 Sep 1864 Chaplin, Nelson KY – 15 Jun 1949 Temple, 
Bell TX. Daughter of John Wesley Green Cheatham & Emily Calvert. Married Thomas Jefferson 
Smith (1860-1939) after the death of Charles McCann. Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, 
Williamson TX. 
Find A Grave:  18757951 
Parents’ marriage:  28 Jul 1883 Clark Co. IN. 
 
Spouse:  Mattie Angeline Shell Byers McCann, 24 Feb 1892 Grove, Coryell TX - ? . Daughter of 
Richard Shell & Annie Gross. Married 27 Oct 1907 Bell Co. TX to William Henry Byers.  He was born 
14 Jul 1875 Camden AR & died 29 Jul 1939 Kleberg Co. TX. In the 1920 census, W.H. (age 44 AR) 
lived with Mattie in Temple, Bell TX; he was a barber. 
They had a son, Henry Thomas Byers, 17 Aug 1913 Temple Co. TX – 12 Sep 1953 Houston, Harris, 
TX, F: 114765315. His TX death certificate lists his father as William Henry Byers, b. Camden AR & 
mother as Mattie Shell, b. Grove TX.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 12 Jan 1925 Bell Co. TX – as Mattie “Beyers” 
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Marriage? – Is this him? Louis McCann, age 37, Temple TX married Vera DuVall, age 39, Oklahoma 
City OK, on 1 Apr 1931 in Oklahoma Co. OK 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  an additional child died between 1900 & 1910. Louis was born after Virginia. 

• William M. McCann, 18 May 1885 (1900 census) or 1886 Louisville KY – 4 Apr 1930 Little 
Rock, Pulaski AR. Married Fannie Maddox 20 Apr 1903 in Williamson Co. TX. In the 1910 
census for Memphis, Shelby TN living with Fannie. Husband of Lola Brown, whom he 
married 12 Apr 1913 in Pulaski Co. AR; she survived him.  He was acquitted of the burglary 
of a store, but the resulting costs caused his father to commit suicide.  Cattle dealer on AR 
death certificate. Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park, Little Rock, Pulaski AR. F; 166444526 

• Hugh Harold McCann, 22 Nov 1889 TX – 20 Sep 1949 Huntsville, Walker TX (in the TX State 
Prison Hospital, of stomach cancer). WWI draft (1917): born 22 Nov 1899, resident of 17 N. 
5th, Temple, Bell TX. Occupation: Troop F, 3rd Cavalry, Temple TX, NOK Mrs. Emma McCann 
of 1006 S. 2nd, Temple TX. Husband of Floy Hazel Pollard (1899-1919). Their son Hugh was 
born 12 Apr 1919; died 17 Apr 1919. She is buried with her son in the Lancaster Cemetery 
also (F: 37306850). The newspaper accounts that she died in suspicious circumstances. 
Her husband said she was gasping for air in bed. He is simultaneously arrested for 
desertion from the military. - Convicted in 1934 of murdering Mrs. Davis on the streets of 
Temple, Bell TX on 19 Sep 1934 he was to be executed in the electric chair on 31 Aug 1935, 
his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment by Governor James V. Allred. - In the 1940 
census, an inmate of the Central State Prison Farm, Fort Bend Co. TX. Two Find A Grave 
records: 1) Buried in Taylor City Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. F: 187580992) Buried in 
Lancaster Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 86956943 

• Virginia Lee McCann Bradfield, 5 Nov 1891 [Dec 1891 in 1900 census, listed as “Vergie” - 
younger than Willis] Taylor, Williamson TX – 15 Jan 1968 Kansas City, Jackson MO. Wife of 
John Carry Bradfield (1882-1935) whom she married 9 Jul 1910 in Williamson Co. TX. Buried 
in Neodesha Cemetery, Neodesha, Wilson KS. F: 85871290 

• Willis G. McCann, 10 Jan 1892 (Nov 1889 in 1900 TX, older than Virginia] – 4 Apr 1953 
Temple, Bell TX. Military headstone: Texas, WWI, PFC, Co. C, 141st Infantry, 36th Division. 
“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 1 Jul 1919 p 1 – among the Taylor TX boys in the 141st: 
Willis McCann. - Married Gladys Simonton 22 Dec 1927 in Bell Co. TX. Buried in Taylor City 
Cemetery, Taylor, Williamson TX. F: 18758010 

• Howard McCann, 25 Nov 1901 – 13 Feb 1976 Temple, Bell TX. Husband of Alice Rosalie --- 
(1906-1978). Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 31407957 

• Edna McCann Clark, 23 Mar 1904 Williamson Co. TX – 8 Oct 1987 Los Angeles Co. CA. SSN 
467-52-3200. Wife of Luke Scott Clark (1899-1945) whom she married 20 Sep 1921 in Bell 
Co. TX. CA Death Index: b. 8 Sep 1904 TX – d. 24 Jan 1987 Los Angeles Co. CA. Buried in 
Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 95492408 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Le Meschacebe” (Bonnet Carre LA) Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors announced by 
the War Department: Louis M. McCann of Temple TX 
 
"Houston Post" 26 Dec 1918 p 7 - Pvt. Louis McCann of Temple TX, Depot Brigade, 133rd Division, 
has been missing in action since Armistice Day (11 Nov). He was saved from Tuscania & from 
several tight places in land warfare. His 2 brothers live in Temple: Howard & Hugh McCann 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Waco [TX] News-Tribune" 30 Apr 1963 p 6 – Louis McCann, age 67, funeral 28 Apr, d. Sat. 27 Apr 
around 2:40 p.m. when hit by a car driven by Frank Edward Fite, 73, of Rogers when Louis ran out into 
the path of the car on Hwy. 190 1-1/2 miles S. of Temple TX. Dead at scene, inquest ruled accidental 
death. Fite veered to left to avoid him, body carried 50 feet after being hit by right front fender, lived 
in Temple past 40 years, WWII (note II is in error) veteran. Survived by brother Howard of Temple TX, 
sisters Mrs. Virgie Bradfield (Kansas City MO) & Mrs. Edna Clark (Hollywood CA).  
  
Social Security number:  725-16-1545 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Taylor, Williamson TX  
Charlie McCann, 40 KY, Mar 1860, parents b. Ireland, married 16 years, teamster 
Emma, 36 KY, Sep 1864, parents b. KY, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
William, 15 KY, May 1885, at school 
Willis, 10 KY, Nov 1889, at school 
Vergie, 8 TX, Dec 1891 
Louis, 5 Tx, Jul 1895 
Hugh, 2 TX, Dec 1898 
 
1910 Taylor, Williamson TX 
Emma, 42 KY, widow, parents’ birthplaces unknown, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living, 
proprietor, boarding house 
Willis, 21 KY, waiter, boarding house 
Virgie, 19 TX 
Louis, 16 TX, waiter, boarding house 
Hugh, 11 TX 
Howard, 9 TX 
Edna, 8 TX 
& 6 male boarders 
[for the children, parents b. KY] 
 
On S. 2nd St. 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6061/images/4390949_00887?usePUB=true&
usePUBJs=true&pId=80303659 
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1920 Temple, Bell TX – living with his remarried mother – at 1006 S. 2nd: 
Louis L. McCann, 23 TX, parents b. KY, single, painter, house, boarder with: 
Tom J. Smith, 59 AR, parents b. AR, peddler, vegetables 
Emma Smith, 59 KY [Tom’s wife, Louis’s mother] 
Edna Smith 15 TX, parents b. KY [daughter – i.e. Edna McCann] 
Hugh Smith, 20 TX, parents b. KY [son – i.e. Hugh McCann] 
 
On the same census page: 820 S. 2nd – 
Charley J. Rodgers, fruit peddler 
Malvina Jane Rodgers [wife] 
Edna, 18 TX, father b. TX, mother b. MS, sales lady, dry goods 
Howard, 18 TX, parents b. TX, delivery man, grocery 
 


