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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Mayo, Ralph Albert  
1887 WI – 1920 WI 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KCZW-

P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7T1D-KG3Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KCZW-P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7T1D-KG3Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KCZW-P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7T1D-KG3Z
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It is Ralph Mayo on board – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
One of the letters written before sailing which announced the untrue news that Ralph had 

arrived in Europe. This story contradicts itself – written on board AND mailed before the 
accident – “New London (WI) Press” 21 Feb 1918 p 1 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/40ad5013-469d-42c6-a572-
2adc30a1be87?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/40ad5013-469d-42c6-a572-2adc30a1be87?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/40ad5013-469d-42c6-a572-2adc30a1be87?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/40ad5013-469d-42c6-a572-2adc30a1be87?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
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“New London (WI) Press” 28 Mar 1918 p 1 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/d232bfe0-e6bc-45cd-a79a-
40bafa3c18a2?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource AND 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/b3c65a3b-42db-44a3-92b3-

9ff5b3d39d18?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/d232bfe0-e6bc-45cd-a79a-40bafa3c18a2?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/d232bfe0-e6bc-45cd-a79a-40bafa3c18a2?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/d232bfe0-e6bc-45cd-a79a-40bafa3c18a2?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/b3c65a3b-42db-44a3-92b3-9ff5b3d39d18?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/b3c65a3b-42db-44a3-92b3-9ff5b3d39d18?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/b3c65a3b-42db-44a3-92b3-9ff5b3d39d18?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource
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“New London (WI) Press” 9 May 1918 p 1 -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/108340613/person/310089926023/media/c1b44109-13cc-41e9-b2f0-
b590a999706a?_phsrc=hFB31119&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 13 Oct 1920 p 2 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 13 Oct 1920 p 5 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 14 Oct 1920 p 2 

 
Life: 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 1 Apr 1918 p 8 
 

 
Marriage in Menominee MI – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 26 Jun 1919 p 6 – see 

license at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342331-

00250?pId=366518  
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 2 Feb 1920 p 8  

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 11 Jun 1920 p 9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342331-00250?pId=366518
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342331-00250?pId=366518
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 19 Oct 1920 p 6 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Albert M. Mayo – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 28 Nov 1938 p 
17 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Myrtle Lucia Mayo (1885-1973) – Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 4 

Dec 1973 p 27 
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Obituary of sister Gertrude Mayo Spurr (1892-1965) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Monday 10 May 1965 p 2 
 

wikipedia.org/wiki/Patricia_Farr 
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Obituary of brother Francis Peltier Mayo (1894-1972) – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 

Saturday 26 Aug 1972 p 7 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Jerome St. John Mayo (1900-1986) – “Los Angeles (CA) Times” Saturday 

23 Aug 1986 p 76 
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Obituary of brother Walton (“Bob”) Mayo (1905-1958) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Monday 31 Mar 1958 p 12 – his wife, actress Arleine Rutledge (“Patricia”) Farr (1913-1948, 
F: 85462056) 
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Obituary of brother Walton Donald Mayo – “Los Angeles Times” Sunday 30 Mar 1958 p 34 

 

 
Marriage license between Walton Donald Mayo & Arleine (Patricia) Farr – “Illustrated Daily 

News” (Hollywood CA) Wednesday 20 May 1936 p 22 
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Movies of Patricia Farr - https://en. 

https://en/


17 
 

 

 

 
https://m.imdb.com/name/nm0268052/trivia 

 

 

 
http://www.glamourgirlsofthesilverscreen.com/show/498/Patricia+Farr/index.html 

 

https://m.imdb.com/name/nm0268052/trivia
http://www.glamourgirlsofthesilverscreen.com/show/498/Patricia+Farr/index.html
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Walton Donald – here called “Robert” met Patricia Farr in the lobby of the theater where 
she was working as an usher, offered her a chance in the movies – and then married her. 

They had returned to WI to visit his brother, Francis Mayo – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 
Monday 14 Jun 1937 p 8 

 

 https://www.famousfix.com/topic/patricia-farr-and-robert-mayo 
 

https://www.famousfix.com/topic/patricia-farr-and-robert-mayo
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Obituary of Walton Mayo’s wife Patricia Farr – “Highland Park (CA) News-Herald” Friday 5 Mar 1948 

p 2 
 

 
      
Name:  Ralph Albert Mayo (Sr.) 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. D - sergeant 
Serial number:  251,137 
Entered service from:  New London, Waupaca WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph A. Mayo 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Albert M. Mayo, 316 S. Pearl St., New London WI  
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Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ralph A. Mayo 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Albert M. Mayo, South Pearl St., New London WI (sgt, Co. 
D, 107th Supply Train)    
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Ralph Albert Mayo - b. 27 Jan 1887 La Crosse WI; res: S. 
Pearl, New London, Waupaca WI. Single. Clerk in store, Wright Merc. Co., New London WI. Private 
in Infantry for 3 years in US Regular Army. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  25 Jul 1917 
Discharged: 29 May 1919 
Address:  185 Pleasant St., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, QMC, Co. D, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Jan 1887 La Crosse Co WI.  
Died: 10 Oct 1920 New London, Waupaca WI (at the home of his parents on Pearl Street, New 
London – also listed as the home of his sister Gertrude Mayo Spurr)  
Find A Grave record: 178932189 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
 Burial location:  New London, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery:  Floral Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Albert M. Mayo, 1857 or 1859 NY – 25 Nov 1938 San Diego Co. CA. Son of Matthew Mayo & 
Delphine M. Peleitier. Buried in Most Precious Blood Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave:  103729221 
 
Mother: Katherine Blumer Mayo, 22 Mar 1862 La Crosse Co. WI – 24 May 1943 Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles CA. Daughter of Mathias Blumer & Anna Weiker. Buried in Most Precious Blood Cemetery, 
New London, Waupaca WI.  
Find A Grave:  103730160  
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Catherine (Katherine) Kerrigan Mayo Schultz, 8 May 1908 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 29 Apr 
1985 Madison, Dane WI.  
Widow Catherine married William Christian Schultz (1890-1971, F: 190120936). 
Buried in Pinelawn Memorial Park, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  190616574 
Marriage: 21 Jun 1919 in Menomonee, Menomonee MI, by justice of the peace John E. Jones. Ralph 
A. Mayo, age 32, b. La Crosse WI, son of Albert Mayo & Katherine Blumer, resident of New London 
WI, buyer in store. Catherine Kerrigan, age 19, b. Appleton WI, daughter of Michael Kerrigan & Mary 
Loessel, resident of Appleton WI, stenographer.  
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Birth of son Donald Ralph Mayo – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 31 Aug 1920 p 2 

 
Child: 

• Donald Ralph Mayo, 30 Aug 1920 Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI – 6 Oct 1992 Madison, Dane 
WI. Was an infant when his father died. In the 1930 census, Donald (age 9, WI) lived with his 
grandparents Michael & Mary Kerrigan, also great-grandmother Eliza Kerrigan & his 
mother’s sibings. Husband of Charlotte M. Mayer (1920-2000, F: 72098853) on 15 Feb 1946 
in Onslow Co. NC. Sergeant in US Marine Corps, WWII. Buried in Wood National Cemetery, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 2917533 

 
Siblings:  Ralph was the 2nd child. 

• Myrtle Lucia Mayo, 26 Feb 1885 Rhinelander, Oneida WI - 2 Dec 1973 Los Angeles Co. CA. 
Resided in New London WI until 1918 when she moved to the West Coast. Was music 
supervisor in the Los Angeles School System. Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, 
Waupaca WI. F: 195471298 

• Beulah A. Mayo Cline Bussjaeger, 12 Oct 1889 Wood Co. WI – 25 Jun 1965 (on Find A Grave 
as 1 Jul 1965) Los Angeles Co. CA. SSN 564-14-1286. Married in 1917 to Willard Edwin Cline 
(1882-1955, F: 103730800), the son of George W. Cline & Josephine Hickey. Married to 
Albert Walrich Bussjaeger (1890-1952 F: 3694171, buried in Los Angeles National 
Cemetery). Beulah is buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 
195053127 

• Gertrude Delphin Mayo Spurr, 12 Feb 1892 Wittenberg, Shawano WI – 8 May 1965 New 
London, Waupaca WI. Wife of John Lawrence Spurr (1888-1975, F: 203426828), whom she 
married 2 Feb 1911 in New London, Waupaca WI. Active in the local & national Republican 
Party. Buried in Maple Creek Cemetery No. 1, New London, Outagamie WI. F: 203426911 

• Francis Peltier (“Pike”) Mayo, 22 Aug 1894 Antigo, Langdale WI – 25 Aug 1972 Madison, 
Dane WI. Husband of Sarah Keyes (1892-1996, F: 86285414) whom he married in 5 Sep 
1922 Kansas City, Wyandotte KS. WWI veteran. Graduate of University of Wisconsin. 
Attorney. Accountant. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86285413 

• Jerome St. John Mayo, 23 Nov 1900 Wausau, Marathon WI – 21 Aug 1986 Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles CA. Husband of Hester Ann Whiting (1901-1984, F: 85912554). Buried in Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. F: 85912555 

• Walton Donald (“Bob”) Mayo, 3 Aug 1904 [obituary claims Feb 1905] Waupaca, Waupaca 
WI – 28 Mar 1958 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. Casting director for Paramount Studios 
(also Columbia Studios) in Hollywood CA for 25 years, retiring 10 years before his death. 
Moved to Spokane WA with his parents at age 15 & a year later moved to Hollywood CA, 
where he resided until his death. Husband of actress Patricia Farr (Arleine Rutledge 
“Patricia” Farr), 1913-1948, F: 85462056. Bob visited his New London WI relatives every 
summer. Charter member of ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers). Walton is buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 
85462074 
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Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Ralph’s lifeboat arrived on the isle of Islay, Scotland, where he was housed with Annie S. Osborne. 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those on board Tuscania, from New 
London WI: Ralph A. Mayo. 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 8 – among the saved: Ralph Mayo of New 
London WI, the brother of Mrs. John Spurr, who formerly lived here when her husband was 
employed on the Soo Line. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 18 Oct 1919 p 8 – Miss Vivian Palmer hosted a 
miscellaneous shower at her home last night for Mrs. Ralph Mayo of Manitowoc WI, the former 
Katherine Kerrigan of Appleton. Mrs. Mayo returned to Manitowoc today. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Appleton [WI] Post-Crescent" 19 Oct 1920 p 6 - Ralph died at the home of his parents Mr. & Mrs. 
A.M. Mayo on Pearl St., New London WI. Member of Co. M, Was afloat for 7 hours in a lifeboat 
which landed on Islay, where he helped to identify & bury the dead. 
Survived by wife, 6-week-old son, parents, 3 sisters, 3 brothers. Masonic funeral, with Masons, 
veterans, military escort accompanying body to Floral Hill Cemetery.  
  
Censuses: 
 
1905 WI state census – New London, Waupaca WI - as of 1 Jun 1905 
Katherine Mayo, 43 WI, married, father b. Switzerland, mother b. Germany 
Myrtle, 20 WI, school teacher 
Ralph, 18 WI, clerk 
Beulah, 15 WI 
Gertrude, 13 WI 
Francis, 11 WI 
Jerome, 4 WI 
Walton, 1 WI 
[for the children: father – who is not listed – b. NY, father b. WI] 
 
 
?? 
1910 Cuartel de España, Manila, Philippines – conducted 7 Jul 1910 
Ralph Mayo, private, 23 WI, single, father b. NY, mother b. WI, soldier in 20th Infantry 
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1920 Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI – conducted 2 Jan 1920 – Ralph’s son born 30 Aug 1920 – Ralph 
died 10 Oct 1920 
Ralph A. Mayo, 32 WI, father b. NY, mother b. WI, manager, store 
Catherine, 19 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. US 
 
 


