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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Mayer, Joseph Eugene 
1896 NY – 1978 NY 
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Joseph Eugene Mayer – left: Find A Grave 169568107 and in “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Friday 8 Feb 
1918 p 2  – right: “NY Evening World” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Friday 12 Oct 1951 p 21 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0416-
00170?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB31090&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=176420  
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Wartime: 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” Sunday 23 Dec 1917 p 47 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/686925909/?terms=%22joseph%20e%20mayer%22&match
=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/686925909/?terms=%22joseph%20e%20mayer%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/686925909/?terms=%22joseph%20e%20mayer%22&match=1
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“Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Unlucky with water? – almost drowned in 1914 – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Monday 22 Jun 1914 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/59737802/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%20
brookhaven&match=1  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/59737802/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%20brookhaven&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/59737802/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%20brookhaven&match=1
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 3 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Joseph Mayer, 24, Patchogue, Long Island NY & Elsie Newmann, 26, 62 Grand Ave. – surname also 
found as Neumann & Neuman - “Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Wednesday 5 May 1920 p 7 
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Marriage of Joseph Eugene Mayer & Elsie L. Neumann on 23 May 1920 – “Brooklyn (NY) Chat” 

Saturday 8 May 1920 p 13 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/576542366/?terms=%22joseph%20e%20mayer%22&match

=1 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Frank X. Mayer – “Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 17 Oct 1935 p 17 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/577611780/?article=4aec780d-75be-4674-8552-

46b8bae73be5 
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Passport application of father Francis Xavier Mayer 7 Jan 1922 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1831-
0450?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=81512  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1831-0450?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=81512
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1831-0450?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=81512
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Children: 
 

 
Marriage of son Richard Walter Mayer to Grace Elizabeth (Betty) Wilson on 12 Sep 1940 – “Newsday 

(Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Monday 13 Sep 1940 p 18 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of Frank Xavier Mayer, Jr. on 17 Aug 1969 in Largo FL – “Newsday” (Nassau Edition) 

(Hempstead NY) Saturday 23 Aug 1969 p 25 
 

 
Obituary of sister Mary E. Mayer Grampp – “Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Friday 18 Dec 

1987 p 190 
 



17 
 

 

 
Marriage of brother John J. Mayer to Ruth D. Helfenstein 7 Jun 1925 – “Brooklyn Times Union” 

Tuesday 9 Jun 1925 p12 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/558641832/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%2

0brookhaven&match=1  
              

Name:  Joseph Eugene Mayer 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,192 
Entered service from:  Patchogue, Suffolk NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph E. Mayer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Frank X. Mayer, Patchogue NY  
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph E. Mayer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Marie Mayer, Patchogue NY (sgt 1st class, 
213th Aero Sq)   

https://www.newspapers.com/image/558641832/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%20brookhaven&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/558641832/?terms=%22joseph%20mayer%22%20florist%20brookhaven&match=1
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Eugene Mayer - b. 19 Mar 1896 Patchogue NY; 
res: 74 Maple Ave., Patchogue, Suffolk NY. Single. Bicycle repairer for myself, Sayville, 
Long Island NY. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Medford Ave., Rte #8, Patchogue, Long Island 
NY 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph E. Mayer - b. 19 Mar 1896 Patchogue NY; res: 
Medford Ave., Patchogue, Suffolk NY. NOK Elsie Mayer, same address. Self-employed on 
Medford Ave., Patchogue, Suffolk NY. Height: 5’8” – 185 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  cannot locate 
Enlisted:  
Discharged:  
Address:   
Rank/unit: 
 
NY, WWI Army service record: 
Joseph E. Mayer, serial 250192. Resident of 74 Maple Ave., Patchogue, Suffolk NY. Enlisted at 
Mineola, Long Island NY on 1 Aug 1917 at age 21 years 4 months. Born Patchogue NY. In 15th Aero 
Squadron, Signal C to 1 Dec 1917 – in 213th Aero Squadron, Signal C to discharge. Promoted to 
private 1st class 30 Sep 1918 – to corporal 1 Feb 1919 – to sergeant 1 Apr 1919 – to sergeant 1st class 
1 May 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Discharged 10 Jun 1919. 0% disabled.   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Mar 1896 Patchogue, Suffolk NY  
Died: 17 Jun 1978 Patchogue, Suffolk NY   
Find A Grave record: 169568107 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Coram, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Holy Sepulchre 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Francis/Frank Xavier Mayer, 21 Jun 1867 Alsace, France – 17 Oct Patchogue, Suffolk NY. 
Son of Ignatz Mayer. The oldest barber in Patchogue NY, he was hit by a car while walking in the 
crosswalk on the way to a Foresters meeting. The car was driven by William Arnott. Frank suffered a 
brain concussion & two fractures in his right leg. His obituary notes he became a barber’s 
apprentice in Nancy, France, at age 14, then moved to Paris, France, where he worked for 3 years 
before coming to Jersey City NJ in 1889. In 1892 he moved to Patchogue NY. Buried in St. Francis 
DeSales Cemetery, Patchogue, Suffolk NY.  
Find A Grave: 137407847 
 
Mother: Ellen Rogers Mayer, 1875 (Find A Grave) or Dec 1876 Irish Free State [Ireland] – 8 Oct 1956 
Patchogue, Suffolk NY. Arrived in the US in 1891 or 1892. Buried in St. Francis DeSales Cemetery, 
Patchogue, Suffolk NY. 
Find A Grave:  137407932 
Parents’ marriage:  24 Sep 1893 Patchogue, Suffolk NY 
 
Spouse: Elsie Neumann Mayer, 10 Mar 1894 Kings Co. NY – died or was interred 12 Jul 1972 (also 
found as 1973). Daughter of Louis & Annie L. Neumann. In the 1915 NY state census, Louis (50 
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Germany, barber) & Annie L. (47 US, housework) Neumann lived at 62 Grant Ave. [the address Elsie 
used on her marriage license] with daughters Elsie (21 US( & Ernestiene (24 US), both 
stenographers. Buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Coram, Suffolk NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  169568105  
Marriage: 23 May 1920, at Blessed Sacrament Church, Pine St. near Fulton, Brooklyn NY. License 
announced in newspaper of 3 May 1920.  
 
Children: 

• Robert Joseph Mayer, 27 Nov 1921 Patchogue, Suffolk NY – 2 May 2003. SSN 399-24-0407. 
On his WWII (1942) draft registration, Robert lived on Medford Avenue in Patchogue NY. His 
NOK & his employer were Joseph Mayer. Richard Walter Mayer, 2 Feb 1927 Patchogue, 
Suffolk NY - .  Married Grace Elizabeth (Betty) Wilson (1927-2011). On his WWII (1942) draft 
card, he lived at 399 Medford Ave., Patchogue NY. His NOK & his employer were Joseph 
Meyer. He enlisted in the US Army Air Corps on 9 Jun 1945. – A summarized obituary lists 
“Marie Rosina” as his surviving wife. 

 
Siblings:  

• Francis (Frank) Xavier Mayer, Jr., 15 Jan 1896 NY – 17 Aug 1969 Largo, Pinellas Co. FL. 
Married in 1912 in NY to Mary Pokorny (1893-1975). Apparently married again.  

• Mary Mayer Grampp, 3 Nov 1897 NY – 19 Dec 1987 Brightwaters, Suffolk NY. SSN 082-26-
8877. Wife of Charles Grampp (1894-1965, F: 218368911). Buried in St. Lawrence Martyr 
Roman Catholic Cemetery, Sayville, Suffolk NY. F: 218368945 

• John J. Mayer, 25 Dec 1900 Patchogue, Suffolk NY – 19 Dec 1989. SSN 130-26-2405. Name 
is John J.C. Mayer on his NY birth record. Husband of Ruth D. Helfenstein, whose mother at 
the time of their marriage on 7 Jun 1925 in Patchogue, Suffolk NY was Mrs. Ralph Brainard 
of the Bronx. Ruth was born 1903, died 1990,  F: 137408351. Buried in St. Francis DeSales 
Cemetery, Patchogue, Suffolk NY. F: 137408330 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“NY Sun”: son of F.X. Mayer of Patchogue NY) (enlisted Mineola NY 1 Aug 1917) 
 
“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – on board: Joseph E. Mayer, private, Patchogue, 
Long Island NY. Mother Mrs. Frank X. Mayer. 
 
“NY Herald” 9 Feb 1918: enlisted as mechanic at Mineola NY Jul 1917. Well-known in town 
as he ran a bicycle store in nearby Sayville. 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – reported safe: Joseph E. Mayer, 
Patchogue NY. 
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"Brooklyn Daily Express" 13 Feb 1918 p 8 - Michael Rogers died 9 Feb 1918 at the home of 
his daughter, Mrs. Frank X. Mayer, Maple Avenue, Patchogue NY, a few hours after she 
received news that her son Joseph E. Mayer was safe following the Tuscania sinking. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
According to the obituary found on Find A Grave 169568107, Joseph had started his own business 
at age 16, of bicycle repair. He became a flower grower in Suffolk Co. NY. In 1978 he established 
Mayer’s Greenhouses, on 3 acres of what became an 8-acre plot on Medford Avenue, just above 
Sunrise Highway. Twenty years before his death, he established the retail Mayer’s Flower Cottage. 
At the end of his life, he lived in Largo FL six months of the year. 
  
Social Security number: 126-30-7931 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – 
Frank X. MEYER, 32 France, Jun 1867, parents b. France, emigrated 1889, in US for 10 years, 
naturalized, barber 
Nellie, 23 Ireland, Dec 1876, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, gave birth to 3 
children, 3 are living 
Frank, 5 NY, Jul 1894, at school 
Joseph, 4 NY, Mar 1896 
Mary Helen, 1 NY, Nov 1898 
& sister-in-law Mary Rogers, 22 Ireland, Apr 1878, parents b. Ireland, single, 
& boarder Charles P. Smith, 42 NY, Mar 1858 
 
1910 Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – Jayne/Jane Ave. 
Frank Mayer, 42 France, parents b. France, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, emigrated 1891, 
naturalized, barber, own shop 
Ellen, 33 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living, emigrated 
1894 (?) or 1897? Or ? 
Frank, 15 NY 
Joseph, 14 NY 
Mary E., 12 NY 
John, 9 NY 
 
1915 NY state census – Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – 49 Jayne Ave. 
Frank E. Mayer, 45 France, barber 
Helen, 38 Ireland, housewife 
Joseph, 18 US, bicycle store 
Mary, 17 US, school 
John, 14 US, school 
& father-in-law Michael Rogers, 73 Ireland, no occupation 
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1920 Patchogue, Suffolk NY – 74 Maple Ave. 
Frank X. Mayer, 50 France, parents b. France, emigrated 1890, naturalized 1897, barber, store 
Ella, 43 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1891, naturalized 1891 
Joseph, 23 NY, machinist, garage 
Mary, 22 NY, bookkeeper, meat market 
John, 19 NY, barber, store 
& boarder Gustave Seyfreid, 60 Germany, barber, helper 
 
1925 NY state census – Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – Jayne St. 
Jos. E. Mayer, 29 US, auto mechanic 
Elsie L., 31 US, housework 
Robt. Jos., 3 US 
 
1930 Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – 425 Medford Ave. – conducted 17 May 1930 
Joseph Mayer, 34 NY, father b. France, mother b. Irish Free State, age 25 at 1st marriage, proprietor, 
greenhouse, WWI veteran 
Elsie, 36 NY, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Robert J., 8 NY 
Richard W., 3 years 1 month NY 
 
1940 Brookhaven, Suffolk NY – Medford Ave. – same house in 1935 
Joseph Mayer, 44 NY, florist, greenhouse 
Elsie, 46 NY 
Robert, 18 NY 
Richard, 13 NY 
 
 


