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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
Mathson, Lee Melvin 

1898 WI – 1976 WI 
 

 
 

Lee Melvin Mathson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” 7 Feb 1949 p 2 
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Lee Melvin Mathson – “Winona (MN) Daily News” 7 Feb 1950 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/414614096/?terms=%22lee%20mathson%22%20tuscania&
match=1  

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/414614096/?terms=%22lee%20mathson%22%20tuscania&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/414614096/?terms=%22lee%20mathson%22%20tuscania&match=1
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Obituary of Lee Melvin Mathson – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Monday 20 Dec 1976 

p 5 
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Obituary of Lee Melvin Mathson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 19 Dec 1976 p 10 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K46L-
L?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9GN-83ZM 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Martin Mathson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 26 Jan 1937 p 9 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Bertha (Betsy) Hanson Mathson – from her Find A Grave 97780434 
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Siblings: 

 

  
Obituary of brother Alvin Alfred Mathson – “Winona (MN) Republican-Herald” Tuesday 2 Sep 1952 p 
11 
 

 
Obituary of brother Rudolph Magness Mathson – wrong death year inscribed on tombstone – 

“Winona (MN) Daily News” Thursday 4 Feb1954 p 17 
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Obituary of brother Harry Merlin Mathson – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Tuesday 27 Feb 1990 p 4 
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Obituary of brother Basil Theodore Mathson – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Tuesday 18 Apr 1950 p 15 
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Brother Basil Mathson wounded in WWII – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 17 
Mar 1945 p 5 
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Suicide of brother Basil Theodore Mathson – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Monday 17 Apr 

1950 p 4 
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Victor Edward Mathson, the somersaulter on skis – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Wednesday 25 Feb 

1925 p 9 
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Court action against brother Victor Edward Mathson – “Winona (MN) Republican-Herald” 
Wednesday 4 Oct 1950 p 16 

 

 
Death of brother Victor Edward Mathson in the Eugene OR jail – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Wednesday 

30 Sep 1959 p 15 
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Obituary of sister Evelyn M. Mathson Hulings – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Monday 3 Dec 

1984 p 21 
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Obituary of sister Evelyn M. Mathson Hulings – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Monday 3 Dec 1984 p 7 
 

 
Obituary of sister Lucile B. Mathson Jacobs – “Chicago (IL) Tribune” Monday 29 Dec 2003 p 2-5 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother Lawrence J. Mathson – “Winona (MN) Daily News” Wednesday 27 Oct 

1993 p 4 
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Marriage of brother Lawrence James Mathson to Lucille Irene Mattson – “Eau Claire (WI) 

Leader-Telegram” Sunday 29 Aug 1937 p 4 
 

Children: 
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Marriage of daughter Victoria Mathson to Ivan Mann 20 Dec 1944 Chicago, Cook, IL – “Eau 

Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 20 Jan 1945 p 4 
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Marriage of son Arthur Mathson in Nashua IA on 10 Feb 1949 to Alice (Alyce) Mae Van 

Gordon – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Friday 18 Feb 1949 p 8 
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Marriage of daughter Ruth La Mae Mathson to Thomas Richardson Williams 3 Feb 1951 

Blair, Trempealeau WI – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Monday 12 Feb 1951 p 6 
 



21 
 

 

 

 
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/2412434/Ruth-Mathson-Williams 

           
 
Name:  Lee Melvin Mathson 
Name variations:  Mattson / Matson  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. F - private 
Serial number:  251,342 
Entered service from:  Blair, Trempealeau WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lee M. Mathson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Martin B. Mathson, Blair WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lee M. Mathson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Martin B. Mathson, Blair WI (cpl, Co. F, 107th Supply Train)   
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Blair WI (spelled Mattson) (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI 
Survivors)  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Lee Melvin Mathson – b. 18 Feb 1898 Jackson WI; res: 
Blair, Trempealeau WI. NOK Mrs. Alma Mathson, same address. Employed by Hardy Blair Co., 
Blair, Trempealeau WI. Height: 6’ – 210 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged: 29 May 1919 
Address:  Blair WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. F, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Feb 1898 Black River Falls, Jackson WI  
Died: 18 Dec 1976 Blair, Trempealeau WI (at his home in Blair, heart attack)  
Find A Grave record: 145538760 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Taylor, Jackson WI 
Cemetery:  Trempealeau Valley 
Tombstone: veteran flat: CPL US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Martin B. Mathson, 24 Jan 1871 Vaaler, Norway – 23 Jan 1937 Blair, Trempealeau WI. Son of 
Matias Olsen Braenden & Martea Olsdatter Braenden. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, 
Trempealeau WI.  
Find A Grave:  97780391 
 
Mother: Bertha (Betsy) Hanson Mathson, 20 Jul 1870 Norway – 25 Sep 1950 Blair, Trempealeau WI. 
Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. 
Find A Grave:  97780434 
Parents’ marriage:  7 Apr 1897 Jackson Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Alma Oteila Otterson Mathson, 11 Nov 1902 Franklin, Jackson WI – 14 Mar 1982 Blair, 
Trempealeau WI. Daughter of Oluf Olson Otterson & Bertha Berntson. Buried in Trempealeau Valley 
Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  152886251 
Marriage: 2 Dec 1922 Winona Co. MN 
 
Children: 

• Victoria Bernice Mathson Mann, 6 Apr 1923 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 30 Dec 1970 Skokie, 
Cook IL. Wife of Ivan Jack Mann (1907-1990). Buried in Irving Park Cemetery, Chicago, Cook 
IL. F: 202351047  

• Arthur Ray Mathson, 1 Sep 1926 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 20 May 1991 Blair, Trempealeau 
WI. Private 1st class in US Army in WWII. Resident of Blair WI in Dec 1976. Dead by Feb 
2021. Tombstone has blank half reading “Alyce May, 1931 – “. Arthur married Alice Mae Van 
Gordon on 10 Feb 1949 in Nashua IA. Buried in Zion Lutheran Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau 
WI. F: 147556515 

• Ruth Mathson Williams, 13 Apr 1928 Whitehall, Trempealeau WI – 20 Nov 2010 Fairfax Co. 
VA. Grew up in Blair WI where she graduated from high school, then went with some friends 
to work at the Pentagon in Washington DC. Met US Navy officer & D.C. native Thomas 
Richardson Williams. They married 3 Feb 1951 in Blair, Trempealeau WI. Spent time in Key 
West FL, then came back to northern VA & founded Thomas R. Williams Construction Co. 
Tom was killed in a plane crash in 1975. - Resident of Burke VA in Dec 1976. - Buried in 
Fairfax Memorial Park, Fairfax Co. VA. F: 62995735 

• Leland James (Lee) Mathson, 18 Feb 1937 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 8 Feb 2021 Eau Claire, 
Eau Claire WI. Graduate of Blair (WI) High School in 1955. Enlisted in the US Navy; was 
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stationed at Coronado CA. Married Barbara Ann Tidquist on 12 Jan 1957; married 64 years 
at the time of his death. After Navy service, moved to Eau Claire WI & worked at Northern 
States Power Co. as a draftsman/surveyor until retiring in 1992. Resident of Eau Claire WI in 
Dec 1976. Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 222529912 

• Jerry Mathson. Graduate of Blair (WI) High School (1959). Resident of Verona, Dane WI in 
Dec 1976. Resident of 6677 Sunset Dr., Verona WI.  

 
Siblings:  

• Alvin Alfred (“Paavy”) Mathson, 28 Jan 1900 Black River Falls, Jackson WI – 11 Sep 1952 
Whitehall, Trempealeau WI. In the US Army from 12 Sep 1942 to 13 Oct 1942; honorable 
discharge due to chronic disability. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. 
F: 97812120  

• Rudolph Magness Mathson, 3 Sep 1901 Black River Falls, Jackson WI – 31 Jan 1954 (1953 is 
inscribed on tombstone) Chicago, Cook IL. Birth date of 3 Sep 1901 on WWII draft card. 
Never married. Buried Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. F: 97812160 

• Harry Merlin Mathson, 6 Jan 1904 Black River Falls, Jackson WI – 24 Feb 1990 La Crosse, La 
Crosse WI. Husband of Mildred Viola Thompson (1913-1989). Resident of Blair WI in Dec 
1976. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. F: 97780069 

• Basil Theodore Mathson, 2 Feb 1906 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 14 Apr 1950 Blair, 
Trempealeau WI. Served in WWII (1942-1945). Death by suicide. Shot himself in the chest 
with a rifle. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. F: 97780354 

• Victor Edward (“Happy”) Mathson, 6 Nov 1907 on his WWII (1942) draft card & 1908 on one 
Find A Grave & 1909 on the other Blair, Trempealeau WI – 29 Sep 1959 Eugene, Lane OR. 
Arrested in Blair WI in Jul 1950 on charges of non-support of his wife & 3 children. He was 
placed on probation for 12 months, but returned to jail after breaking his parole. Had been a 
prisoner in the Trempealeau County (WI) jail since the start of 1951 & had been working at 
painting & being a janitor, until he disappeared after working at the courthouse adjacent to 
the jail on 10 Feb 1951. – Then arrested in Eugene, Lane Co. OR, he died of a heart attack in 
a jail cell there. – Victor’s wife was Ruby Eldora Holstad (1916-1991, F: 53574108). They 
married when he was age 34 & she age 25 on 7 Dec 1940 in Winneshiek Co. IA. First 
marriage for both. He was a lineman. - Victor has two Find A Grave numbers, one (F: 
191377116) saying his burial place is unknown & the other (80217205) stating he is buried in 
Laurel Grove Cemetery, Springfield, Lane OR.  

• Evelyn Margaret Mathson Hulings, 14 Sep 1909 WI – 1 Dec 1984 Trempealeau Co. WI.  SSN 
343-09-6069. Resident of Chicago IL in Dec 1976.  Married 26 Sep 1938 in Boonsville MO to 
Ernest James Hulings (b. 26 Jun 1911 Aurora MO, a Chicago IL resident in 1942, NOK Mrs. 
Evelyn Hulings, employed Commercial Auto, 2147 N. Clark St., Chicago IL (according to 
Ernest’s WWII draft card). Ernest had previously married on 27 Jun 1931 in Jackson Co. MO 
to Mary K. Fredrick. Ernest is buried in Wood National Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, 
FL 2911671. Evelyn is buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. F: 97812193 

• Lucile Mathson Jacobs, 11 Jan 1913 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 28 Dec 2003. SSN 347-01-
6594Graduate of Blair (WI) High School (1931). Wife of Isaac Jacobs. As Mrs. J. Jacobs, 
resident of Chicago IL in Dec 1976. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. 
F: 97814032 

• Lawrence James Mathson, 28 Sep 1914 Blair, Trempealeau WI – 25 Oct 1993. Husband of 
Lucille Irene Mattson (1916-1995) who is confused with his sister Lucile Mathson Jacobs. 
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Resident of Blair WI in Dec 1976. Buried in Rest Haven Cemetery, Blair, Trempealeau WI. F; 
97814007 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Baptized 27 Mar 1898 in Black River Falls Evangelical Lutheran Church, Black River Falls, Jackson 
WI. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the rescued from Tuscania: Lee M. 
Mathson of Blair WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
"La Crosse (WI) Tribune" 7 Feb 1949 p 2 - photo at Tuscania reunion, from Blair WI, listed as Lee 
Mattson 
 
Obituary: 
 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune" 19 Dec 1976 p 10 (& several other papers in Eau Claire WI & Winona MN) - 
funeral 20 Dec 1976 in Blair WI. Died at age 78, b. Black River Falls WI. WWI veteran. Married Alma 
Otterson 2 Dec 1922 in Winona MN. Survived by wife, 2 sons, daughter, 2 brothers, 2 sisters. The 
son of Martin & Betsy Mathson. Burial in Trempealeau Valley Cemetery.  
  
Social Security number: 395-05-6532 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Black River Falls, Jackson WI – First St. – conducted 18 Jun 1900 
Martin MATSON, 28 Norway, Jun 1872, parents b. Norway, no emigration information, married 3 
years, blacksmith 
Betsy, 27 Norway, Jul 1872, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1881, in US for 19 years, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Lee M., 2 WI, Feb 1898 
Alvin, 4 months WI, Jan 1900 
 
1910 Blair, Trempealeau WI  
Martin Mathson, 39 Norway, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, emigrated 1888, 
papers filed, blacksmith, own shop 
Bertha, 39 Norway, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Lee, 12 WI 
Alvin, 10 WI 
Rudolph, 8 WI 
Harry, 6 WI 
Bazel, 4 WI 
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Victor, 2 WI 
Eveline, zero WI 
& servant Emma Hanson, 22 
 
1920 Preston township, Blair, Trempealeau WI 
Martin B. MATSON, 49 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1889, naturalized 1900, blacksmith, 
general shop 
Betsy, 49 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1886 
Lee, 21 WI, mechanic auto, garage 
Alvin, 19 WI, laborer, odd job 
Rudolph, 17 WI 
Harry, 15 WI 
Basil, 13 WI 
Victor, 11 WI 
Evelyn, 9 WI 
Lucile, 7 WI 
Lawrence, 5 WI 
 
1930 Blair, Trempealeau WI 
Lee M. Mathson, 31 WI, parents b. Norway, age 24 at 1st marriage, auto mechanic, garage, WWI 
veteran 
Alma O., 27 WI, parents b. Norway, age 20 at 1st marriage 
Victoria B., 7 WI 
Arthur R., 3 WI 
Ruth L., 1 Wi 
 
1940 Blair, Trempealeau WI – Immel St. – same house in 1935 
Lee MATTSON, 42 WI, mechanic, garage 
Alma, 36 WI 
Victoria, 17 WI 
Arthur James, 13 WI 
Ruth, 12 WI 
Leland, 3 WI 
 
 


