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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Martin, William James 
1896 NY – 1981 FL 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/109339612/person/422081141151/media/7fa47116-26a0-4cdc-baa3-
f3ccd06e5883 
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Caption reads: family of William James Martin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/60549868/person/46060407591/media/54fd200d-ffad-4913-baac-
af978f1fc483?_phsrc=hFB30302&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of William James Martin – “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Monday 12 Oct 1981 p 20 
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Obituary of William James Martin – “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Monday 12 Oct 1981 p 11 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K7CP-
1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TBN-H4W2 

 
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Ernest James Martin – “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Thursday 12 May 1932 p 5 

 
Second wife: Eleanor LaCoste Martin 
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Wife Eleanor Claire Lacoste Martin with son William Eugene Martin at 4 ½ months – Sep 

1936 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346650/media/0cb581b5-8282-4b0d-909d-

17e32576b113  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346650/media/0cb581b5-8282-4b0d-909d-17e32576b113
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346650/media/0cb581b5-8282-4b0d-909d-17e32576b113
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346650/media/0cb581b5-8282-4b0d-909d-17e32576b113
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Obituary of 2nd wife Eleanor Claire Lacoste Martin – “South Florida Sun Sentinel” (Fort 

Lauderdale FL) Wednesday 24 Nov 1993 p 13 
 

Children by his 1st wife Anastasia Fleming: 
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Obituary of son Donald Thomas Martin – Left: “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Sunday 2 Apr 2012 p 

B7 – right: photograph from Find A Grave 97873569 
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Engagement of daughter Patricia Ann Martin to James L. Ewart Jr. – “Newsday” (Nassau 

Edition) (Hempstead NY) Friday 30 Jan 1953 p 34  
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Obituary of Patricia Martin Ewart, d. 16 Nov 1978 – “Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville 
NY) Saturday 18 Nov 1978 p 17 

 
Children by his 2nd wife Eleanor Lacoste: 

 
Son Eugene William Martin with father, William James Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/222319ae-64ee-4ff5-a735-

ba7a4395fe5a 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/222319ae-64ee-4ff5-a735-ba7a4395fe5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/222319ae-64ee-4ff5-a735-ba7a4395fe5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/222319ae-64ee-4ff5-a735-ba7a4395fe5a
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Eugene William Martin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/5a1b9470-f355-49a9-bd18-
d48773796e77 

 

http://www.tributes.com/show/102108301  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/5a1b9470-f355-49a9-bd18-d48773796e77
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/5a1b9470-f355-49a9-bd18-d48773796e77
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167246413/person/152169346072/media/5a1b9470-f355-49a9-bd18-d48773796e77
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Obituary of son Ronald James Martin - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunsentinel/name/ronald-martin-
obituary?pid=168122396  

 
Siblings: 

 
Siblling #3 Harold John Martin 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunsentinel/name/ronald-martin-obituary?pid=168122396
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sunsentinel/name/ronald-martin-obituary?pid=168122396
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WWI draft registration for Harold John Martin – on 24 Aug 1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005263077_01570?pId
=215174829  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005263077_01570?pId=215174829
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005263077_01570?pId=215174829
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VT marriage record of Harold John Martin & Rose Magdeline Spacek on 1 Sep 1920 in 

Manchester VT - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_206641-

00323?pId=308659  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_206641-00323?pId=308659
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_206641-00323?pId=308659
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VT death record of brother Harold John Martin 

(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_203744-
04584?pId=60004367 

 
           
 
Name:  William James Martin 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - sergeant  
Serial number:  250,085 
Entered service from:  Allamuchy, Warren NJ 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:   
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Ernest Martin, Allamuchy NJ 
Returned from war on:  "George Washington" Mar 1919, "walking cases requiring no dressing" - 
"fracture sacrum" 
Sailed on return ship as: William J. Martin 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. W.J. Martin, Maple Place, Minoela [sic/Mineola], Long 
Island NY (MSE, 213th Aero Sq)   
World War I draft registration (1917):   
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William James Martin – b. 8 Feb 1896 Long Island NY; res: 
80-14 – 247th St., Bellerose, NYC, NY. NOK Eleanore Martin, same address. Employed by Ryan 
Crane Shovel Service, 22nd St., Long Island City NY. “flag on left arm – tattoo” Height: 5’4 ½” – 175 
lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 6 Apr 1917 
Discharged: 15 Jul 1920 
Address:  29 Elizabeth Ave., Hempstead NY 
Rank/unit:  master electrician, 1st Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Feb 1896 East Islip, Suffolk NY  
Died: 10 Oct 1981 Pompano Beach, Broward FL (also reported as East Islip, Suffolk NY  but he was 
Pompano Beach resident & arrangements were handled by Pompano Beach funeral home)   
Find A Grave record: 160634485 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:   Bay Shore, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  St. Patrick 
Tombstone: Aero Sq 213 vet - WWI (abbreviated) - also 213th Aero Squadron “Indian head” symbol  
 
Father: Ernest James Martin, May 1869 Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England – 11 May 1932 Suffolk Co. 
NY.  Son of Douglas Martin & Sylvia Seeger.  Died from injuries received 2 years earlier when 
saddling a horse. Buried in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. 
Find A Grave:  109082784 
 
Mother: Catherine (Katie/Kate) Nestor Martin, 2 May 1874 (also found as 1872) County Limerick, 
Ireland – 1 Apr 1940 NY. Daughter of James Nestor & Ellen O. Regan. Buried in Saint Patrick 
Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. 
Find A Grave: 109082755   
Parents’ marriage:  17 May 1893 Bay Shore, Suffolkd NY (also found as 1892) 
 
Spouse:  Anastasia (Ann) Catherine Fleming Martin, 21 Nov 1897 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 21 Feb 1986 
San Bernardino Co. CA. (interment: 6 Feb 1986. Shares her tombstone with son John William 
Martin. Buried in Cemetery of the Holy Rood, Westbury, Nassau NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  171649965 
Marriage: 8 Sep 1917 Mineola, Nassau NY. Apparently divorced between 1927 & 1936 births of 
children by different wives. See: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61632/images/48576_556169-
01033?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=97945023094d202d35531e
f1780194c2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30349&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=63
43494  
 
Spouse:  Eleanor Claire Lacoste Martin, 11 Sep 1917 Pittsfield, Berkshire MA – Nov 1993 Pompano 
Beach, Broward FL. Daughter of Eugene Louis Lacoste (1880-1942) & Elizabeth Freit. Buried in Saint 
Patrick Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  160634472 
Marriage:  
 
Children: by 1st wife Anastasia Martin 

• John William Martin, 25 Aug 1918 Mineola, Nassau NY – 23 Aug 1969 (may be interment). 
John was born while his father William was at war. His WWII draft registration lists his 
birthdate & place, his current residence as Ellison Ave., Westbury, Nassau NY, and his NOK 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61632/images/48576_556169-01033?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=97945023094d202d35531ef1780194c2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30349&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6343494
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61632/images/48576_556169-01033?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=97945023094d202d35531ef1780194c2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30349&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6343494
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61632/images/48576_556169-01033?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=97945023094d202d35531ef1780194c2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30349&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6343494
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61632/images/48576_556169-01033?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=97945023094d202d35531ef1780194c2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30349&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6343494


19 
 

 

as his mother, “Mrs. Ainsatisen Martin.” – Husband of Lillian Deyo (1915-1974), daughter of 
William H. Deyo & Eva May Greene. Shares tombstone with mother Anastasia in Cemetery 
of the Holy Rood, Westbury, Nassau NY. F: 171649881 

• Donald Thomas Martin, 28 Jan 1920 Mineola, Nassau NY – 25 Aug 2012 Citrus Heights, 
Sacramento CA. Husband of Ruth Olive Scott (1915-1995, F: 96349260), daughter of Daniel 
W. Scott & Lurena A. Amidon. – Survived by wife Marylouise (Willert?). Buried in Sacramento 
Valley National Cemetery, Dixon, Solano CA. F: 97873569 

• Patricia Ann Martin Ewart, 25 Sep 1927 Hempstead, Nassau NY – 16 Nov 1978 NY. Wife of 
James Louis Ewart Jr. (d. 31 Mar 2011, F: 177347666). Buried in Saint Charles Cemetery, 
East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. F: 177347664 

 
Children: by 2nd wife Eleanor Lacoste: 

• Eugene William (“Gene”) Martin, 9 May 1936 Bronx NY – 18 Jan 2015 Boca Raton, Palm 
Beach FL.   

• Ronald James Martin, 18 Apr 1942 NY – 18 Nov 2013 Lighthouse Point, Broward FL. Had 2 
wives. Married 13 Mar 1975 in Palm Beach Co. FL to Linda Louise Wilson. Buried in Our 
Lady Queen of Heaven Cemetery, North Lauderdale, Broward FL. F: 189362946 

 
Siblings:  William was the 2nd child. An additional sibling had died by the 1900 census (Alice, 
William, Harold, Catherine listed) and another sibling by 1910 (his mother had given birth to 9 
children, 7 of whom were living) 

• Alice Elizabeth Martin Spacey, Dec 1894 NY – 4 Apr 1962 NY. Listed as Mrs. Alice Spacey in 
her father’s May 1932 obituary. Ancestry.com family trees making her the wife of Atwell 
Esmond Wilson & dying in 1934 are incorrect; that Alice Elizabeth Martin was the daughter 
of Charles Martin & Lucy Davidson. Wife of Joseph A. Spacey (1886-1960, F: 109154073). 
Both are buried in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. F: 109154119 

• Harold John Martin, Jun 1897 Allamuchy, Warren NJ – 13 Dec 1980 Manchester, Bennington 
VT. SSN 078-14-5859A. Married Rose Magdeline Spacek on 1 Sep 1920 in Manchester VT. 
Was a private chauffeur.  Buried in Dellwood Cemetery, Manchester, Bennington VT. F: 
101630326 

• Catherine C. (“Kit”) Martin, Apr 1900 NJ -  Married George Godfrey Garrigan (1891-1938, 
buried in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY, F: 109154177) on 31 Mar 1920 in 
Manhattan NYC. Was Mrs. Catherine Garrigan in her father’s May 1932 obituary. George 
died 12 Mar 1938 at French Hospital, 330 W. 30th St., NYC, NY of acute toxic hepatitis & 
cardiac failure. His NY death record notes his burial in St. Patrick Cemetery. He was the son 
of Patrick or Michael Garrigan & Julia Wynne.  – In the 1930 census for Queens NY, George 
Garrigan (37), Catherine (30) & daughter Margaret Mary (9) lived in Qqueens NY. Might she 
be the Catherine Marie Garrigan who died Jul 1970 & is buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
North Arlington, Bergen NJ, F: 208999675. There is a Catharine M. Garrigan who died 3 Jul 
1970 in Lower township, Cape May NJ.  

• Ernest Joseph (“Ernie”) Martin Jr., 23 May 1904 Allamuchy, Warren NJ – 23 Mar 2005 East 
Greenbush (or Troy), Rensselaer NY. His father was Ernest James Martin; “Junior’s” middle 
name also found as John. Husband of Maria Agnes Doran (1904-1993, F: 173552794). 
Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY. F: 173552446 

• Ann/Anna Sylvia Martin, ca. 1905 NJ -  In 1920 census Ann & brother John lived in 
Smithtown, Suffolk NY with their parents. In 1930 the four lived at 252nd St. in Queens NY. 
An Ann M. Martin died on 1 Apr 1967 NY at age 63 in Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. 
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• John A. (“Jack”) Martin, 10 Jun 1908 NJ – Apr 1974 Suffolk Co. NY. SSN 050-10-5010. Buried 
(with Hertz tombstone) in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay Shore, Suffolk NY. F: 160635235  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Left the US on 19 Jun 1915, arriving in London, England, 29 Jun 1915. Enlisted in the Royal (British) 
Army. Discharged from the British Army in Jan 1916. 
 
Listed aboard “Orduna” which left Liverpool, England, on 24 Jun 1916 & arrived in NYC on 3 Jul 
1916, but two names are crossed off: 
William Martin, 20 (indexed as 80, but misread), b. 8 Feb 1896 Long Island, NY 
Harold John, 19, b. 23 Jun 1897 Long Island NY 
Both residents of Allamuchy NJ. 
[returning from stint in Royal Army] 
 
Wartime: 
 
Enlisted on the day the US declared war on Germany – 6 Apr 1917 
 
"NY Evening World" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - well-known, was in France for past 3 years, with 2 years in the 
Ambulance Corps & the last year with the British artillery.   
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Apparently was serving as the medical officer on RMS “Olympic” which left Southampton, England, 
on 20 Jun 1923 & arrived in NYC, NY on 27 Jun 1923. He was 27 years old.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_7516-
0202?treeid=109339612&personid=422081141151&hintid=&queryId=ae8166d942bbbdda4875916
582889453&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB30337&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=302
3053511 
 
Boarded Pan American Flight No. 452/09 in La Guaira, Venezuela, on 9 Dec 1947, arriving in NYC, 
NY in Dec 1947. 
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Obituary: 
 
Fort Lauderdale News" [FL] 12 Oct 1981 p 20, interview with son Ronald. William was a retired 
contractor who lived in Pompano Beach FL, d. age 85. Moved to area 25 years ago from Bellerose 
NY. Had 1st enlisted in British Army in WWI, was wounded, then joined 213th Aero Squadron. One 
of only 150 survivors of Tuscania (!) [fact: out of 2,179 troops aboard, about 10% - 215 men – were 
casualties]. Flight instructor at Mitchell Field, Long Island NY after war. Became engineering 
contractor who worked on Hoover Dam, Bonneville Dam, Holland Tunnel. In South Florida, he 
founded M&M Excavating Inc., Ft. Lauderdale. Wife Eleanor C. & other survivors listed 
  
Social Security number: 351-05-4320 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Allamuchy, Warren NJ 
Ernest Martin, 31 England, May 1869, father b. England, mother b. NJ, emigrated 1886, in US for 14 
years, papers filed, married 8 years, coachman 
Catherine C., 28 Ireland, Aug 1871, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1888, gave birth to 5 children, 4 
are living 
Alice, 5 NY, Dec 1894 
William, 4 NY, Feb 1895 
Harald J., 2 NJ, Jun 1897 
Catherine, 4 months NJ, Apr 1900 
 
1910 Allemuchy, Warren NJ – road to Newton 
Ernest Martin, 43 England, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, emigrated 1886, 
naturalized, coachman, private family 
Catherine, 38 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1888, gave birth to 9 children, 7 
are living 
Alice, 15 NY 
William J., 14 NY 
Harold J., 13 NJ 
Catherine, 12 NJ 
Ernest J., 6 NJ 
Anna S., 5 NJ 
John, 2 NJ 
 
1915 NJ state census - Allamuchy, Warren NJ 
Ernest Martin, 48 England, Mar 1867 
Katie, 42 Ireland, Aug 1873 Ireland 
Alice, 20 NY, Dec 1894 
Millie, 19 NY, Feb 1895 [indexed as Millie, but this is “Willie” – William James Martin] 
Catherine, 15 NJ, Apr 1900 
Ernest J., 11 NJ, Mar 1904 
Annie S., 10 NJ, Dec 1905 (?) 
John, 7 NJ, Jun 1902 (?) 
 
1920 North Hempstead, Nassau NY – conducted 5 Jan 1920 – living with his in-laws 
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Thomas Fleming, 58 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883, naturalized 1886, carpenter, 
house 
Mary Fleming, 65 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1883 [wife] 
John Fleming, 26 Brooklyn NY, printer, printing house [son] 
Harold F. Fleming, 23 Brooklyn NY, printer, printing house [son] 
Agnes Fleming, 18 Long Island NY, typist, office 
Harry A. Chandler, 27 NJ, aviator, Mitchell Field [son-in-law] 
Louise Chandler, 28 Brooklyn NY [wife, with daughter having been crossed off] 
Veronica Chandler, 7 months Long Island NY [daughter – but presumably the daughter of Harry & 
Louise Chandler] 
Wm. J. Martin, 23 Long Island NY, aviation mechanic, Army field [son-in-law] 
Anastaia Martin, 21 Brooklyn NY [wife] 
Wm. John Martin, 1 year 4 months Brooklyn NY [son] 
 
1925 NY state census Hempstead, Nassau NY 
Wm. J. Martin, 28 US, salesman 
Annastacia, 27 US, housework 
John W., 6 US, school 
Thomas D., 5 US, school 
 
1930 Nassau, Hempstead NY – Elizabeth Avenue 
Wm. J. Martin, 32 NY, father b. England, mother b. Ireland, foreman, garage, WWI veteran 
Anastasia, 30 NY, parents b. Ireland 
John W., 11 NY 
Thomas H., 10 NY 
Patricia A., 2 NY 
& brother Amos J. Martin, 27 NY, foreman, garage 
 


