DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please returnto Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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TX death certificate of Leon Samuel Martin -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063008-
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MARTIN

Leon S. Martin, age 83, of 424
Bolley Ave., died Thursday, June
9. 1977. Me wos 0 member of
Travis Park Methodis! Church
Men's Bible Class. Survivors:
Wite, Olivia Conrads Martin, sis-
fers, Mrs. Frances lmt‘:::’-
foria, Tex., Mrs. Mildred §
Palacios, Tex ; many nieces and
Hlch i The Covotiar Chagel
fhe Porter Loring Mortuary, the
Rev. Edwin Calhoun otficiating.
Interment in Mission Burial Park. H
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Obituary of Leon Samuel Martin — “San Antonio (TX) Express” Friday 10 Jun 1977 p 35
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Palaclos Boy on Tuscania Safe.
tHomston Post Specral.)

PALACIOS, Texas., Feb, 10.—Fyiends
and relatives of Leon Martin, son of J.
M. Martin of this place, have just re-
~eived a cablegram stating that he had
Ianded safely afler hcln‘ on the tor-
pedoed Tuscania,. Young Martin enlistad
with the 100th aero squadron several
months ago and has been stationed at
Washington. At this writing nothing has
been heard from Phil DeVant of Bay
City, who was also on the same ship.

“Houston (TX) Post” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2
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WWI draft registration - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-
3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-
G?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2
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Maxtin, Leon S... . . - 249,893 . White .. . .
(Burname) (Christian name) (Arnuy serlal number) (Roce: White or colored)
Residence: Palacios.- m d hliste, <« 7l (- EEREN
(8treot and house number) (Town or city) (Lounty) t\(&uu)

* Enlisted in RA Tt Houston Tex Aug 20/17 - 2

{Born in Victoria Tex 23 9/12 yrs

Organisatione 101 Aer £q Sig C to_Sept 17/17; 100 der Sq 4odisch_

Grados: Cir Yot 22/18

Engagements: . ‘ ==

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.
t8erved ovorsens: Jan 24/18 to liay 31/19
§ Hon. disch. June 18/19 on demobilizat'on A

Wasreported O per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.

Remarks;

-

Form No. T24«1%, A. G.O. *Ingert“R, A%, “N, G,”, “E. R.C.”, "N A.”, as caze may be, followed b
Maroh 12, 1920, dats of enlistmont.” ' ' Qv placo of Birth A0 4816 Of DIFCA, of Srs 8t atsttant
17088 1Givoe dates of depurture from and arrival in the United Staies, §Give date.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-
B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR

Father:


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR
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TX death record of father James Meredith Martin -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062033-
03513?pld=21654139

Mother:
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Mother Mary Elizabeth (Molly/Mollie) Callaway Martin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164847226/media/597a30af-a6a1-4f7c-9924-5eb12f460910
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TX death record of mother Mary Elizabeth Callaway Martin -
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Obituary of mother Mary Elizabeth Callaway Martin — “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Tuesday 13 Sep 1960
p10

Wife:

PALACIOS,

AMra. Leon Martin, who has heen
visiting for the prst threa weeks at
the Martin home, was accompanied
to her homo in San Antonio by her
girter-in-law, Miss Mildred Martin,
Thursday morning. While thera Miss
Martin will attend the carnival of

Lo o T

“Galveston (TX) Daily News” Sunday 16 Apr 1922 p 15

Siblings:



i

1

&y /‘;..A
Sister Ira Martin on her wedding day, with Cephas/Cephal Haynes -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-

b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5
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Brother James Hillary Martin in center, with wife Lucile Dursana Tansil on left of photo & Lucile’s
sister Alice on far right - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026

Frances Evans

Frances Evans, 97, of Victona,
died Sunday in a local hospital.
Funeral services will be held at 2
p.m. Wednesday at First United
Methodist Church with the Revs. Jer-
ry Smith and Gregg Hackett officiat-

ing.

Burial will be in Memonial Park
Cemetery under the direction of Co-
lonial Funeral Home.

Mrs. Evans was born Oct 6, 1891, in
Belton, to the late James Hillary and
Mary Elizabeth Callaway Martin. A
longtime resident of Victoria, she
was a retired cafeternia worker for
the public school system_ She was a
member of First United Methodist
Church.

She is survived by two daughters,
Norine Sitterle and Mildred Reuter,
both of Victoria, a sister, Mildred
Ehlers of Palacios; two grandchil-
dren; and seven great-grandchil-
dren.

Memorials may be made to First
United Methodist Church.

Obituary of sister Frances Martin Evans (1891-1989) — “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Tuesday 4 Jul 1989 p
16


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026

11

DUCK HUNTER KILLED
BY ACCIDENTAL SHOT

BAY CITY, Nov. 11.—W. H. Mar
tin of Bay City was killed accidentally
today when the gun of Buck Blaylock,
a companion, was discharged after

the trigger had caught in vines as the
men were duck hunting 15 miles seuth-
east of here. The charge struck Mar-
tin in the head.

_’fl‘be deceased Is survived by his
wife.

Hunting accident death of brother Walter Harper Martin on 11 Nov 1929 - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-

Telegram” Tuesday 12 Nov 1929 p 3
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MAN  ACCIDENTALLY
SLAIN AT BAY CITY
~ LIVED AT NURSERY

;
W. H. Martin, 35, who was aecl
doutally Kilied by his companion. |
Ibnck Blaylock, while shooting
'ducks at a poud eight mites south.
least of Bay ‘City early Monday
rmomlu. was the nephew of )ln.
H, G. King of this city.
Mrs. King, accompanied by her
‘mother, Mrs. H. Callaway, ud,
brother, NRev. J. . Callaway of
Nursery, laft that night by the way
of Placedo for Palaclos, where the
funeral was held,
Mr. Martin s survived by his |
wife, one MlMitle son, his father and .
mother, Mr. and Mrs. Jumes Mar The Mnartin hmllv lived for
tin of Palacios, Iwg brothers, two |many - years oear Nursery, v‘lom'
Saistors - mnd s -apedrrrandmether, [ Mr. Martin had many (riends who
who makes her home with Mrs. | Wilj be greived to lear of his tragis
Nu of this clty, doath.

Shootmg death of brother Walter Harper Martin — “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Wednesday 13 Nov 1929
p1
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Obituary of sister Mildred Lena Martin Ehlers

(1903-1966) — “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Saturday 2 Mar
1996 p 14
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Name: Leon Samuel Martin

Name variations: L.S. Martin

Military:

On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 2nd Squad - private

Serial number: 249,893

Entered service from: Palacios, Matagorda TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leon S. Martin

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.M. Martin, Palacios TX

Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Leon S. Martin

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father James M. Martin, Palacios TX (chauffeur, 100th Aero Sq)
World War | draft registration (1917): as L.S. Martin - b. 7 Dec 1894 Victoria TX; res: Palacios,
Matagorda TX. Single. Laundry man, by self, Palacios TX. Dependent father & mother. Claimed
exemption from draft: “support of parents.” —tall in height, medium build. Registrar adds note:
“The applicant does not support his father and mother.”

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Palacios TX

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Leon Samuel Martin - b. 7 Dec 1893 Victoria TX; res: 426
Bailey, San Antonio, Bexar TX. NOK Mrs. L.S. Martin, same address. Employed in Engineering
Department, Ass. Unit, Duncan Field, Bexar TX. Card is signed L.S. Martin. Height: 5°11” - 165 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted: 20 Aug 1917

Discharged: 18 Jun 1919

Address: 711 W. French Place, San Antonio TX
Rank/unit: chauffeur, 100" Aero Squadron

TX, WWI military record:

Leon S. Martin, serial 249893. Resident of Palacios, Matagorda TX. Born Victoria TX. Enlisted in the
Army at Fort Houston TX on 20 Aug 1917 at age 23 years, 9 months. In 101%* Aero Squadron, Signal C
to 17 Sep 1917 —in 100" Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to chauffeur 22 Oct 1918.
Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Discharged 18 Jun 1919. 0% disabled.

Birth & death:

Born: 7 Dec 1893 (SSDI) or 7 Dec 1894 (TX military records) Victoria, Victoria TX
Died: 9 Jun 1977 San Antonio, Bexar TX (Northeast Baptist Hospital)

Find A Grave record: 154167442 — presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: San Antonio, Bexar TX

Cemetery: Mission Burial Park South

Tombstone:

Father: James Meredith Martin, 25 Jul 1856 KY - 30 Mar 1932 Palacios, Matagorda TX. Son of James
L. Martin & Francis Jane (Fannie) Tarpley Martin Rivers. Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios,
Matagorda TX.

Find A Grave: 145437933

Mother: Mary Elizabeth (Molly/Mollie) Callaway Martin, 10 Jul 1868 Dutch Creek, Cumberland KY —
7 Sep 1960 Palacios, Matagorda TX. Daughter of William Hillary Callaway (1840-1924) & Josephine
(Josie) Rosine Patterson (1846-1932). Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX.



15

Find A Grave: 154167251
Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Olivia Conrads Martin, 25 Jul 1896 Bexar Co. TX -5 Dec 1983 San Antonio, Bexar TX.
Daughter of Otto Daniel Conrads & Wilhelmina Kate Rippstein. Buried in Mission Burial Park South,
San Antonio, Bexar TX.

Spouse Find A Grave: 176874738

Marriage: 12 Jun 1924 Bexar Co. TX. (Records are sketchy and cannot find this record linked to
Leon. A“Leon S. Martin” is also listed as marrying (no bride’s names given) on 5 Oct 1921 & 18 Jan
1922, both in Bexar Co. TX.)

Children:

Siblings: Leon Samuel was the 4™ child.

e |ra Martin Haynes, 12 Feb 1888 TX - 18 Aug 1920 Bay City, Matagorda TX. Wife of
Cephas/Cephal Haynes (1881-1956, F: 148138003), whom she married 15 Nov 1906 in
Nursery, Victoria TX. His name, according to his Find A Grave record, has two spellings on
official records.Cephas/Cephal married again, in 1922, to Mabel Billings (1892-1968).
Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F: 144855082

e James Hillary/Hilry Martin, 7 Dec 1889 Bell Co. TX - 25 Oct 1945 San Antonio, Bexar TX.
Married on 2 Mar 1913 in Matagorda Co. TX to Lucile Dursana Tansil (1892-1956, F:
228840544). - When he registered for the WWI draft, he listed a wife & 1 child & was a
druggist in San Antonio TX. - Buried in Mission Burial Park South, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F:
154167326

e Frances Martin Evans, 6 Oct 1891 Belton, Bell TX -2 Jul 1989 Victoria, Victoria TX. Wife of
William Henry Evans (1891-1937, F: 98816939). Has been confused in Ancestry.com & Find
A Grave with a man named Frank Martin (F: 10395269). Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery,
Victoria, Victoria TX. F: 98817044

o Walter Harper (W.H.) Martin, 22 Feb 1897 TX-11 Nov 1929 Bay City, Matagorda TX. Killed
by an accidental gunshot from his duck-hunting partner, Buck Blaylock, when the gun’s
trigger was caught by vines while they were hunting 15 miles southeast of Bay City TX. W.H.
was struck in the head. One obituary says he was survived by a wife, the other by a wife &
little son. His TX death record lists cause of death as: “accidental gun shot wounds” & lists
his wife as Mary Martha Martin. Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F:
145437946

e Mildred Lena Martin Ehlers, 19 May 1903 Nursery, Victoria TX - 29 Feb 1966 Palacios,
Matagorda TX. Wife of Carl Rudolph Ehlers (1906-1962, F: 144470666). Buried in Palacios
Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F: 144470687

Notes:

Pre-war:

1917 San Antonio TX city directory: his future wife & her family members
Conrads

Leo, clerk, GH & SA, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd.
Oliva, clerk, Conness Realty Co., resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd.
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Oswald, clerk, SAP, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd.
Otto (Minnie), painter, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd.

Wartime:

“Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 19 Aug 1917 p 14 — at the US Army Station, Binz Building, Houston TX,
“Saturday’s Recruits in Houston District” included Leon S. Martin of Palacios TX.

“La Meschabebe” (Bonne Carre LA) Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 —among the Texans rescued from
Tuscania: Leo S. Martin, Palacios TX.

Post-war:

1927 San Antonio TX city directory:
Martin, Leon S. (Olivia), proprietor, Community Pharmacy, resident of 1910 Virginia Blvd.

Obituary:

“San Antonio (TX) Express" 10 Jun 1977 p 35 - Leon S. Martin, age 83, res: 426 Bailey Ave., San
Antonio, survived by wife Olivia (Conrads) & 2 sisters. Funeral 11 Jun 1977, burial Mission Burial
Park

Social Security number: 459-34-3432
Censuses:

1900 Justice Precinct 5, Victoria Co. TX

Jas. M. Martin, 34 KY, Jul 1865, parents b. VA, married 13 years, nursery laborer
Mollie E., 31 KY, Jul 1868, parents b. NC, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living
IraM., 12 TX, Feb 1888 [daughter]

Jas. H., 10 TX, Dec 1889 [son - James Hillary]

Frank J., 8 TX, Oct 1891 [misidentified as son, but is daughter Frances]

Samuel L., 6 TX, Jan 1893 [son — Frank Samuel]

Hooper W., 3TX, Jan 1897 [son — Walter Harper]

1910 Justice Precinct 7, Matagorda Co. TX

James M. Martin, 45 KY, father b. KY, mother b. VA, in 1** marriage, married 23 years, teamster,
general hauling

Mollie, 41 KY, parents b. NC, in 1 marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living

James, 20 TX, salesman, drug store

Francis, 18 TX [here identified as daughter]

Leon, 16 TX

Harper, 13 TX, driver, butcher wagon

The previous census entry is for Mollie’s parents, William H. & Josephine R. Callaway.

1930 San Antonio, Bexar TX - 1910 Virginia Blvd. - living with in-laws
Otto Conrads, 69 TX, parents b. Germany, age 26 at 1 marriagepaper hanger, house
Minnie Conrads, 64 TX, parents b. Germany, age 21 at 1°* marriage [wife]
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Ruth Conrads, 23 TX, parents b. TX, single, stenographer, lawyer office [daughter]

Clarence Conrads, 22 TX, parents b. TX, clerk, security company [son]

Leon S. Martin, 32 TX, parents b. TX, married, age 27 at 1** marriage, salesman, oil station, answers
“no” to “are you a veteran?” — but the answer “no” is recorded for every man on this page so
perhaps the question wasn’t asked? [son-in-law]

Olive Martin, 30 TX, parents b. TX, married, age 25 at 1** marriage, bookkeeper, insurance company
[daughter]

1940 San Antonio, Bexar TX — 426 Bailey — same house in 1935
Leon S. Martin, 46 TX, mechanic, government
Olivia, 43 TX



