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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Martin, Leon Samuel 
1893 TX – 1977 TX 
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TX death certificate of Leon Samuel Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063008-
00617?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29997&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=864170 

 
Obituary of Leon Samuel Martin – “San Antonio (TX) Express” Friday 10 Jun 1977 p 35 
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“Houston (TX) Post” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
WWI draft registration - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-

3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YT7-3N1Q?i=2167&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZXL-9H6
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-

G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-

B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR  
 

Father: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K4LY-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW99H-PJN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H9C6-B?i=2547&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBJR
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TX death record of father James Meredith Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062033-
03513?pId=21654139 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Mary Elizabeth (Molly/Mollie) Callaway Martin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164847226/media/597a30af-a6a1-4f7c-9924-5eb12f460910 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164847226/media/597a30af-a6a1-4f7c-9924-5eb12f460910
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164847226/media/597a30af-a6a1-4f7c-9924-5eb12f460910
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TX death record of mother Mary Elizabeth Callaway Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062577-
03383?pId=23225411 
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Obituary of mother Mary Elizabeth Callaway Martin – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Tuesday 13 Sep 1960 

p 10 
 

Wife: 
 

 
“Galveston (TX) Daily News” Sunday 16 Apr 1922 p 15 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Ira Martin on her wedding day, with Cephas/Cephal Haynes - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-
b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6164002975/media/14c99fec-b853-4438-ad0d-4ad7d56851d5
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Brother James Hillary Martin in center, with wife Lucile Dursana Tansil on left of photo & Lucile’s 
sister Alice on far right - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026  
 

 
Obituary of sister Frances Martin Evans (1891-1989) – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Tuesday 4 Jul 1989 p 

16 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5932067/person/6165003641/media/d61d34e6-6f75-49ff-9ee3-c77f45734026
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Hunting accident death of brother Walter Harper Martin on 11 Nov 1929 – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-

Telegram” Tuesday 12 Nov 1929 p 3 
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Shooting death of brother Walter Harper Martin – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Wednesday 13 Nov 1929 
p 1 
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Obituary of sister Mildred Lena Martin Ehlers (1903-1966) – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Saturday 2 Mar 

1996 p 14 
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Name:  Leon Samuel Martin 
Name variations: L.S. Martin  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 2nd Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,893 
Entered service from:  Palacios, Matagorda TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leon S. Martin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.M. Martin, Palacios TX   
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leon S. Martin 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father James M. Martin, Palacios TX (chauffeur, 100th Aero Sq)    
World War I draft registration (1917):  as L.S. Martin - b. 7 Dec 1894 Victoria TX; res: Palacios, 
Matagorda TX. Single. Laundry man, by self, Palacios TX. Dependent father & mother. Claimed 
exemption from draft: “support of parents.” – tall in height, medium build. Registrar adds note: 
“The applicant does not support his father and mother.”  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Palacios TX 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Leon Samuel Martin - b. 7 Dec 1893 Victoria TX; res: 426 
Bailey, San Antonio, Bexar TX. NOK Mrs. L.S. Martin, same address. Employed in Engineering 
Department, Ass. Unit, Duncan Field, Bexar TX. Card is signed L.S. Martin. Height: 5’11” – 165 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  20 Aug 1917 
Discharged: 18 Jun 1919 
Address:  711 W. French Place, San Antonio TX 
Rank/unit:  chauffeur, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
TX, WWI military record: 
Leon S. Martin, serial 249893. Resident of Palacios, Matagorda TX. Born Victoria TX. Enlisted in the 
Army at Fort Houston TX on 20 Aug 1917 at age 23 years, 9 months. In 101st Aero Squadron, Signal C 
to 17 Sep 1917 – in 100th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to chauffeur 22 Oct 1918. 
Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Discharged 18 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Dec 1893 (SSDI) or 7 Dec 1894 (TX military records) Victoria, Victoria TX  
Died: 9 Jun 1977 San Antonio, Bexar TX (Northeast Baptist Hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 154167442 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  San Antonio, Bexar TX 
Cemetery:  Mission Burial Park South 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  James Meredith Martin, 25 Jul 1856 KY – 30 Mar 1932 Palacios, Matagorda TX. Son of James 
L. Martin & Francis Jane (Fannie) Tarpley Martin Rivers. Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, 
Matagorda TX. 
Find A Grave:  145437933 
 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth (Molly/Mollie) Callaway Martin, 10 Jul 1868 Dutch Creek, Cumberland KY – 
7 Sep 1960 Palacios, Matagorda TX. Daughter of William Hillary Callaway (1840-1924) & Josephine 
(Josie) Rosine Patterson (1846-1932). Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. 
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Find A Grave:  154167251 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Olivia Conrads Martin, 25 Jul 1896 Bexar Co. TX – 5 Dec 1983 San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Daughter of Otto Daniel Conrads & Wilhelmina Kate Rippstein. Buried in Mission Burial Park South, 
San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 176874738   
Marriage: 12 Jun 1924 Bexar Co. TX. (Records are sketchy and cannot find this record linked to 
Leon. A “Leon S. Martin” is also listed as marrying (no bride’s names given) on 5 Oct 1921 & 18 Jan 
1922, both in Bexar Co. TX.) 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Leon Samuel was the 4th child. 

• Ira Martin Haynes, 12 Feb 1888 TX – 18 Aug 1920 Bay City, Matagorda TX. Wife of 
Cephas/Cephal Haynes (1881-1956, F: 148138003), whom she married 15 Nov 1906 in 
Nursery, Victoria TX. His name, according to his Find A Grave record, has two spellings on 
official records.Cephas/Cephal married again, in 1922, to Mabel Billings (1892-1968). 
Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F: 144855082 

• James Hillary/Hilry Martin, 7 Dec 1889 Bell Co. TX – 25 Oct 1945 San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Married on 2 Mar 1913 in Matagorda Co. TX to Lucile Dursana Tansil (1892-1956, F: 
228840544). – When he registered for the WWI draft, he listed a wife & 1 child & was a 
druggist in San Antonio TX. - Buried in Mission Burial Park South, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 
154167326 

• Frances Martin Evans, 6 Oct 1891 Belton, Bell TX – 2 Jul 1989 Victoria, Victoria TX. Wife of 
William Henry Evans (1891-1937, F: 98816939). Has been confused in Ancestry.com & Find 
A Grave with a man named Frank Martin (F: 10395269). Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Victoria, Victoria TX. F: 98817044 

• Walter Harper (W.H.) Martin, 22 Feb 1897 TX – 11 Nov 1929 Bay City, Matagorda TX. Killed 
by an accidental gunshot from his duck-hunting partner, Buck Blaylock, when the gun’s 
trigger was caught by vines while they were hunting 15 miles southeast of Bay City TX. W.H. 
was struck in the head. One obituary says he was survived by a wife, the other by a wife & 
little son. His TX death record lists cause of death as: “accidental gun shot wounds” & lists 
his wife as Mary Martha Martin. Buried in Palacios Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F: 
145437946  

• Mildred Lena Martin Ehlers, 19 May 1903 Nursery, Victoria TX – 29 Feb 1966 Palacios, 
Matagorda TX. Wife of Carl Rudolph Ehlers (1906-1962, F: 144470666). Buried in Palacios 
Cemetery, Palacios, Matagorda TX. F: 144470687 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1917 San Antonio TX city directory: his future wife & her family members 
Conrads 
Leo, clerk, GH & SA, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd. 
Oliva, clerk, Conness Realty Co., resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd. 
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Oswald, clerk, SAP, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd. 
Otto (Minnie), painter, resident of 2012 Virginia Blvd. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 19 Aug 1917 p 14 – at the US Army Station, Binz Building, Houston TX, - 
“Saturday’s Recruits in Houston District” included Leon S. Martin of Palacios TX. 
 
“La Meschabebe” (Bonne Carre LA) Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Texans rescued from 
Tuscania: Leo S. Martin, Palacios TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1927 San Antonio TX city directory: 
Martin, Leon S. (Olivia), proprietor, Community Pharmacy, resident of 1910 Virginia Blvd. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“San Antonio (TX) Express" 10 Jun 1977 p 35 - Leon S. Martin, age 83, res: 426 Bailey Ave., San 
Antonio, survived by wife Olivia (Conrads) & 2 sisters. Funeral 11 Jun 1977, burial Mission Burial 
Park  
  
Social Security number: 459-34-3432 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 5, Victoria Co. TX 
Jas. M. Martin, 34 KY, Jul 1865, parents b. VA, married 13 years, nursery laborer 
Mollie E., 31 KY, Jul 1868, parents b. NC, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Ira M., 12 TX, Feb 1888 [daughter] 
Jas. H., 10 TX, Dec 1889 [son – James Hillary] 
Frank J., 8 TX, Oct 1891 [misidentified as son, but is daughter Frances] 
Samuel L., 6 TX, Jan 1893 [son – Frank Samuel] 
Hooper W., 3 TX, Jan 1897 [son – Walter Harper] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 7, Matagorda Co. TX 
James M. Martin, 45 KY, father b. KY, mother b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, teamster, 
general hauling 
Mollie, 41 KY, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
James, 20 TX, salesman, drug store 
Francis, 18 TX [here identified as daughter] 
Leon, 16 TX 
Harper, 13 TX, driver, butcher wagon 
The previous census entry is for Mollie’s parents, William H. & Josephine R. Callaway. 
 
1930 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 1910 Virginia Blvd. – living with in-laws 
Otto Conrads, 69 TX, parents b. Germany, age 26 at 1st marriagepaper hanger, house 
Minnie Conrads, 64 TX, parents b. Germany, age 21 at 1st marriage [wife] 
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Ruth Conrads, 23 TX, parents b. TX, single, stenographer, lawyer office [daughter] 
Clarence Conrads, 22 TX, parents b. TX, clerk, security company [son] 
Leon S. Martin, 32 TX, parents b. TX, married, age 27 at 1st marriage, salesman, oil station, answers 
“no” to “are you a veteran?” – but the answer “no” is recorded for every man on this page so 
perhaps the question wasn’t asked? [son-in-law] 
Olive Martin, 30 TX, parents b. TX, married, age 25 at 1st marriage, bookkeeper, insurance company 
[daughter] 
 
1940 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 426 Bailey – same house in 1935 
Leon S. Martin, 46 TX, mechanic, government 
Olivia, 43 TX 
 


