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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Left ship in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
Martin, Jacob Wister 

1896 TX – 1970 TX 
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Jacob Wister Martin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/959157/person/25351877870/media/026138a7-d6a1-4561-95b7-c156a9fba8a1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/959157/person/25351877870/media/026138a7-d6a1-4561-95b7-c156a9fba8a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/959157/person/25351877870/media/026138a7-d6a1-4561-95b7-c156a9fba8a1
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K44Q-

2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMPH-C8MM 
 

 
TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H946-

V?i=2355&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBXK  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K44Q-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMPH-C8MM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K44Q-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMPH-C8MM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H946-V?i=2355&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBXK
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-H946-V?i=2355&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XBXK
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Left behind in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada – “Houston (TX) Post” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 7 
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Obituary of Jacob Wister Martin - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 14 Feb 1970 p 6 
 

 
Obituary of Jacob Wister Martin - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 14 Feb 1970 p 10 
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TX death record of Jacob Wister Martin, died in John Peter Smith Hospital, Fort Worth, Tarran TX – 

courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Thelma O. Martin – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 29 Jul 1974 p 27 
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TX death record of father George W. Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061922-
02820?treeid=959157&personid=25351878363&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29928&_phstart=succe

ssSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22800832 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061922-02820?treeid=959157&personid=25351878363&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29928&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22800832
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061922-02820?treeid=959157&personid=25351878363&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29928&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22800832
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061922-02820?treeid=959157&personid=25351878363&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29928&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22800832
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TX death record of brother Joel E. Martin (1906-1964) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062672-
01775?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83262920  

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062672-01775?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83262920
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062672-01775?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83262920
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TX death record of mother Florence Ella Roberts Martin Poovey (4 Apr 1879 – 14 Nov 1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062535-
01200?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=22843802  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062535-01200?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=22843802
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062535-01200?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=22843802
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Obituary of mother Florence Ella Roberts Martin Poovey – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 

15 Nov 1958 p 14 
 

Children: 
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TX birth record of 1st daughter, Bonnie Lee Martin Ray – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061441-
00587?pId=1517706  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061441-00587?pId=1517706
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061441-00587?pId=1517706
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Bonnie Lee Martin Ray – R.L. Paschal High School (Fort Worth, Tarrant TX), 1937 yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918055-

00056?treeid=117997642&personid=402063676641&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29911&_phstart=s
uccessSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1454807531 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918055-00056?treeid=117997642&personid=402063676641&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29911&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1454807531
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918055-00056?treeid=117997642&personid=402063676641&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29911&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1454807531
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b918055-00056?treeid=117997642&personid=402063676641&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29911&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1454807531
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Marriage of daughter Bonnie Lee Martin to Thomas Lee Ray (Sr.) – 26 Mar 1942 – “Fort Worth (TX) 

Star-Telegram” Monday 13 Apr 1942 p 5 
 



16 
 

 

 

 
TX birth record of 2nd daughter, Frankie Bess Martin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061621-
00649?pId=1199863  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061621-00649?pId=1199863
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061621-00649?pId=1199863
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Frankie Bess Martin – R.L. Paschal High School (Fort Worth, Tarrant TX) 1947 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32551_233100-
00033?treeid=959157&personid=25351877872&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29919&_phstart=succe

ssSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=469638810  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32551_233100-00033?treeid=959157&personid=25351877872&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29919&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=469638810
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32551_233100-00033?treeid=959157&personid=25351877872&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29919&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=469638810
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32551_233100-00033?treeid=959157&personid=25351877872&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29919&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=469638810
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Marriage of daughter Frankie Bess Martin on 5 Apr 1947 to Robert S. Jolliff – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-

Telegram” Monday 21 Apr 1947 p 5 
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Obituary of son-in-law Robert Sloan Jolliff, husband of daughter Frankie Bess Martin – “Austin (TX) 

American-Statesman” Tuesday 1 Nov 1988 p 52 
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Dorothy Joan Martin Ivins – left: R.L. Paschal High School yearbook (Fort Worth, Tarrant TX) 1950 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_1989_1950_0087?treeid=95
9157&personid=25351877873&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29899&_phstart=successSource&p
Id=439393191  AND right: R.L. Paschal High School yearbook 1952 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b698532-
00038?treeid=959157&personid=25351877873&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29922&_phstart=succe
ssSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1428117823  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b698532-00038?treeid=959157&personid=25351877873&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29922&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1428117823
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b698532-00038?treeid=959157&personid=25351877873&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29922&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1428117823
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b698532-00038?treeid=959157&personid=25351877873&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB29922&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1428117823
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Marriage of daughter Barbara Joan Martin t9 James William Ivins on 24 Apr 1954 in Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 27 Apr 1954 p 4 
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Jacob’s 3 daughters are named as nieces of Mattie Lee Choate – Bonnie Lee Ray, Frankie Bess 
Jolliff, Barbara Ivins, all residents of Fort Worth TX – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 18 
Nov 1999 p 75 
 

Life: 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 29 Sep 1932 p 20 
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(article continues) 

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 5 Oct 1934 p 7 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 2 Mar 1957 p 8 

 
 
Name:  Jacob Wister Martin 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  2,297,581 
Entered service from:  Fort Worth, Tarrant TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jacob W. Martin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father George W. Martin, 2918 Clinton Ave., Ft. Worth TX 
Removed from Tuscania in Halifax 26 Jan 1918. Did not go overseas later. Discharged 4 Dec 1918, 
12.5% disabled    
World War I draft registration (1917):  as J. Wester Martin (indexed) but signature appears to have a 
dot making it WISTER – b. 11 May 1896 Wylee TX; res: 30th Clinton Ave., Fort Worth, Tarrant Co. TX. 
Single. Teamster, North Fort Worth Ice Co. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): b. 11 May 1896 Wyle [sic/Wylie] TX; res: 4721 Birchman, Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX. NOK Mrs. Jacob Wister Martin, same address. Employed at Armour & Co., 
Refinery, Fort Worth TX. Height: 5’7” – 170 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 4 Dec 1918 
Address:  4112 Elm St., Dallas TX 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. C, 1st Battalion, US Gds Pa Terminal Jersey City NJ 
 
TX, WWI military record: 
Jacob W. Martin, serial 2,297,591 – resident of 2918 Clinton Ave., Fort Worth TX. Inducted into Army 
at Fort Worth TX on 19 Sep 1917 at age 21 years, 6 months. Born Fort Worth TX. In Co. 6, 359th 
Infantry Co. to ---; Co. D, 1st Battalion, US Gds to discharge. Rank: private. Overseas duty: none. 
Discharged 4 Dec 1918 SCD (service-connected disability) – 12 ½ % disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 May 1896 Wylie, Collin TX  
Died: 13 Feb 1970 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX    
Find A Grave record: 91423341 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text, but has incorrect sailing 
date of ship   
Burial location:  Fort Worth, Tarrant TX 
Cemetery:  Mount Olivet 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George W. Martin, 30 Aug 1866 Itawamba Co. MS – 15 Jan 1925 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Son 
of Calvin Jerrmair Martin & Elizabeth Samples. Died of influenza, encephalitis, bronchopneumonia. 
Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Find A Grave:  8346324 
 
Mother: Florence Ella Roberts Martin Poovey, 4 Apr 1878 MS – 14 Nov 1958 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Had lived in Fort Worth TX for 40 years at the time of her death.  
Married Duncan Frazier Poovey (4 Dec 1878 Dallas Co. TX – 28 Feb 1950 Garland, Dallas TX) in 
1925. His previous wife was Sumpter Elizabeth Pendergrass (1880-1924) whom he had married in 
1899 & by whom he had 4 children.  
In the 1930 census for Dallas Co. TX, D.F. Poovey (51 TX, father b. SC, mother b. TX, farmer, general 
farm) & wife Florence (51 MS, parents b. MS) live with 3 Poovey children (George Lee, 20 TX – Clara, 
16 TX – Vera, 13 TX). Duncan is buried in Pleasant Valley Cemetery, Sachse, Dallas TX. F: 11130311 
Florence is buried with George Martin in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Find A Grave:  8346326 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Sep 1894 in Rockwall Co. TX – G.W. Martin & Florence Roberts 
 
Spouse: Thelma Ophelia Evans Martin, 8 Dec 1899 TX – 27 Jul 1974 White Settlement, Tarrant TX. 
Daughter of Henry L. Evans (b. 1864) & Opehlia Daves (1875-1958, F: 108796024) with whom Jacob 
& Thelma share a tombstone in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  109785452 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Bonnie Lee Martin Ray, 5 Feb 1920 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX -   Born 2 years to the day since 
the Tuscania sunk. Wife of Thomas Lee Ray (Sr.) (7 Oct 1918 Muskogee, Muskogee OK – 1 
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Dec 1969 Dallas, Dallas TX. – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 26 Mar 1942 p 23 – 
marriage license: Thomas L. Ray, 2251 Lipscomb & Binnie [sic] Lee Martin, 4721 Birchman. 
- Their son was Thomas Lee Ray Jr. (1943-2006). Resident of Fort Worth TX in Feb 1970 when 
her father Jacob died. 

• Frankie Bess Martin Jolliff, 7 Jun 1929 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX - . Married 5 Apr 1947 to Robert 
Sloan Jolliff (25 Aug 1925 Shreveport, Caddo LA – 30 Oct 1988 Travis Co. TX, SSN 460-28-
2903), son of Guss William Jolliff & Maisie C. McCabe. – In the 1949 Fort Worth TX city 
directory, Robert S. Jolliff & Frankie B. lived at 1405 S. Adams; he was a helper in the City 
Department of Public Works. - Resident of Granada Hills CA in Feb 1970 when her father 
Jacob died.  – Husband Robert Sloan Jolliff is buried in Cook Walden Forest Oaks Memorial 
Park, Austin, Travis TX, F: 175401128. 

• Barbara Joan Martin Ivins, 20 Feb 1934 Tarrant Co. TX -   Wife of James William Ivins, whom 
she married 24 Apr 1954. Resident of Saint Jo TX in Feb 1970 when her father Jacob died. 

 
Siblings:  Jacob was the oldest surviving child. His mother reported in the 1910 census that she had 
given birth to 6 children, 3 of whom were living. Listed are Jacob, Retha & Joel. There is a lengthy 
gap between the births of Jacob & Retha. 

• Retha Redell Martin Coon, 6 Nov 1903 Bedford, Tarrant TX – 3 Nov 1994 Garland, Dallas TX. 
Wife of George L. Coon (1894-1966, F: 73401025). Buried in Restland Memorial Park, 
Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 73401008 

• Joel E. Martin, 29 Apr 1906 Bedford, Tarrant TX – 27 Dec 1964 Hurst, Tarrant TX. Aerospace 
machinist. Husband of Ida Valera Collins (1906-1999, F: 79315605) whom he married in 
1928. Buried in Laurel Land Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F; 79315604 

 
Notes:  Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/959157/person/25351877870/facts  
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 24 Jan 1915 p 17 – Miss Lola Roberts of Washington 
Heights hosted a surprise party for Paul Ryon & Daniel Roberts upon their return from a 3-month 
hunting trip along the border. One of the guests was Wister Martin. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – list of those on board not yet reported as 
survivors includes Jacob W. Martin of Fort Worth TX 
 
1918 address: 2918 Clinton Ave., Ft. Worth TX 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
1925 Fort Worth TX city directory 
Martin 
Florence (widow of George), resident of 1306 Broadway 
George W., died Jan. 23, 1925 
Joel E. (Rosa B.), salesman, Natatorium Laundry Co., RFD 2, Box 18 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/959157/person/25351877870/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/959157/person/25351877870/facts
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1970 Fort Worth TX city directory – his daughter 
Ray, Thos. L. (Bonnie L.), retired, resident of 4508 Gary Dr. (HC) 
Ray, Thos. L., Jr., student, 4508 Gary Dr. (HC) 
 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 453-09-9098 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Collin TX 
George W. Martin, 45 MS, father b. TN, mother b. AL, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, farmer, 
general farming 
Florence E., 31 MS, father b. MS, mother b. GA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 3 are living 
Wester (or can be read as Wister), 14 TX 
Retha, 6 TX 
Joel, 3 TX 
 
1920 Niles, Tarrant TX – 282 N. Commerce – living with his in-laws 
Henry L. Evans, 54 MS, father b. GA, mother b. AL, policeman, working (?) house 
Ophelia, 44 TX, father b. MS, mother b. AR [wife] 
& children: 
Auguste, 17 TX 
Mattie Lee, 15 TX 
William T., 12 TX 
Beulah, 7 TX 
& married daughter: 
Thelma Martin, 20 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX 
& son-in-law: 
Jacob W. Martin, 23 TX, parents b. TX, occupation: none 
 
1930 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 2613A Rosen Ave. – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
Jones (as indexed, but can be read as Jacob) W. Martin, 33 TX, parents b. MS, age 22 at 1st marriage, 
foreman (?), meat packing, WWI veteran 
Thelma O., 30 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Bonnie L., 10 TX 
Frankie B., 10 months TX 
 
1940 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 1726 Washington Ave. – in same place in 1935 
Jacob W. Martin, 43 TX, shipping clerk, meat packing co. 
Thelma, 40 TX 
Bonnie, 20 TX, clerical, wholesale baking company 
Frankie, 10 TX 
Barbara, 6 TX 
 


