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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Murray, Riley Frank 

1881 OR – 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
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Obituary of Riley Frank Murray – “Grants Pass (OR) Daily Courier” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 

p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/83110836/?terms=%22riley%20murray%22&match

=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/83110836/?terms=%22riley%20murray%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/83110836/?terms=%22riley%20murray%22&match=1
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Burial on Islay, Scotland – “Los Angeles Evening Express” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Sunday 24 Feb 1918 p 12 
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[article continues] 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 22 

 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Susan Sarah Powers McManus Riley – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 28 Nov 

1958 p 2 
 

 
“Weekly Rogue River Courier” (Grants Pass OR) Friday 13 Mar 1908 p 1 

 

 
“Weekly Rogue River Gazette” (Grants Pass OR) Friday 18 Sep 1908 p 4 
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Obituary of Susan Powers McManus’s 1st husband – note she is not mentioned in the 

obituary – “Redding (CA) Searchlight” Saturday 10 Feb 1923 p 1 
 

 
Obituary of George Edward McManus – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Saturday 10 Feb 1923 p 21 

- https://www.newspapers.com/image/616950854/?terms=mcmanus&match=1  
 

Life: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/616950854/?terms=mcmanus&match=1
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“Weekly Rogue River Gazette” (Grants Pass OR) Friday 3 Jul 1908 p 3 

 

 
Among the county payments for road work – “Weekly Rogue River Courier” (Grants Pass 

OR) Friday 15 Jan 1909 p 3 
 

Stepchildren: 
 

 
Obituary of Edna Georgia McManus Farley – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Wednesday 8 Jan 1992 p 18 
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Divorce of Ethel Lois McManus from Robert C. Gimblin – “Redding (CA) Searchlight” 

Saturday 10 Feb 1923 p 2 
 

 
“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Friday 30 Jun 1911 p 1 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Thursday 11 Jan 1912 p 2 

 

 
Marriage of John Emery McManus to Mildred Irene Middleton  21 Jul 1923 – “Hanford (CA) 

Morning Journal” Sunday 22 Jul 1923 p 6 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 22 Sep 1931 p 3 

 

 
Is this a stepdaughter? Dorothy McManus & Jesse A. Brown – “Hanford (CA) Morning 

Journal” Wednesday 2 Feb 1921 p 8 
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“Hanford (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 2 Feb 1921 p 2  

 
“Hanford (CA) Morning Journal” Saturday 5 Feb 1921 p 3 

  
Dorothy McManus – Grants Pass (HS) yearbook, 1917 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/679738504:1265 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/679738504:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/679738504:1265
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Terminal illness of brother Harvey Murray, brought to the home of his brother “Reilly” (Riley) Murray 
– “Weekly Rogue River Courier” (Grants Pass OR) Friday 24 Mar 1911 p 8 
 

 
            
Death of Harvey Murray – “Weekly Rogue River Courier” (Grants Pass OR) Friday 28 Apr 1911 p 5 
 

 
 

“Weekly Rogue River Courier” Friday 12 May 1911 p 5 
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Brother Harvey Murray & sister Mary Jane Murray McAllister – “Weekly Rogue River Courier” Friday 

23 Dec 1910 p 3 
 
 
Name:  Riley Frank Murray 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Riley did not have one 
Entered service from:  Eugene, Lane OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Riley F. Murray 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Susie Murray, 855 W. 4th St., Eugene OR 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: at Killeyan, Islay, Scotland - grave 2, as Riley F. Murray 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Riley F. Murray 
Rank on return ship: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Feb 1881 Josephine Co. OR (about 14 miles “down the river” – that is, the Rogue River - 
from Grants Pass OR)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
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Find A Grave record: 23796588 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Grants Pass, Josephine OR 
Cemetery:  Sloan Pioneer 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Pvt US Army WWI    
 
Father:  Theophilus Thomas Murray, 3 Apr 1832 Cumberland Co. KY – 25 May 1898 Grants 
Pass, Josephine OR. Son of William Murray & Jane Green. Buried in Sloan Cemetery, 
Grants Pass, Josephine OR. 
Find A Grave:  23796546  
 
Mother: Elizabeth Ella Rains Murray, 7 Sep 1846 Holt MO – 21 Aug 1883 Grants Pass, 
Josephine OR. Daughter of James Rains & Frances Ann (Fannie) Barbee. Buried in Sloan 
Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. 
Find A Grave:  79660851 
Parents’ marriage:  26 Oct 1865 Andrew Co. MO 
 
Spouse: Susan (“Susie”) Sarah Powers McManus Murray, 15 Apr 1864 Walnut, Atchison KS 
– 27 Nov 1958 Modesto, Stanislaus CA. Daughter of Isaac L. Powers & Caroline Keplinger. 
Parents born WV. She was about 11 years older than Riley. 
Her 1st husband was George Edward McManus, Jan 1858 TX – Feb 1923 Redding, Shasta 
CA. Son of Gasaway Franklin McManus & Mrs. Isabella Pickler. Susan & George married in 
1883.   
Had 3 McManus children in the 1910 census, although she was listed as having given birth 
to 6 children, 6 of whom were living. George’s obituary was published in the “Sacramento 
(CA) Bee” 10 Feb 1923 p 21. 
In the 1920, 1930 & 1940 censuses, Susie Murray lived in Grants Pass, Josephine OR. In 
1920 she said she was 53 years old, b. KS, widow, parents b. VA. In 1930, Susie was age 63, 
b. KS, widow. In 1940, Susie, age 72, b. KS, widow, a homemaker, who had lived in the 
same house in 1935, had a lodger named John Miller, 38 PA, laborer at a saw mill, who had 
lived in Bellevue OH in 1935. 
CA Death Index lists her name as Susan Sarah Murray.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  6 Mar 1908 Grants Pass, Josephine OR. He gave his age as 27 years, zero 
months, 10 days, born Josephine Co. OR, resident of Grants Pass OR, laborer, this being 
his 1st marriage, father b. IL, mother’s birthplace unknown.  – Susan McManus, age 38 
years, born KS, resident of Grants Pass OR, nurse, this being her 2nd marriage. Father b. 
WV, mother b. KS.  
 
Children: 
 
Stepchildren: 

• Mamie/Mary McManus Miller, 1887 MO or Dec 1886 (1900 census) MO. As Mamie Miller, 
resident of Los Angeles CA in Nov 1958 when her mother died. 
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• Georgia Edna / Edna Georgia McManus Farley, Aug 1890 (1900 census) or 1891 MO – 5 Jan 
1992 Fresno Co. CA. Married 22 Dec 1906 in Grants Pass, Josephine OR to James Patrick 
Farley (1875-1948). Resident of Layton CA in Feb 1923 when her father died & resident of 
Modesto CA as Edna Farley when her mother died in Nov 1958. - Buried in Mountain View 
Cemetery, Fresno, Fresno CA. F: 82351954 

• Ethel Lois McManus Gimblin, 1 Nov 1891 Leavenworth Co. KS – 8 Oct 1966 Stanislaus Co. 
CA. Wife of Robert Cleveland Gimblin (1885-1962), whom she married Dec 1909 in Auburn 
CA. She sued for divorce in Feb 1923 & reverted to her maiden name of McManus. Except 
most future references to her use the surname Gimblin. Resident of Redding CA in Feb 
1923 when her father died & resident of Coulterville CA in Nov 1958 when her mother died. 

• John Emery McManus, 9 Aug 1894 [Aug 1893 in 1900 census] Kansas City MO – 22 Feb 1968 
Buena Park, Orange CA. Often referred to as “Emery McManus.” Resided in 1917 in 
Josephine Co. OR when he registered for the WWI draft, an unemployed blacksmith. 
Married 21 Jul 1923 to Mildred Irene Middleton (1902-1966, F: 137849910). Buried in Rose 
Hills Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA. F: 137847635 

• Hiram McManus, who changed his surname to Miller, ca. Nov 1895 (1900 census), 1896 or 
1897 Ks. Resident of Eureka CA in Nov 1958 when his mother died; listed in her obituary as 
Miller. 

• Dorotha/Dorothy McManus Holbrook, ca. 1902 MO. Pictured in Grants Pass (OR) High 
School yearbook in 1917. 

• Who was Mrs. Harvey Brown of Los Angeles CA in Feb 1923 when her father died? 
• Who was Belle McDonald of Los Angeles CA in Feb 1923 when her father died? 

 
Siblings:  

• William J. Murray, 29 Jul 1866 MO – 21 Feb 1885 Grants Pass, Josephine OR. Tombstone 
indicates son of T. & E. Murray. Buried in Sloan Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 
23796518 

• Mary Jane (“Mollie”) Murray McAllister Spach, 19 May 1868 St. Joseph, Buchanan MO - d. 8 
Aug 1966 Grants Pass, Josephine Co. OR as Mary J. Spach. Resident of Kerby OR in Feb 
1918; listed as Mrs. Mollie McCallister of Kerby OR in brother Riley’s 1918 obituary. – Wife of 
George Columbus McCallister, 1863 OR – 1945 OR, F: 18392032), son of Lewis Croel 
McAllister & Catherine Montgomery. George was the brother of William Thurston McAllister 
(who married Mary’s sister Alice Murray) & Susan Ann McCallister (who married Mary’s 
sister John Robert Murray). Mary & George divorced. - Wife of George Spach (1882-1967, F: 
148702209). In the 1930 census, George Spach (52) lived with Mary J. Spach (60) in Kerby, 
Josephine OR. - Buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 
148702259  

• John Robert Murray, 15 [or 13] Jan 1870 St. Joseph, Buchanan MO – 31 May 1949 Grants 
Pass, Josephine OR. He was the husband of Susan Ann McCallister, the sister of William 
McAllister (married to John’s sister Alice) & George McCallister (married to John’s sister 
Mary). Buried in IOOF Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 18415956 

• Victoria Murray, 29 Oct 1872 MO – 14 Jul 1899 Josephine Co. OR. Tombstone indicates 
daughter of T. & E. Murray. Buried in Sloan Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 
79661758 

• Christina Elizabeth Murray Smith, 7 Oct 1873 Coffeeville, Montgomery KS – 22 Oct 1956 
Grants Pass, Josephine OR. Married 15 Oct 1893 in Grants Pass, Josephine OR to Charles 
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Wesley Smith (1867-1935, F: 79678145). Buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 149831178 

• Alice Carrie Ellen Murray McAllister/McCallister Findley, 8 Mar 1876 Grants Pass, Josephine 
OR – 17 Mar 1959 Grants Pass, Josephine OR. Resided near Grants Pass OR when Riley 
died, listed as Mrs. Alice McCormick in Riley’s obituary. – Married on 12 Mar 1894 in 
Josephine Co. OR to William Thurston McAllister (5 Jan 1869 OR – 16 Sep 1981 OR, buried in 
Granite Hill Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR, F; 18391669). William was the brother of 
George McCallister (who married Alice’s sister Mary) & Susan Ann McCallister (who married 
Alice’s brother John Robert Murray). – Married 9 Feb 1939 in Josephine Co. OR to John Henry 
Findley (1875-1961 OR, F: 147662068). - OR death record lists as daughter of Theophilus 
Murray & Elizabeth Rains. Died at Josephine General Hospital. Buried in Hillcrest Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F; 148702102 

• Lee Roy [Leroy] Murray, 15 May 1878 Grants Pass, Josephine OR – 15 Jun 1953 Grants Pass, 
Josephine OR. SSN 540-18-6333. In the 1900 census for Slate Creek, Josephine OR, Leroy 
Murray, 22 OR, lived with George McCallister (37), his wife Mary J. (32, i.e. Lee’s sister) & 
their 2 daughters & 2 sons. OR death record: son of Theophilis Murray & Elizabeth Rains, 
never married, d. in Josephine General Hospital. Buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park, Grants 
Pass, Josephine OR. F: 147662096 

• Harvey G. Murray, Jan or Feb 1883 Grants Pass, Josephine OR – 21 Apr 1911 Grants Pass, 
Josephine OR. Buried in Sloan Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 79660890 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Eugene (OR) Guard" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – listed as Riley F. Murry - unknown at the Cascade National 
Forest office where he enlisted . 
 
"Eugene [OR] Guard" 14 Feb 1918 p 1 - Murray, 37, said he'd enlist if co-worker James Shark at 
Willamette Sand & Gravel Co. did. Shark failed his exams. Murray's wife was ill& condition 
worsened when she heard of his death. 
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 2 – among the dead on Tuscania: Riley F. Murray, 855 
W. 4th St., Eugene OR 
 
"Oakland [CA] Tribune" 22 Oct 1920 p 22 – Riley’s body was among 15 returned to CA in the 8th 
shipment - Pvt. Riley F. Murray, Co. D, 20th Engineers, Destination: Suie [sic] Murray, 403 West "D" 
Street, Grants Pass OR. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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Censuses: 
 
1870 Buchanan, Atchison MO – conducted 26 Aug 1870 
Theoph Murray, 38 KY, farmer 
Elizabeth, 23 MO, keeps house 
William, 4 MO 
Mary J., 2 MO 
John R., 2 months MO 
 
1880 Jump Off Joe, Josephine Co. OR 
Thomas Murrey, 49 KY, father b. TN, mother b. VA, farmer 
Elizabeth, 32 MO, father b. KY, mother b. MO (?), at home 
William, 14 MO, parents b. MO, at home 
Mary J., 12 MO, parents b. MO, at home 
John R., 10 MO 
Victoria, 9 MO 
Christina, 7 MO 
Alice, 7(?) OR 
Leroy, 2 OR 
 
1900 Slate Creek, Josephine OR 
Riley Murray, 19 OR, Feb 1881, father b. KY, mother b. MO, hired laborer, 1 of 3 hired men 
for: 
Henry & Josie Rush & family 
Another 1 of the 3 hired men was Harvey Murray, 17 OR, Feb 1883, father b. KY, mother b. 
MO, hired laborer [presumably Riley’s younger brother] 
 
1900 Kansas City, Jackson MO – 207 Prospect Ave. – his future wife Susie with her 1st 
husband, George Edward McManus 
George McManus, 41 IL, Jan 1859, parents b. IL, married 7 years, carpenter 
Susie, 33 KS, Apr 1867, parents b. VA, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Mamie, 13 MO, Dec 1886, at school 
Edna, 9 MO, Aug 1890, at school 
Ethel, 8 MO, Nov 1891, at school 
Emery, 6 KS, Aug 1893 
Hiram, 4 KS, Nov 1895 
 
1910 Slate Creek, Josephine OR 
Riley Murray, 29 OR, father b. KY, mother b. IA, married 2 years, in 1st marriage, laborer, odd 
jobs 
Susie Murray, 41 KS, parents b. WV, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living [wife] 
Emery McManus, 15 KS, father b. TX, mother b. KS, laborer, odd jobs [stepson] 
Hirum McManus, 13 KS, father b. TX, mother b. KS [stepson] 
Dorotha McManus, 8 MO, father b. TX, mother b. KS [stepdaughter] 
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