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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Murphy, James Joseph 
1889 CA – 1963 CA 
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James Joseph Murphy – “San Francisco Chronicle” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/27334412/?terms=murphy%20tuscania%20chronicle&matc
h=1 
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Obituary of James Joseph Murphy – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 1 Aug 1963 p 47 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/354535404/?terms=%22murphy%20james%22&match=1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLQ-BJTC 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15778756:60901 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Patrick Murphy, d. 15 Dec 1897 Temescal CA – “San Francisco Call” Sunday 19 

Dec 1897 p 76 –  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80994472/?terms=%22patrick%20murphy%22%20oakland

%20died%20elizabeth&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80994472/?terms=%22patrick%20murphy%22%20oakland%20died%20elizabeth&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80994472/?terms=%22patrick%20murphy%22%20oakland%20died%20elizabeth&match=1
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“Sacramento (CA) Record-Union” Saturday 18 Dec 1897 p 8 

 



8 
 

 



9 
 

 

 



10 
 

 



11 
 

 



12 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Call” Saturday 18 Dec 1897 p 11 
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The Murphy home is listed as #2“San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 18 Dec 1897 p 8 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Monday 20 Dec 1897 p 11 

 

 
“Redding (CA) Searchlight” Tuesday 21 Dec 1897 p 1 
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“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Thursday 6 Jan 1898 p 4 
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“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Saturday 16 Apr 1898 p 4 

 
 

 
“San Francisco Call” Saturday 20 Aug 1898 p 11 
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“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Courier” Tuesday 21 Dec 1897 p 1 

 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 18 Jan 1898 p 2 

 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Elizabeth Murphy – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 14 Oct 1930 p 64 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/457842903/?terms=%22mary%20gorman%22&match=1  
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of sister Mary Helen Murphy Gorman – “Los Angeles Tidings” Friday 31 Aug 1951 p 45 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/457842903/?terms=%22mary%20gorman%22&match=1
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Obituary of sister Rita E. Murphy – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 19 Jul 1949 p 35 

 

 
Current (2022) building at 4715 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland CA - 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4715+Telegraph+Ave,+Oakland,+CA+94609/@37.8346851,-
122.2630612,3a,75y,277.17h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sE7jLVkdyGm9adGbSg2XHaA!2e0!7i1638

4!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x80857de18f08569f:0xb84cbd79c99f1acf!8m2!3d37.8347151!4d-
122.2633726 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4715+Telegraph+Ave,+Oakland,+CA+94609/@37.8346851,-122.2630612,3a,75y,277.17h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sE7jLVkdyGm9adGbSg2XHaA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x80857de18f08569f:0xb84cbd79c99f1acf!8m2!3d37.8347151!4d-122.2633726
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4715+Telegraph+Ave,+Oakland,+CA+94609/@37.8346851,-122.2630612,3a,75y,277.17h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sE7jLVkdyGm9adGbSg2XHaA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x80857de18f08569f:0xb84cbd79c99f1acf!8m2!3d37.8347151!4d-122.2633726
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4715+Telegraph+Ave,+Oakland,+CA+94609/@37.8346851,-122.2630612,3a,75y,277.17h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sE7jLVkdyGm9adGbSg2XHaA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x80857de18f08569f:0xb84cbd79c99f1acf!8m2!3d37.8347151!4d-122.2633726
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4715+Telegraph+Ave,+Oakland,+CA+94609/@37.8346851,-122.2630612,3a,75y,277.17h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sE7jLVkdyGm9adGbSg2XHaA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m5!3m4!1s0x80857de18f08569f:0xb84cbd79c99f1acf!8m2!3d37.8347151!4d-122.2633726
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 1 Oct 1959 p 57 

 
Wartime: 

 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 26 Oct 1917 p 13 
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“San Franciso (CA) Examiner” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-HW3T-
3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TR5-GRN2 

 
Name:  James Joseph Murphy 
Name variations:  Jimmy Murphy  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,604 
Entered service from:  Oakland, Alameda CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James J. Murphy 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lizzie Murphy, 4715 Telegraph Ave., Oakland CA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James J. Murphy 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Elizabeth Murphy, 4715 Telegraph Ave., Oakland CA 
(pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as James Joseph Murphy - b. 8 Jul 1890 Oakland CA; res: 
4715 Telegraph, Oakland CA. Single. Mill hand, Bruce Lumber Co., Berkeley CA. Has dependent 
mother. Claimed exemption from draft: “dependant [sic] mother” – Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Fire Dept., Oakland CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as James Joseph Murphy - b. 8 Jul 1889 Oakland CA; 
res: 4715 Telegraph Ave., Oakland CA. NOK Miss Rita E. Murphy, 1846 Alice St., Oakland CA 
[sister]. Unemployed. Height & weight left blank. Registered 25 Apr 1942  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  3 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  4715 Telegraph Ave., Oakland CA 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
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Born: 8 Jul 1889 Oakland, Alameda CA (WWI draft: 1890) – Alameda, Alameda CA [CA birth record]  
Died: 30 Jul 1963 Oakland, Alameda CA    
Find A Grave record:  38299489 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Golden Gate National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: California Pvt 17 Co 20 Engineers WWI    
 
Father:  Patrick Murphy, b. ca. 1852 County Fermanagh, Ireland – 15 Dec 1897 Temescal, 
Riverside CA. Shot through the heart by neighbor Ferdinand Uhl Jr., a previous inmate of an 
insane asylum, who had grown tired of Patrick & his boarder Antone Glavin “running down” 
(criticizing) the quality of the beer brewed at the Anchor Brewery, where his father 
Ferdinand Uhl Sr. was a foreman. Uhl Jr. shot him not caring if it was Murphy or Glavin. Uhl 
Jr. also shot police officer Gus Koch. He was ruled incompetent to stand trial & was sent to 
an insane asylum. Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  88740791 
 
Mother: Elizabeth (Lizzie) Lynch Murphy, b. ca 1866 Ireland, d. 13 Oct 1930 Oakland, 
Alameda CA.  Buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Hayward, Alameda CA but not on Find A 
Grave as of 23 Mar 2022. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Cecelia Barnes Murphy, 10 Jun 1897 Tunbridge Wells, Kent, England – 3 Sep 1989 
Yakima, Yakima WA. SSN 552-30-6786. Daughter of Henry Barnes & Clara Monkton. Buried 
in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  3613180 
Marriage: 1935 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mary Helen Murphy Gorman, 30 Jul 1887 Oakland, Alameda CA – 22 Aug 1951 Los Angeles 
Co. CA. SSN 548-38-2348. CA Death Index lists father’s surname as Murphy, mother’s as 
Lynch. According to her obituary, buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Hayward, Los 
Angeles CA but not on Find A Grave as of 23 Mar 2022. 

• Rita Elizabeth Murphy, 15 Jan 1893 Oakland, Alameda CA – 16 Jul 1949 Los Angeles Co. CA.  
SSN 571-16-6548. Buried in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Hayward, Alameda CA. F: 11934359 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1910 & 1913 Oakland CA city directories: 
Murphy, Elizabeth (widow of Patrick), resident of 4715 Telegraph Ave. 
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Wartime: 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle” 11 Feb 1918 - photo, his mother Mrs. Elizabeth Murphy, 4715 Telegraph 
Ave., Oakland CA received news on 10 Feb that he was safe, the 1st news she'd had since 22 Jan, 
1918. Former mill man, left Oakland with draft group 3 Dec 1917  
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 11 Feb 1918 p3 - words failed to express her happiness, said mother 
Mrs. Mary E. Murphy, 4715 Telegraph Ave. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Oakland (CA) Tribune" 1 Aug 1963 p 47 - age 73, d. in Oakland, VFW, Oakland Fire Dept. member 
for over 30 years. Survived by wife Cecilia, had sisters Mary & Rita Murphy, funeral 2 Aug, burial 
Golden Gate     
 
Social Security number: 558-32-7873 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Oakland, Alameda CA – 4715 Telegraph Ave. 
Elizabeth Murphy, 44 Ireland, widow, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1882, gave birth to 3 children, 3 
are living 
Mary G. Gorman, 21 CA, married 4 years, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children [daughter] 
James J. Murphy, 20 CA, cabinet maker, plane mill [son] 
Margaret, 17 CA, milliner, milliner store [daughter] 
[For the 3 children, both parents b. Ireland] 
 
1920 Oakland, Alameda CA – 4715 Telegraph 
Lizzie Murphy, 55 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, widow, emigrated 1872, naturalized about 30 years 
[head of household] 
James J. Murphy, 29 CA, parents b. Ireland, fireman [son] 
Rita E. Murphy, 23 CA, parents b. Ireland, saleslady, milliner shop [daughter] 
 
1930 Oakland, Alameda CA – 4715 Telegraph Ave. 
James Murphy, 40 CA, fireman, city fire department, WWI veteran [head of household] 
Elizabeth H. Murphy, 70 Northern Ireland, widow [mother] 
Rita Murphy, 33 CA, milliner, department store [sister] 
 
1940 Oakland, Alameda CA – 4715 Telegraph Ave. – in same house in 1935 
James J. Murphy, 50 CA, fireman, city fire department 
Cecilia, 40 England [wife] 
 
 


