DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
Theresearch hasnotbeen completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b = born
d=died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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University of Washington Graduate; Degree in Forestry
Member of Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity, Sigma Tau Chapter
University of Washington ROTC Cadet, Rank Private (6 months)

Forest Ranger for Quinault District, Olympic National Forest

Roy Muncaster - Find A Grave 24438756

Roy MUNCASTER
Noble by birth
Yet nobler by great deeds.




NEM! YORK TIIES,
June 29, 1938.
Deer lir. Zimmermenni

The headquarters of the American Overseas Liemorial Day
Associetion, at Faris, hec gent me 2 list of buriels of the OTRANTC end
TUSCANIA vietims buried in the BErookwood Cemstery, Surrey, Eagland, and ons
of these bdodies buried in the Xilnaughton Cemotery at Isley, Scotland., Ths
letter goos on to asny:

"The annue) Momoriel Dey ceremeny in Brockwoed Cemetory
is held on the Sunday nearest appresching Mey 30th and ie organized by the
Lordon Braneh of the Americen Oversess liomorial Dey Associetion, PEeach of
these graves is docerated with ax Americer end Britich fleg and flowers, A
ceromeny is held in the Cemetery is attonded by the American Ambassader and
membere of hiec stalf, memtors of the American and British Legione with flags
end ropresentetives of all ¢f the Amorican organizations in London in addi-
tien to a large mmbor of English people reciding in the vicinity. There
ere preyers and short spesches.

"The iscleted grave at Islay, Scetland, is deocorcted by
the Registrar at Kilnsughton Cemetery, Port Ellen, Iclay, Scetland,

Follewing is the list &3 sent me. It is a carbon copy =
you may keep it as I have the originsl,
Yours, (signed)

PAUL FREDERICESEN.

® C 59 0 & TR ST NS

You nsy be interosted to know I heve tried te find hom
meny Americars sre ciill birrled on Ieley, Sootland., I get these resultss
From M, Mxoteggart of Bowzors, through ths Americen consul at Clacgows

“All were taken awsy except Rey luncsster ox TUSCANIA,
whose friends in America rogusstod that hiz grave be not distwrbed,”

From the Consuls Iuncaster is 4in Greve 95, Row 4, Kil-
neughten Cemetery; The desocratien of this greve ies undortekon by this consule
ate oach year on Memorial Dey, lay 20th, urder the auspices of the American
Overseas liemorial Day Assecisation, Aldwych House, Aldwych, Londen, W.C. 2. An
Ameriean Fleg and a lzurel wreath are sont to Mr, P, M., Cempbell, Tighenrudha,
Pert Ellen, Izley, who places thom on ths prave, Hie fether had for many
years, until his death, undertaken this duty, and it will bs noted that the
father was one of three msn who wore decorated for resous work in connection
with the TUSCANIA disaster".

RS ¥ ED S

Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA

Following are excerpts from “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm:



Kilnaughton Military Cemetery today, emptied of most of its burials, Commonwealth War Graves
Commission (http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-

cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON %20MILITARY%20CEMETERY, %20KILDALTON %20A
ND%200A,%20ISLE%200F%20ISLAY). Roy Muncaster’s grave is the white tombstone to the left of
the entry gate. He was originally buried in grave 19 at Kinnabus.

Burials of the crew — and the last American grave — on Islay:

According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Kilnaughton Military Cemetery “was
made in 1918 to bury the dead of the S.S. Tuscania, and 4 Commonwealth crewmen from that
vessel are now buried here and 1 American soldier. 84 American graves, mainly of the 20"
Engineers, who were passengers on the S.S. Tuscania, have now been removed. There is 1
unidentified burial, lostin the S.S. Tuscania, here.” The unidentified burialislikely of the “Unknown
Negro,” as the burial was first termed. The cemetery now has scattered headstones among empty
land because of the removals. Remaining at Kilnaughton are the graves of British crew members -
some of them “known unto God” burials - and the grave of American soldier Roy Muncaster, the
only white headstone, topped by crossed marble logs, to designate his forestry role.


http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY

Grave of Roy Muncaster, Kilnaughton, Isle of Islay
http://findagrave.com/cgi-

bin/fg.cgi ?page =g& GSln=muncaster&GSfn=roy&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=244387
56&df=all&

The only American soldier still buried on the Isle of Islay is Roy Muncaster, born March 14,1892, in
Colorado. When he enlisted, he was aforest ranger of the Quinault District at the Olympic National
Forest, out of Seattle, Washington. Roy died just a month shy of his 26" birthday.

PRIVATE

ROY MUNCASTER
D.Coy.

" S BATT, 20m [HGINEERS

US. Anmy

Roy Muncaster’s grave, photograph by and courtey ofL es Wilson of Islay

Lt. Donald Smith in his memoirs noted how Roy along with Sergeant Harpham had worked for an
hour trying to launch lifeboats, with Roy sliding down the ropes into the last lifeboat with about 60
men. Harpham was soill in the boat that all he could do was “dip water to keep us from
foundering,” while Roy rowed - “very cool and courageous all through the terrible experience,”
recalled Harpham - as their boat drifted and wasrowed from 8 p.m. to 1a.m. “The men sat in water
up to their knees, which made constant bailing necessary to avoid sinking. Just before we struck,
Ray slapped me on the back and said, ‘Cheer up, Harp, we will get the Kaiser yet’ ” — the last words
Harpham heard him speak. At first thinking their lifeboat was nearing a wooded island, they


http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=24438756&PIpi=9257861

realized that they were nearing cliffs, and they could not row fast enough to avoid being sucked
onto them.Their lifeboat was “dashed to pieces” on the rocks of Islay, Harpham reportedin a letter
home.
Harpham and eight others on his boat survived out of the 60
aboard. In a letter to a friend in America, Harpham wrote: “We
laid together by a large rock, in the wind, and had to listen to the
moans and groans of our dying comrades till daylight. About
twenty corpses had washed ashore beside us when daylight
came and we were rescued by a Highlander.” Harpham was
“badly bruised and nearly frozen” and had hit his head, and
remained hospitalized for weeks. In a letter to his brother,
Harpham wrote he “had not the slightestidea of getting out of the
mess alive.” In 1955, Harpham and his wife Josephine Evans
Harpham of Portland, Oregon, traveled to Islay, particularly to
see the American Monument.
(left) Roy Muncaster, from findagrave.com
While Muncaster’sfriend Harpham survived, Private Muncaster’s
dead body, minus a life preserver, floated in the pounding Islay
surf. His parents William J. and Elizabeth Muncaster, both bornin
:‘jx‘,'{:‘:',‘:.g;’,:” England, requested that Roy’s.body lay in Scotland undisturbed.
[ Tiscanie Sserrer) The Islay folks assured them his grave would be treated as one of
their own. Roy’s grave in Kilnaughton Military Cemetery, Grave No. 95, is maintained by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission in a unique arrangement, his being the only American
body which remains on Islay. In 1938, it was reported that his grave was decorated on Memorial
Day, May 30, under the auspices of the Overseas Memorial Day Association in London. A flag and
laurel wreath were sent to P.M. Campbell in Port Ellen to place on the grave that year. His father,
Duncan Campbell, was one of those decorated for his work in assisting casualties on Islay.

In July 1918, the United States Geographic Board approved the name of Muncaster Mountain for a
previously unnamed peak in the Olympic Mountains of Washington, in the district in which
Muncaster had been assigned as a ranger. The peak at 5,910 feet is currently (2017) ranked as the
911" highest peak in the state of Washington. It is located north of the Quinault River and south of
the Rustler River. Muncaster Mountain was first successfully climbed in 1941. Itis at 47.6379
degrees north, 123.5121 degrees west in Jefferson County, Washington. Muncaster Mountain lies
east of Mount Lawson, south of Mount Christie and northwest of Mount Olson.



Muncaster Mountain - photo by Don Abott, from
http://www.climbersguideolympics.com/peaks/quinault-group/muncaster-mountain
Latitude: N47.63795, Longitude: W 123.51203

left: Muncaster Basin — Washington Trails Association
(http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-
2007080516)

below: Muncaster Mountain from Mount Christie

https://www.google.com/search?qg=muncaster+mountain+washington&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=

univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjTiN-
UO07bXAhXL1CYKHT_UB7QQsAQIQQ&biw=1080&bih=732#imgrc=RPSuMAASOcnSHM:



http://www.climbersguideolympics.com/peaks/quinault-group/muncaster-mountain
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-2007080516
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-2007080516
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PETITION POR LETTERS OF TLON. yrx PIREES KOOM AMD NIVBERT C0

STATE OF COLORADO, ., IN THE COUNTY COUXT.
CITY AND COUNTY OF DENYER, |

In the Matter of the Estate of

2 ? PETITION or&ywwmn
£ Letters of Administration.

Docoased. )

To the Ho... .gb,a, ,6'

of the City and County of Denver, in the H th of (‘ohrndn

. Judge of the County Cours
The petition of the under: od... 9 ’W"‘Mm—
;mcﬂ'ull; vepresents ghal % U S o I T T T g ‘jnkﬁ t
’ ut) ol ;mzr ar oﬁlm depa u,\-if'llfc at Denver, in :;Aul (Ea;ﬁv. un ar ubont B 51‘#

day of. - y, AL D, 19, (g leaving no last Wil and Testament ns far as your
petitioner. = know. D-w belleve.s?. =
And this petition further ghows that the sabd £ S0 T U ILAS M Co B2 N

died aeixed and possessod of Renl Estate as follows, tovwt: . Yor®gmaQdS

Pobare; that the Personal Estate consists chiefly

..gfe.é.é.twé;’

1" of =aid P‘e{rsonnl Eatate bemg estimated to be worth about. =7

"( ..... J??Qc? "‘9‘.) ................................. Dollara; that said deceased left surviving as his
R()'e xmd onl) heirs at law the following, to-wit:

NAMES [STATE IF MINOR) RESIOFENCE NELATIONSHIF

~Htro. Z-ZZ&I_. Bt Wosico it 1ite Cogate | Bt Ean...
3 "l Mgz%
M‘

- ;
That your pehtioner——bemg@“-a-w M ......... of said deceased,

and believing that said estate should be immediately administered, as well for the proper manage-

ment of said eatate as for the prompt collection of the sssets, by virtue of...... 7 % v

rights under the Statute, therefore pmy...ss_.-that your
Honor will grant Letters of Administration m’ﬁﬂ/\- T

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/139470:8665?tid=&pid=&queryld=5b072376da7f34e5ccdbcdcdf58196c9&
phsrc=hFB38520&_phstart=successSource
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Football player at U of WA — “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 1 Oct 1915 p 20

Wartime:
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5
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OLYMPIA FORESTER

LISTED AS MISSING

Fate of Roy Muncaster Un-
known—Everett Harpham
One of Survivors,

- —

Roy Muncaster, listed as one of the
men missing from the Tuscania, was a
district rancer in the farest service at

fQuinault ang Everett 1. Harpham, one

of the survivors, was also in the seryvicas
of the Oly npic reserve, Forest Super-
visor B, L. Fromme of Olyvmipis sald st
night, Eothy men are [Tidversin W
Washington graduates. Muneaster came
from Denver, (‘olo., and Harpoam from
Rosebarg, Ore.,, but both had lived in
Washington for a4 number of vears, The,
were in the 20th engineers,

Word was roceived here vesterdavw

-

that Floyd 8, Hill, son of Charles F. |

Hill i Tacoma, was saved He wus
landed in Ireland, according to a mes-
sARe received by his father., Mrs., lames
PPook received a telegram yvestorday thot
her sen, Willlam E. Farrar, was one of
the enginedr survivors,

“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Thursday 12 Feb 1918 p 1
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Spruce Expert Was Lost.

OLYMPIA, Feb, 11 —~Two forest rang-
ers stationed at Olympla and employed
in the Olympic forest reserve, who
enlisted togethér just before Christmas,
were aboard the ill-fated Tuscania and
one was saved. Both are graduates of
the University of Washington.

Roy Muncaster of Denvér had been
‘with the department three years and
'before going he told Supervisor R, L.
Fromme he would not be back. Fromme
‘wanted him to stay here, as he was an
‘expert on spruce, but he declined and
announced his intention of getting into
a fighting regiment later,

E. W. Harpham, who is reported
saved, comes from Prineville, Ore., He
was with the department five years,
Both are unmarried and each thought
it his duty to go. They both belonged
to the 20th engineers, a forestry regi-
ment, ' :

“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 12 Feb 1.91 8p3
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Stanley R. Augspurger and Roy
Muncaster, both members of the 20th
engineers (forest), were lost when
the Tuscania went down and are bur«
fed on the coast of Bcotland. Mr.
Augspurger was a field assistant on
the Columbia national forest, work-
ing at the Wind river nursery just
before enlisting, His home was In
Dayton, Ohlo. Mr, Muncaster was a
district ranger on the Olymple na-

‘tional forest previous to his enlist-
ment. He came to the coast from

Denver, Colo.
“Ashland (OR) Tidings” Thursday 25 Apr 1918 p 1
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WAS ON THE TUSCANIA

The following letter from a member
of the 20th Engineer regiment, which
was on the Tuscania when that trans-
ort was torpedoed near the Irish
oast, in which disaster several hun-
red American troops lost their lives
lirough the merciless activities of the
ubmarine, is one of the most interest-
ng accounts of that tragic incident of
he war that we have seen. It Is a
lain, unvarnished story, brief but to
he point, of the experiences of one
‘ho passed through the terrible trial
nd was savel as by a miracle. The
etter and introductory explanation is
aken from the Okanogan Independ-
nt:

‘When the Tuscania catastrophe was eén-

. B, Harpman, a member of a foresi
giment, was on the boat, as many here
‘ore ncquainted with V. V., Harpham,
m'merlf deputy supervisor on the Oka-
ogun forest and later supervisor of the
hoco forest in Oregon Tt later develop-
I that £ E. Harpham s a brother of
. V., and this paper has been furnished
dth n letter written by the soldier to
i brother in Oregon which we take
leasure In publishing as It gives an in.
cresting account of the disaster:
"Burope. February 15, 1918,
‘Iwar Vernon:
“Would llke to tell you more about
here | am, but feel that such Informa-
on would be held up by the censor,

[article continues]
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10 officer In command raised in our boat
« threw his electric flashlight against
¢ rugged shoals only a stone's throw
end, and we could see the white foam
hing high on the rocks. Each break-
took us nearer until finally our bhoat
ruck with a terrible crash and broke In
dozen pleces, and after that It was each
an for himself. Roy Muncaster, a rang-
from the Olymple, who enlisted when
did, did not have on a life belt and 1|
sure he was drowned 1 was taken
der by o waves, hit

ks, and finally by act -
ce was thrown h on ® where
muanaged to hang until 1 was able to
wl above the highest waves. The rold
d Just about finished me; but six of
includi a lleutenant, managed to
le together under a rock, where we
in the water and mud for five hours
ore daylight, when a Scotch Highland-
living on a 'platuu above rescu ns,
was told of the disaster by a soldier
was not hurt, upon landing. Out of
ut sixty in my lifeboat only seven
e out alive o were treatad rovally

[article continues]
“Oroville (WA) Weekly Gazette” Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 1
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How Muncaster Died

The letter quoted below  from
Sergeant K. E. Harphamw, former
ranger and scaler on the Olymple
national forest, but now with the
American expoditionary forces in
France, furnishes the first detalls
recelved as to the exact nature of
the death of Roy Muncaster, also
& former ranger on the Olympla,
and stationed at Quinault as a dis-
trict runger. Sergt., Harpham's
deseription bears out the previous
conjoctures  of the loecal forest
force and of his other most Inti-
mate friends that he met death
bravely and with unshaken faith
In his self-determined mission to
serve his fellow man and his coun-
try to the last, Both he and
Harpham graduated In forestry at
the University of Washington and
enlisted In the 20th englneers, or
forestry regiment, lust December,
Muncaster loeaves & mother, three
slsters and three brothers, most
of whom reside in Denver, Colo.

Sergt, Harpham, who Is with
the headquarters detachment, 6th
battery, 20th oul:_g_ou. writes:

bae

'rerlum more news can be sent you
n regard to the work, ete,

remember me to

cans are dolng fine here and | he-
Heve are ready to ‘hit the bell.
. . .

“I was one of the lucky .m'
saved from the original 60 In our
life boat, but was badl
and nearly frozen.
ital svera! weeks, but am now

with the bunech n to ‘do
my bit,” and fee! quite I have
met a number of fine people here,

Ineluding somo very looking
Scotch girls, and am mighty glad
| enlisted. Weo are all feeling fine

The weather Ix . 1
will write to you after a whoen

“Muncaster and 1 were on the
Tuscanla when she was torpedoed
In the North channel Fobruary &
and happened to be assigned by

"r’uvlouu arrangement to the same
|
"

fo boat. We flonied and rowed
n the rough waters of the
[Lhannel from about 8 o'clock p.
m. to 1w m, when the bhoat con-
talning our crew of about 60
struck thoe rocky shoals off the
Jdsland  of Islay, Scotland, and
dashed Into a dozen pleces. Mun-
caster woas handling the oars when
Ithe boat struck the rocks and was
Ivery eool and courageous all thra
Ithe terrible experience, 1 was
‘very sick In the life boat myself
land could do nothing hut dip wa-
stur 1o keep us from foundering
Junt before we struek Roy slapped
‘me on the back and sald, 'Cheer
lup, Harp, we will get the kalser
Iyet.’ t was the last | heard
him say. After our boat was
Idashed to pleces | never saw Roy
lagnin, but learned for certaln he
Iwas drowned and Is buried near
Fort Ellen, Islay, Scotland. He
received, with the others, a pro-
per buriul. with military escort,
iministers, ete. Fort Ellen ean be
‘reached in one day from Glasgow
tand good accommodations can be
had there.

y bruised
Was In the

sl The Amerl-

“Tacoma (WA) Times” Saturday 27 Apr 1918 p 3
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Mountain Named
For Man Lost

On Tuscania

|  OLYMPIA, April 27.—(Special.)—An
| Unnamed mountain poak 6,000 feet high
in the National forest between the
iQumault and Rustler rivers will La
' named for Roy Muncaster, formerly a
! forest ranger, who was drowned when
' the Tuscania was torpedoed., On the
recommendation of Forest Supervisor
Fromme, District Supervisor Cecil of
Portland has taken the naming of the
mountain up with the United States for-
ester. Muncaster enlisted in the 20th
engineers, foresters, in Olympia. He
was a member of the forest service
force in this district at the time of his
enlistment, He was )'nr":!.'." in the se¢r-
vice and well known throughout the en-

tire district. The unnamed peak will be

called Muncaster moun
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 28 Apr 1918 p 4
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Muncaster Mountain
Named for Soldier
PSSl

Muncaster mountain in the Olympic
National forest has just been named in
honor of Roy Muncaster, former district
ranger in the Olympic forest,c who met
his death on the Tuscania.

The mountain was 80 named at the

- suggestion of members of the district
 forest service, who wanted:-to commem-
' orate the ranger who died in the service.
' The name has received the sanction of |
the national geographi¢ board. ThOJ
mountain is located between the Quln-v
nault and Rustler rivers.
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 12 Jul 1918 p 3
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"HOW MUNCASTER DIED

HE letter quoted below from Sergeant E. E. Harpham, former
ranger and sealer on the Olympic national forest, but now with the
American expeditionary forees in France, furnishes the first details
received as to.Ihe exnct nature of the death of Roy Muncaster, also
a former ranger on the Olympic, and stationed at Quinsult as a district
ranger.  Sergeant Harpham's description bears out the previous conjec-
tures of the local forest force and of his other most intimoate friends that
he met death bravely and with unshaken faith in his self-determined mission
to serve his fellow man and his country to the last. Both he and Harpham
graduated in forestry at the University of Washington and enlisted in the
Twentieth engineers, or forestry regiment, last December.  Muncaster leaves
:‘l:,nl'lf, three sisters and three brothers, most of whom reside in Denver,
‘olo.

Eighteen

B =]

Sergeant Harpham, who is with the headquarters detachment, Sixth
battalion, Twentieth engineers, writes:

“Muncaster and I were on the Tuscania when she was torpedoed in the
North channel February 5 and happened to be assigned by previous arrange-
ment to the same life boat. We floated and rowed upon the rough waters
of the channel from about 8 o'clock p. m. to 1 a. m., when the boat containing
our crew of about sixty struck the rocky shoals off the Island of Islay,
Scotland, and dashed into a dozen pieces. Muncaster was handling the oars
when the boat struck the rocks and was very cool and courageous all through
the terrible experience. T was very sick in the life boat myself and could
do nothing but dip water to keep us from foundering. Just before we
struck Roy slapped me on the back and said, ‘Cheer up, Harp,, we will get
the kaiser yet” That was the last I beard him say. After our boat was
dashed to pieces 1 never saw Roy again ,but learned for certain he was
drowned and is buried near Port Ellen, Islay, Scotland. He received, with
the others, a proper burial, with military escort, ministers, etc., and the
American Red Cross is looking after the graves, monument, ete. Port Ellen
can be reached in one day from Glasgow and good accommodations can be
had there.

“I was one of the lucky nine saved from the original sixty in our life
boat, but was badly bruised and nearly frozen. Was in the hospital several
weeks, but am now back with the bunch again to ‘do my bit," and feel quite
fit. 1 have met a number of fine people here, including some very good-
looking Scotch girls, and am mighty glad I enlisted. We are all feeling fine
again. The weather is good. I will write to you after a bit, when perhaps
more news can be sent you in regard to the work, ete. Please remember me
to all. The Americans are doing fine here and I believe are ready to *hit
the ball" "

Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA
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Forest Club Annual
- Is New Publication

Coples of the 1918 club annual,
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PATRIOT DEAD

52 Gold Stars on Flag; Dean
Priest Speaks

To pay tribute to the 52 Washing-
ton men who fell during the great
war and to honor the 3,000 who,
althe not called on to make the
suprme sacrifice, were ready to go,
the faculty and student body of the
University held momorial services in
Meany hall 'l'lmr*L night.

- an —— ke D

[article continues]
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“Seattle (WA) Star” Friday 30 May1919p 3
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 1b Mar1921 p 11

RENAVIE NOUNTAIN PEAKS N HONOR OF
0EAD MEMBERS OF FORESTRY SERVIE

Muncaster Mountain within the
Olympic National Forest, Washing-
ton, has already been officially nam-
ad in memory of Forest Ranger Roy
Muncaster, of the 20th Forestry En-
gineers who was lost on the "Tus-
cania.”

These changes in names
peaks were recommended by the Dis-

trict Forester's office to the U. S.

(7eographic Board, wbdich {s the gov-
srnment committee made up of rep-
rasentatives of practically all the fed-
eral departments in Washington, D.
£ . that finally decide on the es
and spelling of all topographic fea-
tures that appear on all government

maps.

of local

District Forester's office of the of-|

Word has just been received at the
ficial change in name of two penks
within the Oregon National Forest of |
two former forest officers,

Frazier Mountain in  Clackamas
~ounty, formerly known as Shell Rock
is named in memory of Donald R, |
#razier. of Hood River, one time for-
sst guard on the Oregon National
Zorest who wag killed in an airplance
accident at an aero tralning camp In
England in April, 1018

Mitchell Mountain, formerly Osk
Grove Mt, in Clackamas County, is
renamed in bonor of Roy Mitchell
who was killed while fighting fire on
the Oregon National Forest on Aug-
ust 20, 1919,

“The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Thursday 17 Jan 1924 p 1
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Name Mt. Olympus Glacier for
Olympia Marn Killed this Year

* ¢ 9

Word has just been received at the
‘loffice of Forest Supervisor R. L.
Fromme, Olympia, that the U, S. Geo-
| graphic Board In its regular meeting
Cin Washington, D, C., on November
112 adopted the name “Jeffers™ for the
| glacier on the south side of Mount
'Olympus, formerly known as the Uni-
[\'ernily Glacier., This action was
taken on recommendation of the lo-
lenl forest service approved by the
!dir-lrlm forester in Portland and the
chief of the forest service in Wash-

ington, D, C.

All government maps hereaflot]
published showing the Olympic re- |
glon will carry the name Jeffers Gla-
{eler ag one of the prominent topo-
graphic and scenie features on the
south slope of Mount Olympus,

The change in name rmm_ ['niver-

l.-m to Jetfers Glacier is in honor to
' Joseph (. Jeffers, a prominent photo-
grapher of Olympia, who lost his life
lon o daring climb over the top of
| Mount Olympus from north to south
on the afternoon of last August 24,
| Mr. Jefters was engaged at the time
in securing some exceptional scenie
L ¢lose-up photographs of the most rug-
lxml region in the Olyvmiecs, and he met
| his death by slipping from the end
of & rope while attempting a descent
over a perpendicular eliff to the head

mountain for assistance. ‘

Two attempts were made (o secure
Mr. Jeffer’'s body, the first by two
forest service patrolmen guided by
Vibert Jeffers over the same route
followed by his father, and the second
by u large searching party with pack
horses and special ice climbing equip- |
ment approaching the glacier from !
below under guldance of Henry Fub-
rer, a Swiss guide loaned by the Rai- |-
nier Nutional park., Neither party was
able to reach the exact spot at the
head of the glacier where the body
was buried, owing to a ecliff that
could not be negotiated from above,
and an impassable crevasse in the
gliweier below., It was definitely de-
termined, however, that the body was
buried in the head of this former
“University Glacier under an ava-
lanche o! ice and rock.

rmwEr wwo " OETATST WRESTE B W w IR

The name University was originally
applied by the forest supervisor at
the time this glagier was first climbed
and described in 1916, It was climbeq
then by former Forest Ranger Roy
' Muncaster, who lost his life the
| Tuscania, and Forest Patrolman L. R.
' Hainsworth, both being students at
!the University of Washington, ‘There
is no knowledge of its ever having
been climbed since, as there are sev-
eral other glaciers which provide less
hazardous routes to the top of Mount

fol the steep and picturesque glucler | Olympus. The naming of Jeffers Gla-
| which now bears his naume. He was [ojer by the U, Q. Geographic Board is
laccompanted only by his son, Vibert, fait hy all who knew Joseph C. Jef-
'who was compelled to return over a !rers intimately fo be a very fitting ac-
very hazardous jee, snow and rock tion, the glacier serving as a moou-
route to a forest service trail camp jmem to his natural courage and love
at the base of the north slope of the "for mountain heights, |

The renaming of University Glacier on Mount Olympus to Jeffers Glacier - Roy Muncaster
was the 1s'to climb the glacier | 1916 - “The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Thursday 17 Jan 1924

p1



29

Siblings:

MUNCASTER —In Oakland, Nov.
25, James ¥ Muncastéer; a natlve of

Colorado, aged 41 years
Remalins was shipped Monday

evening to Denver, Colorado, for

interment,

Death notice of brother James Ewing Muncaster — “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 27 Nov

1923p6

Sister Ethel Mae Muncaster Brown - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-

30e7603a167a
Pags 8
COLORADO  WHITE: INDUCTED INTO NATIONAL ARNY OR ASSIONED THERRTO UPON ENLISTMENT
BANE SERJAL NO. RANK % BATE OF DEATH
Huncaster, Aoy Pr 6 Ba Go D 20 Rugrs Feb 5/16

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GQMT-LLT


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
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WW100

ISLAY

Islay’s year of World War One commemorations will kick off
in the New Year with events in January and February.
January will see further planting of native trees at the new
memorial woodland at Port Bhan on the shore of
Lochindaal. Already, local volunteers, led by experts from
the Woodland Trust Scotland and Tom Skinner from the
ISlay House Community Garden, have already planted 1500
saplings there. If you haven't already planted a tree, or you
enjoyed yourself at the last planting, check the lleach for

the date of the next ‘dig in.’

February the 5th - the centenary of the sinking of the troopship Tuscania by a U-boat off
the Oa - will see two commemorative services on the island in honour of more than 200
American soldiers and British crew who lost their lives in the tragedy. One will take place
at the American Monument on the Oa and the other at the military cemetery at
Kilnaughton. After the services, a gathering at Number One Charlotte Street will celebrate
the enormous efforts of local people to rescue and tend the survivors of the disaster and

to recover, identify and bury with honour the bodies of the dead.
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Kilnaughton military cemetery has a particular significance. Not only are British crewmen
from the Tuscania buried there, but the one American soldier remaining on Islay from
both the sinking of the Tuscania and the Otranto still lies there. Private Roy Muncaster
had worked for the National Forest Service before enlisting in the US Army shortly after
America declared war on Germany. Born to parents who had emigrated to Colorado from

England, Roy Muncaster was a tall, fit, blue-eyed, cheerful American doughboy.

Muncaster served with the 20th Engineers, a forestry regiment that would manage French
forests and turn trees into the timber necessary for barracks, bridges and duck boards for
trenches. He was a graduate in forestry from University of Washington. The twenty-five-
year-old had left his job as a ranger in Washington State’s Olympic National Forest to join
up.

On the evening of February 4th, he and the rest of the SS Tuscania's passengers were
treated to an on-board entertainment, at which a Sergeant from Oregon sang the popular
song, ‘Asleep in the Deep.’ It was an uncannily prophetic choice.

After the torpedo struck the practical forester, Roy Muncaster, and his fellow forester
Sergeant Everett Harpham from Oregon, spent more than an hour struggling with the
rope pulleys to launch lifeboats from the stricken ship for other men. Eventually they slid
down a rope into what they believed to be the last boat to leave the foundering liner.
They pulled away as fast as they could for fear of being sucked into the whirlpool that the

Tuscania would create as she plunged to the bottom of the sea.

Many of those in the lifeboats were picked up by destroyers and naval trawlers - they
were the lucky ones. A destroyer slid past the lifeboat that Everett Harpham and Roy
Muncaster shared with as many as 60 others. A Royal Naval officer shouted to them:
‘Float around a while boys. We'll pick you up later.” But the destroyer never came back. It
was pitch black, the sea was rough and, as that bitterly cold February night wore on, the
hopes of survivors who had not been picked up by destroyers or trawlers were fading.
None of the men were dressed to withstand the cold, or the perishing waves that broke

over them. They had no idea where they were heading.

By about 1.00 am - nearly six hours after the Tuscania was torpedoed - Everett Harpham
and Roy Muncaster were desperately trying to row their frail lifeboat away from the
seething waves that were smashing into the rocks of the Oa. When they had first
glimpsed land through the darkness they thought they were heading for a wooded island,
before realising what they were seeing were cliffs. An officer hurled his flashlight ashore,

and the men on board could see white foam dashing high on the rocks.
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Harpham described the fight with the sea. 'We tried to row away, but we had drifted so
near that the breakers were taking us in faster than we would row in the overcrowded
boat. Muncaster was handling the oars when the boat struck the rocks and was very cool
and courageous all through the terrible experience. | was very sick in the lifeboat myself
and could do nothing but dip water to keep us from foundering. Just before we struck Roy
slapped me on the back and said, “Cheer up Harp, we will get the Kaiser yet.” That was the
last | heard him say. Finally our boat struck a rock with a terrific crash and broke in a

dozen pieces and after that it was every man for himself.’

Later that day, Muncaster was found drowned.

In 1920, most of the bodies of
Americans buried on Islay were i
exhumed and repatriated to the }I
USA, or buried in the American
Cemetery at Brookwood in Surrey.
However, one American still lies
buried in Islay soil - Private Roy

Muncaster. He left a mother and

three sisters in Denver, Colorado.
His family’s wishes were that their Mount Muncaster

son and brother remained where

the people of Islay buried him

with respect and sorrow, and to the sound of a lament played on the Highland pipes as a
homemade American flag fretted in the wind. Roy Muncaster is commemorated in the
Olympic National Forest in Washington State, where a mountain is named after him in the
area he once served as forest ranger.

https://ww100islay.com/private-roy-muncaster/



https://ww100islay.com/private-roy-muncaster/
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https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15905749.remembering-tragedy-sea-brought-horrors-
war-islay-shores/
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At the grave of Roy Muncaster — (left:) Lord George Robertson (native of Islay, Scotland, former
Defence Minister of the UK, former secretary/general of NATO) and (right:) U.S. ambassador to the
UK Robert (Woody) Johnson, May 2018 -
https://twitter.com/USAmbUK/status/992344620712460288/photo/1



https://twitter.com/USAmbUK/status/992344620712460288/photo/1
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Chloe Bonar, six, and lona Kirkpatrick, six, from Port Ellen Primary School, at the grave of Roy
Muncaster (Lenny Warren/Warren Media/PA)

https://www.irvinetimes.com/news/national-news/15921173.islanders-mark-100-years-since-
war-ship-sank-leaving-200-dead/

Name: Roy Muncaster

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private

Serial number: serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed theirvalue, so Roy died without one

Entered service from: Denver CO

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Roy Muncaster

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. W.J. Muncaster, 1460 Corona Ave., Denver CO

Buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland, at

The only one of the Tuscania soldier burials on Islay not to be exhumed. Originally buried at
Kinnabus, in grave #19.

World War | draftregistration (1917): as Roy Muncaster - b. 14 Mar 1892 Rico CO; res: 4503 -

17" NE, Seattle WA. Single. District forest ranger, US Government, Quinault WA. Military
experience: UW Cadets, 6 months, Washington. “I claim exemption as an executive officer in the
government.” Tall with medium build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed.
Born 14 Mar 1892
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Died 6 Feb 1918
Address: Newark NJ
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 6" Battalion, 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 14 Mar 1892 [Mar 1890 in 1900 census - there is a conflict with birthdate of sister Ethel, b.
Apr 1892] Rico, Dolores CO

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 24438756 — photo — presence on Tuscania indicated in text

Burial location: Mull of Oa, Isle of Islay, Argyll & Bute, Scotland

Cemetery: Kilnaughton Military Cemetery

Tombstone: tombstone: D. Coy / 6th Batt. 20th Engineers / U.S. Army

Father: William James Muncaster, 18 Oct 1853 [tombstone: 1854] England {Helsingham,
Cumberland, England —1 Dec 1905 Victor, Teller CO. Ancestry.com family tree at
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1980644/person/182032687335/facts

attributes parentage to Ferdinando Muncaster Jr. (1831-1894) & Mary Ann Smallwood
(1833-1900) but found them listed as his aunt & uncle. Family tree believes Ferdinando’s
sister Catherine may be William’s biological mother; she was a servant employed by
William Davidson in 1851. On William’s baptismalrecord on 4 Feb 1855 in Hensingham,
Cumberland, England, William’s motheris listed as Catherine Muncaster. William &
Ferdinando were both iron miners in England, and William was a minerin the US after he
immigrated. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO.

Find A Grave: 203283023

Mother: Elizabeth Ewing Muncaster, 11 Mar 1853 Cumbria, England -5 Oct 1923
[interment date] Denver, Denver CO. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO.
Find A Grave: 126573101

Parents’ marriage: Apr 1875 Hensingham, Cumberland, England

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother Elizabeth reports giving birth to 10 children, 7 of
whom are living. Listed are John, Elizabeth, James, Edith, William, Roy & Ethel. —In the
1910 census, Elizabeth reports giving birth to 9 children, 7 of whom are living.

e John Muncaster, 14 Mar 1876 Cumbria, England — 1952 Denver, Denver CO. SSN 524-09-
2242. Married on 27 Nov 1901 in Rico, Dolores CO to Helen A. Thompson (1879-1962, F:
55093640). Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 55093642

e ElizabethMuncaster,Mar 1880 Cumbria, England — 14 Dec 1943 Denver, Denver CO. Buried
in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 126573100


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1980644/person/182032687335/facts
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e James Ewing Muncaster, 27 May 1882 Rico, Dolores CO - 25 Nov 1923 Oakland, Alameda
CA. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 55093344

e Edith Agnes Muncaster, 30 Sep 1885 Rico, Dolores CO - Jul 1960 Denver, Denver CO.
Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 203282874

e William Pearce Muncaster, 30 Sep 1887 Rico, Dolores CO - 11 Feb 1962 Denver, Denver
CO. Death date found in Veterans Administration Military Index. Buried in Fairmount
Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 203282027

e Ethel (Ethyl) Mae Muncaster Brown, 3 Apr 1892 Rico, Dolores CO - 3 May 1948 McCook,
Red Willow NE. Married in 1920 in Denver CO to Merritt Thomas Brown (1885-1968, F:
203299048). Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, McCook, Red Willow NE. F: 203299169

Notes:

Colorado newspapers are not available on Newspapers.com for the time period needed.
Pre-war:

Wartime:

Post-war:

Obituary:

Censuses:

1900 Rico, Dolores CO —this census enumerator provided date/month/year of birth

J. William Muncaster, 46 England, 18 Oct 1853, parents b. England, married 25 years,
emigrated 1879, in US for 20 years, naturalized, ore mining

Elizabeth, 46 England, 11 Mar 1853 England, parents b. England, gave birth to 10 children,
7 areliving

John, 24 England, 14 Mar 1876, ore miner

Elizabeth, 20 England, 12 Mar (?) 1880, clerk, DY (?) store

E.James, 18 CO, 27 May 1882

Edith, 14 CO, 30 Sep 1888

W. Pearce, 11 (147) CO, Mar 1890

Roy, 10 CO, Mar 1890

Ethel, 8 CO, 2 [month?] 1892.

1910 Denver, Denver CO

Elizabeth Muncaster, 55 England, widow, parents b. England, emigrated 1881, gave birth to
9 children, 7 are living, housekeeper, rooming house

Elizabeth, 26 England, emigrated 1884, single, stenographer, office

Edith A., 24 CO, teacher, public school

William P., 22 CO, bookkeeper, private club
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Roy, 20 CO
Ethel M., 18 CO



