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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Muncaster, Roy 

1892 CO – 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Roy Muncaster – Find A Grave 24438756 

 

 
Caption at Find A Grave 24438756 – “high school yearbook 1911” 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 
Following are excerpts from “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm: 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kilnaughton Military Cemetery today, emptied of most of its burials, Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-
cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20A
ND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY). Roy Muncaster’s grave is the white tombstone to the left of 
the entry gate. He was originally buried in grave 19 at Kinnabus.  
 
Burials of the crew – and the last American grave – on Islay: 
 
According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Kilnaughton Military Cemetery “was 
made in 1918 to bury the dead of the S.S. Tuscania, and 4 Commonwealth crewmen from that 
vessel are now buried here and 1 American soldier. 84 American graves, mainly of the 20th 
Engineers, who were passengers on the S.S. Tuscania, have now been removed. There is 1 
unidentified burial, lost in the S.S. Tuscania, here.” The unidentified burial is likely of the “Unknown 
Negro,” as the burial was first termed. The cemetery now has scattered headstones among empty 
land because of the removals. Remaining at Kilnaughton are the graves of British crew members - 
some of them “known unto God” burials - and the grave of American soldier Roy Muncaster, the 
only white headstone, topped by crossed marble logs, to designate his forestry role. 
 
 
 

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY
http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2047720/KILNAUGHTON%20MILITARY%20CEMETERY,%20KILDALTON%20AND%20OA,%20ISLE%20OF%20ISLAY
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Grave of Roy Muncaster, Kilnaughton, Isle of Islay 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-

bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=muncaster&GSfn=roy&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSob=n&GRid=244387
56&df=all& 

 
The only American soldier still buried on the Isle of Islay is Roy Muncaster, born March 14, 1892, in 
Colorado. When he enlisted, he was a forest ranger of the Quinault District at the Olympic National 
Forest, out of Seattle, Washington. Roy died just a month shy of his 26th birthday.   
 

 
Roy Muncaster’s grave, photograph by and courtesy of Les Wilson of Islay  

 
Lt. Donald Smith in his memoirs noted how Roy along with Sergeant Harpham had worked for an 
hour trying to launch lifeboats, with Roy sliding down the ropes into the last lifeboat with about 60 
men. Harpham was so ill in the boat that all he could do was “dip water to keep us from 
foundering,” while Roy rowed – “very cool and courageous all through the terrible experience,” 
recalled Harpham - as their boat drifted and was rowed from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. “The men sat in water 
up to their knees, which made constant bailing necessary to avoid sinking. Just before we struck, 
Ray slapped me on the back and said, ‘Cheer up, Harp, we will get the Kaiser yet’ ” – the last words 
Harpham heard him speak. At first thinking their lifeboat was nearing a wooded island, they 

http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=24438756&PIpi=9257861
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realized that they were nearing cliffs, and they could not row fast enough to avoid being sucked 
onto them. Their lifeboat was “dashed to pieces” on the rocks of Islay, Harpham reported in a letter 
home.  

 Harpham and eight others on his boat survived out of the 60 
aboard. In a letter to a friend in America, Harpham wrote: “We 
laid together by a large rock, in the wind, and had to listen to the 
moans and groans of our dying comrades till daylight. About 
twenty corpses had washed ashore beside us when daylight 
came and we were rescued by a Highlander.” Harpham was 
“badly bruised and nearly frozen” and had hit his head, and 
remained hospitalized for weeks.  In a letter to his brother, 
Harpham wrote he “had not the slightest idea of getting out of the 
mess alive.” In 1955, Harpham and his wife Josephine Evans 
Harpham of Portland, Oregon, traveled to Islay, particularly to 
see the American Monument.  
(left) Roy Muncaster, from findagrave.com 
While Muncaster’s friend Harpham survived, Private Muncaster’s 
dead body, minus a life preserver, floated in the pounding Islay 
surf. His parents William J. and Elizabeth Muncaster, both born in 
England, requested that Roy’s body lay in Scotland undisturbed. 
The Islay folks assured them his grave would be treated as one of 

their own. Roy’s grave in Kilnaughton Military Cemetery, Grave No. 95, is maintained by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission in a unique arrangement, his being the only American 
body which remains on Islay. In 1938, it was reported that his grave was decorated on Memorial 
Day, May 30, under the auspices of the Overseas Memorial Day Association in London. A flag and 
laurel wreath were sent to P.M. Campbell in Port Ellen to place on the grave that year. His father, 
Duncan Campbell, was one of those decorated for his work in assisting casualties on Islay. 
 
In July 1918, the United States Geographic Board approved the name of Muncaster Mountain for a 
previously unnamed peak in the Olympic Mountains of Washington, in the district in which 
Muncaster had been assigned as a ranger.  The peak at 5,910 feet is currently (2017) ranked as the 
911th highest peak in the state of Washington. It is located north of the Quinault River and south of 
the Rustler River. Muncaster Mountain was first successfully climbed in 1941. It is at 47.6379 
degrees north, 123.5121 degrees west in Jefferson County, Washington. Muncaster Mountain lies 
east of Mount Lawson, south of Mount Christie and northwest of Mount Olson. 
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Muncaster Mountain - photo by Don Abott, from 

http://www.climbersguideolympics.com/peaks/quinault-group/muncaster-mountain 
Latitude: N47.63795, Longitude: W 123.51203 

 
 
 
 
 

left: Muncaster Basin – Washington Trails Association 
(http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-
2007080516) 
 

 
below: Muncaster Mountain from Mount Christie 

https://www.google.com/search?q=muncaster+mountain+washington&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=
univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjTiN-

U07bXAhXL1CYKHT_UB7QQsAQIQQ&biw=1080&bih=732#imgrc=RPSuMAASOcnSHM: 

 

http://www.climbersguideolympics.com/peaks/quinault-group/muncaster-mountain
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-2007080516
http://www.wta.org/go-hiking/trip-reports/tripreport-2007080516
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/139470:8665?tid=&pid=&queryId=5b072376da7f34e5ccdbcdcdf58196c9&_

phsrc=hFB38520&_phstart=successSource  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7T4K-433Z 

 
Life: 
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Football player at U of WA – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 1 Oct 1915 p 20  
 

Wartime: 
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5  
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Thursday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Ashland (OR) Tidings” Thursday 25 Apr 1918 p 1 
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[article continues] 
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[article continues] 

“Oroville (WA) Weekly Gazette” Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 1 
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“Tacoma (WA) Times” Saturday 27 Apr 1918 p 3 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 28 Apr 1918 p 4 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 12 Jul 1918 p 3  
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 21 Jul 1918 p 37  

 



25 
 

 

 
[article continues]  
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“Seattle (WA) Star” Friday 30 May 1919 p 3 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 10 Mar 1921 p 11  

 

 
“The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Thursday 17 Jan 1924 p 1  
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The renaming of University Glacier on Mount Olympus to Jeffers Glacier – Roy Muncaster 

was the 1st to climb the glacier I 1916 - “The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Thursday 17 Jan 1924 
p 1 
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Siblings: 

 

 
Death notice of brother James Ewing Muncaster – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 27 Nov 

1923 p 6 
 

 
Sister Ethel Mae Muncaster Brown - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-
30e7603a167a  

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GQMT-LLT 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1980644/person/182032687336/media/4aacae19-63e4-4e61-8186-30e7603a167a
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https://ww100islay.com/private-roy-muncaster/ 

 

https://ww100islay.com/private-roy-muncaster/
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https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15905749.remembering-tragedy-sea-brought-horrors-
war-islay-shores/ 
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At the grave of Roy Muncaster – (left:) Lord George Robertson (native of Islay, Scotland, former 

Defence Minister of the UK, former secretary/general of NATO) and (right:) U.S. ambassador to the 
UK Robert (Woody) Johnson, May 2018 - 

https://twitter.com/USAmbUK/status/992344620712460288/photo/1 

https://twitter.com/USAmbUK/status/992344620712460288/photo/1
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https://www.irvinetimes.com/news/national-news/15921173.islanders-mark-100-years-since-

war-ship-sank-leaving-200-dead/ 
 

Name:  Roy Muncaster 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Roy died without one 
Entered service from:  Denver CO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Roy Muncaster 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. W.J. Muncaster, 1460 Corona Ave., Denver CO 
Buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland, at 
The only one of the Tuscania soldier burials on Islay not to be exhumed. Originally buried at 
Kinnabus, in grave #19. 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Roy Muncaster - b. 14 Mar 1892 Rico CO; res: 4503 – 
17th NE, Seattle WA. Single. District forest ranger, US Government, Quinault WA. Military 
experience: UW Cadets, 6 months, Washington. “I claim exemption as an executive officer in the 
government.” Tall with medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed. 
Born 14 Mar 1892 
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Died 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Newark NJ 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. D, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Mar 1892 [Mar 1890 in 1900 census – there is a conflict with birthdate of sister Ethel, b. 
Apr 1892] Rico, Dolores CO  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record:  24438756 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Mull of Oa, Isle of Islay, Argyll & Bute, Scotland 
Cemetery:  Kilnaughton Military Cemetery 
Tombstone:  tombstone: D. Coy / 6th Batt. 20th Engineers / U.S. Army 
 
Father:  William James Muncaster, 18 Oct 1853 [tombstone: 1854] England {Helsingham, 
Cumberland, England – 1 Dec 1905 Victor, Teller CO. Ancestry.com family tree at 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1980644/person/182032687335/facts 
attributes parentage to Ferdinando Muncaster Jr. (1831-1894) & Mary Ann Smallwood 
(1833-1900) but found them listed as his aunt & uncle. Family tree believes Ferdinando’s 
sister Catherine may be William’s biological mother; she was a servant employed by 
William Davidson in 1851. On William’s baptismal record on 4 Feb 1855 in Hensingham, 
Cumberland, England, William’s mother is listed as Catherine Muncaster. William & 
Ferdinando were both iron miners in England, and William was a miner in the US after he 
immigrated. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. 
Find A Grave:  203283023 
 
Mother: Elizabeth Ewing Muncaster, 11 Mar 1853 Cumbria, England – 5 Oct 1923 
[interment date] Denver, Denver CO. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. 
Find A Grave:  126573101 
Parents’ marriage:  Apr 1875 Hensingham, Cumberland, England 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother Elizabeth reports giving birth to 10 children, 7 of 
whom are living. Listed are John, Elizabeth, James, Edith, William, Roy & Ethel. – In the 
1910 census, Elizabeth reports giving birth to 9 children, 7 of whom are living.  

• John Muncaster, 14 Mar 1876 Cumbria, England – 1952 Denver, Denver CO. SSN 524-09-
2242. Married on 27 Nov 1901 in Rico, Dolores CO to Helen A. Thompson (1879-1962, F: 
55093640). Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 55093642 

• Elizabeth Muncaster, Mar 1880 Cumbria, England – 14 Dec 1943 Denver, Denver CO. Buried 
in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 126573100 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1980644/person/182032687335/facts
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• James Ewing Muncaster, 27 May 1882 Rico, Dolores CO – 25 Nov 1923 Oakland, Alameda 
CA. Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 55093344 

• Edith Agnes Muncaster, 30 Sep 1885 Rico, Dolores CO – Jul 1960 Denver, Denver CO. 
Buried in Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 203282874 

• William Pearce Muncaster, 30 Sep 1887 Rico, Dolores CO – 11 Feb 1962 Denver, Denver 
CO. Death date found in Veterans Administration Military Index. Buried in Fairmount 
Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 203282027 

• Ethel (Ethyl) Mae Muncaster Brown, 3 Apr 1892 Rico, Dolores CO – 3 May 1948 McCook, 
Red Willow NE. Married in 1920 in Denver CO to Merritt Thomas Brown (1885-1968, F: 
203299048). Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, McCook, Red Willow NE. F: 203299169 

 
Notes:  
 
Colorado newspapers are not available on Newspapers.com for the time period needed.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Rico, Dolores CO – this census enumerator provided date/month/year of birth 
J. William Muncaster, 46 England, 18 Oct 1853, parents b. England, married 25 years, 
emigrated 1879, in US for 20 years, naturalized, ore mining 
Elizabeth, 46 England, 11 Mar 1853 England, parents b. England, gave birth to 10 children, 
7 are living 
John, 24 England, 14 Mar 1876, ore miner 
Elizabeth, 20 England, 12 Mar (?) 1880, clerk, DY (?) store 
E. James, 18 CO, 27 May 1882 
Edith, 14 CO, 30 Sep 1888 
W. Pearce, 11 (14?) CO, Mar 1890 
Roy, 10 CO, Mar 1890 
Ethel, 8 CO, 2 [month?] 1892. 
 
1910 Denver, Denver CO 
Elizabeth Muncaster, 55 England, widow, parents b. England, emigrated 1881, gave birth to 
9 children, 7 are living, housekeeper, rooming house 
Elizabeth, 26 England, emigrated 1884, single, stenographer, office 
Edith A., 24 CO, teacher, public school 
William P., 22 CO, bookkeeper, private club 
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Roy, 20 CO 
Ethel M., 18 CO 
 


