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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

 

Motsenbocker, John Floyd 
1890 TX – 1969 OK 
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John Floyd Motsenbocker – all from Find A Grave 64497319 – not captioned but presumably with 
wife Hazel Lolita Fowler Motsenbocker 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2892231:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WSNH-LMN2 

 
Wife: 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2892231:2375
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Hazel Fowler - University of Oklahoma (Norman) yearbook 1925 

\https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/244103654:1265 
 

 
Hazel Lolita Fowler Motsenbocker – Find A Grave 64497290 



6 
 

 

  
OK marriage record – 1`2 Dec 1931 – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63346173:61379 
 
 

Parents: 
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Left: father John Charles Motsenbocker, Find A Grave 64497305 – Right: mother Carrie Ann Wright 

Motsenbocker, Find A Grave 64497271 
 

    
Obituary of mother Carrie Ann Wright Motsenbocker – “Wise County Messenger” (Decatur TX) 

Thursday 3 May 1951 p 6 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/44000038/?article=cb191df8-
7a7d-4842-bb5b-03ca521f7c17&focus=0.44393423,0.04924767,0.575565,0.4135724&xid=3355 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Lucy Ennis Motsenbocker Hobbs (1894-1973) – Find A Grave 64119071 

 

 
Sister Goldie V. Motsenbocker Hood Keathley – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 14 

Oct 1985 p 106 
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Life: 

 

 
“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 20 Apr 1916 p 8 

 

 
Sister Goldie, parents John Charles & Carrie Wright Motsenbocker & John Floyd himself – “Caddo 

County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 27 Jul 1916 p 7 
 

 
“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 24 Aug 1916 p 6 

 

 
“Anadarko (OK) Tribune” Thursday 11 Oct 1917 p 2 
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“Anadarko (OK) American-Democrat” Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Wednesday 28 Aug 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Anadarko (OK) Tribune” Thursday 16 Jan 1919 p 6 
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“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 6 Feb 1919 p 8 
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John returns from war to several celebrations – “Anadarko (OK) Tribune” Thursday 20 Feb 1919 p 6 
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“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 27 Feb 1919 p 8 
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“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 27 Feb 1919 p 8 

 

 
 

 
Both from “Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Tribune” Thursday 13 Mar 1919 p 7 
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“Caddo County Tribune” (Anadarko OK) Thursday 19 Jun 1919 p 5 

 

 
“Anadarko (OK) American-Democrat” Wednesday 3 Aug 1921 p 5 

 

 
“Anadarko (OK) American-Democrat” Wednesday 31 Aug 1921 p 1 
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“Norman (OK) Transcript” Tuesday 26 Jun 1951 p 3 

            
Name:  John Floyd Motsenbocker 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2 - private 
Serial number:  251,459 
Entered service from:  Washita, Caddo OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John F. MOTSENBACKER 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father James C. MOTSENBACKER, Waskita OK  
Returned from war on: "Madawaska" Dec 1918/Jan 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John F. Motsenbocker (Fold3 indexed as John F. Backer but 
Motsenbacker on original form) 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father James Motsenbacker, Washita OK (Pvt., L 9) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Floyd Motsenbocker - b. 4 Feb 1890 Boyd TX; 
res: Washita, Caddo OK. Single. Farming for self, ½ mile from Washita OK. Tall with medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Anadarko OK 
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Floyd Motsenbocker - b. 4 Feb 1890 Boyd TX; 
res: 211 W. Main, Anadarko OK. NOK Goldie Hood, 308 W. Main, Anadarko OK. Self-employed at 
211 W. Main, Anadarko OK. Height: 5’10” – 141 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 3 Oct 1917   
Discharged:  10 Feb 1919 
Address:  Washita OK 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. L, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 Feb 1890 Boyd, Wise TX  
Died: 13 Dec 1969 OK    
Find A Grave record: 64497319 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Anadarko, Caddo OK 
Cemetery:  Memory Lane 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Pvt Co M 36 infantry WWI PH [Purple Heart]  
 
Father:  John Charles Motsenbocker, 13 Mar 1866 KS – 2 Feb 1934 Washita Co. OK. Buried in 
Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. 
Find A Grave:  64497305 
 
Mother:  Carrie Ann Wright Motsenbocker, 27 Nov 1870 AL – 20 Apr 1951 Anadarko, Caddo 
OK. Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. 
Find A Grave:  64497271 
Parents’ marriage:  1 Jan 1888 Wise Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Hazel Lolita Fowler Motsenbocker, 18 Jul 1903 Clinton, Washita OK – 13 Dec 1987 
Anadarko, Caddo OK. SSN 448-03-3736. Daughter of Edward Leander Fowler & Abergale (“Abbie”) 
Elvira Coy. Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  64497290 
Marriage: 12 Dec 1931 Comanche Co. OK. Hazel was age 28, John was age 41.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Joe B. Motsenbocker, 10 Dec 1891 Bridgeport, Wise TX – 7 Aug 1892 Wise Co. TX. Buried in 
Anneville Cemetery, Boyd, Wise TX. F: 28044949 

• Lucy Ennis Motsenbocker Hobbs, 9 Apr 1894 Bridgeport, Wise TX – 15 Apr 1973 Anadarko, 
Caddo OK. Wife of Marion Sumpter Hobbs (1890-1926, F: 64114081), who died of paralysis 
due to flu. Marion was the son of Thomas J. Hobbs & Allie Johnson. Lucy & Marion married 
10 Sep 1910 in Wise Co. TX. Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. F: 
64119071 
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• Garner B. Motsenbocker, 28 Aug 1901 – 16 Feb 1903. His tombstone looks as if the name is 
spelled GAMER, and this is found in some Ancestry.com family trees. Buried in Anneville 
Cemetery, Boyd, Wise TX. F: 28044947 

• Goldie V. Motsenbocker Hood Keathley, 20 Jul 1906 Wise Co. TX – 18 Oct 1985 Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Co. OK. SSN 448-05-4957. She was John’s WWII next-of-kin, listed as 
Goldie Hood, 308 W. Main, Anadarko OK. Wife of Rex Hood (1898-1964). They had a 
daughter Lillie Lorene Hood (1929-2009) who married Dean Raymond. Goldie Hood was 
divorced & living with her mother in the 1940 census in Anadarko, Caddo OK. Wife of 
Thomas General Archie Keathley (1903-1980, F: 63922172), son of Thomas Jefferson 
Keathley & Julia Francis Bass, who had married Bessie Camp on 23 Dec 1923 in Hughes Co. 
OK. Buried in Memory Lane Cemetery, Anadarko, Caddo OK. F: 63922202 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 443-16-8435 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 7, Wise Co. TX 
John C. Motsenbocker, 35 KS, Mar 1865, father b. Germany, mother b. IN, married 12 
years, grocer 
Carrie, 29 AL, Nov 1870, father b. AL, mother b. Gernany, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are 
living, saleslady 
John, 10 TX, Feb 1880, father b. KS, mother b. AL, at school 
Lucy, 6 TX, Apr 1894, father b. KS, mother b. AL, at school 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 7, Wise Co. TX 
John Motsenbocker, 44 KS, father b. KY, mother b. IN, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, 
buildings 
Carrie, 39 AL, parents b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
Johnnie, 20 TX, clerk, glovery jewelry 
Lucy, 16 TX 
Goldie, 13 TX 
 
1920 West McKinley, Caddo OK 
John C. Motsenbocker, 54 KS, father b. KY, mother b. IN, farmer 
Carie, 49 AL, father b. AL, mother b. GA 
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John F., 29 TX, laborer 
Goldie V., 13 TX 
 
1930 Anadarko, Caddo OK 
J.C. Motsenbocker, 63 KS, father b. KY, mother b. IN, age 20 at 1st marriage, common labor 
Carie, 59 AL, parents b. AL, age 16 at 1st marriage 
John F., 40 TX, single, care taker creamery (?), WWI veteran 
 
1940 Anadarko, Caddo OK – 211 Main St. – same place in 1935 
John Motsenbocker, 50 TX, income from rooms 
Hazel Motsenbocker, 36 OK [wife] 
J.C. Hood, 6 OK [nephew – he is the son of John’s sister Goldie Motsenbocker Hood] 
 
1940 Anadarko, Caddo OK – 308 W. Main – mother & sister 
Carrie R. Motsenbocker, 69 AL, widow 
Goldie Hood, 33 TX, divorced, file clerk, W.P.A. [daughter] 
Lily Hood, 10 OK [granddaughter] 
John C. Hood, 6 OK [grandson] 
Pauline C. Wyatt, 22 OK, stenographer, Triple A [lodger] 
 


