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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
Mosburg, Ralph Wesley 

1891 OR – 1941 OR 
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Ralph Wesley Mosburg 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LTMF-YCM 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WMXG-FNMM 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LTMF-YCM
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Obituary of Ralph Wesley Mosburg – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 8 May 1941 p 17 
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OR death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/25251:61675?tid=106365323&pid=390053195640&queryId=d7e21c7ee4518
f7a627d81ad45e23e75&_phsrc=hFB38329&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25251:61675?tid=106365323&pid=390053195640&queryId=d7e21c7ee4518f7a627d81ad45e23e75&_phsrc=hFB38329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25251:61675?tid=106365323&pid=390053195640&queryId=d7e21c7ee4518f7a627d81ad45e23e75&_phsrc=hFB38329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25251:61675?tid=106365323&pid=390053195640&queryId=d7e21c7ee4518f7a627d81ad45e23e75&_phsrc=hFB38329&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPTX-3JX7 
 

Wife: 
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marriage record - Ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/120471279:61677?tid=106365323&pid=390053195640&queryId=d7e21c7ee

4518f7a627d81ad45e23e75&_phsrc=hFB38330&_phstart=successSource  

 
Mother: 

 
Obituary of his mother Francis Renne Mosburg (1873-1896) – “Eugene (OR) Guard” 

Wednesday 28 Oct 1896 p 4 
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Marriage of parents George Mosburg & Fannie Renne on 15 Apr 1889 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281189-
00329?treeid=106365323&personid=390053195640&hintid=&queryId=8e6919cd7c56594
4a239cb2dc53c0e5f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB38334&_phstart=successSource&usePU

BJs=true&pId=5217483 
 

Maternal Renne relatives: 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281189-00329?treeid=106365323&personid=390053195640&hintid=&queryId=8e6919cd7c565944a239cb2dc53c0e5f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB38334&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5217483
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281189-00329?treeid=106365323&personid=390053195640&hintid=&queryId=8e6919cd7c565944a239cb2dc53c0e5f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB38334&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5217483
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281189-00329?treeid=106365323&personid=390053195640&hintid=&queryId=8e6919cd7c565944a239cb2dc53c0e5f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB38334&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5217483
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281189-00329?treeid=106365323&personid=390053195640&hintid=&queryId=8e6919cd7c565944a239cb2dc53c0e5f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB38334&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=5217483
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Obituary of his mother’s brother Horace W. Renne – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 18 Sep 

1939 p 3 
 

 
Estate of maternal grandmother Roxana Mecham Renne – “Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 31 

Jul 1914 p 5 
 

 
Maternal grandfather Ferdinand Renne died 16 Jul 1917 – “Appeal to Reason” (Girard KS) 

Saturday 11 Aug 1917 p 3 
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The shooting & killing of his uncle Jerome Renne while Ralph & Jerome were deer hunting – 

“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 27 Jul 1908 p 1 
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From Jerome Cortez Renne’s Find A Grave 235045372 – born 1864, died 1908 

 
Life: 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 15 Oct 1925 p 5 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 14 Oct 1937 p 9 

 
 
 

          
 
Name:  Ralph Wesley Mosburg 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,824 
Entered service from:  Springfield, Lane OR 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph W. Mosburg 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: uncle Horace Renne, Springfield OR 
Returned from war on: "Matsonia" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ralph W. Mosburg 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: uncle Horace W. Renne, Springfield OR (pvt, Camp Lewis 
Detachment, 160th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ralph Mosburg - b. 1 Mar 1891 Creswell OR; res: 
Walker, Lane OR. Single. Milling (saw) – own 1/3 interest 3 ½ miles west of Walker OR. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “religious and constitutional rights” – Medium height & 
build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  10 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Apr 1919 
Address:  Walker OR 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. F, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   1 Mar 1891 Creswell, Lane OR  
Died: 7 May 1941 Eugene, Lane OR   
Find A Grave record: 97083346 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Creswell, Lane OR 
Cemetery:  Creswell Pioneer 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: PFC US Army WWI 
 
Father:  George Mosburg. Born in NE (according to 1900 census) 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Frances (Fanny) Renne Mosburg, 1 Oct 1873 Hickory Co. MO [often found as IL] – 
25 Oct 1896 Portland, Multnomah OR [Good Samaritan Hospital]. Daughter of Ferdinand 
Renne & Rosana Mecham.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  15 Apr 1889 Clarke Co. WA – George Mosburg & Fannie Renne 
 
Spouse: Mabel Velma Neal Mosburg Sims, ca. 1908 Sumner WA - d. 28 Jun 1952 Morton, 
Lewis WA.. Daughter of Frank Calvin Neal (1883-1950, F: 53138681); her father’s obituary 
appeared in the “Eugene (OR) Guard” of Friday 23 Jun 1950 p 13. Her mother was Lecruda 
Delow. When her father died in Jun 1950, Mabel’s surname was Sims & she lived in Morton 
WA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  29 Mar 1926 in Lane Co. OR to Mabel Velma Neal.  He was age 35 years, zero 
months, 29 days, b. Creswell OR, resident of Veneta OR. Mabel was age 18 years, 1 month, 
23 days, a resident of Walker OR, born Sumner WA. He was an engineer, she was at home. 
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First marriage for both. He didn’t know his father’s birthplace; his mother was b. IL. Her 
father was born in OR; mother’s unknown. 
Divorced 17 Jul 1928 in Lane Co. OR. He was a resident of Lane Co. OR. The plaintiff was 
Ralph, who brought the case with charges of “cruel and inhuman treatment.” There were 
no children.  
 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Tuesday 24 May 1927 p 4 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Tuesday 22 May 1928 p 3 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Wednesday 18 Jul 1928 p 10 

 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Is this his father?: 
Portland OR city directory 1890 
George Mosburg, bartender for Mosburg’s Theatre Comique, rooms at 824 – 4th 
John C. Mosburg is listed as the proprietor of Mosburg’s Theatre Comique 
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Portland OR city directory 1891 
George Mosburg, bartender for J.C. Mosburg, rooms at 43 N. 2nd  
 
1912 Eugene OR city directory 
R.W. Mosburg, logger, B-K Lumber Co. 
 
When Ralph’s maternal grandfather Ferdinand Renne died 11 (?) Jul 1917 in Lane Co. OR, 
his heirs were listed as sons Sherman I. Renne (51, of Creswell OR) – Horace W. Renne 
(47? 49? Of Springfield OR) – Wyman Renne (46, of Walker OR) and grandchildren Ralph 
Mosburg (26, of Walker OR) & Berenice Renne (9, of Creswell OR). He left an estate worth 
$471 & died intestate (without a will).  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Lane Co. OR men on Tuscania: 
Ralph W. Mosburg, Springfield OR 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 

"Eugene (OR) Guard" 8 May 1941 p 17 - funeral 10 May Creswell, burial Creswell OR, age 
50, of Veneta OR, d. in Eugene, b. Creswell 1 Mar 1891, WWI vet, VFW, survived by 2 

uncles, 2 aunts  
 

OR death record: resident of Veneta, Lane OR. Died 7 May 1941 of perforated peptic ulcer 
with generalized peritonitis, also delirium tremens. Had lived 6 years in Eugene OR. Died in 
the Eugene Hospital. WWI veteran. SSN 540-18-8664. Born 1 Mar 1891 Creswell OR. 
Sawyer in saw mill. Informant: L.W. Renne, Disston OR. 
 
Social Security number: 540-18-8664. 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Norman, Grundy IL 
Franklin Renne, 40 NY, parents b. NY, carpenter 
Rosana, 38 IL, father b. NY, mother b. IL, keeping house 
Jerome, 16 IL 
Solomon, 14 IL 
Horace, 12 IL 
Ellen J., 10 IL 
Y. Almon, 8 IL 
Fannie, 6 IL 
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1900 Saginaw, Lane OR 
Ferdinand Renne, 63 NY, Mar 1837, parents b. NY, married 36 years, farmer 
Rosana, 58 IL, Sep 1841, father b. VT, mother b. KY, gave birth to 7 children, 4 are living 
Jerome B., 35 IL, Jan 1864, father b. NY, mother b. IL, farmer 
Sherman J., 33 IL, Sep 1866, father b. NY, mother b. IL, farmer 
Wyman A., 28 MO, Aug 1871, father b. NY, mother b. IL, farmer 
& grandson Ralph Mosburg, 9 OR, Mar 1891, father b. NE, mother b. MO 
 
1930 Veneta, Lane OR – 149 Eugene Elmira Rd. 
Ralph W. Mosburg, 29 OR, single, father b. US, mother b. IL, sawyer, saw mill, WWI veteran 
[head of household] 
 


