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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Morin, William Peter 

1890 OR – 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MS-47K6-
G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YT1-Q4ZM 

     

  
OR death certificate of William Peter Morin – Find A Grave 100113725 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Monday, 11 Oct 1920 p 3 
 

 



4 
 

 

“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 20 Oct 1920 p 17  
 

 
 

WWI casualties in “History of Oregon” by Charles William Carey – page 921 –  
 
https://books.google.com/books?id=nfoXAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA921&lpg=PA921&dq=%22897+
gantenbein%22&source=bl&ots=ct_iavtnDi&sig=ACfU3U1YpXRb5Ienr3GlCmnjzHIjfVdsLQ
&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjj68v676X2AhXmJTQIHaV_B_MQ6AF6BAgDEAM#v=onepage&
q=%22897%20gantenbein%22&f=false 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 13 Oct 1918 p 37 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LL7W-8CP 

 

 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LL7W-8CP
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The header incorrectly interpreted the middle initial P. as an F. - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-

S?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-ZGD4 
 

Wife: 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 3 
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OR death record of wife Evelyn Leatea Mael Morin (Todd) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/39470:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=65e29e96b8bc75523fffd753253797e7&_phsrc=hF

B38158&_phstart=successSource  
 

 
Mrs. Leatea Morin (widow of William P.), dressmaker, resident of 327 E. 12th & William’s father, 

Peter Morin, carpenter, S&BS Corp. resident of Tigard OR & sister Rose E. Morin, clerk, R.G. Dun & 
Co., resides with Peter Morin - 1918 Portland OR city directory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1493502344:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=9415ab904368423d58d0717ec1e5b1cd&_ph

src=hFB38171&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39470:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=65e29e96b8bc75523fffd753253797e7&_phsrc=hFB38158&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39470:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=65e29e96b8bc75523fffd753253797e7&_phsrc=hFB38158&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39470:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=65e29e96b8bc75523fffd753253797e7&_phsrc=hFB38158&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1493502344:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=9415ab904368423d58d0717ec1e5b1cd&_phsrc=hFB38171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1493502344:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=9415ab904368423d58d0717ec1e5b1cd&_phsrc=hFB38171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1493502344:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=9415ab904368423d58d0717ec1e5b1cd&_phsrc=hFB38171&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/856964:1852?tid=&pid=&queryId=9415ab904368423d58d0717ec1e5b1cd&_phsrc=
hFB38173&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 

“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 24 Apr 1910 p 10 
 
 

 

 

 
This is filmed with what should be the 2nd page (names of parents, officiant, witnesses) 

preceding the page with the names of the bride & groom – married 10 Nov 1915 Kalama, 
Cowlitz WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381899-
00194?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=7520844 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381899-00194?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=7520844
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381899-00194?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=7520844
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OR delayed certificate of birth for sister Clara Mary Morin Kauffman filed 13 Nov 1944 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/20067:61676?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=c4522b8a4707e
81c507176115a72de93&_phsrc=hFB38094&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20067:61676?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=c4522b8a4707e81c507176115a72de93&_phsrc=hFB38094&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20067:61676?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=c4522b8a4707e81c507176115a72de93&_phsrc=hFB38094&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20067:61676?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=c4522b8a4707e81c507176115a72de93&_phsrc=hFB38094&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of sister Clara Mary Morin to Len H. Curtis on 1 Jun 1910 in Washington Co. OR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021603:61677  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021603:61677
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OR death record of Clara Mary Morin’s 1st husband, Len Harvey Curtis (1881-1929) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/410243:61675 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/410243:61675
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OR death record of sister Clara Mary Morin Curtis Kauffman’s 2nd husband, Clarence J. 
Kauffman (1880 TX – 1950 OR) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/45584378:61675?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=0ec1f062fe1
ec6fe4c2662c2fa732d1c&_phsrc=hFB38110&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45584378:61675?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=0ec1f062fe1ec6fe4c2662c2fa732d1c&_phsrc=hFB38110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45584378:61675?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=0ec1f062fe1ec6fe4c2662c2fa732d1c&_phsrc=hFB38110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45584378:61675?tid=108270119&pid=190065851451&queryId=0ec1f062fe1ec6fe4c2662c2fa732d1c&_phsrc=hFB38110&_phstart=successSource
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OR death record of sister Rose E. Morin Portouw (1892-1963) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/682977:61675?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c6
3d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38114&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/682977:61675?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38114&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/682977:61675?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38114&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/682977:61675?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38114&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of sister Rose E. Morin to Wilbur B. Portouw on 10 Apr 1920 in Portland, 
Multnomah OR - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/121800223:61677?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a
2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38123&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121800223:61677?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121800223:61677?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38123&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/121800223:61677?tid=177554104&pid=282306182995&queryId=f011e168a2c63d9894f023c12c5c2efc&_phsrc=hFB38123&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Blanche Morin & husband Armour Forest Ariss – 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306178290/media/bc7bb80e-8bc2-45e4-9967-

15e0f32223dd 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306178290/media/bc7bb80e-8bc2-45e4-9967-15e0f32223dd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306178290/media/bc7bb80e-8bc2-45e4-9967-15e0f32223dd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306178290/media/bc7bb80e-8bc2-45e4-9967-15e0f32223dd
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Sister Florence Morin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/a69a6717-b83b-4dd9-896d-
da0481715933 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/a69a6717-b83b-4dd9-896d-da0481715933
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/a69a6717-b83b-4dd9-896d-da0481715933
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/a69a6717-b83b-4dd9-896d-da0481715933
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Marriage of Florence Morin to Ernest A. Lang on 2 Oct 1926 in Portland, Multnomah OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/61677_172028004420_0588-09132  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/61677_172028004420_0588-09132
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/177554104/person/282306183147/media/61677_172028004420_0588-09132
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Birth of Florence Joseph Morin on 9 Jan 1904 – name corrected from Sarah - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/355292:61676 
Name:  William Peter Morin 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so William did not have one 
Entered service from:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William P. Morin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Leata Morin, 897 Gantenbein Ave., Portland OR 
First buried on the isle of Islay Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 24, as 
William P. Morin  
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Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: William P. Morin 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917):  b. 18 Jan 1890 Cascade OR; res: Portland OR 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born: 18 Jan 1890 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Portland OR 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Jan 1890 Cascade Locks, Hood River OR  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 100113725 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery: River View   
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Pierre Morin, 1858 Canada – 25 Oct 1943 Portland, Multnomah OR. Buried in River 
View Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. 
Find A Grave:  144673967 
 
Mother: Sarah Gebhard Morin, Oct 1871 PA – 24 Nov 1929 Portland, Multnomah OR. Buried 
in River View Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. 
Find A Grave:  144674089 
Parents’ marriage: 3 Oct 1887 Multnomah Co. OR   
 
Spouse:  Evelyn Leata Smith (or Armstrong?) Morin, 19 Mar 1890 OR – 17 Jan 1943 
Portland, Multnomah OR. On her OR death record the surname (Todd) follows Morin, but 
William P. Morin is listed as her spouse. Her father is named as George Armstrong & her 
mother as Katherine Smith (born Boone Co. OR). Since she used the Smith surname, 
perhaps she was born to Katherine before a marriage to George Armstrong. 
A newspaper article in 1918 notes her half-sister is Vera Williams, who married Frank 
Williams a week before he went to war. Frank Williams, serial number 56872, in the 
headquarters of the 4th Engineers, returns from WWI aboard the “Von Steuben” on 21 Jul 
1919. His NOK is his wife, Vera Williams, of 897 Gatenbine [sic] St., Portland OR. 
Evelyn/Leata lives at 897 Gantenbein St.  
Died at age 52 years, 9 months, 28 days of acute cardiac dilatation & uterine cancer, at 232 
NE 78th, Portland, Multnomah OR. She was a resident of 2163 NE 7th. On her death record is 
mentioned Vera E. Langen, Portland OR; perhaps this is her half-sister Vera Williams, now 
remarried.  The 1956 Portland OR city directory shows Carl C. & Vera Langen residing 
together.  
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Cremated.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  10 Nov 1915 Kalama, Cowlitz WA. She was a nurse, age 24; he was a mechanic, 
age 25. He was a resident of Tigard OR & she of Portland OR. Her parents are listed as 
George & Kathryn Smith.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 census his mother reports giving birth to 5 children, 4 of whom are 
living. Named are Clara, Willie, Rosa & Blanch.  

• Clara Mary Morin Curtis Kauffman, 2 Jul 1888 Cascade Locks, Hood River OR – 23 May 1974 
Multnomah Co. OR. SSN 542-38-4915. – Married 1 Jun 1910 in Washington Co. OR to Len H. 
Curtis; it was his 2nd marriage. Len was born 19 Dec 1771 The Dalles OR & died 3 May 1929. 
– She was married to Clarence J. Kauffman (13 Apr 1880 TX – 5 Mar 1950 OR). – She died 
with the surname Kauffman.  

• Rose E. Morin Portouw, 11 Feb 1892 Cascade Locks, Hood River OR – 8 Mar 1963 Portland, 
Multnomah OR. Married 10 Apr 1920 to Wilbur B. Partouw (1894-1969, F: 90925140). Buried 
in Riverview Abbey Mausoleum & Crematory, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 90925230 

• Blanche M. Morin Ariss Barta, 22 May 1897 OR – 3 Feb 1966 South Bend, Pacific WA. 
Married 20 Nov 1915 in Clark, Washington Co. OR to Armour Forest Ariss (1896-1954, F: 
76558953). - Married in 1966 to Vencel J. Barta (1892-1968, F: 126444503). Buried in Fern 
Hill Cemetery, Aberdeen, Grays Harbor WA. F: 76558850 

• Ralph Ernest Morin, 9 Oct 1901 OR – 20 Oct 1975 Mount Vernon, Skagit WA. SSN 532-05-
3305. On his 1942 WWII draft card, he left the place of his birth blank. Buried in River View 
Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 144674041 

• Florence Josephine Morin Lang, 9 Jan 1904 Portland, Multnomah OR – 1989. Married on 2 
Oct 1926 in Portland, Multnomah OR to Ernest Arthur Lang (1901-1970, F: 52067602), a 
banker. –Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 52068230 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1917 Portland OR city directory 
MOREN, William P. (Evelyn), millman, resident of 897 Gantenbein Ave. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Eugene (OR) Morning Register” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – all except 3 Portland OR men 
are accounted for as Tuscania survivors & the War Department announced it will be not 
releasing any more names of survivors. Among the three: William P. Morin. 
 
"Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland OR) 13 Feb 1918 p 3 - unofficially told he was dead but his 
wife continues to hope. She is a resident of 897 Gantenbeing Ave., Portland. William 
enlisted in Vancouver WA 13 Dec 1917, thinking it a disgrace to wait for the draft. She 
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personally embroidered his name on all his socks. He wrote he had stamped his two ID 
tags wondering if 1 would be returned to her (i.e. he was dead) but he wanted to come 
home wearing both. He drilled with rifles before Secretary of War Baker & President Wilson. 
William is age 28, b. Cascade Locks OR, a civil engineer, educated in OR. He took out a 
$10,000 life insurance. His parents Mr. & Mrs. P. Morin live in Tigard OR with his 2 sisters & 
brother, while 2 married sisters live in Portland. His wife Evelyn (Smith) has written short 
stories & poems for magazines. Evelyn’s half-sister Mrs. Vera Williams was a bride of 1 
week before her husband Frank Williams left for service; Vera lives with Evelyn.  
 
"Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland) 7 Apr 1918 p 47 - letter from Shelby Davies written on 16 
Feb 1918 in England. Davies was making a list of the dead today which includes some of 
Shelby's special friends, like W.P. Morin of Portland 
 
1918 Portland OR city directory 
Morin, Leata, Mrs. (widow of William P.), dressmaker, resident of 327 E. 12th 
Morin, Peter, carpenter, S&BSB Corp., resident of Tigard 
 
Post-war: 
 
"Salem (OR) Statesman Journal" 21 Oct 1920 p 1 & "Oregon Daily Journal" (Portland) 20 Oct 
1920 p 11 - bodies of 6 war heroes will be arriving from France (actually Scotland) in 
Portland 22 Oct on the 3 p.m. train. All are privates from the 20th Engineers. Included is 
William F. Morin, 897 Gantenbein Ave., Portland OR. 
 
1921 Portland OR city directory 
Morin, Evelyn (widow of William P.), resident of 897 Gantenbeing 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Fort Stevens, Clatsop OR 
Peter Morin, 42 Canada (French), Mar 1858, parents b. Canada (French), married 12 years, 
carpenter 
Sarah, 28 PA, Oct 1871, parents b. Canada (French), gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Clara M., 11 OR, Jul 1888, at school 
Willie P., 10 OR, Jan 1890, at school 
Rosa E., 8 OR, Feb 1892, at school 
Blanch M., 3 OR, May 1897 
 
19201920 Portland, Multnomah OR  - line 75  
Letha Smith, 28 OR, single, father b. OH, mother b. IA, music teacher 
Resided along with numerous lodgers in a hotel operated by May F. Breslin on Washington 
Street. 
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