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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Montgomery, Theodore Alfred 
1887 MI – 1954 WI 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1256568:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-27JD-

P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSFY-B6T2 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1256568:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-27JD-P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSFY-B6T2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-27JD-P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSFY-B6T2
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“Escanaba (MI) Morning Press” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Escanaba (MI) Morning Press” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Detroit (MI) Free Press” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 8 

 
 Wife: 
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Marriage of Theodore Albert Montgomery to Fern E. Wilson on 17 Oct 1923 in Manistique MI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342236-
00474?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=51262  
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Marriage of Fern Wilson Montgomery to her 2nd husband, Alf Carl Johnson, on 6 Sep 1931 in 
Manistique, Schoolcraft MI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342122-
02275?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4943523  

 
Parents: 

 

 

 

 
MI marriage record of parents William F. Montgomery, age 34, b. Kokomo IN, printer & Mary M. 

McCanna, age 21, b. Penforth NY, on 2 Jul 1882 in Manistique, Schoolcraft MI - 
 https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342416-

00251?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44b966e599490cdebc6c1f40a2ebc700&useP
UB=true&_phsrc=hFB37362&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1054994   

 

 
“Owosso (MI) Times” Friday 20 Jun 1890 p 2 

 

 
“Ironwood (MI) Interstate News-Record” Saturday 21 Jun 1890 p 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342122-02275?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4943523
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342122-02275?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4943523
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342416-00251?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44b966e599490cdebc6c1f40a2ebc700&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37362&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1054994
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342416-00251?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44b966e599490cdebc6c1f40a2ebc700&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37362&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1054994
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342416-00251?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=44b966e599490cdebc6c1f40a2ebc700&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37362&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1054994
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“Gogebic Iron Spirit” (Bessemer MI) Saturday 29 Aug 1891 p 1 

 

 
“Ironwood (MI) Daily Advocate” Wednesday 23 Sep 1891 p 4 

 
“L’Anse (MI) Sentinel” Saturday 26 Sep 1891 p 4 

 

 
“Gogebic Iron Spirit” (Bessemer MI) Saturday 26 Sep 1891 p 1 
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“Detroit (MI) Free Press” Thursday 1 Oct 1891 p 4 
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Death of William F. Montgomery on Monday, 28 Sep 1891 - “L’Anse (MI) Sentinel” Saturday 3 Oct 

1891 p 1 
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Friday 29 May 1896 p 1 
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“Indianapolis (IN) Journal” Saturday 30 May 1896 p 2 
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“L’Anse (MI) Sentinel” Saturday 2 Feb 1901 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/613763136/?terms=%22william%20montgomery%2
2%20manistique&match=1    

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/613763136/?terms=%22william%20montgomery%22%20manistique&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/613763136/?terms=%22william%20montgomery%22%20manistique&match=1
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Name:  Theodore Alfred Montgomery 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Sanitary #2 – private 1st class 
Serial number:  18,212 
Entered service from:  Manistique, Schoolcraft MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Theo A. Montgomery 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Geo. K. Moody, 232 N. Cedar St., Manistiquee 
[sic/Manistique] MI  
Returned from war on: "Mercury" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Theodore A. Montgomery 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mary K. Montgomery, 232 N. Cedar St., 
Manistique MI (sgt, Sanitary Squad 36) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Theodore Alfred Montgomery - b. 5 Dec 1887 Manistique 
MI; res: St. Joseph Hospital, Milwaukee WI. Single. Male nurse at St. Joseph Hospital. 
Military experience: 2 months in W.N.G. [WI National Guard]. Short in height, medium 
build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Theodore Alfred Montgomery - b. 5 Dec 1887 
Manistique MI; res: Wood, Milwaukee WI. NOK William F. Montgomery, 421 Cass Ave., Iron 
Mountain MI. Not employed. “2 scars on left arm” – Height: 5’6 ½” – 132 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  10 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  19 Aug 1919 
Address:  514 Delta Ave., Manistique MI 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, Dev Co, Demob Group 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Dec 1887, Manistique, Schoolcraft MI  
Died: 21 Oct 1954 WI 
Find A Grave record: 114675440 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery:  Mount Olivet 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Sgt. 8 Sanitary Sq. MD WWI  
 
Father:  William F. Montgomery, 1848 Kokomo, Howard IN – 28 Sep 1891 Marquette Co. MI. In the 
1870 census, William, age 12, b. IN, lived in Kokomo, Howard IN with his father Seymore Y. 
Montgomery (49 France, editor of “The Journal”) & mother Elizabeth, 39 PA. – In the 1880 census for 
Kokomo, Howard IN, William Montgomery (23 IN), single, father b. NY, mother b. OH, a printer, 
resides as a nephew with John Sipe (41 OH, carpenter) & Elisabeth Sipe (38 IN) & their 2 daughters.  
Printer & founder of the “Republic Sun” of the Upper Peninsula MI.  
The ”Detroit Evening News” in 1891 (copied above from the “L’Anse (MI) Sentinel” Saturday 2 Feb 
1901 p 1 says that Major Wright S. Clarke, founder of the Manistique “Pioneer” newspaper was a 
rival of William Montgomery, publisher of the Manistique “Sun,” a rivalry that ended only when 
Clarke died. The story says Clarke was actually William’s father, revealed at a Sipe family reunion 
in Kokomo IN in Jan1901 [Will lived with the Sipe family in 1880].  S.T. Montgomery [note: with 
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whom Will lived in the 1870 census] was editor of the Kokomo “Tribune” in 1865 & then moved to 
Mishawaka IN (near South Bend IN) in 1870 to publish the Mishawaka “Enterprise.” He was 
presumed to have died in the fire which destroyed the Studebaker wagon works [1874]. Five years 
later, Will found his father Seymore/Clarke, living in La Grange OH, where he had remarried 
[bigamy] and was serving as the mayor. Will never told his mother, who died several years later not 
knowing her husband was alive.  
Wright E. Clarke (name on tombstone, 1832-1896) is buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Manistique, 
Schoolcraft MI, F: 25424767. – Will died of burns suffered while saving one of his children (either 
Theodore or William) from a fire. – The “Port Huron (MI) Times-Herald” of Thursday 8 Oct 1891 p 4 
blames the fire on a lamp oil explosion - Burial location unknown. Listed on Find A Grave as “Will F. 
Montgomery.”  
Find A Grave:  208985131 
 
Mother: Mary M. McCanna Montgomery Moody, reverted to Montgomery, Jan 1859 Painted Post, 
Steuben NY – 1923 Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. Daughter of Henry McCanna (1822 Scotland – 1884 
OH, F: 968997 & Anna (“Nancy”) O’Kane. Her father fought for the Union in the Civil War, 6 May 
1861 to 22 May 1863, then re-enlisted 4 Jan 1864 & discharged 17 Jul 1865. – After her husband Will 
Montgomery died in 1891, Mary married George K. Moody in 1900. – Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. 
Find A Grave:  26076358 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Jul 1882 Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. 
 
Stepfather: George K. Moody, 24 Jul 1859 Chemung Co. NY – 15 May 1913 Manistique, Schoolcraft 
MI. Son of George S. Moody & Maria E. Bennett. Married in 1900 to Mary McCanna Montgomery. 
Buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 26076357 
 
Spouse:  Fern E. Wilson Montgomery Johnson, 25 May 1905 MI – 4 Dec 1996. SSN 568-20-0771. 
Daughter of George E. Wilson & Delia Welsh. – Married on 6 Sep 1931 in Manistique, Schoolcraft MI 
to Alf Carl Johnson (age 27), the son of Frank Johnson & Mary Anderson. He was born 3 Oct 1903 MI 
& died 8 Feb 1997, F: 85434856 In the 1940 census, Alf C. Johnson (37 MI) & wife Fern (34 MI) lived 
with son Harvard A. Johnson (7 MI) in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. Alf was a butcher at a meat 
market; in 1935 they had lived in Manistique, Schoolcraft MI.  – Social Security records Fern 
Johnson’s last residence as Tempe, Maricopa AZ. She is buried with Alf in Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  137408284 
Marriage: 17 Oct 1923 Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. The license was obtained 16 Oct 1923. Both 
were residents of Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. 
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• William Frederick Montgomery, Jun 1891 MI – 1976. Married in 1924 to Amelia Maude Little 
Daniels (1895-1953, F: 58456383), the daughter of Charles Little & Mary Frieze, whose 1st 
husband was named Daniels. – Married to Mary Chappel (1899-1971, F: 134113642). – 
Buried in Iron Mountain Cemetery Park, Iron Mountain, Dickinson MI. F: 134113729 

 
Half-sibling: by his mother’s 2nd marriage to George K. Moody 
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• Infant Moody, born & died on the same day in 1905, in Manistique, Schoolcraft MI. 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Escanaba (MI) Morning Press" 14 Feb 1918 p 1 - 1 of Upper Peninsula men unaccounted 
for, believed alive but name wrongly translated in War Dept. code messages  
 
"Escanaba (MI) Morning Press" 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – the only Cloverdale MI probably lost. 
Enlisted in the Sanitary Squad, 32nd Div., from Upper Peninsula  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  387-22-1477 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hiawatha, Schoolcraft MI 
Mary Montgomery, 37 NY, Jun 1863, widow, parents b. Ireland 
Theo, 11 MI, Dec 1888, father b. IN, mother b. MI 
Willie S., 8 MI, Jun 1891, father b. IN, mother b. MI  
 
1930 Kingsford, Dickinson MI – 421 Cass St. – conducted 23 Apr 1930 
William Montgomery, 38 MI, parents b. MI, age 32 at 1st marriage, foreman, chemical plant, not a 
veteran 
Amelia Montgomery, 34 MI, parents b. MI, age 28 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Helen Daniels, 12 Canada (US citizen), parents b. MI [stepdaughter] 
William Montgomery Jr., 4 years 4 months MI, parents b. MI [son] 
Theodore Montgomery, 43 MI, divorced, parents b. MI, age 36 at 1st marriage, laborer, automobile 
body plant, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – in Waukesha, Waukesha WI in 1935 – at VA Home for Disabled 
Soldiers – line 42 
Theodore Montgomery, 52 MI, widow, laborer, W.P.A. project 
 


