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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Monroe, Ernest Hill (Sr.) 
1895 MI – 1976 MI 

 
       

  
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Thursday 18 Mar 1976 p 16   
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Thursday 18 Mar 1976 p 16   
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Ernest Hill Monroe of Webberville MI – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” 12 Feb 1918 p 12 – picture 

caption labels him Ernest Moore of Webberville MI 
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Ernest Hill Monroe Sr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/91046222/person/120057364430/media/3a2f77ad-6ad4-4b74-9901-
a2b345302139?_phsrc=hFB37303&_phstart=successSource  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/91046222/person/120057364430/media/3a2f77ad-6ad4-4b74-9901-a2b345302139?_phsrc=hFB37303&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/91046222/person/120057364430/media/3a2f77ad-6ad4-4b74-9901-a2b345302139?_phsrc=hFB37303&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/91046222/person/120057364430/media/3a2f77ad-6ad4-4b74-9901-a2b345302139?_phsrc=hFB37303&_phstart=successSource
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The Monroe family in 1917 – back (left to right) Remington James Monroe, Ernest Hill Monroe, 

Hazen Alchin Monroe – front: father Elmer William Monroe, Lydia Elizabeth Monroe (later Smith), 
mother Jennie Hill Carr Monroehttps://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/91046222/person/120057364430/media/5064bf17-ce7f-417f-8536-
03a91dd63cf8?_phsrc=hFB37303&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-24W2-

M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW948-54T2 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-24W2-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW948-54T2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-24W2-M?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW948-54T2
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/MCD9-JJW 

 

 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Wednesday 25 Jun 1919 p 7 

 

 
His mother Jennie Hill Carr Monroe visits Tracy Carr, her son by her 1st marriage – Ernest visits from 

Lansing MI - “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Tuesday 2 Mar 1920 p 7 
 

 
Ernest’s wife Nettie & sister Lydia Monroe Smith – “Livingston County Daily Press & Argus” (Howell 

MI) Wednesday 26 Jun 1946 p 13 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/MCD9-JJW
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Tuesday 7 Apr 1953 p 8 

 
Wife: 
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Nettie M. Showers Monroe - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/MCD9-JJD/nettie-m-showers-

1899-1970 
 

 
MI marriage record of Ernest Hill Monroe and Nettie Showers, 10 Apr 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342319-
00226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0eeb7e9cfe23cee0a09133b8eeff540f&usePUB=true&

_phsrc=hFB37305&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=335628 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342319-00226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0eeb7e9cfe23cee0a09133b8eeff540f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37305&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=335628
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342319-00226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0eeb7e9cfe23cee0a09133b8eeff540f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37305&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=335628
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342319-00226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=0eeb7e9cfe23cee0a09133b8eeff540f&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB37305&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=335628
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Tuesday 13 Apr 1920 p 7 

 

 
Obituary of wife Nettie M. Showers Monroe – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Saturday 5 Sep 1970 p 2 
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Children: 
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Obituary of son Lester Showers Monroe – “Livingston County Daily Press & Argus” (Howell MI) 
Wednesday 20 Mar 1996 p 22 

 

 
MI death record of daughter Evelyn June Monroe, died from a “fatty embolism” as a result of the 

fracture of her right femur from being pinned under a rolling log, on 20 Feb 1927 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355367-
00889?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=603233332 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355367-00889?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=603233332
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355367-00889?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=603233332
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Obituary of son Ernest Hill Monroe Jr. (1930-2007) – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 29 Jun 2007 
p 17 

 



16 
 

 

“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 26 Sep 1952 p 7 
 

 
daughter Ernestine Marie Monroe Branch – Find A Grave 128957512 

 

 
Son Matthew Joseph Monroe with wife Donna M. Beckman Monroe – Find A Grave 56943744 
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Engagement of daughter Carole to Carl Oesterle – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Wednesday 7 Jun 

1961 p 35 
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Marriage of daughter Sharon B. Monroe to Gerald L. Brunger on 4 Apr 1970 in Webberville, Ingham 
MI – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Sunday 5 Apr 1970 p 45 
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Obituary of daughter Sharon Beatrice Monroe Brunger Harrison’s 1st husband, Gerald Louis Brunger 

(1937-2001)  - “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Monday 4 Jun 2001 p 13 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Jennie Hill Carr Monroe – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Wednesday 27 Nov 1946 

p 3 
 
 



20 
 

 

 
Name:  Ernest Hill Monroe (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,726 
Entered service from:  Webberville, Ingham MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ernest Monroe 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Elmer W. Monroe, Weberville MI 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ernest H. Monroe 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Elmer W. Monroe, Weberville MI (wagoner, 18th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Ernest Hill Monroe - b. 14 Apr 1895 Leroy Twp, Ingham 
MI.; res: Webberville, Ingham MI. Single. Farmer for Elmer Monroe, Monroe Farm, Leroy 
Township, Ingham MI. Short & stout. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  Webberville MI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Elmer (H.) Monroe - b. 14 Apr 1895 Leroy Twp MI; res:  
Webberville, Ingham MI. NOK Roy Monroe, Webberville MI. Employed by myself, farm. 
Height: 6’, 250 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  21 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Webberville MI 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Apr 1895 Leroy Twp, Ingham MI (WWI draft) or Webberville, Ingham MI (F)  
Died: 17 Mar 1976 Webberville, Ingham Co. MI   
Find A Grave record: 56944156 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Webberville, Ingham MI 
Cemetery:  Alchin Farm 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Elmer William Monroe, 30 Oct 1864 Ingham Co. MI – 5 Apr 1936 Webberville, Ingham MI. 
Son of James Madison Monroe & Elizabeth Alchin. Died of apoplexy. Buried in Alchin Farm 
Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. 
Find A Grave:  56944070 
 
Mother: Jennie Hill Carr Monroe, 16 Sep 1861 – 25 Nov 1946 Webberville, Ingham MI –  
Married Hiram Judson Carr (13 Apr 1863 DeKalb Co. IN - 26 Nov 1907 Traverse City, Grand Traverse 
MI. F: 23747563) in 1880. He was the son of Frederick Dragoo Carr & Melissa Emeline Williams. 
They had 2 children: Pluma Gertrude Carr in 1881 & Tracy Glenn Carr in 1887. Hiram is buried in 
Lyon Lake Cemetery, Wrights Corners, Calhoun MI. – Married to Elmer William Monroe, with whom 
she is buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. 
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Find A Grave:  56944048 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Nettie M. Showers Monroe, 2 Mar 1899 White Oak, Ingham MI – 4 Sep 1970 Lansing, 
Ingham MI. Daughter of Norman T. Showers & Elizabeth E. Martin. Buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery, 
Webberville, Ingham MI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 56944145   
Marriage:  10 Apr 1920 Webberville, Ingham MI, in a double wedding ceremony with Ernest’s sister 
Lydia and her groom, Floyd Lester Smith. 
 
Children: 

• Lester Showers Monroe, 5 Jan 1921 White Oak, Ingham MI – 13 Mar 1996 Lansing, Ingham 
MI. Husband of Ila Mae Straugh (1929-1995, F: 56944093). Buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery, 
Webberville, Ingham MI. F: 56944110 

• Evelyn June Monroe, 4 Nov 1922 White Oak, Ingham MI – 20 Feb 1927 White Oak, Ingham 
MI. Her MI death record says she died of a fatty embolism after her right femur was 
fractured by a rolling log. Buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. F: 
56944123 

• Roy Elmer Monroe, 5 Apr 1924 Webberville (or White Oak), Ingham MI – 21 Aug 1987 
Lansing, Ingham MI. Husband of Aileen M. Shepler (1926-1996, F: 56977618). Buried in 
Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. F: 56977634 

• Luana Monroe Sawyer, 25 Jul 1926 MI - . Married Thomas Laverne (Tom/Tommie) Sawyer on 
31 Aug 1946 in Webberville, Ingham MI. He is buried as Tommie L. Sawyer (1925 MI – 20202 
MI) in Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham Co. MI. He was the son of Elbert J. 
Sawyer & Goldie M. Fisher. They had been married 73 years at the time of his death.  His 
tombstone as pictured on Find A Grave is shared with a space for Luana, and gives her 
birthdate. 

• Verena Ernestine Monroe Branch, 26 Jun 1928 White Oak township, Ingham Co. MI – 8 Dec 
2013 Webberville, Ingham MI. Wife of Richard F. Branch (1927-2017, F: 225634804) whom 
she married 6 Nov 1948. Buried as Ernestine in Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham 
MI. F: 128957512.  

• Ernest Hill Monroe Jr., 16 Jan 1930 Leroy, Ingham MI – 27 Jun 2007. Husband of Constance 
(Connie) Ione [surname?], b. 23 Dec 1933. Find A Grave photo obscures last digit of 
marriage information – married 25 Sep 195-. Buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery, Webberville, 
Ingham MI. F: 56977484 

• Marian Helen Monroe March, 4 Feb 1932 Leroy, Ingham MI – 12 Jul 1974 Lansing, Ingham 
MI. Shares tombstone with Wayne W. March, b. 22 Oct 1931, no death date, whom she 
married 24 Oct 1952. Buried in Conway Miller Cemetery, Fowlerville, Livingston MI. F: 
80707184 

• Matthew Joseph Monroe, 15 Dec 1933 Leroy, Ingham MI – 9 Feb 2008. Husband of Donna 
M. Beckman (1937-2007, F: 56943776) whom he married 29 May 1969. Buried in Alchin 
Farm Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. F: 565943744 

• Carole Jeanette Monroe Oesterle, Feb 1942 MI -  . She became engaged to Carl Oesterle in 
Jun 1961. He was the son of Melvin Oesterle & Marguerite Vorce. When Carl’s mother died 
in 1999, she was buried in Alchin Farm Cemetery. - Listed as the wife of Carl Oesterle in 
1996. 
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• Sharon Beatrice Monroe Brunger Harrison, May 1944 MI -   – Married Gerald Louis Brunger 
(29 Jul 1937 MI – 2 Jun 2001 MI, F: 17970285, SSN 375-40-1542) on 4 Apr 1970 in 
Webberville, Ingham MI. Gerald was the son of Lloyd Clayton Brunger & Iola Botsford 
Brunger Baughan. Was listed as the wife of Gerald Brunger in Mar 1976 when her father 
dies. When Gerald died in 2001, he was survived by Peggy, his wife of 15 years (married ca. 
1986). - Wife of James (Jim) Harrison in Aug 1987, Mar 1996 & Dec 2013. They live in FL.  

 
Siblings:  

• Remington James Monroe, 16 Apr 1892 – 4 Sep 1980 Mount Clemens, Macomb MI. Married 
on 24 Dec 1925 to Myla Mae Granger (1893-1960, F: 41304213). Buried in White Chapel 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Troy, Oakland MI. F: 41304478 

• Hazen Alchin Monroe, 14 Jan 1898 – 28 Apr 1973 Lansing township, Ingham Co. MI. 
Husband of Laura May Bohnet (1902-2001, F: 71460518). Buried in Summit Cemetery, 
Williamston, Ingham MI. F: 71460520 

• Lydia Elizabeth Monroe Smith, 13 Jun 1903 MI – 8 Aug 1984 MI. Wife of Floyd Lester Smith 
(1896-1979, F: 60196801) whom she married 10 Apr 1920 in Webberville, Ingham MI, in a 
double wedding ceremony with Lydia’s brother Ernest & his bride, Nettie Showers. Buried in 
Summit Cemetery, Williamston, Ingham MI. F: 60196791 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Jennie Hill’s 1st marriage, to Hiram Judson Carr: 

• Pluma Gertrude Carr Alchin, 8 Aug 1881 Wheatfield township, Ingham Co. MI – 13 Jun 1948 
Lansing township, Ingham Co. MI. Wife of George Hayes Alchin (1876-1969, F: 68363328) 
whom she married in 1897. Buried in Webberville Cemetery, Webberville, Ingham MI. F: 
68363447 

• Tracy Glenn Carr, 28 Jun 1887 Big Rapids, Mecosta MI – 15 Nov 1975 Rodney, Mecosta MI. 
Husband of Gertrude H. LaVere (1886-1981, F: 95701838). Buried in Rodney Cemetery, 
Rodney, Mecosta MI. F: 95701843 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
1918 newspaper reports sometimes said he was from Weberville instead of Webberville 
MI. 
 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 28 Sep 1917 p 7 – Of the 66 of Ingham Co. MI’s young 
men examined for the draft, 12 passed the exam & did not claim exemption. Among them 
was Ernest Hill Monroe of Webberville MI. 
 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Thursday 15 Nov 1917 p 7 – Heading to Mason MI next week & 
then to Camp Custer MI are the next group of Ingham Co. MI men who have been drafted, 
among them Ernest Hill Monroe of Webberville MI. 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those reported on board 
Tuscania is Ernest Monroe of Webberville MI 
 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – there were 84 MI survivors of 
Tuscania. The War Department had added 24 additional names on Sunday night, including 
that of Ernest Monroe, private, 20th Engineers, Webberville MI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Lansing (MI) State Journal" 18 Mar 1976 p 16 & 19 Mar 1976 p 10 - age 80, resident of 4725 
E. Holt Rd., Webberville MI. Funeral 20 Mar 1976 with burial in Alchin 
 
Social Security number: 384-34-9584 
  
Censuses: 
 
1900 Leroy, Ingham MI 
Elmer W. Monroe, 35 MI, Nov 1864, parents b. MI, married 9 years, farmer 
Jennie, 38 MI, father b. NY, mother b. NY, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living [counts her 2 children 
by 1st husband Hiram Carr] 
Remmington, 8 MI, Apr 1892, at school 
Ernest, 5 MI, Apr 1895 
Hazen, 3 MI, Jan 1897 
 
1910 Leroy, Ingham MI 
Elmer W. Monroe, 46 MI, parents b. MI, married 18 years, farmer, general farm 
Jennie, 48 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Remington G., 18 MI 
Earnest, 15 MI 
Hazen, 12 MI 
Lydia, 6 MI 
 
1920 Lansing, Ingham MI – 131 Hill St. 
Ernest Monroe, 24 MI, parents b. MI, single, wheel trimmer, auto wheel factory, boarder with Frank 
M. & Orpha A. Bower 
 
1930 Leroy, Ingham MI 
Ernest H. Monroe, 35 MI, parents b. MI, age 25 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farming, WWI 
veteran 
Nettie H., 31 MI, parents b. MI, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Lester S., 9 MI 
Roy E., 6 MI 
Luana M., 3 MI 
Verena E., 1 MI 
Ernest H., 0 MI 
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1940 Leroy, Ingham MI – 2045 Elma Rd. – same house in 1935 
Ernest Monroe, 44 MI, farmer, farm 
Nettie, 41 MI 
Lester S., 19 MI 
Roy E., 16 MI 
Luana M., 13 MI 
Verena E., 11 MI 
Ernest H.M., 10 MI 
Marian H., 8 MI 
Matthew J., 6 MI 
[the next census entry is for Ernest’s mother: 
Jennie Monroe, 78 MI, widow, same house in 1935] 
 
 


