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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
   
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Malkson, Walter Berton 
1896 MN – 1957 WA 
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The Malkson family – standing in back center: Lee Walton Malkson – from left: father 

Joseph Malkson, Walter Berton Matson, mother Julia A. Collins Malkson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/19533286/person/819240384/media/05c652a5-8bc5-4805-a3fd-
94df376fc136?_phsrc=hFB29250&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819240384/media/05c652a5-8bc5-4805-a3fd-94df376fc136?_phsrc=hFB29250&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819240384/media/05c652a5-8bc5-4805-a3fd-94df376fc136?_phsrc=hFB29250&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819240384/media/05c652a5-8bc5-4805-a3fd-94df376fc136?_phsrc=hFB29250&_phstart=successSource
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Mother Julia Collins Malkson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/19533286/person/819201787/media/482ca68f-d759-4e04-9f87-
e35ade546d90 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819201787/media/482ca68f-d759-4e04-9f87-e35ade546d90
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819201787/media/482ca68f-d759-4e04-9f87-e35ade546d90
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19533286/person/819201787/media/482ca68f-d759-4e04-9f87-e35ade546d90
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCZQ-2YP?i=2414  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-BS25-

2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSNL-R5MM  
 

 
 

Wife: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-BS25-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSNL-R5MM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-BS25-2?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSNL-R5MM


6 
 

 
Margaret Laehn & Walter Malkson, she in blue taffeta & net trimmed with gold threat & he 

in a navy blue suit, a veteran of Tuscania - Find A Grave 78187400 
 



7 
 

 
Marriage license on 3 May 1921, with marriage on 4 May 1921 – Walter B. Malkson of 

Sandpoint ID & Maragarethe Laehn of Shawano WI – in Bonner Co. ID 
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2nd marriage of his wife Margaret Malkson on 5 May 1961 
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30th wedding anniversary of his parents-in-law – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 

23 Oct 1928 p 7 
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Obituary of his mother-in-law Mathilda Domke Laehn – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 

Wednesday 22 Aug 1951 p 8 
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Obituary of his father-in-law William Laehn – identifying his wife Margaret as Mrs. Walter 

Nelson, she & 2 of her siblings residents of Oroville [not Orville] WA – “Green Bay (WI) 
Press-Gazette” Monday 14 Jul 1947 p 24 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 17 Jan 1958 p 17 

 
Brother: 
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Obituary of brother Lee Malkson – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 4 Dec 1962 p 7 

 
Life: 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 22 Apr 1922 p 9 

 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 11 Jul 1937 p 16 

          
 

        
 
Name: Walter Berton Malkson 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,822 
Entered service from:  Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter B. Malkson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother J.A. Malkson, RR 1, Couer de Alene [sic/Couer d'Alene] ID 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter B. Malkson  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  NOK mother Mrs. Julia Malkson, RFD 1, Coeur d'Alene ID (pvt, 
18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Walter Berton Malkson - b. 1 Mar 1896 Minneapolis MN; 
res: 520 – 3rd Ave., Sandpoint ID. Single. No dependents. Laborer, Humbird Lumber Co., Sandpoint 
ID. Tall in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Box 173, Oroville WA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Troy MT 
Rank/unit:  private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Mar 1896 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN  
Died: 5 Sep 1957 Spokane, Spokane WA   
Find A Grave record: 78187400 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Oroville, Okanogan WA 
Cemetery:  Oroville Riverview 
Tombstone:  tombstone application: veteran flat: Idaho Pvt 18th Co. 20th Engrs US Army 
 
Father:  Joseph Malkson, 14 May 1870 New Brunswick, Canada – 25 Jan 1930 Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID. Son of Rufus Malkson & Phebe Schools. Millworker. Buried in Forest Cemetery, Coeur 
d’Alene, Kootenai ID. 
Find A Grave: 52751084   
 
Mother: Julia A. Collins Malkson, 21 Oct 1866 Arlington, Columbia WI – 13 Oct 1964. Daughter of 
John Francis Collins & Cordelia A. Getchel/Getchell. Buried in Forest Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID. 
Find A Grave:  74963815 
Parents’ marriage:  1892 
 
Spouse: Margaret Wilhelmine Laehn Malkson Frye, 31 Jul 1899 Antigo, Langlade WI – 2 Sep 1992 
Wenatchee, Chelan WA. SSN 539-10-2869. Daughter of William Laehn & Matilda Augusta 
Wilhelmine Dumke. Her marriage license spells her first name Maragarethe.  
Remarried on 5 May 1961 in Ferry Co. WA to John Nelson (“Jack”) Frye (1890-1977, F: 93467377), 
son of James Berg Frye & Mary Emma Smith. Margaret was John Frye’s 3rd wife.  Buried in Oroville 
Riverview Cemetery, Oroville, Okanogan WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  93467392 
Marriage: obtained marriage license 3 May 1921 Coeur d’Alene, Bonner ID, married 4 May 1921 – 
newspaper account says married on a Wednesday (4 May 1921 was a Wednesday) 
 
Children: 

• Eugene Lane Malkson, 19 Aug 1923 Sandpoint, Bonner ID – 1 Sep 2003 Wenatchee, Chelan 
WA. SSN 534-18-4713. - Married Barbara Mae Kammers. “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-
Review” Sunday 19 Jun 1949 p 21 – Okanogan Co. WA marriage license issued to Eugene 
Malkson & Barbara Mae Kammers, both of Oroville WA. - Had lived in Wenatchee for 30 
years prior to his death. Was a horticultural inspector for the WA State Department of 
Agriculture for 18 years. Survived by 4 daughters. Buried in Oroville Riverview Cemetery, 
Oroville, Okanogan WA. F; 149005187 

 
Siblings:  

• Lee Walton Malkson, 11 Aug 1894 Shell Lake, Washburn WI – 1 Dec 1962 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. – Married on 28 Apr 1930 in Kootenai Co. ID to Ruth M. Montgomery Nolen 
Malkson Byrd (1906-1972, F: 119132143), the daughter of John & Jessie Montgomery. She 
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had married Sidney Nolen on 25 Apr 1924 in Pend Oreille Co. WA. She married Lee Malkson 
on 28 Apr 1930 in Kootenai Co. ID. Divorce: “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 22 Jul 1943 
p 15 – divorce granted to Lee Malkson from Ruth Malkson, on the grounds of desertion. Ruth 
is buried with the surname Byrd in Oroville Riverview Cemetery. Oroville, Okanogan WA. – 
When Grace M. Austin died 8 Oct 1965 in Ione WA, one of her surviving daughters is Marie 
(Mrs. Lee) Malkson. - Lee is buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. F: 
195310917 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 – among the Tuscania saved: Walter 
B. Malkson, Coeur d’Alene ID. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Tuesday 17 Mar 1953 p 18 – about 80 attended the American 
Legion Auxiliary potluck dinner on Friday to celebrate the Legion’s 34th birthday. Among those 
receiving continuous membership cards was Walter Malkson of Oroville WA for 20 years of 
membership. 
 
Obituary: 
 
WA death certificate – Walter Berton Malkson, b. 1 Mar 1896 MN. Died on 5 Sep 1957 in the 
Veterans Administration Hospital, Spokane, Spokane WA at age 61, where he had been 
hospitalized for 3 days. Resident of Box 1383, Oroville WA. Married. Occupation: orchardist, 
orchard business. Son of Joseph Malkson & Julia Collins. WWI veteran. SSN 536-05-3233. Died of 
hepatic insufficiency. Had lung cancer for 10 months. 
  
Social Security number: 536-05-3233 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Rib Lake, Taylor WI – Fayette Ave. 
Jos. G. Malkson, 31 ME, May 1849, father b. Scotland, mother b. Canada, married 8 years, camp 
foreman 
Julia, 32 WI, Oct 1867, father b. England, mother b. CT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Lee W., 5 WI, Aug 1894 
Walter B., 4 WI, Mar 1896 
& boarder George W. Purchin, 50 England, Aug 1845, widowed, laborer (tannery) 
& servant Annie [indexed as Ke, but appears to end in FKE), 15 WI, Feb 1885 
 
1910 Lincoln, Kootenai ID 
Joseph Malkson, 42 Canada (Scotch), parents b. Canada (Scotch), married 17 years, farmer, dairy 
farm 
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Julia, 42 WI, father b. Canada (Scotch), mother b. CT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Lee, 15 WI 
Walter, 14 MN 
 
1920 Sandpoint, Bonner ID – over the Sandpoint Drug Store 
Walter B. Malkson, 23 MN, father b. ME, mother b. WI, clerk, drug store 
Lodger with: 
Frank Sargent, 45 NE [also employed at a drugstore] 
& 2 other roomers 
 
1930 Sandpoint, Bonner ID – 315 Church 
Walter B. Malkson, 34 MN, father b. ME, mother b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, proprietor, service 
station, WWI veteran 
Margaret L., 29 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Eugene L., 6 ID 
& 4 roomers with surname Lane, age 9 to 15 
 
1940 Oroville, Okanogan WA – Victoria St. – same place in 1935 
Walter Malkson, 44 MN, sawyer, sawmill 
Margarethe, 40 WI 
Eugene, 16 ID 
 
 


