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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 

Mitchell, Fred James 
1893 Lithuania – 1962 OR 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-2QRR-

R?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWS98-NL3Z 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Feb 1938 p 7 



3 
 

 

 
Wife: 
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Naturalization application of wife Martha (nee Krahn) Lehman Mitchell - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2530/images/31313_129909-
01014?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=14d48cf09a5718c4f3f89db8e89ada22&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB36593&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=78195  
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_603-
0238?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e055b8de9a7d4606a6a5295359c54aae&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB36602&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4003846362 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2530/images/31313_129909-01014?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=14d48cf09a5718c4f3f89db8e89ada22&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36593&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=78195
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2530/images/31313_129909-01014?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=14d48cf09a5718c4f3f89db8e89ada22&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36593&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=78195
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2530/images/31313_129909-01014?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=14d48cf09a5718c4f3f89db8e89ada22&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36593&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=78195
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_603-0238?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e055b8de9a7d4606a6a5295359c54aae&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36602&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4003846362
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_603-0238?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e055b8de9a7d4606a6a5295359c54aae&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36602&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4003846362
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_603-0238?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=e055b8de9a7d4606a6a5295359c54aae&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36602&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=4003846362
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Obituary of Ferdinand Lehman – “Ottawa County Exponent” (Oak Harbor OH) Friday 22 Apr 1927 p 

5 
 

 
WA marriage license 10 Jan 1921 in Clark Co. WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281201-
00051?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4554787  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281201-00051?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4554787
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281201-00051?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4554787
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Fred claims to have been born in Kenosha WI (not Lithuania) to parents James Mitchell & Victoria 
Strummel Mitchell (also allegedly born in WI, not Lithuania) on his WA marriage record – On the 

1930 & 1940 censuses, Martha Lehman Mitchell says she & her parents were born in Germany, not 
Ohio as claimed on this form -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B280909-
00298?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=69d130c1a13acf7e068b2018cb5abb8f&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB36583&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=904402014 
 

Children: 
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Death of infant son, born 27 Feb 1922, died 2 Mar 1922 – born 6 ½ weeks premature – OR death 

record – found indexed as “female”- Note Fred says he was born in WI & Martha was born in OH - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75341576:61675  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75341576:61675
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1350155030:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=5036f4aa61abb593f09c64f1fec9b2f9&_phsr
c=hFB36559&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1350155030:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=5036f4aa61abb593f09c64f1fec9b2f9&_phsrc=hFB36559&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1350155030:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=5036f4aa61abb593f09c64f1fec9b2f9&_phsrc=hFB36559&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1350155030:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=5036f4aa61abb593f09c64f1fec9b2f9&_phsrc=hFB36559&_phstart=successSource
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalnujai 

          
 
Name:  Fred James Mitchell 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. B (WI Vets Museum & incoming passenger list = Co. E) - private 
Serial number:  251,052 
Entered service from:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Fred Mitchell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother-in-law Joseph Stromell, 775 Pomeroy St., Kenosha WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Fred Mitchell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Miss Josephine Mitchell, 775 Pomerouy St., Kenosha WI 
(pvt, Co. E, 107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Fred Mitchell - b. 25 Dec 1893 Kolnay, Russia; res: 678 
Anton St., Kenosha WI. Alien – citizen of Russia. Laborer for Simmons Co., Kenosha WI. Single. 
Medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 3315 N. Lombard St., Portland OR 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Fred James Mitchell - b. 25 Dec 1893 Kalnujau, Lithuania; 
res: 1514 NW 23rd, Portland OR. NOK Mrs. Martha Mitchell, same address. Employed by Albina 
Shipyards, N. Clark Street Waterfront, Portland OR. “tattoo both forearms” – Height: 5’7” – 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  28 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  373 Lombard St., Portland OR 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. E, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
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Born:  25 Dec 1893 Kolnay, Russia/Kalnujai, Lithuania  
Died: 10 Dec 1962 Multnomah Co. OR    
Find A Grave record: 3915974 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery:  Willamette National 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wisconsin Pvt Co E 107 Sup Tn 32 Div  
 
Father:  James Mitchell, b. Lithuania/Russia 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Victoria Strummel Mitchell, b. Lithuania/Russia 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Martha Krahn Lehman Mitchell, 12 Dec 1895 Sammenthin, Germany [after 1945, city’s 
name was Zamęcin, Poland] – 29 Jan 1995 Alameda Co. CA. SSN 544-16-9611. Listed as the 
daughter of Ferdinand Lehman (b. Toledo OH) & Elizabeth Bush (b. Clyde OH) on her marriage 
record. However, Ferdinand’s obituary (copied above) said he & wife Elizabeth were childless & 
they had adopted/raised two orphan children.  In the 1910 census Martha Lehman was living with 
Ferdinand & Elizabeth Lehman in Benton, Ottawa CA, listed as his stepdaughter. Ferdinand 
Lehman’s Find A Grave 84667264.  
Martha emigrated to the US with the name Martha Krahn on the S.S. “Kronprinz Wilhelm” at age 9, 
accompanying her aunt Hedwig/Hedvig Wondeler, age 24, a servant. They had resided in 
Sammenthin, Germany.  They were heading to Clay Center OH (which is Ottawa Co. OH). Their 
contact is Carl Lehman, Clay Centre/Williston OH. The ship left Bremen, Germany, on 18 Jul 1905 & 
arrived in NY on 26 Jul 1905.  
Naturalized in US District Court in Portland, Multnomah OR on 22 Mar 1935. Martha Mitchell, 
resident of 3315 N. Lombard St., Portland OR, b. Sammenthin, Germany, on 12 Dec 1895. Her 
husband Fred Mitchell, married 10 Jan 1921 Vancouver WA, he naturalized 16 Jan 1930 Portland 
OR, certificate 3210011. He was born in Kolnuia, Lithuania, on 25 Dec 1895 & had arrived in NYC in 
Jun 1909. He resided in Portland OR. Martha had 1 child, Mildred Mitchell, b. 5 Aug 1927 Portland 
OR. She had emigrated to the US from Bremen, Germany, to NYC as Martha Krahn on 25 Jul 1905 
aboard the “Kronprinz Wilhelm.” Martha had lived in Portland OR since 12 Nov 1919 & was 
renouncing her allegiance to the government of Lithuania.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 10 Jan 1921 in Vancouver, Clark Co. WA – Fred J. Mitchell & Martha K. Lehman. On the 
marriage record, Fred says he was born in Kenosha WI. His father James Mitchell was born in 
Kenosha WI & mother Victoria Strummel was born in WI. Martha says she was born in Toledo OH, 
with father Ferdinand Lehman born in Toledo OH & mother Elizabeth Bush born in Clyde OH. Most 
of this information is fictional.  
 
Children: 

• Infant boy Mitchell, b. 27 Feb 1922 Portland, Multnomah OH – 2 Mar 1922 Portland, 
Multnomah OR (in Emanuel Hospital). Died at age 2 days; was born 6 ½ weeks premature. 
Although “M” for “male” is clearly indicated as the sex of the child on the death record, this 
child is indexed on databases as “female.” Body sent to Portland Crematorium. 

• Mildred Jean Mitchell Erenprais, 5 Aug 1927 Portland, Multnomah Co. OR -  Married on 30 
Nov 1957 by minister Paul S. Wright in Portland, Multnomah OR to Konstantin 
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Paul/Pavlovich (“Kon”) Erenprais, b. 10 Mar 1923 Harbin, China, d. 20 Oct 1996 Alameda 
Co. CA, in air transportation sales, son of Paul Erenprais & Anna Timofayvna, resident of 
5070 – 25th Ave. SW, Seattle, King WA. Mildred was a secretary, resident of 111 E. 18th, Apt. 
5, Portland OR. – Articles about Konstantin’s career with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines include 
“Arizona Daily Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Thursday 2 Apr 1964 p 48, named district sales 
representative for KLM in Phoenix, having previously worked for KLM in Seattle WA & San 
Francisco CA. – Konstantin, SSN 534-14-0912 is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Oakland, Alameda CA, F: 174071731. The tombstone pictured on Find A Grave is blank on 
half of it. - In 2022, Mildred Erenprais was a resident of San Leandro CA.  

 
Siblings:  

• Mrs. Joseph Stromell (presumably). His brother-in-law Joseph Strombell of 775 Pomeroy 
St., Kenosha, Kenosha WI when Fred sailed to WWI on “Tuscania” in Jan 1918. Note that 
Fred lists his mother as Victoria Strummel on his 1921 WA marriage license.  

• Josephine Mitchell. Listed as his sister, living on 775 Pomeroy St., Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
when Fred sailed home from WWI in May 1919. 

• Or is “Joseph Stromell” the same as “Josephine Mitchell”? 
 
Notes:  
Presumably the family surname was MITCHELL in Lithuania/Russia. It is doubtful that this was the 
name Fred immigrated under. According to his wife Martha’s naturalization in US District Court, 
Portland, Multnomah OR, her husband Fred Mitchell was born in Kolnuia, Lithuania, on 25 Dec 
1893. He arrived in the US at NYC in Jun 1909 & was naturalized in Portland, Multnomah OR on 16 
Jan 1930, certificate 3210011. Not able to locate name used at immigration, ship record or 
naturalization record.  
 
The address of 775 Pomeroy (his wartime next-of-kin) in Kenosha, Kenosha WI is regularly found in 
rental ads in the Kenosha WI newspapers. In 1915 & 1917, the address is described as 6-room 
apartments at 773-775 Pomeroy. In 1921, accommodations are described as 1-, 2- or 3-bedroom 
light housekeeping rentals. 
 
Besides rental notices for 775 Pomeroy, entries during the 1917-1918 WWI era list men involved in 
the draft. Their names appear to be Eastern European: 
 
William Molosericz – draft #1430 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 16 Jul 1917 p 2 
E. Swareerwiz – draft #1919 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 17 Jul 1917 p 2 & Saturday, 21 Jul 1917 
p 2 
William Kolosewicz – letter sent by draft board, no reply received – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 
13 Aug 1917 p 1 (is this the same as William Molosericz?) 
Ed. Swarervigh – draft #1515 – “Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Friday 7 Sep 1917 p 1 
Joseph Kapowitch – draft #1515 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 18 Oct 1918 p 4 
Steve Korzyn – draft #4219 – “Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Thursday 24 Oct 1918 p 4 
 
For example, a man who immigrated to the US as Sidoris Maczulis, born Lithuania, was naturalized 
in Chicago, Cook IL as James Mitchul. Sidoris was born 22 Dec 1893. 
 
Pre-war: 
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Wartime: 
 
According to his US Veterans Administration record, Fred (who had registered for the draft while a 
resident at 678 Anton St., Kenosha WI) had joined the Army on 28 Jul 1917. Seemingly the draft 
officials in Kenosha WI were unaware of this.  
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 10 Jul 1917 p 1 – some of the men with notable draft numbers (such 
as #1 – first called) & #100 are noted. Number 1,000 is John Stanley [sic] Mitchell of 678 Anton St. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 24 Oct 1917 p 5 – among the men of Co. M commanded by Lt. 
Asbury Vale is Private Fred Mitchell. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Wednesday 26 Dec 1917 p 1 – one of the men sent a draft 
questionnaire who did not respond was Fred Mitchell of 678 Anton St. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Thursday 3 Jan 1918 p 4 – among those who are now draft 
delinquents is Fred Mitchell of 678 Anton St., Kenosha. [Fred is 15 days away from sailing on 
Tuscania.] 
 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 8 Jan 1918 p 5 – draft questionnaires unclaimed as of 7 Jan 1918 – 
from 678 Anton St.: Otto Roman & Stanley J. Mitchell. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Kenoshans on board: Pvt. Fred 
Mitchell, Headquarters, 107th Supply Train. 
 
“Kenosha (WI) Evening News” Saturday 31 May 1919 p 8 – “Welcome Home the Tuscanians” 
including Sergeant Fred Mitchell, Quartermaster Corps. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Fred moved from Kenosha WI to OR on 5 Aug 1920 according to “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 
Feb 1938 p 7. According to his wife Martha’s naturalization papers in 1935, she had lived in 
Portland OR since 12 Nov 1919. 
 
1927 Portland OR city directory: 
Mitchell, Fred J. (Martha), barker at 388 Lombard W., resident of 373 Lombard W. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  542-16-3444 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Benton, Ottawa Co. 
Ferdinand J. Lehman, 55 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1873, married 32 
years, farming 
Elizabeth A., 73 OH, parents b. CT, in 2nd marriage [wife] 
Martha, 14 Germany, parents b. Germany [stepdaughter] 
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1920 Portland, Multnomah OR – 266 – 14th St. – future wife Martha Krahn Lehman 
Martha Lehman, 24 Brandenburg, Germany, emigrated 1905, alien, father’s birthplace unknown, 
mother b. Germany, laborer, canning factory [boarder] 
 
1930 Portland, Multnomah OR – 373 W. Lombard  
Fred J. Mitchell, 36 Lithuania (Russia), parents b. Lithuania, emigrated 1907, naturalized, age 27 at 
1st marriage, barber, barber shop, WWI veteran 
Martha, 34 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1905, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Mildred., 2 OR 
 
1940 Portland, Multnomah OR – 1514 NW 23rd Ave. – same place in 1935 
Fred J. Mitchell, 46 Lithuania, parents b. Lithuania, naturalized, barber, barber shop 
Martha, 44 Germany, parents b. Germany 
Mildred J., 12 OR 
 


