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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This record also lacks 1950 federal census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Minor, Martin 
1896 MO – 1981 CA 
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Martin Minor, WWI – left, in uniform: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/fa2e4c7f-9354-4654-a5fe-

5b89f397f0c6?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource and right: as boxer in Army, 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4cb22365-50b2-4722-b488-
f4271edb577a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource 

 

     
Martin Minor & wife Viola May (Fisher) Minor – Eugene OR, 1974 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4e912c3e-6622-4863-80ad-

4f8a2271221f?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/fa2e4c7f-9354-4654-a5fe-5b89f397f0c6?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/fa2e4c7f-9354-4654-a5fe-5b89f397f0c6?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/fa2e4c7f-9354-4654-a5fe-5b89f397f0c6?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4cb22365-50b2-4722-b488-f4271edb577a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4cb22365-50b2-4722-b488-f4271edb577a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4cb22365-50b2-4722-b488-f4271edb577a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4e912c3e-6622-4863-80ad-4f8a2271221f?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4e912c3e-6622-4863-80ad-4f8a2271221f?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/4e912c3e-6622-4863-80ad-4f8a2271221f?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
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Brothers Buford & Martin Minor – left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/7a4fd933-4e43-481b-9eb0-
f8206f188e40?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource  AND right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/572242d4-
785e-4460-8290-ccdcdf9bd623?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/572242d4-785e-4460-8290-ccdcdf9bd623?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/572242d4-785e-4460-8290-ccdcdf9bd623?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
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Brothers Roland & Martin Minor - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/bf874af7-5e7f-461b-b7db-
70daeb364951?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/bf874af7-5e7f-461b-b7db-70daeb364951?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/bf874af7-5e7f-461b-b7db-70daeb364951?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/bf874af7-5e7f-461b-b7db-70daeb364951?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
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Left: Martin & Viola May (Fisher) Minor, 1977 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/221a66bb-8542-4f09-9c0c-
224d86c60d15?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource – Martin & motorcycle, Eugene OR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/46b56226-

a1ba-41bd-ab1f-60c02b12ae1a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/221a66bb-8542-4f09-9c0c-224d86c60d15?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/221a66bb-8542-4f09-9c0c-224d86c60d15?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/221a66bb-8542-4f09-9c0c-224d86c60d15?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/46b56226-a1ba-41bd-ab1f-60c02b12ae1a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/46b56226-a1ba-41bd-ab1f-60c02b12ae1a?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
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Viola May (Fisher) & Martin Minor - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/ea1ad769-cbc5-45fc-b641-
5177e099c498?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Glendale CA city directory, 1954 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/3482314?usePUB=true&_phsrc
=hFB36377&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=248259895 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/ea1ad769-cbc5-45fc-b641-5177e099c498?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/ea1ad769-cbc5-45fc-b641-5177e099c498?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/ea1ad769-cbc5-45fc-b641-5177e099c498?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/3482314?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36377&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=248259895
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/3482314?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36377&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=248259895
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Obituary of Martin Minor – “Escondido (CA) Times-Advocate” Monday 5 Jan 1981 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/43995_10_00002-
01749?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9WZ-FN3Z 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/43995_10_00002-01749?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/43995_10_00002-01749?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1942715013/media/43995_10_00002-01749?_phsrc=hFB36374&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W9WZ-FN3Z
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Martin was a private at the time, not a 2nd lieutenant – “Haviland (KS) Onlooker” Thursday 14 Feb 

1918 p 1 
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Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/38706400:60901 

 
Children: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/38706400:60901
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CA marriage record of daughter Joann Minor & Jean Leon Biehler, 24 Sep 1955 (license 14 Sep 

1955) by Church of Christ minister – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893W-XD6W?i=1743&cc=1804002  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-893W-XD6W?i=1743&cc=1804002
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“Ventura (CA) County Star” Tuesday 15 Nov 1955 p 18 
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“Ventura (CA) County Star” Friday 18 Nov 1955 p 13 

 

 
Son Buford Roland Minor, Herbert Hoover High School (Glendale CA) choir, 1960 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/403814485:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=592559223314d9e3a868eb6962ff6c22&_phsrc

=hFB36418&_phstart=successSource  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/403814485:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=592559223314d9e3a868eb6962ff6c22&_phsrc=hFB36418&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/403814485:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=592559223314d9e3a868eb6962ff6c22&_phsrc=hFB36418&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/403814485:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=592559223314d9e3a868eb6962ff6c22&_phsrc=hFB36418&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/379208287/?terms=%22butch%20minor%22&match=1  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/379208287/?terms=%22butch%20minor%22&match=1
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“Auburn (CA) Journal” Friday 23 Mar 1984 p 16 

 
Father: 
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MO death record of father Willis J. Minor - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/1926_00000542-00344  
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Father Willis J. Minor - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/60be62e5-db60-4222-98b9-
d82b7dde1f2a  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/60be62e5-db60-4222-98b9-d82b7dde1f2a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/60be62e5-db60-4222-98b9-d82b7dde1f2a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/60be62e5-db60-4222-98b9-d82b7dde1f2a
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Willis J. & Martha Minor - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/de50999a-b5f0-4885-9185-
1596ebd69e4f   

 

 
“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 9 Oct 1885 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/de50999a-b5f0-4885-9185-1596ebd69e4f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/de50999a-b5f0-4885-9185-1596ebd69e4f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7646541/person/1943552863/media/de50999a-b5f0-4885-9185-1596ebd69e4f
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“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 24 Jun 1892 p 8

 
“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 11 Aug 1893 p 5 

 

 
“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 9 Mar 1900 p 8 

 

 
“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 7 Oct 1904 p 8 
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“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 21 Apr 1905 p 4 
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“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 23 Jun 1905 p 7 
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“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 11 Aug 1905 p 7 

 

 
“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 5 Mar 1909 p8 
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“Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 30 Aug 1918 p 1 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Obituary of mother Martha J. Rutliff Minor – “Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) Friday 2 Jan 

1903 p 4 
 

Siblings: 
 



26 
 

 

 

 
OR death record of brother Buford George Minor (1891-1962) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75671547:61675  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75671547:61675
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Obituary of brother Roland Cyrus Minor (1894-1967) – “Kansas City Star” (Kansas City MO) 

Saturday 16 Sep 1967 p 9 
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MO death record of brother Roland Cyrus Minor (1894-1967) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3888708:60382   
 

Half-sister: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3888708:60382
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Birth of Sylvia May Minor to Willis J. & Ollie Minor - “Chariton Courier” (Keytesville MO) 

Friday 24 Feb 1905 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c28520-
0197?treeid=&personid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36425&_phstart=successSource&pId

=625672185  
 

 
Obituary of half-sister Sylvia May Minor McPherson Minks – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” 

Tuesday 12 Jan 1943 p 15 
 

Life: 
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“Chariton (MO) Courier” Friday 9 Dec 1892 p 5  

 

 
“Chariton (MO) Courier” Friday 23 Jun 1916 p 8 

 
Name:  Martin Minor 
Name variations:  Social Security Death Index flips the order of his names & calls him “Minor 
Martin”  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 12th Squad, then 36th Balloon Co., then 15th Aero 
Squadron, then 100th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,847 
Entered service from:  Mendon, Chariton MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Martin Minor  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Willis J. Minor, Mendon MO 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Martin Minor 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Ollie Minor, Mendon MO (sgt, 100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Martin Minor - b. 1 Jun 1897 Mendon MO: crosses off 
address of 1611 ½ Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles Co. CA – crosses off address of 1441 Lake 
Shore, Los Angeles CA – crosses off address of 1821 Pearl St., Joplin MO  - leaves address 
of 1343 ½ Portia St. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 23 Nov 1916 and 6 Apr 1917 [the day war was declared] 
Discharged:  1 Jun 1920 
Address: Mendon MO  
Rank/unit:  sergeant, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Jun 1896 Mendon, Chariton MO  
Died: 3 Jan 1981 Escondido, San Diego CA (SSDI flips name to Minor Martin)   
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Find A Grave record: 35669329 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Riverside, Riverside CA 
Cemetery:  Riverside National 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Sgt US Army WWI   
 
Father:  Willis J. (“Bunk”) Minor, 21 Dec 1863 Randolph Co. MO – 2 Jan 1926 Mendon, Chariton MO. 
Son of Lewis P. Minor (1841-1911, F: 97349363) & Barbara Sophia Epperly (1844-1923, F: 
145523456), both born in Randolph Co. MO. Brick mason. Died of interstitial nephritis. Buried in 
Mendon City Cemetery, Mendon, Chariton MO, according to cemetery records, but not on Find A 
Grave as of 15 Jan 2022. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Martha J. (“Mattie”) Rutliff Minor, 24 Oct 1866 MO – 25 (or 26 in obituary) Dec 1902 
Mendon, Chariton MO (obituary: Brunswick, Chariton MO).  Daughter of Valentine Rutliff (1842-
1918, F: 34267605) & Emeline Canote (1847-1931, F: 34009310). Buried in Mendon City Cemetery, 
Mendon, Chariton MO. 
Find A Grave:  57129244 
Parents’ marriage:  9 Aug 1888 Keytesville, Chariton MO 
 
Stepmother: Ollie L. (Stephenson?) Rutliff Minor, 7 Aug 1871 MO -    .  
Might she be the Ollie L. Stephenson, age 8, b. MO living with J.H. Stephenson (54 KY) & Martha J. 
Stephenson (44 MO) & her siblings in Boons Lick, Howard MO? 
In the 1930 census, Ollie Minor, 57 MO, widowed, parents b. MO, is a servant in the household of 
Ivan & Hazel N. Pope, in Mendon, Chariton MO. 
Stepmother Find A Grave: 
Stepmother’s marriage: 21 Nov 1903 MO. Was Mrs. Ollie Rutliff at time of marriage to Willis Minor. 
She was age 32. Willis was age 39, a resident of Jackson Co. MO.  
 
Spouse: Viola May Fisher, 8 Sep 1913 Racine, Newton MO – 4 Mar 2000 Lane Co. OR. SSN 555-20-
6608. Daughter of William Sherman Fisher (1865-1928, F: 5659600) & Dora Anna (“Dollie”) Lively 
(1873-1939, F: 5659590). Buried in West Lawn Memorial Park, Eugene, Lane OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  176620903 
Marriage: 24 May 1930 in AR. Viola Fisher was a resident of Kansas City MO & Viola Fisher a 
resident of Joplin MO.  
 
Children: 

• JoAnn Minor Biehler, ca. 1933 OR. At age 23, she married Jean Leon Biehler, age 26, son of 
Raymond Lee Biehler & Elizabeth Anna Hodges on 24 Sep 1955 in Los Angeles Co. CA.  Jean 
Leon Biehler was born 23 Jan 1929 Sterling KS, d. 11 Dec 2000 Lane Co. CO, SSN 55632-
3759. Wife Joann was listed on his OR death record. 

• Buford Roland (“Butch”) Minor. Presumably named after both of Martin’s brothers, Buford 
Minor & Roland Minor. – Attended Herbert Hoover High School in Glendale CA. - Married 20 
Jun 1964 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Dorothy A. Cantelupe. Divorced Feb 1967 in Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA. – Married 12 Sep 1981 in San Bernardino Co. CA to Beth A. Lowe. – Married 
20 Oct 1985 in San Diego Co. CA to Maryln K. Anderson/Fleming (unsure which was maiden 
& which married name). – Appears from newspaper articles about Butch Minor to be a 
musician. 
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Siblings:  Martin was the youngest of 3 surviving boys. Two additional siblings had died by the 1900 
census, as his mother Martha says she has given birth to 5 children, 3 of whom are living. Named 
are Buford, Roland & Martin. 

• Buford George Minor, 24 Jan 1891 MO – 26 May 1962. Served in WWI. Married 16 Jul 1921 in 
Kansas City MO to Ivy Irene Clark (1893-1980, F: 36312229). His brother Martin names his 
son “Buford Roland Minor.” Buried in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah 
OR. F: 3915834 

• Roland Cyrus Minor, 12 Mar 1894 Mendon, Chariton Co. MO – 15 Sep 1967 Carrollton, 
Carroll MO. Husband of Emma Mae Allen (1903-1998, F: 187296714). His brother Martin 
names his son “Buford Roland Minor.” Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Carrollton, Carroll MO. 
F: 187296700 

• Male Minor, born & died 4 Jul 1899 (found on Ancestry.com family tree) 
 
Half-siblings: by his father’s 2nd marriage, to Ollie – She says she has given birth to 2 children, 2 of 
whom are living, in the 1910 census, but only Sylvia is found in family trees. 

• Sylvia May Minor McPherson Minks, 16 Feb 1905 Mendon, Chariton MO – 10 Jan 
1943 Grand Blanc, Genesee MI. SSN 371-20-4557. On 30 Jun 1921 she married Theodore 
(Ted) Herbert McPherson (1901-1981, F: 149061930), son of James William McPherson & 
Hannah A. Lawrence, in Linneus, Linn MO. A daughter, Juanita Jean McPherson, was born 
19 Feb 1922 Mendon, Chariton MO & died 28 Jun 1991. – On 1 May 1926 in St. Joseph Co. 
IN, Sylvia married Orval Vivian Minks (1905-1961). They had a daughter, Donna Minks (ca. 
1927, d. 20 Mar 2009 Carlsbad, San Diego Co. CA). Died of diabetes. Buried as Sylvia Minks 
in Mendon City Cemetery, Mendon, Chariton MO. F: 57946405 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“St. Louis (MO Post-Dispatch” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 – Martin Minor, private, 100th Aero Squadron, 
Mendon MO was on board Tuscania. 
 
“Ottawa (KS) Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – appearing on a list of survivors, not previously 
reported as saved, is Martin Minor of Mendon MO. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1967 Glendale CA city directory 
Minor, Martin (Viola M.), retired, resident of 723A E. Chevy Chase Dr. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 520-07-5928 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Smith township, Carroll MO 
Willis Minor, 36 MO, Dec 1863, parents b. MO, married 13 years, farmer 
Mattie, 32 MO, Oct 1867, father b. Germany, mother b. MO, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
Buford, 9 MO, Jan 1891, at school 
Roland, 7 MO, Mar 1893, at school 
Martin, 4 MO, Jun 1896 
 
1910 Mendon, Chariton MO – Main St. 
Willis J. Minor, 46 MO, parents b. MO, in 2nd marriage, tinner, metal 
Ollie L., 37 MO, parents b. MO, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Martin, 11 MO 
Sylva M., 5 MO [Willis’s daughter by 2nd wife Ollie] 
Buford, 19 MO, laborer, odd jobs 
Roland, 15 MO, farming, working out 
 
1920 Mendon, Chariton MO 
Wm. J. MINEOR, 52 MO, parents b. MO, contractor, concrete 
Ollie, 47 MO, parents b. MO, restaurant cook 
Sylvia, 14 MO 
 
1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – note reads: landlady guessed at information – appears to read 
“very reticent” – same place in 1935 
Martin Minor, 40 MO, truck driver, laundry 
Helen, 26 MO [wife] 
Jo Ann, 7 OR [daughter] 
 


