
1 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Mills, Henry Thomas (Sr.) 
1887 AL – 1979 AL 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:W34P-YDMM 
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“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 1 

 
Wife Georgia Shirley 
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“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Monday 14 Aug 1911 p 4 

 

 
“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Thursday 11 Jul 1912 p 3 

 

 
“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Friday 20 Jun 1913 p 3 
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Georgia is teaching school & has married Henry Thomas Mills – “Pickens County Herald & 

West Alabamian” (Carrollton AL) Thursday 5 Sep 1918 p 1 
 

 
 

“Pickens County Herald & West Alabamian” (Carrollton AL) Thursday 1 May 1919 p 1 
 

 
“Linden (AL) Democrat-Reporter” Thursday 11 Sep 1930 p 1 
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Opening of school – “Southern Star” (Newton AL) Wednesday 4 Sep 1935 p 8 

 

 
Gordo AL news – “Greene County Democrat” (Eulaw AL) Wednesday 29 Jul 1942 p 1 
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Obituary of Georgia Shirley Mills’s sister Lurie Shirley Free – “Pickens County Herald & 

West Alabamian” (Carrollton AL) Thursday 5 Sep 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Blytheville (AL) Courier News” Tuesday 24 Jul 1951 p 2 
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Obituary of wife Georgia Shirley Mills – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Wednesday 21 Apr 

1976 p 28 

 
Wife Marguerite Jacobs Byram – married 1944 
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Marriage of Henry Thomas Mills to Marguerite Jacobs Byram, both divorced, on 16 Dec 

1944 in Birmingham, Jefferson AL - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61365/images/TH-1-16432-1163-

97?pId=900265120  
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61365/images/TH-1-16432-1163-97?pId=900265120
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61365/images/TH-1-16432-1163-97?pId=900265120
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Obituary of Marguerite Jacobs’s sister Mildred shows Marguerite is not using the Mills 
surname – “Montgomery (AL) Advertiser” Saturday 11 Nov 1989 p 9 

 
Wife Estelle C. Carroll Brown – married 1952 

marriage on 1 May 1952 to Estelle C. Carroll Brown -
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LR9W-SKR  
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Obituary of Estelle’s brother Clyde W. Carroll – “Florence (AL) Herald” Thursday 7 Feb 1957 

p 1, with Mrs. Estelle C. Mills a resident of Birmingham AL 
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“Florence (AL) Herald” Thursday 1 Nov 1962 p 12 

 
Wife Dorothy Alden Radebaugh Gill – married 1968 

 
Marriage on 23 Nov 1968 in Montgomery Co. AL to Dorothy Radebaugh Gill –  

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LR9W-SKR  
 

Children: 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LR9W-SKR
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Death of son Henry Thomas Mills Jr. – “Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Tuesday 29 Mar 1927 p 8 

 

 

 
http://thetartanterror.blogspot.com/2007/08/george-smills-19xx-2007.html 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/stltoday/name/george-mills-obituary?id=2887041 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/stltoday/name/george-mills-obituary?id=2887041
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Marriage on 16 Oct 1943 in Miami FL to 1st wife Frances Ann Evens by George Shirley Mills – 

‘Paducah (KY) Sun-Democrat” Sunday 19 Sep 1943 p 12 
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“Birmingham (AL) News” Friday 15 Oct 1943 p 23 
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“Blytheville (AL) Courier News” Monday 22 May 1950 p 4 

 

 
Obituary of George Shirley Mills’s 1st wife, Frances Ann Evens – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” 

Wednesday 13 Nov 1985 p 16 
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Obituary of George Shirley Mills’s 2nd wife, Margaret T. Free Tisdale Mills – “St. Louis (MO) 

Post-Dispatch” Thursday 1 Apr 2010 p A16 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Absalom Morgan (Tobe) Mills (1850-1937) – “Tuscaloosa (AL) News” 

Monday 8 Feb 1937 p 3 – Find A Grave 52106783 
 

Mother: 
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Presumably Julia is shown with her husband, Absalom Morgan Mills, but picture is 

uncaptioned - On Find A Grave of Julia Ann Roycroft Mills F: 201922457 and at 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/173772587/person/252326433024/media/b0beb1cb-b7ef-41ae-8da2-
fdbd0e751786  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/173772587/person/252326433024/media/b0beb1cb-b7ef-41ae-8da2-fdbd0e751786
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/173772587/person/252326433024/media/b0beb1cb-b7ef-41ae-8da2-fdbd0e751786
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/173772587/person/252326433024/media/b0beb1cb-b7ef-41ae-8da2-fdbd0e751786
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Find A Grave 52106747 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Vester Mills from Find A Grave 98557566 – published in “Tuscaloosa 

(AL) News” 28 Dec 1938 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Fred Anson Mills (1888-1965) – Find A Grave 129624039 – published in 

“Tuscaloosa (AL) News” Thursday 15 Jul 1965 p 15 
 



25 
 

 

 
Obituary of Alla Maye Mills Springer (1900-1924) – “Birmingham (AL) News” Friday 12 Sep 

1924 p 33 
 

Name:  Henry Thomas Mills 
Name variations:  H. Thomas – Thomas - Tom  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250.590 
Entered service from:  Gordon, Houston AL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Henry T. Mills 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. H.T. Mills, Gordo AL 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Henry T. Mills 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Georgia Mills, Gordo AL (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry)      
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Henry Thomas Mills - b. 28 Oct 1887 Elrod AL; res: 
Stewart, Tuscaloosa. Single.  Manager of saw mill, Green Springs Lumber Co., Stewart AL. 
Medium height, slender build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Northport AL 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Oct 1887 Tuscaloosa Co. AL  
Died: 8 Dec 1979 Birmingham, Jefferson AL    
Find A Grave record:  52106814 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL 
Cemetery:  Corinth 
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Tombstone: veteran flat: US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Absalom Morgan (“Tobe”) Mills Jr., 12 Feb 1850 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 7 Feb 1937 Elrod, 
Tuscaloosa AL. Son of Absalom Morgan Mills Sr. & Elizabeth Cotton. Buried in Corinth Cemetery, 
Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Find A Grave:  52106783 
 
Mother: Julia Ann Roycroft Mills, 17 Mar 1852 AL – 30 Apr 1933 Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Daughter of Anson Cameron (Columbus?) Roycroft (1821-1902, F: 11041186) & Catherine Sue 
Booth (1833-1888, F: 11122534). Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Find A Grave:  52106747 
Parents’ marriage: 1 Dec 1874 Tuscaloosa Co. AL 
 
Spouse:  Georgia Shirley Mills, 18 Dec 1887 Pickens Co. AL – 20 Apr 1976 St. Louis, St. Louis Co. 
MO. Daughter of George Shirley (1850-1887) & Sidney Henrietta Jones (1861-1949). – “Birmingham 
(AL) News” Thursday 14 May 1908 p 7 – a degree was granted Tuesday to Tuscaloosa Female 
College graduate Georgia Shirley. - “Montgomery (AL) Advertiser” Thursday 8 Sep 1910 p 12 – the 
State Board of Examiners announces the results of the teacher examinations taken Jul 1910; one of 
those who passed is Georgia Shirley of Gordon AL - Buried in Hargrove Cemetery, Gordo, Pickens 
AL. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  201922457 
Marriage: was married while on Tuscania 24 Jan 1918 as Georgia is his next-of-kin; her Find A Grave 
says married in 1919. Henry says he is single on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft registration. 
 
Spouse: Marguerite Violet Jacobs Byram Mills, reverted to Byram, 21 Apr 1907 Birmingham, 
Jefferson AL – 16 Jun 2003 Harvest, Madison AL. SSN 418-03-4133. Daughter of Albert Collins 
Jacobs & Martha Henning. Married to Aubrey Paul Byram (1901-1995, F: 229654013) on 24 Apr 1926 
in Leeds, Jefferson AL. 
Buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Birmingham, Jefferson AL with surname Byram. 
Spouse Find A Grave:176302812 
Marriage: 16 Dec 1944 Birmingham, Jefferson Co. AL. On their marriage license of 12 Dec 1944, 
Marguerite Byram, b. 21 Apr 1907 in Birmingham AL, was divorced in Birmingham AL in 1934. She 
was age 37, an accountant, residing at 3120 – 11th Ave. N, Birmingham AL, daughter of Albert 
Cooper Jacobs & Martha H. Henning. H.T. Mills, b. 28 Oct 1887 Elrod AL, was divorced in 
Greensboro AL in 1941. He was age 57, an accountant, residing at 606 – 12th St. SW, Birmingham 
AL, son of A.M. Mills & Julia Roycroft. It was the 2nd marriage for both & both were divorced. They 
were married 16 Dec 1944 by minister Cecil S. Ward. 
 
Spouse: Estelle C. Carroll Brown. Daughter of J.T. (or Thomas) Carroll & Mary Rhodes.  In the 1953 
Birmingham AL city directory, Henry T. Mills (wife Estelle C.), a public high school teacher, resides 
at 1701 Princeton Ave. SW. Mrs. Estelle C. Mills has a separate entry as a seamstress at Porter 
Clothing, with the same residence. Is she the Estelle Mills whose obituary (unseen) appeared in the 
“Huntsville (AL) Times” 20 Jun 2006? 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 1 May 1952 Jefferson, Marengo AL. Divorced Nov 1956 in Winston Co. AL – Henry T. Mills 
& Estelle Mills.  
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Spouse: Dorothy Alden Radebaugh Gill Mills Hutto, 1 Mar 1909 Meigs Co. OH – 13 Dec 1998. 
Married on 17 Nov 1928 in Harrison Co. WV to Carl Curry Gill (1907-1967, F: 210282665). Married in 
1968 to Henry Thomas Mills. Buried with surname Hutto in Jefferson Memorial Gardens East, 
Trussville, Jefferson AL. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  176487456 
Marriage: 1968 
 
Children: 

• Henry Thomas Mills Jr., 25 Mar 1920 Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL – 29 Mar 1927 Northport, 
Tuscaloosa AL. Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 52106823 

• George Shirley Mills, 4 Dec 1921 Gordo, Pickens AL – 25 May 2007 Kirkwood, St. Louis MO. 
SSN 181-16-6640. Experimental test pilot & engineer for McDonnell Douglas Corp. 
Husband of Frances Ann Evens (1923-1985), daughter of Roy Courtland & Fanny H. Evens. 
They married on 15 or 16 Oct 1943 in Miami FL. - Husband of Margaret T. Free Tisdale. – 
“Montgomery (AL) Advertiser” Sunday 21 May 1939 p 6 – graduation of Coffee County High 
Schools, Enterprise AL, on 29 May 1939 includes George Shirley Mills. – “Clarksville (TN) 
Leaf-Chronicle” Saturday 21 Mar 1942 p 1 – George Shirley Mills of Gordo AL enrolled in the 
Austin Peay Normal School’s 1942 spring class in civilian pilot training. – “Paducah (KY) 
Sun-Democrat” Sunday 27 Jun 1943 p 1 – George Shirley Mills, former Murray State College 
student, won his Navy wings as a flier. – “Pickens County Herald & West Alabamian” 
(Carrollton AL) Thursday 17 Jul 1947 p 8 – one of the Pickens County AL students at the 
University summer school is George Shirley Mills of Gordo AL. 

 
Siblings:  

• Milus Edgar Mills (Sr.), 4 Nov 1875 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 19 Nov 1947 Tuscaloosa, 
Tuscaloosa AL. Husband of Annie Laura Mayfield (1877-1955, F: 52106642). She was the 
daughter of Ezekiel Mayfield & Matilda Elizabeth Mills. Matilda Mills Mayfield was the 
daughter of Absalom Morgan Mills Sr. & the sister of Milus’s father Absalom Morgan Mills 
Jr., so Milus & Annie were 1st cousins. Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. F; 
52106630 

• Catherine E. (Kitty) Mills White, 26 Feb 1877 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 18 Jul 1981 Northport, 
Tuscaloosa AL. Married in 1898 to William Matthew (“Willie”) White (1865-1955, F; 
106884839). Buried in Dunns Creek Baptist Church Cemetery, Echola, Tuscaloosa AL. F; 
153031997 

• Velma Mills Mayfield, 5 Mar 1879 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 18 Mar 1957 Delray Beach, Palm 
Beach FL. Wife of Elias Obediah Mayfield (1871-1942, F: 81550609) whom she married in 
1910. Elias was the son of Robert Joseph Mayfield & Sarah Elizabeth Englebert. Buried in 
Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 81550744 

•   Ada Mills Berry, 21 Jun 1881 Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL – 9 Mar 1977 Northport, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Wife of Samuel L. Berry (1881-1968, F; 52106673). Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, 
Tuscaloosa AL. B: 52106652 

• James Samuel (“Sam”) Mills, 30 Oct 1882 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 18 Apr 1974 Tuscaloosa, 
Tuscaloosa AL. Husband of Margaret Ann Fort (1888-1953, F: 134352454). Buried in 
Tuscaloosa Memorial Park, Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 134352423 

• Vester Mills, 23 Dec 1884 Echola, Tuscaloosa AL – 28 Dec 1938 Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL, sharing his tombstone with his twin Veler 
Mills, born the day before him & died 18 Jun 1892. F:98557566 
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• Veler Mills, 22 Dec 1884 Echola, Tuscaloosa AL – 18 Jun 1892 Echola, Tuscaloosa AL. 
Shares tombstone with twin Vester Mills, born the day after. Uncertain if male or female. 
Buried in Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 52106699 

• Fred Anson Mills, 29 Dec 1888 – 14 Jul 1965. WWI veteran. Husband of Katie B. Clements 
(1890-1983, F: 129624064). Buried in Williamson Cemetery, Northport, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 
129624039 

• Alla Maye Mills Springer, 6 Feb 1900 Tuscaloosa Co. AL – 9 Sep 1924 Selma, Douglas AL. 
Wife of Charles Tillman (C.T.) Springer (1898-1977, F: 81272619). They had 2 children: 
Margaret Springer (Varner) (1921-2015) & Jack Griffin Springer (1924-2001). Following Alla’s 
death, Charles married in 1925 to Rebecca Eugenia Campbell (1901-1965). Alla is buried in 
Corinth Cemetery, Elrod, Tuscaloosa AL. F: 52106685 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Tuscaloosa (AL) News" 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - well-known by locals, Henry Thomas Mills, left 
with the 1st draftees from Tuscaloosa 19 Sep 1917. Went to Camp Pike AR, then Camp 
Wheeler GA, then WashingtonD.C. Was reared at Gordo AL & has a large family there. 
Engaged in the lumber business with his brother Fred A. Mills, with offices in Alston Bldg., 
Tuscaloosa. A cable came saying he was safe in Ireland, but no other 
communication besides newspaper reports. His wife is living in Carrollton where she is a 
public school teacher. 
 
"Tuscaloosa News" 13 Mar 1918 p 1 - letter from Henry to brother Fred, the 1st news since 
the “NY Times” article, landed in Ireland, now in England where letter was written 13 Feb 
1918. He says he was safe on land almost by the time ship hit the bottom [not accurate, as 
it took several hours for any rescue ship to reach northern Ireland]. Received, no harm or 
injury. Thought of his family & "where do I go from here?" but had taken his comfort kit with 
him so he saved practically all he owned except what the government had issued. The Irish 
are very nice. Beautiful scenery, with similar weather to AL except warmer & rainier. Has 
not seen his chums.   
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Mitchells, Tuscaloosa AL 
Head of household: A. Mills, 60 AL, Feb 1850, parents b. AL, married 26 years, farmer 
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Julia, 48 AL, Mar 1862, father b. NC, mother b. AL, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
Milus, 24 AL, Nov 1875, at school 
Velma, 21 AL, Mar 1879, at school 
Ada, 18 AL, Jun 1881, at school 
Samuel, 16 AL, Oct 1883, at school 
Vesta, 15 AL, Dec 1885, at school [son – i.e. Vester] 
Thomas, 12 AL, Oct 1887, at school [Henry Thomas] 
Frederick, 11 AL, Dec 1888, at school 
Allie May, 9 AL, Feb 1900 
[the 9th child, Catherine/Kitty, was married in1898 & Veler died in 1892] 
 
1910 Mitchell, Tuscaloosa AL – Elrod Rd. 
Absalom M. Mills, 60 AL, parents b. GA, married 35 years, farmer, general farm 
Julia A., 58 AL, father b. NC, mother b. AL, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
J. Samuel, 27 AL, farm laborer, home farm 
H. Thomas, 22 AL, farm laborer, home farm 
Velma, 21 AL, farm laborer, home farm 
Frederick A., 21 AL 
Allamae, 10 AL 
 
1920 Crossland, Tuscaloosa AL 
Thomas Mills, 32 AL, parents b. AL, salesman, commissary 
Georgia Mills, 32 AL, father b. AL, mother b. TN [wife] 
Morgan E. White, 20 AL, parents b. AL, laborer, lumber mill [lodger] 
Morgan Mayfield, 23 AL, parents b. AL, laborer, lumber mill [lodger] 
 
1930 Horse Creek, Marengo AL 
Henry T. Mills, 42 AL, father b. AL, mother b. TN, age 29 at 1st marriage, teacher, public school. “No” 
is written to question if he is a veteran. All men on this page answer “no” – which is unlikely. 
Georgia S., 42 AL, parents b. AL, age 24 (blurry) at 1st marriage, teacher, public school 
George S., 8 AL 
 


