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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA  

 

Miller, William Sheppard (Sr.) 
1894 VA – 1987 VA 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-23WJ-

X?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSFP-TW2M 
Father: 
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From Find A Grave 165076653 
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Obituary of William Sheppard Miller – “Newport (VA) News” Daily Press” Monday 30 Mar 

1987 p 26 
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VA death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_
0225-00072?pId=1927723 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Emma Glidden Jones Miller – “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” Monday 

8 Oct 1956 p 13 
 

Wife: 

 
Engagement of William Sheppard Miller to Grace Fitzhugh Harrison – “Richmond (VA) 

Times Dispatch” Monday 3 Apr 1922 p 5 
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Wedding of William Sheppard Miller & Grace Fitzhugh Harrison in Trinity Church, 

Fredericksburg VA, on 25 Jun 1922 – “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 26 Jun 1922 p 4 
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Obituary of his wife Grace Fitzhugh Harrison Miller, who was also a veteran of WWI, serving 

in the US Navy – “Newport News (VA) Daily Press” Tuesday 5 Jun 1973 p 25 
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Obituary of father-in-law James G. Harrison – “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday 21 

Jan 1940 p 12 
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Son: 

 

 
William Sheppard Miller Jr., Virginia Agricultural & Mechanical College & Polytechnic 

Institute (Blacksburg VA), 1949 yearbook -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40391_b70244-

00069?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=274051269 
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VA marriage record of son William Sheppard Miller Jr. to Katharine Illing Oldfield on 11 Sep 

1954 in Norfolk VA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_182029001786_

0479-00101?pId=116801630 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_182029001786_0479-00101?pId=116801630
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_182029001786_0479-00101?pId=116801630
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Obituary of son William Sheppard Miller Jr. – “Southside Sentinel” (Urbanna VA) 21 Apr 
1977 p 13 - https://virginiachronicle.com/cgi-bin/virginia?a=d&d=SSE19770421.1.15&e=---
----en-20--1--txt-txIN--------  
 

 

https://virginiachronicle.com/cgi-bin/virginia?a=d&d=SSE19770421.1.15&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN--------
https://virginiachronicle.com/cgi-bin/virginia?a=d&d=SSE19770421.1.15&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN--------
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Obituary of daughter-in-law Katherine Illing Oldfield Miller - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pilotonline/name/katharine-miller-

obituary?id=28356725 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Marriage of sister Edith Earl Miller to Frank Maynard Headley in 1910 – “Richmond (VA) 

Times Dispatch” Thursday 6 Oct 1910 p 5 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pilotonline/name/katharine-miller-obituary?id=28356725
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pilotonline/name/katharine-miller-obituary?id=28356725
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Obituary of brother-in-law Frank Maynard Headley, d. 15 Jul 1953 – “Richmond (VA) Times 

Dispatch” Thursday 16 Jul 1953 p 23 
 

 
Obituary of brother Robert Ashby Miller – “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Tuesday 31 Dec 

1940 p 20 
 



16 
 

 

 
Amended birth record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_
0282-00194?pId=8387703  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_0282-00194?pId=8387703
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006074_0282-00194?pId=8387703
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VA death record of Raleigh William C. Allison - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006056_
0194-00355?pId=451550400  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006056_0194-00355?pId=451550400
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006056_0194-00355?pId=451550400
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https://peninsulagenealogy.wordpress.com/louise-allison/  

 
Life: 

 

 
On his US Veterans Administration Military Index card, William’s address is 3208 

Presstman St., Baltimore MD - “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Wednesday 30 Jan 1924 p 16 
 

 
“Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday 19 Jul 1925 p 44 

 
 
 

Name:  William Sheppard Miller (Sr.) 
Name variations:  W. Sheppard Miller, Sheppard Miller  

https://peninsulagenealogy.wordpress.com/louise-allison/


19 
 

 

Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,239 
Entered service from:  Urbanna, Middlesex VA  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William S. Miller 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father W.F. Miller, Urbanna VA [i.e. William F.] 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919  
Sailed on return ship as: William S. Miller 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Emma G. Miller, Urbanna VA (sgt, HQ Det., 6th 
Bn, 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Sheppard Miller - b. 25 Oct 1894 Urbanna VA; 
res: 304 W. 13th St., Norfolk, Norfolk VA. Single. Pay roll & shipping clerk, J. Green, 
secretary, Johnson Co./Norfolk Co. Tall in height with medium build.    
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1522 Bolling Ave., Norfolk VA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Sheppard Miller - b. 25 Oct 1894 Urbanna VA; 
res: 1522 Bolling Ave., Norfolk VA. NOK Mrs. W.S. Miller, same address. Employed at 
Addington Beaman Lumber Co., 915 Bank of Commerce Building, Norfolk VA. Card signed 
W.S. Miller. Height: 6’1” – 192 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 4 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 10 Jun 1919 
Address:  3208 Presstman St., Baltimore MD 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, HQ Detachment, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Oct 1894 Urbanna, Middlesex VA  
Died: 27 Mar 1987 Norfolk City VA    
Find A Grave record: 20411899 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location Christchuch, Middlesex VA 
Cemetery:  Christ Church 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: William Francis Miller, May 1865 Gloucester Co. VA – 7 Mar 1922. Son of Dee Miller & 
Mariah Thornton. He was the manager of Mrs. Taylor’s store at Urbanna VA, when he was killed by a 
tree limb that fell over the road during a wine & rain storm. His body was found 2 hours later. Buried 
in Christ Church Cemetery, Christchurch, Middlesex VA. 
Find A Grave:  165076653 
 
Mother: Emma (Eunice) Glidden Jones Miller, 31 Aug 1867 Middlesex Co. VA – 7 Oct 1956 
Christchurch, Middlesex VA. Daughter of Lewis Jones (1833-1915) & Maria Louise Ashby (1840-
1924). Buried in Christ Church Cemetery, Christchurch, Middlesex VA. 
Find A Grave:  20411796. 
Parents’ marriage:  14 Feb 1888 Saluda, Middlesex VA (daughter Louise’s birth record says 1887) 
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Spouse: Grace Fitzhugh Harrison Miller, 5 Jul 1898 Fredericksburg City VA – 4 Jun 1973 Norfolk City 
VA. Daughter of James Gardner Madison (1876-1940) & Addie Cornelia Ellis (1880-1959). Buried in 
Christ Church Cemetery, Christchurch, Middlesex VA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  20411933 
Marriage:  24 Jun 1922 Fredericksburg VA at Trinity Church. On their marriage license: William 
Sheppard Miller, age 26, b. Urbanna VA, son of William Sheppard [Miller] & Eunice G. Sheppard 
[Miller]. Grace Fitzhugh Harrison, age 23, b. Fredericksburg VA, daughter of J.M. Harrison & Addie 
G. Harrison. 
 
Children: 

• William Sheppard Miller, Jr., 6 Jun 1924 VA – 12 Apr 1977 VA. Husband of Katherine Illing 
(“Kaye”) Oldfield (7 Oct 1933 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 20 Dec 2009 VA, F: 78566837). They 
married 11 Sep 1954. She was the daughter of Charles Belding Oldfield Jr. (1891-1985, F: 
120881629) & Marguerite Illing (1891-1964, F: 49346553). Both are buried in Christ Church 
Cemetery, Christchurch, Middlesex VA. F: 20415229 

 
Siblings: William was the 3rd of 4 children. 

• Edith Earl Miller Headley, 24 Jun 1888 VA – 28 Sep 1966 Richmond City VA. Wife of Frank 
Maynard Headley (1885-1953) whom she married 20 Oct 1910. Buried in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Richmond, Richmond City VA. F: 116682972  

• Ashby Robert Miller, 24 Feb 1892 (1893 on tombstone) Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 29 
Dec 1940 Urbanna, Middlesex VA. SSN 224-12-3492. Husband of Ann Miller. Served in 
WWI. Buried in Christ Church Cemetery, Christchurch, Middlesex VA.  F: 20405635 

• Maria Louise Miller Allison, 25 Mar 1902 Middlesex Co. or Gloucester Co. VA – 1 Feb 1989 
Gloucester Co. VA (in Riverside Middle Peninsula Hospital). Wife of Raleigh William C. 
Allison (1902-1972), son of Raleigh M. Allison & Ada A. Bryant (F: 152722642). Survived by a 
daughter & a son. Buried in Farnham Baptist Church Cemetery, Downings, Richmond Co. 
VA. F: 92607258  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Newport News (VA) Daily Press” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Tuscania survivors: William 
S. Miller, Urbana [sic] VA.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Newport News [VA] Daily Press" 30 Mar 1987 p 26 - William Sheppard Miller, Sr., age 92, of 
Hampton Blvd., b. Rosegill, Middlesex VA, retired from Addington Beaman Lumber Co., 
survived by sister & 3 grandchildren, services at Christ Church  
Cemetery 31 Mar  
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Social Security number:  225-07-0223 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pine Top district, Middlesex Co. VA 
Willie Miller, 35 VA, May 1865, parents b. VA, married 12 years, oyster inspector 
Emma, 32 VA, Aug 1868, parents b. VA, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Edith, 10 VA, Apr 1890, at school 
Robert, 8 VA, Feb 1892 
Sheppard, 6 VA, May 1894 
The next census entry is for Lewis & Maria Jones & their children Ashley, Eddie & Walter Jones – the 
parents & siblings of Emma Jones Miller. 
 
1910 Saluda, Middlesex VA – bridge through Rosegill farm to Christ Church Rappahannock Rd. 
William F. Miller, 45 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, commercial traveler, 
coffee & tea 
Emma G., 43 VA, father b. VA, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Robert A., 17 VA 
William S., 15 VA, farm laborer, home farm 
Maria L., 8 VA 
 
1920 Norfolk, Norfolk VA – 730 Boissevain 
Shephard Miller, 25 VA, parents b. VA, single, clerk, lumber company 
Boards with Lywn S. & Minnie Brick house & several other boarders 
 
1930 Norfolk, Norfolk VA –  
Wm. S. Miller, 34 VA, parents b. VA, age 28 at 1st marriage, working in wholesale lumber, WWI 
veteran 
Grace H., 31 VA, parents b. VA, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Wm. S., Jr., 5 VA 
 
1940 Norfolk, Norfolk VA – 7522 Bolling Ave. – same place in 1935 
William S. Miller, 45 VA, assistant secretary, wholesale lumber company 
Grace H., 41 VA 
William S. Jr., 15 VA 
 


