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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
   

Miller, William Jennings 
1897 CA – 1949 CA 

    
    

  
 

“San Francisco Examiner” Monday 14 Mar 1949 p 15 
 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019551-

00836?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236348   
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019551-00836?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236348
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019551-00836?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB36073&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236348
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406272_05

07-00830?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1648965  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-23RG-

Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSVB-Q66Z 
 

Wife: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406272_0507-00830?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1648965
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406272_0507-00830?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1648965


4 
 

 

 

 
Marriage of William Jennings Miller & Anita Eliza Reed on 14 Feb 1920 in San Francisco, San 

Francisco CA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56G-
XST?i=290&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQLHM-MH3F 

 
  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56G-XST?i=290&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQLHM-MH3F
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G56G-XST?i=290&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQLHM-MH3F
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Death of Anita Eliza Reed Miller Silva’s 2nd husband, Frank Silva, on 15 Dec 1958 in Oakland, 

Alameda CA, listing William Miller’s daughter Marcelle Miller Little as his daughter (not 
stepdaughter) – “San Rafael (CA) Independent Journal” Tuesday 16 Dec 1958 p 6 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6768135:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9cd47c9cb1f9502040c34bd9539618f6&_phsrc=
hFB36085&_phstart=successSource  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6768135:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9cd47c9cb1f9502040c34bd9539618f6&_phsrc=hFB36085&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6768135:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9cd47c9cb1f9502040c34bd9539618f6&_phsrc=hFB36085&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6768135:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9cd47c9cb1f9502040c34bd9539618f6&_phsrc=hFB36085&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of former father-in-law Walter Norman Reed, indicating his ex-wife Anita is now 

married to Silver (or Silva?) – “San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 4 Jan 1950 p 15 
 
 

 
In this obituary of her father Walter Norman Reed, Anita is married to a Silva – “San 

Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 4 Jan 1950 p 15 
 

Daughter: 
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Obituary of daughter Marcelle Grace Miller Little – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Friday 16 Aug 2013 p 
A13 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/638037144/?article=f3efe3af-80f1-467f-bf44-
934619a0b413 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/221722689:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=14930955&pid=352068684861 
 

 
Marriage license of John Edgar Little & Marcelle Grace Miller – “The Californian” (Salinas 

CA) Tuesday 4 Jan 1944 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/221722689:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=14930955&pid=352068684861
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/221722689:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=14930955&pid=352068684861


10 
 

 

 
This obituary of Marcelle Miller Little’s son Robert Linden Little notes he was employed by 
the family-owned George W. Reed & Associates of San Francisco CA; the maiden name of 

Marcelle’s mother was Reed – “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 20 Apr 1990 p 25 
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“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” Wednesday 15 Mar 1967 p 20 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Veronica Ashea Dietrich Miller Foley Shea Mosegaard– “San Rafael (CA) 

Daily Independent Journal” Thursday 2 Apr 1959 p 9 
 

 
Death of mother Veronica’s husband Michael F. Shea – “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 

9 Apr 1939 p 23 
     "

 
Obituary of his mother Veronica Diedrich’s sister Katherine Dietrich Hardenbrook, wife of 
Edford Perry (“Edward”) Hardenbrook (1883-1951, F: 111124164) on 25 Aug 1921 in San 
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Francisco CA - “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 26 Aug 1921 p 4 – Her name is also found 
as Corine Katherine 

 
Half-brother: 

 
“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” Monday 10 Aug 1964 p 5 

 
Half-sister: 

 

 
Marriage license of Veronica Shea & Archie McCallum – “San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 

5 Aug 1941 p 15 
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Is this him? On his WWII (1942) draft card, William lists the warden of San Quentin Prison 

as the person who will always know his address, but then says he is employed at WJ Millers 
Store in San Quentin – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Tuesday 9 Jul 1940 p 16 
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“Marysville (CA) Appeal-Democrat” Monday 23 Nov 1942 p 3 

 
Name:  William Jennings Miller 
Name variations: note: there are 2 men named William Miller on board  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,024 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William J. Miller 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Veronica Shea, 141 Buchanan St., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on:  "Mauretania" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: William J. Miller 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Veronica Shea, 141 Buchanan St., San 
Francisco CA (pvt, 167th Aero Squadron)   
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Jennings Miller - b. 1 Jan 1897 San Francisco 
CA; res: 60 Terrace Ave., San Anselmo, Marin CA. NOK Warden Clinton T. Duffy, San 
Quentin CA. [Clinton Truman Duffy was the warden of San Quentin Prison from 1940-
1952]. Employed at WJ Millers Store, San Quentin, Marin CA. Height 6’ – 168 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  27 Nov 1917 
Discharged: 22 Dec 1918 
Address:  38 Harper St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit:  private, 167th Aero Squadron Prov Co 6 
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Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Jan 1897 San Francisco CA (CA Death Index: 1 Jan 1896) 
Died: 11 Mar 1949 San Francisco, San Francisco CA     
Find A Grave record:  3610369 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Golden Gate 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: California Pvt 167 Aero Sq WWI 
 
Father:  John Miller is listed on William’s marriage license. He was born in CA, according to 
William’s responses on census forms. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Veronica Ashea or G. Dietrich (Dietrick) Miller Foley Shea Mosegaard, 14 Jan 1879 CA – 1 
Apr 1959 Alameda Co. CA. Her father’s surname was Dietrich, her mother’s Wach. SSN 554-32-
0245 
Her father was born in Germany, her mother in Louisiana. 
John Miller is listed on William’s marriage license as his father. She says she was age 16 at her 1st 
marriage; she was about 16 years old when she gave birth to William Miller. 
By a man named Foley, had son Thomas G. Foley. Her son was born 11 May 1905 CA. 
By Michael F. Shea, b. ca. 1876 CA, Veronica had daughter Veronica Shea, born 4 Dec 1911. 
Michael Shea says he was age 31 at his 1st marriage, which would compute to ca. 1911 if his 
marriage to Veronica was his 1st.  Michael Shea d. 8 Apr 1939 San Francisco, San Francisco CA & is 
buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 107707557. 
In the 1930 & 1940 censuses, she is listed as Gussie. 
Married to Alfred Christ Mosegaard (1890-1961, F: 3612512). In the 1956 San Leandro CA city 
directory, Alfred C. & Veronica A. Mosegaard lived at 937 Helen Ave. 
Buried with Alfred, surname Mosegaard, in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bernardino, San 
Mateo CA. 
Find A Grave:  3612513 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Anita Eliza Reed Miller Silva, 14 Jan 1898 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 27 Jul 1977 
Marin Co. CA. SSN 546-30-7508. Daughter of Walter Norman Reed (1863-1950) & Alice Grace 
Maude Doran (1875-1950). 
After her marriage to William Miller, Anita married Frank Silva. He died 15 Dec 1958 & is buried in 
Sunrise Memorial Cemetery, Valley, Solano CA but not on Find A Grave as of 11 Jan 2022. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  14 Feb 1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
 
Children: 

• Marcelle Grace Miller Little, 12 Nov 1922 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 7 Aug 2013 
Sonoma Co. CA. Married on 3 Jan 1944 in Carmel, Monterey CA to John Edgar Little Jr., son 
of John Edgar Little Sr. & Celia Mabel Haynes (1918 OK – 2006 CA). John Jr. is buried in 
Wilburton Cemetery, Wilburton, Latimer OK. F: 25322118. - Resident of San Rafael CA in 
Mar 1949 when her father died. 

 
Half-brother: by his mother’s marriage/relationship with a man named Foley 
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• Thomas George Foley, 11 May 1905 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 9 Mar 1983 Marin 
Co. CA. SSN 558-09-0456. His CA death record identifies mother’s maiden name as 
Dietrich. In 1940 census of San Francisco, San Francisco CA, Thomas Foley, 34 CA, 
salesman, retail, lived at 1430 – 17th Ave. with wife Norine, 32 Salt Lake & sons, Barry (4 CA) 
& Robert (2 CA). They had lived in the same place in 1935. – His wife was Norine Grace Kay, 
b. 18 Dec 1907 (Find A Grave record date is incorrect) in Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co. UT to 
Joseph D. Kay (b. Davenport IA) & Jennie L. Jetter (b. Milwaukee WI), SSN 556-38-9999. 
Norine’s birth record found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9172/images/42880_b160140-
03038?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=36801. She died 6 
May 1997 & is buried with Thomas in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin 
CA, F: 113204355.  -On his WWII (1942) draft form, his NOK is wife Mrs. Norine Foley, they 
live at 1430 – 17th Ave., San Francisco CA & Thomas works for Sterling Furniture Co., 1049 
Market St., San Francisco CA. He is 5’11” tall & weighs 145 pounds. - Resident of Kentfield 
CA in Apr 1959 when his mother died. – Norine reports Thomas missing in Aug 1964 (see 
newspaper article copied above). – When their son Barry Lee Foley is engaged to Ruth 
Gloria Verhey (“San Rafael Daily Independent Journal” Thursday 28 Apr 1966 p 19), Norine 
resides in San Rafael CA & Thomas in San Francisco CA. – Their son Robert George Foley 
dies 30 Aug 1995 & was a prominent Sacramento CA attorney “(Sacramento Bee” Thursday 
31 Aug 1995 p 29). Buried in Mount Olivet Catholic Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. F: 
113204357 

 
Half-sister: by his mother’s marriage to Michael F. Shea 

• Veronica D. (or Evelyn) Shea McCallum, 4 Dec 1911 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 12 
Aug 1983 Alameda Co. CA.  SSN 553-20-3807. Wife of Archie Mathew McCallum (15 Sep 
1909 Canada – 11 Jul 1988 Contra Costa Co. CA), son of Archie McCallum & Alice 
Stevenson, SSN 566-18-7551. – Veronica was a resident of San Leandro CA in Apr 1959 
when her mother died.  Her CA death record lists her mother’s maiden name as Diedrick. 

• Loreen Shea, ca. 1913 CA. Listed as age 27, living with mother Veronica (“Gussie”) & sister 
Veronica (age 28) in San Francisco CA at 40 Harper.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
1923 San Francisco CA city directory 
Miller, Wm. J. (Anita), laundry workers, resident of 237 Precita Ave. 
 
1927 San Francisco CA city directory 
Miller, Wm. J. (Anita), chauffeur, resident of 38 Harper 
 
1928 San Francisco CA city directory 
Miller, Wm. J. (Anita), chauffeur, resident of 38 Harper 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9172/images/42880_b160140-03038?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=36801
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9172/images/42880_b160140-03038?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=36801
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“San Anselmo (CA) Herald” Thursday 11 Jan 1934 p 3 – William Jennings Miller was installed as an 
office on Saturday night at the Masonic Temple of Marin Lodge No. 1919 F&AM 
 
“Stockton (CA) Independent” Wednesday 10 Dec 1935 p 3 – new officers of 4 Masonic lodges of 
Stockton will be installed, among them William Jennings Miller as marshal of Morning Star Lodge 
No. 68. 
 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
“San Francisco Examiner" 14 Mar 1949 p 15 - d. in San Francisco, funeral 15 Mar, burial 
Golden Gate. Survived by daughter Mrs. John E. Little (San Rafael), sister [half-sister] Mrs. 
A.M. McCallum & brother Thomas G. Foley [half-brother]  
 
Social Security number:  565-26-8017 
 
Censuses: 
 
Cannot locate 1900 & 1910 censuses 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Humboldt 
Michael Shea, 44 (41?) MA, parents b. Ireland, teamster, draying 
Veronica Shea, 39 CA, father b. Germany, mother b. LA [wife] 
William J. Miller, 23 CA, parents b. CA, salesman, baking company [son – that is stepson] 
Thomas Shea, 14 CA, father b. MA, mother b. CA [son – this is Thomas Foley] 
Veronica Shea, 8 CA, father b. MA, mother b. CA 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 40 Harper St. 
William J. Miller, 33 CA, parents b. CA, age 23 at 1st marriage, occupation: none, the portion about 
being a veteran was left blank 
Anita E., 32 CA, father b. England, mother b. CA, occupation: none 
Marcelle G., 7 CA, parents b. CA 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 339 Carl St. – his mother & half-siblings 
Michael F. Shea, 50 MA, parents b. southern Ireland, age 31 at 1st marriage, teamster, draying 
Gussie V. Shea, 49 CA, father b. Germany, mother b. LA, age 16 at 1st marriage [wife – i.e. Veronica] 
Thomas G. Foley, 24 CA, parents b. CA, salesman, soap company [stepson] 
Veronica G. Shea, 18 CA, father b. MA, mother b. CA, clerk/stenographer, bank [daughter] 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 40 Harper – same house in 1935 
Gussie Shea, 61 CA 
Veronica, 28 CA, single, stenographer, bank 
Loreen, 27 CA, single, stenographer, bank 
 


