DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
Theresearch hasnotbeen completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b = born
d=died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Michels, Leo Vincent
1894 NY - 1974 NY
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LOOKOUTS. On 24hour duty atop the new County
Courthouse in Mincola, these air raid spotters pierce the dark
skics ever watchful for the possibility of attacking bombers.
With bmoculars 15 Leo V. Michels, Mincola Legion Post.
Helping him keep watch are Dan Duggan and George Lind-
sav, Sca Scout Ship 17, Nincola.  All over the county volun-
teer wardens are keeping vigil.

“Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY) Tuesday9 Dec 1941 p 5
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Wichels lea. Y 250,097 ‘hite

(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (Race: White or colored)
Residence: , Fastwood QOnondaga NEW YORK
(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)
*Enlisted in RA Ft Slocum NY May 15/16 -
1 Born 1‘n . eracuse NY 21 9/_12 yrs =
Organizations: Tp M 2nd Cav to Nov 1/16; Ha 213 Lero Sq AS -
to June 10/19; 680 lero Sg AS to disch
Grades: Pvt lel July 11/12; Corp Oct 1/17; Szt July 15/18;

Pvt Feb 1/19

Engagements: 2y L

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None. .
1 Served overseas: Jan 24 /‘l{’; to llay 31/19 o
§ Hon. disch. Jan 25/20 3CD —

Was reported 50 per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.

Remarks: L ==

NY, WWI military record -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808 1120704930 04
24-
00745?usePUB=true& phsrc=hFB35340& phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=2
36148
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U.S., Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916
Miami (FL) - Morris, Fort (FL) > 1820-1916
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Son:



Home From Asiatic
Fighting Front

Mineola—Iome from a secret
military mission in New Cuinea,
Pfe. Arthur T, Michels, 23, of
13§ Jerome Ave., here, has lots

of exciting tales to tcll his father
and mother, Mr. and Mis. Leo
Michels.

Young Michels went to New
CGumea as an aide to a supenor
officcr and lus remiiscences
abound with tales of Jap snipcrs
being shot from trecs.

A former Grumman cmplove, ,
he says that upon one occasion
the bomber in which he was
flown overscas was attacked by
a swarm of Japanese Zcrocs,
When a flight of Grummuan
\Wildcats came in view the Zcros
flew away without firing a <hot,
he savs,

He set out for New Guinca on
Fch, S5 of this vear, exacthv 25
vears before his father had been
torpedoed aboard the ship “Tue
cania” while serving i \Warld
War L

Michels is now <ationed ot
Camp Anza, Cal, thongh he will
remain home on firlough it
Sunday. He was graduated from
Mincola Thgh School.

Michels 18 now <ationed ot
Camp Anza, Cal, thongh he will
remain home on fuilongh wntil
v Sunday.  He was graduated from
Mincola High School.
Leo’s son Arthur Thomas Michels sets out for warin New Guinea 25 years to the day after

Leo survived the sinking of Tuscania — “Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY)
Wednesday 2Jun 1943 p 6



REGISTRATION CARD

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER
€ 94 Arthur Thomas Michels |D-38&
(First) (Middle) (Last)
2. PLACE OF RESIDENCE (Print)
10 Second Street, Ifineola Nassau New York
(Number and street) (Town, township, village, or city) (County) (Btate)

[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

MAILING ADDRESS
° As above c
{ Mailing nddroos if othor than place indicated on line 8. If samo imaert word oamel
4. TELEPHONE 5. AGE IN YEARS 6. PLACE OF BIRTH 7. OCCUPATION
Garden City 2 Mineola 1. :
DATE OF BIRTH (Town or county) umber S
5950 April 10 1920 New York _ Helper 1l
(Exch ) (Number) (Mo.) (Day) (Yr.) (State or country)
8. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS
______;‘i'r§;_-Blanche__Lf;cnelLS,,--lQ-.S.e.g_ nd_St. Mineola, New York
9. EMPLOYER'S NAME AND ADDRESS
L. M. Kipp, 301 Mineola Blvd.. ... Mineola, New York
10. PLACE OF Emr.omzm OR BUSINESS
As _Above
(Numbor and street or R. F. D. number) ~ (Town) (County) __(State) |
I ArrieM Tuar I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ARE TRUE. |

D. S. 8. Form 1 16—21630 .dd%n M/

(Revised 6-9-41) (ove:) " (Registrant's signature)




DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT
(Approx.) (Approx.) COMPLEXION
Lt
White X 5 : < 137 Sallow
‘ EYES HAIR Light <
Negro Blue Blonde Ruddy
Gray Red Dark
Oriental Hazel Brown Freckled
Brown X | Black X Light brown
Indian Black Gray Dark brown
Bald Black

Registrar for Local Board__________ '.7_ ':1:5. ......
(Number)

Date of registration ---_--------__;__-_EIQ;‘J--J.- -J—QI-}J.- .....................
Selective Service
Local Board #715
Municipal Building
Mineola, Nassau coungbALBY

P OF L OARD)

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44028_08_00053-
00331?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35332&_ phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pld=3
03993940

Uncle Joseph Michels:

From Casetext: Smarter Legal Research

Matter of Newell



Case Details

Full title: In the Matter of
JAMES E. NEWELL, an
Attorney, Respondent

Court: Appesllate Division of
the Supreme Court of New
York, Fourth Depariment

Date published: Jul5, 1916
Summary

In Matter of Newell (174 App. Div. 94) the court said: "Unless the members of
our profession are prepared to abandon the traditions which have entitled it to
be regarded as an honorable calling, unless we are prepared to yield to the
notion that the members of our profession have our sanction to prey upon
society, we should not hesitate to condemn the practices proven against the
respondent in this case.”



PER CURIAM:

The petition herein, verified February 24, 1915, was filed March 17, 1915, and
the answer thereto was filed on the same day. The matter was referred to the
Honorable Charles A. Hawley, a counselor of this court, to take the proofs
and return the same to this court together with his opinion thereon, by an
order entered March 17, 1915. In this order Albert H. Clark, the district
attorney of Cayuga county, was designated to prosecute the charges against
the respondent. The referee’s o5 report, dated January 15, 1916, was filed
with the clerk of this court January 18, 1916. There accompanied the report
and were also filed the minutes of the evidence taken by the referee and the
exhibits.

The respondent was admitted to the bar of this State in 1889 and ever since
has practiced his profession in the city of Syracuse. He has had a large

practice, especially in negligence cases.

Joseph Michels, the petitioner, resides in the city of Syracuse. He is not and

never was an attorney at law. His principal occupation for many years has

been the soliciting of retainers for different attorneys in Syracuse, chiefly in

negligence cases, looking up the evidence, and, after obtaining retainers,
rendering assistance in preparing such cases for trial or settlement. For the
period of about six years he had been employed by the respondent in that

service, and when he left that employment he served other attorneys. He

was again employed by the respondent in the summer of 1912 and continued

in such employment until about the month of July, 1914. This service was
under a written contract dated August 12, 1912, a copy of which appears in
the evidence. By its terms this agreement was to continue for the period of
five years from its date. The respondent was a member of the firm of Newell,
Chapman Newell of Syracuse, N.Y. The petitioner was furnished by the
respondent with printed forms of agreement of retainer in negligence cases,

copies of which are in evidence.
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Michels obtained a considerable number of negligence cases for the
respondent and his firm, from which both Michels and the respondent and

his firm received large sums of money.

Upon ample evidence to sustain his finding the learned referee finds that the
transactions of the respondent with Michels under his written agreement
and in the use of the retainers procured by Michels constituted violations of
subdivision 2 of section 274 of the Penal Law (formerly section 74 of the

Code of Civil Procedure), and such violations were many in number.

We adopt the language of the learned referee where he discusses the use of
the agreements of retainer, above referred to, to wit: "It appears that the
practice of obtaining these retainers by Michels, was about as follows:
Learning of an “96 accident, from which a negligence action might probably
arise, through the newspapers, or from any other source, Michels, either at
the request of the respondent, or upon his own motion, would promptly
proceed to the place of the accident, interview the person injured, or in case
where death had ensued, the members of his family, present to them his
view of the case, recommend the retaining of the respondent’s law firm, and
if successful in his endeavor to obtain a retainer, would cause one of these
printed blanks to be filled out, signed in duplicate, and one of the duplicates
delivered to him, which he returned to the respondent. In some cases the
retainers produced by the respondent and placed in evidence (there are
fourteen or fifteen of them) were signed by the proposed plaintiff and by
Newell, Chapman Newell. In some cases, the retainers produced appear to
be signed by the proposed plaintiff alone, but the evidence justifies the
inference that in such cases another copy signed by Newell, Chapman
Newell was delivered to, and left with, the plaintiff. These retainers which
are in evidence were produced upon the trial, in most instances, at least, by

the respondent.”
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Again we adopt the language of the learned referee: “The Court of Appeals [
Matter of Clark, 184 N.Y. 233] has adopted a popular name for one who
solicits negligence cases for an attorney, which authorizes me to say that a
man following that occupation may properly be called an “ambulance
chaser.” The courts have said that "ambulance chasing’ "has brought
deserved discredit upon those engaged in it;” that it is a practice "disgraceful
for a member of the legal profession * * * that has been commented upon at
meetings of lawyers and in judicial decisions as well as by the general public;
** % that it is "also a practice which is unprofessional and destructive of the
honor of the profession and of the confidence of the community in the
integrity and honor of its members.” [ Matter of Shay, 133 App. Div. 555.]"

**

“It is not unjust to say that Michels after his nearly twenty years’ experience
may properly be called a professional “ambulance chaser’ and that the
respondent, at the time of the execution of the contract of August 12, 1912,
well knew that fact; “o# and I think the inference cannot be avoided that
Michels’ capabilities in that line of activity were a prominent feature in the
desirability of his employment by the respondent. After his employment he
used his capabilities as an “ambulance chaser’ for the benefit of the
respondent in numerous cases and this was done in part, by the use of
retainers which have already been considered. I think it necessarily follows
that the respondent when he employed such services, which are held to be
discreditable, disgraceful, unprofessional and destructive of the honor of the
profession, was, irrespective of any statute, guilty of professional
misconduct and of conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice.”

**
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The able counsel for the respondent, who represented him on the hearing
before the referee and in this court, have urged us earnestly to pursue a
more lenient course, but our conception of the gravity of the respondent’s
offending and our duty in the premises, after careful consideration and with
a feeling of sorrow, requires that we should revoke the license issued to the
respondent to practice as an attorney and counselor in the courts of record

of the State of New York and strike his name from the roll.

It follows that the report of the referee should be confirmed and the usual

order of disbarment granted. Ordered accordingly.
All concurred.

Report of referee confirmed and order of disharment entered.

Excerpts from: https://casetext.com/case/matter-of-newell-11

Is this a daughter?

Michels, & ‘ ia : } 3 L0
\1 - ' )
- = R
r 3 ~ - >
ADosLe (

Wedding announcement of Evelyn Michels —“Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY)
Monday 14 Jun 1954 p 39

Father-in-law:
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DECEMBER 14, 1928,

*__J

Fo

HORSE TRAINER BURIED

: {Special to The Eagle.) :
Mineola, L. I, Dec, 14—The funeral
of John Thomas O'Connor, widely
rgm-nu.tmmm“
owner, was held yesterday morning at
n |the Chureh ol Corpus Christi. Inter-

L

= |

“Brooklyn‘ Daily Eagle” Friday 14 Dec 1928 p 33

“Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 13 Dec 1928 p 44



14

—

DEATH NOTICES

OODTNON jtha _Albet ”uu.i“""‘"
o wog
Brother of Alice Cavanaugh, Emlily ler,
and Blanche Michels; uncle of Sny-
. Funeral from the w .
Franklin Ave. nt 12 Street,

Requiem Mass at cnrﬁu
Church, lﬂneoh oaday at u.ao
lntermuu National Cem-

Brother-in-law John Albert O’ Connor - “Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Saturday 9
Jan 1965 p 29

SRl E R N T N S RN ) u.il‘h—.n'ttcl'.s PN AR E S A A0 A8 m

m Fire Whym Ex-Chief

Mineola—Company Three of the
Mineola Fire Department gave a

- dinner Saturday night in honor of
former Chief Henry Dermigny,
whose term of office expired last
April, He was presented with a
wristwatch., Twenty-five year

« trophies and lapel pins were pre-
sented to five members of the com-
pany. They were Louis Pospisil
and George Pospisil, both ex-
chiefs; John Roppelt, ex-captain;

James McKinley and John Gess-
lein. About 40 members attended
the dinner, which was held in Com-
pany Three firchouse. Leo Michels
was chairman of the dinner com-

mittee, =
“Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Wednesday 19 May 1948 p 26
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Name: Leo Vincent Michels

Name variations: Family name frequently found as MICHAELS and MICHAEL.

Military:

On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron —corporal

Serial number: 250,097

Entered service from: Eastwood, Onondaga NY

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leo V. Michels

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: uncle Joseph J. Michels, 104 Euclid Ave., Eastwood NY

Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919

Sailed onreturn ship as: Leo V. Michels

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: uncle Joseph J. Michels, 304 Center St., Syracuse NY (pvt,
213th Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917): did not register on 5 Jun 1917 national registration day as had
already enlisted in Army

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Leo Vincent Michels - b. 18 Jul 1894 Syracuse NY; res:
10 E. Second St., Mineola, Long Island NY. NOK Blanche Michels, same address.
Employed by Republic Aviation Corp., Farmingdale NY. “three fingers missing on right
hand” - Height: 5’8” - 140 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 6 Apr 1917 [the day war was declared by US]
Discharged: 9 Jun 1919

Address: Main St., Mineola, Long Island NY
Rank/unit: private, 680" Aero Squadron

NY, WWI military record:

Leo Vincent Michels, serial 250097, resident of Eastwood, Onondaga NY. Enlisted in Army at Fort

SlocumNYon 15 May 1916 at age 21 years, 9 months. Born Syracuse NY. In 2" Cavalry, Co. M, to 1
Nov 1916 - HQ 213" Aero Squadron to 10 Jun 1919 - 680" Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted
to private 1t class 11 Jul 1917 —to corporal 1 Oct 1917 —to sergeant 15 Jul 1918 —to private 1 Feb

1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Honorably discharged 23 Jan 1920 SCD [service-

connected disability] - 50% disabled

Birth & death:

Born: 18 Jul1894 Syracuse, Onondaga NY (WWIl draft: 18 Feb 1894)

Died: 19 Mar 1974 Nassau Co. NY

Find A Grave record: 2757905 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower
Burial location: East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY

Cemetery: Long Island National

Tombstone:

Father: Herman (Hiram?) E. Michels, Mar 1870 NY - . Appears to be the son of Joseph & Margaret
Michels.

In the 1870 census for De Witt, Onondaga NY, Joseph MICHAEL (33 Prussia, farmer) lives with wife
Margrette (30 Bavaria) & children, among them sons Joseph (9 NY) & Hiram E. (1 NY).



16

Inthe 1875 NY state census for De Witt, Onondaga NY, he is likely the son named Edward (age 6)
living with parents Joseph MICHAEL (38) & Margaret (35) with older brother Joseph (14).

In the 1900 census, he says his parents were born in Germany; he is a butcher. In the 1910 census,
Leo lives with uncle Joseph Michels. Was this the Herman E. “Michell” who died 19 Nov 1907 in

Syracuse NY, according to NY death records?
Find A Grave:

Mother: Minnie L. --- Michels, Nov 1875 NY - . Inthe 1900 census, she says her father was bornin
Canada & her motherin NY. Inthe 1910 census, Leo lives with uncle Joseph Michels.

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Blanche V. O’Connor Michels, 30 May 1896 Whitestone village, Queens NY — 26 Oct 1976.
Daughter of John Thomas O’Connor (d. 10 Dec 1928 at his home, 17 Liberty Ave., Mineola NY, F:
171553706) & Julia Surgent (d. Jun 1947, F: 171553699, daughter of FrankSurgent, age46in1870in
Flushing, Queens NY, b. France & Mary Surgent, age 31in 1870, born France). Her father was a
noted horse trainer. Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY.
Spouse Find A Grave: 2757896

Marriage: license obtained 11 Oct 1917 Manhattan, NYC NY between Blanche O’Connor
[O’Conner] & Leo Michele [sic, in index]

Children:

e Arthur Thomas Michels, 10 Apr 1920 Mineola, Long Island NY — 19 Aug 1976. SSN 060-14-
8656. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he lives at 10 Second St., Mineola, Nassau NY
with NOK Mrs. Blanche Michels & is employed as a plumber’s helper by L.M. Kipp, 301
Mineola Blvd., MineolaNY. Entersthe US Army on 18 Nov 1942; discharged 9 Feb 1946. He
ships out to New Guinea on 5 Feb 1942, 25 years to the date since his father survived the
sinking of the Tuscania. Hislastresidence accordingto Social Security was New Hyde Park,
Nassau NY. Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. F:
2757895

Siblings: apparently an only child

Notes:
Do not confuse with another Leo Michels, b. 19 Oct 1902, who lived in the same area.

Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Brooklyn Times Union” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 — a partial list of Tuscania survivors shows Leo V.
Michels, 104 Euclid Ave., among the Brooklyn/Long Island men aboard

Post-war:
“Brooklyn Times Union” Sunday 22 Apr 1934 p 6 — “Mineola Legion ‘Cabaret Night’” — The Roger

William Patterson Post of the American Legion saw the debut of its recently organized Drum &
Bugle Corps, with members in full dress uniforms. One of the drummers was Leo Michels.
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Obituary:
Social Security number: 066-09-4557
Censuses:

1900 De Witt, Onondaga NY

Herman E. Michel, 30 NY, Mar 1870, parents b. Germany, married 7 years, butcher

Minnie L., 24 NY, Nov 1875, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living
Leo, 5 NY, Jul 1894, at school

1900 Queens, Queens NY - 9" Ave. — his future wife

Blanche O’Connor, 4 NY, b. May 1896, lives with her siblings & parents:

John O’Connor, 40 NY, Dec 1895, parents b. Ireland, married 17 years, horse trainer
Julie O’Connor, 38 NY, parents b. France, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living

1900 Syracuse, Onondaga NY — uncle Joseph
Joseph MICHAELS, 37 NY, Jan 1863, widowed, lawyer
Louise, age is obscured, Feb 1881, b. NY [daughter]

1910 De Witt, Onondaga NY - Euclid Ave.

Joseph J. MICHOLS, 48 NY, parents b. Germany, in his 2" marriage, married 10 years, clerk, law
[misread as “saw”]

Louisa M., 28 NY, father b. NY, mother b. England, housework, home [identified as wife]

Edwin J., 21 NY, parents b. NY, clerk, department [son]

Leo V., 16 NY, parents b. NY, school [nephew]

1915 NY state census — North Hempstead, Nassau NY - his future wife
Blance V. OConor, 19 US, housework, lives with her parents & siblings:
John F. OConor, 54 NY, horse trainer

Julia J., 52 NY

1920 Syracuse, Onondaga NY - 308 Centre

Joseph MICHAELS, 58 NY, parents b. NY, lawyer, general practice [based on later disbarment case
of his employer, he was not a lawyer]

Louisa, 42 NY, father b. NY, mother b. England [wife]

Leo, 25 NY, parents b. NY, married, chauffeur, market [nephew]

Blanch, 23 NY, parents b. Belgium, married [niece]

1925 NY state census — North Hempstead, Nassau NY - 78 Main St.
Leo Michels, 30 US, chauffeur

Blanche, 29 US, housework

Arthur, 5 US

1940 Mineola, Nassau NY - 2" St. — residents of Carle Place, Nassau NY in 1935
Leo MICHAELS, 45 NY, truck driver, sand & stone company
Blanche, 42 NY, blouse presser, blouse manufacturer
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Arthur, 19 NY, new worker



