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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Michels, Leo Vincent 
1894 NY – 1974 NY 
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“Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY) Tuesday 9 Dec 1941 p 5  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-297W-
P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWMLV-5RN2  

 

 
NY, WWI military record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_04
24-

00745?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35340&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2
36148  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0424-00745?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35340&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236148
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0424-00745?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35340&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236148
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0424-00745?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35340&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236148
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/3030/images/40808_1120704930_0424-00745?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35340&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=236148
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1571/images/32169_127209-
00074?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=9902ea5fbc3c40f6f1b1c7974df1bfef&usePU

B=true&_phsrc=hFB35342&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1303205   
 

Son: 
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Leo’s son Arthur Thomas Michels sets out for war in New Guinea 25 years to the day after 

Leo survived the sinking of Tuscania – “Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY) 
Wednesday 2 Jun 1943 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44028_08_00053 -
00331?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35332&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=3

03993940 
 

Uncle Joseph Michels: 
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** 

 
** 
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Excerpts from: https://casetext.com/case/matter-of-newell-11 

 
Is this a daughter? 

 

 
Wedding announcement of Evelyn Michels – “Newsday” (Nassau Edition) (Hempstead NY) 

Monday 14 Jun 1954 p 39 
 
 
 

Father-in-law: 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” Friday 14 Dec 1928 p 33  

 

 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Thursday 13 Dec 1928 p 44  
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Brother-in-law John Albert O’Connor – “Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Saturday 9 

Jan 1965 p 29 
 

 
“Newsday” (Suffolk Edition) (Melville NY) Wednesday 19 May 1948 p 26  
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Name:  Leo Vincent Michels 
Name variations: Family name frequently found as MICHAELS and MICHAEL.  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron – corporal 
Serial number:  250,097 
Entered service from:  Eastwood, Onondaga NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leo V. Michels 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  uncle Joseph J. Michels, 104 Euclid Ave., Eastwood NY  
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leo V. Michels 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: uncle Joseph J. Michels, 304 Center St., Syracuse NY (pvt, 
213th Aero Sq)    
World War I draft registration (1917): did not register on 5 Jun 1917 national registration day as had 
already enlisted in Army  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leo Vincent Michels - b. 18 Jul 1894 Syracuse NY; res: 
10 E. Second St., Mineola, Long Island NY. NOK Blanche Michels, same address. 
Employed by Republic Aviation Corp., Farmingdale NY. “three fingers missing on right 
hand” – Height: 5’8” – 140 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  6 Apr 1917 [the day war was declared by US] 
Discharged: 9 Jun 1919 
Address:  Main St., Mineola, Long Island NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 680th Aero Squadron 
 
NY, WWI military record: 
Leo Vincent Michels, serial 250097, resident of Eastwood, Onondaga NY. Enlisted in Army at Fort 
Slocum NY on 15 May 1916 at age 21 years, 9 months. Born Syracuse NY. In 2nd Cavalry, Co. M, to 1 
Nov 1916 – HQ 213th Aero Squadron to 10 Jun 1919 – 680th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted 
to private 1st class 11 Jul 1917 – to corporal 1 Oct 1917 – to sergeant 15 Jul 1918 – to private 1 Feb 
1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 31 May 1919. Honorably discharged 23 Jan 1920 SCD [service-
connected disability] - 50% disabled 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Jul 1894 Syracuse, Onondaga NY (WWII draft: 18 Feb 1894)  
Died: 19 Mar 1974 Nassau Co. NY   
Find A Grave record: 2757905 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Long Island National 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Herman (Hiram?) E. Michels, Mar 1870 NY -    . Appears to be the son of Joseph & Margaret 
Michels.  
In the 1870 census for De Witt, Onondaga NY, Joseph MICHAEL (33 Prussia, farmer) lives with wife 
Margrette (30 Bavaria) & children, among them sons Joseph (9 NY) & Hiram E. (1 NY). 
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In the 1875 NY state census for De Witt, Onondaga NY, he is likely the son named Edward (age 6) 
living with parents Joseph MICHAEL (38) & Margaret (35) with older brother Joseph (14).  
In the 1900 census, he says his parents were born in Germany; he is a butcher. In the 1910 census, 
Leo lives with uncle Joseph Michels. Was this the Herman E. “Michell” who died 19 Nov 1907 in 
Syracuse NY, according to NY death records? 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Minnie L. --- Michels, Nov 1875 NY -   . In the 1900 census, she says her father was born in 
Canada & her mother in NY. In the 1910 census, Leo lives with uncle Joseph Michels. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Blanche V. O’Connor Michels, 30 May 1896 Whitestone village, Queens NY – 26 Oct 1976. 
Daughter of John Thomas O’Connor (d. 10 Dec 1928 at his home, 17 Liberty Ave., Mineola NY, F: 
171553706) & Julia Surgent (d. Jun 1947, F: 171553699, daughter of Frank Surgent, age 46 in 1870 in 
Flushing, Queens NY, b. France & Mary Surgent, age 31 in 1870, born France). Her father was a 
noted horse trainer. Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  2757896 
Marriage: license obtained 11 Oct 1917 Manhattan, NYC NY between Blanche O’Connor 
[O’Conner] & Leo Michele [sic, in index] 
 
Children: 

• Arthur Thomas Michels, 10 Apr 1920 Mineola, Long Island NY – 19 Aug 1976. SSN 060-14-
8656. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, he lives at 10 Second St., Mineola, Nassau NY 
with NOK Mrs. Blanche Michels & is employed as a plumber’s helper by L.M. Kipp, 301 
Mineola Blvd., Mineola NY.  Enters the US Army on 18 Nov 1942; discharged 9 Feb 1946. He 
ships out to New Guinea on 5 Feb 1942, 25 years to the date since his father survived the 
sinking of the Tuscania. His last residence according to Social Security was New Hyde Park, 
Nassau NY. Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. F: 
2757895 

 
Siblings:  apparently an only child 
 
Notes:  
Do not confuse with another Leo Michels, b. 19 Oct 1902, who lived in the same area. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 – a partial list of Tuscania survivors shows Leo V. 
Michels, 104 Euclid Ave., among the Brooklyn/Long Island men aboard 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” Sunday 22 Apr 1934 p 6 – “Mineola Legion ‘Cabaret Night’” – The Roger 
William Patterson Post of the American Legion saw the debut of its recently organized Drum & 
Bugle Corps, with members in full dress uniforms. One of the drummers was Leo Michels.  
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Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 066-09-4557 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 De Witt, Onondaga NY 
Herman E. Michel, 30 NY, Mar 1870, parents b. Germany, married 7 years, butcher 
Minnie L., 24 NY, Nov 1875, father b. Canada, mother b. NY, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Leo, 5 NY, Jul 1894, at school 
 
1900 Queens, Queens NY – 9th Ave. – his future wife 
Blanche O’Connor, 4 NY, b. May 1896, lives with her siblings & parents: 
John O’Connor, 40 NY, Dec 1895, parents b. Ireland, married 17 years, horse trainer  
Julie O’Connor, 38 NY, parents b. France, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living 
 
1900 Syracuse, Onondaga NY – uncle Joseph 
Joseph MICHAELS, 37 NY, Jan 1863, widowed, lawyer 
Louise, age is obscured, Feb 1881, b. NY [daughter] 
 
1910 De Witt, Onondaga NY – Euclid Ave. 
Joseph J. MICHOLS, 48 NY, parents b. Germany, in his 2nd marriage, married 10 years, clerk, law 
[misread as “saw”] 
Louisa M., 28 NY, father b. NY, mother b. England, housework, home [identified as wife] 
Edwin J., 21 NY, parents b. NY, clerk, department [son] 
Leo V., 16 NY, parents b. NY, school [nephew] 
 
1915 NY state census – North Hempstead, Nassau NY – his future wife 
Blance V. OConor, 19 US, housework, lives with her parents & siblings: 
John F. OConor, 54 NY, horse trainer 
Julia J., 52 NY 
 
1920 Syracuse, Onondaga NY – 308 Centre 
Joseph MICHAELS, 58 NY, parents b. NY, lawyer, general practice [based on later disbarment case 
of his employer, he was not a lawyer] 
Louisa, 42 NY, father b. NY, mother b. England [wife] 
Leo, 25 NY, parents b. NY, married, chauffeur, market [nephew] 
Blanch, 23 NY, parents b. Belgium, married [niece] 
 
1925 NY state census – North Hempstead, Nassau NY – 78 Main St. 
Leo Michels, 30 US, chauffeur 
Blanche, 29 US, housework 
Arthur, 5 US 
 
1940 Mineola, Nassau NY – 2nd St. – residents of Carle Place, Nassau NY in 1935 
Leo MICHAELS, 45 NY, truck driver, sand & stone company 
Blanche, 42 NY, blouse presser, blouse manufacturer 
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Arthur, 19 NY, new worker 
 
 


