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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Mewhirter, Robert York 
1884 Ireland – 1973 PA 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Find A Grave 124348830 and 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/38614772/?terms=%22robert%20mewhirter%22&match=1 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 2 Feb 1973 p 31 

 

 
US Veterans Administration Military Index card shows Robert enlisted 3 Jan 1918 – and 21 days 

later he sailed on Tuscania - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-
22J5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-22J5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-22J5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_620305176_0978-
03263?pId=268623
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Immigration: 
 

 
Robert sails aboard “Empress of India” to Quebec City, Quebec, Canada – Sep 1906 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-
9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C  

 

Robert crosses into St. Albans VT from Canada on 2 Jan 1907 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9DQ-

JHJ3?i=1414&cc=2185163&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKQM-LB3P 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C
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Declaration of intention to become a US citizen 17 Dec 1917 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/007783914_00605?pId=608543  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/007783914_00605?pId=608543
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Petition for naturalized based on service in the US Army 27 Aug 1919 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134348-
00538?pId=299990 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Barbara Black Mewhirter – “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 3 Mar 1963 p 47 

 
Children: 
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Infant daughter Jessie Black Mewhirter (born & died 1922) died at 8 months, 14 days old of acute 

nephritis, with “la gripp” [grippe] as a contributing factor, 6 Dec 1922 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-

02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=751377510  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=751377510
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=751377510
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Obituary of son Robert Black Mewhirter (1924-2003) – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Sunday 1 Jun 

2003 p 22 
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Engagement of son James Black Mewhirter (1928-2018) to Ruth Anne Alcorn – to marry 19 Dec 1959 

–   Left: “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 24 Jul 1959 p 9 – Right: “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 
Monday 27 Jul 1959 p 12 
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Marriage of James Black Mewhirter to Ruth Anne Alcorn – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Tuesday 5 

Jan 1960 p 13 
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https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/postgazette/obituary.aspx?n=james-b-

mewhirter&pid=190177597&fhid=4335 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Jennie Mewhirter McCoubrey – “Boston (MA) Globe” Wednesday 22 Mar 1961 p 

47 
 

 
Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland – https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballyclare 

 
Name:  Robert York Mewhirter 
Name variations: Newhirter – McWhirter  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,825 
Entered service from:  Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robert Mewhirter 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  notify friend Miss Barbara [also Barber] Black, 1258 Adams St. N., 
Pittsburgh PA [who became his wife] 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Robert Mewhirter 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  friend Miss Barbara Black, 1258 Adams St., North Side, 
Pittsburgh PA (PFC, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)    
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Robert York Mewhirter - b. 24 Aug 1884 (seems to read 
1894) Belfast, Ireland; res: 710 Florence Ave., Avalon, Allegheny PA. NOK wife Mrs. Barbara 
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Mewhirter, same address. Employed by Pressed Steel Car Company, McKee’s Rocks, Allegheny 
PA. “scar above right wrist” – Height: 5’8” – weight: 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 3 Jan 1918 [and he sailed on Tuscania 21 days later] 
Discharged: 12 Jun 1919  
Address:  231 S. Starr Ave., Avalon PA 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Aug 1884 Belfast, Ireland (naturalization document indicates: Ballyclara, County Antrim, 
Ireland)  
Died: 1 Feb 1973 Penn Hills, Allegheny PA (at home, 118 Castle Dr., Penn Hills PA)   
Find A Grave record: 124348830 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA 
Cemetery:  Union Dale 
Tombstone: veteran 
 
Father:  Robert Mewhirter, 1841 Ireland – 4 Jun 1905 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland. Son of 
James Mewhirter. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Mary York Mewhirter, ca. 1841 County Antrim, Ireland -  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  10 Oct 1864 Carrickfergus, County Antrim, Ireland, at Joymount Presbyterian 
Church 
 
Spouse:  Barbara Black Mewhirter, 7 Apr 1892 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 2 Mar 1963 Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny PA. Daughter of James Black (1858-1920) & Jesse Dewar (1864-1943). Named as his 
friend when she was his wartime next-of-kin. Buried in Union Dale Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  234409344 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Jessie Black Mewhirter, 24 Mar 1922 Avalon, Allegheny PA – 6 Dec 1922 Avalon, Allegheny 
PA. Daughter who died at 8 months, 14 days, of acute nephritis. Tombstone labeled “Our 
darling.” Buried in Union Dale Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 234409385 

• Robert Black Mewhirter, 29 Mar 1924 Bellevue, Allegheny PA – 18 May 2003 Port St. Lucie, 
St. Lucie Co. FL. Husband of Naomi Eleanor Gorman. Buried in Union Dale Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. Tombstone inscribed: “A loving son, brother, husband and 
father.” F: 234409302 

• James Black Mewhirter, 13 Nov 1928 Avalon, Allegheny PA – 7 Sep 2018 O’Hara township, 
Allegheny PA. Married Ruth Anne Alcorn 19 Dec 1959 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA.   

 
Siblings: Robert York was the last child in the family. 

• Margaret Jane Mewhirter, 2 Sep 1867 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland –  
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• Jenny/Jennie Mewhirter McCoubrey, 29 Jul 1869 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland – 20 Mar 
1961 Ogonquit, York ME. Married on 7 Dec 1892 in Joymount, Carrickfergus, Larne, Ireland 
to Samuel Galway McCoubrey (1870-1948).  Arrived in Alburgh VT on 4 Nov 1929. In 1935 
resided in Brighton, Suffolk MA & in 1940 in York, York Co. ME. Buried in First Parish 
Cemetery, York, York Co. ME. F; 120648174 

• James Mewhirter, 6 Nov 1870 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland. His wife is listed as 
Bessie, b. 1880. 

• Agnes Mewhirter, 29 Sep 1872 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland – 9 Apr 1875 Ballyclare, 
County Antrim, Ireland. 

• Robert Mewhirter, 25 Aug 1874 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland – 10 Apr 1875 Ballyclare, 
County Antrim, Ireland. His 1st name – Robert – is “used again” for the birth of the last child 
in the family, Robert York Mewhirter. 

• Rose Ann Mewhirter, 11 Jun 1879 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland –  
• William Mewhirter, 17 Mar 1881 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland – 12 Apr 1881 Ballyclare, 

County Antrim, Ireland. 
• Martha Mewhirter, 29 Jan 1882 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland –  
•  

 
Notes:  
 
His parents were allegedly residents of Larne, Ireland, at the time of the Tuscania sinking. Larne 
was the location where many rescued Tuscania survivors were taken by boats. 
 
Residents of Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland, in the 1901 Census of Ireland, conducted 31 Mar 
1901. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Sailed on “Empress of Ireland” to Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, in Sep 1906. Age 22, b. Ireland, 
from County Antrim, heading to Ferguson, Ontario. 
 
Arrived in the US at Niagara Falls NY on 4 Jan 1907 
 
1916 Pittsburgh PA city directory: 
Mewhirter, Robt., pipefitter, boards at 1256 Warlo 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those from Pittsburgh on board: 
Pvt. Robert Mewhirter 
 
“New York Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – “Additional Survivors of Tuscania” – names released 
10 Feb 1918 by the War Department include Robert McWhirter [sic] of Pittsburg PA. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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"North Hills (PA) News Record" 3 Feb 1973 p 6 - funeral 3 Feb, age 88, former resident Bellevue & 
Avalon, machinist, b. Belfast, Northern Ireland, late wife Barbara (Black), survived by 2 sons  
 
Social Security number: 170-03-5227 
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 1256 Warlo St. 
Robert McWhirter (also indexed as McWhister), 35 Ireland, single, parents b. Ireland, machinist, 
emigration year & citizenship status unknown, railroad, roomer with: 
John & Jennie E. McMaster, their 8 children & 2 other roomers.  
 
1930 Bellevue, Allegheny PA – 145 Meade Ave. – conducted 26 Apr 1930 
Robert McWhirter, 45 Northern Ireland, parents b. Northern Ireland, age 36 at 1st marriage, pipe 
fitter, steel car manufacturer, WWI veteran 
Barbara, 37 PA, parents b. Scotland, age 28 at 1st marriage 
Robert B., 6 PA 
James B., 1 year 5 months PA 
 
1940 Avalon, Allegheny PA – 636 Florence Ave. – same place in 1935 
Robert Mewhirter, 56 Eire, machinist, steel company 
Barbara, 48 PA 
Robert Jr., 16 PA 
James, 11 PA 
 
 


