DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Mewhirter, Robert York
1884 Ireland - 1973 PA






terday's papers onl board the craft, is |
(& Pittshurgher and  Miss  Barbava
Black, 1238 Adams street, is his near-
est friend. In the first report his
nearest  friend and address werv
wrongly ziven..

Is Native of Ireland.

Among the many persons pailently
waiting for definite information con-
cerning the fate of those aboard the
il fated transport is Miss Blacki who
is engaged to Private Mewhirter. Tle |
is « member of Company F, Sixth
Battalion, Twentieth Engineers,

Mis» Black received a lettee from
her flance about twn weelkis ago stat-
ing that he was making prvpnral!mhi
to sail and that it would be the last |
she wonld hear from him for some |
time. Mr. Mewhirter was born |
Belfast, Ireland; 231 years ago, and
came to Pittshutgh 11 years ago. He
wis employed as a machinist and
bhoarded at 1256 Warlo street, He en-
tlisted here January 2 and was sia-
tioned at American University Camp,
Washington, D. . His parents, Rob.
ert and Mrs. Mary Mewhirter, live
at Larne, Ireland, near the place
where the Tuscania went down, [
has a hrother, James Mewhirter, who
}ts employed by the Hritish govern-
ment in purchasing grain supplies for
the horses.

“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3



News Record

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Sat/Sun, February 3 & 4, 1978
page 6

Mewhiarter
funeral today
in Avalon

Services are bemng held todav for
Robert Mewhirter. 88 former Bellevue
and Avalon resydent, who died at homs
118 Casile Drive. Penn Hulls. Thursdas
Feb 1.15973

Mr Mewhirter a machimist. was a
native of Belfast. Northern Ireland He
was a2 member of Clan McPherson
Lodge No 33 Zion Lodge No 10687
I00F. and & lormer member of the
old Seventh 1!'nited Presbvterian
Church North Side

Mr Mewhurter was the husband of
the late Barbara Black Mewhirter He
i5 survived v two soms. Robert B
Penn Hills. and James B Mewhirter
O Hara Township. and six grand

chuigren

Friends were received at the Lester
€ McDonald Fuperal Home, 529
Caldornia Ave . Avalon. where services
will be held at 2 p.m. today, Saturday
Odd Fellows service was beld at 5:30
pm. Friday. Buarial will be in Usios
Dale Cemetery

Find A Grave 124348830 and
https://www.newspapers.com/image/38614772/?terms=%22robert%20mewhirter%22&match=1



MEWHIRTER

On Thursday morning, Feb, 1,
1973, Robert, husband of the late
Barbaro Black Mewhirter, of 118
Castle Dr., Penn Hills (formerly
of Bellevue and Avolon); fother
of Robert B. of Penn Hills ond
Jomes B. Mewhirter of O'Mara
twp.; also survived by six grond-
children. Members of Clan Mc-
Pherson Lodage =59 — Zion Lodge
1057 1.0.0.F. and friends received
ot the LESTER C. McDONALD
FUNERAL HOME, 529 Colifornio
Ave., Avolon, where services will
be held on Saturday ofternoon of
2 o'clock. Members of Zien Lodae
:13%57 will hold services Friday ot
3 p.m,

“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 2 Feb 1973 p 31
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US Veterans Administration Military Index card shows Robert enlisted 3 Jan 1918 — and 21 days
later he sailed on Tuscania - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-
22)57cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-22J5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-22J5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BZ4-SVT2

.. Mewnirter, _ Hodert ... - .. é,)_u_,dc5 ) WH1 'L““

........................

a (Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial numben (Race: White or colored)

> Residence X x- Pitt Sburﬁhutb”tw?‘j‘r‘m LVAI‘IA.. ()

o (Street and house number) (Town or city) (County.) (State)
*Enlisted in  NA at Pittsburgh Pa Jan 3/18° 2
$Barn in Belfort Iréland 33 4/12 yrs

Organizations: 18th Co 20 Engr to May 30/19; Hoboken Casual Co. _
#600 to --; Disch. Unit #3 Gamp Dix to Disch.

Grades: Pvt 1/c Apr 1/18 -
Engagamenta: XX P o
%
o P
. %

Wounds or o he~ injuries received in action: None. & &
tServed overseas:  Jan 24/18 to May 28/19 @ _
§ Hon. disch. June 12/19 on demobilization 24

Wasreported - per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.

Remarks:

LICATION . L6 1 L7 2

Form No. 724-1%, A. G. O. *Insert “R. A, “N. G.”,“E. R.C.”, “N A.”, as case ma,
March 12, 1920, date of enlistment.’
37088 $Give dates

{ , followed by place and
Give placs of birth and date of birth, or age at onlistment.
_____ n United States. §leo date,

https://www.ancestry. com/|magewewer/collectlons/60884/|mages/41 744_620305176_0978-
032637?pld=268623

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 7 6
VETERAN’S COMPENSATION APPLICATIONI(;?&.QZ

NUMBER. . e (1)

Read instructions and then type or print answers to the !onowtng questions striking out words that do not apply, Numerals
in parenthesis refer to corresponding numerals in the instruetio

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA }
COUNTY OF ﬂ//e_f/wno,]
being duly sworn, deposes and says: 1 am the veteran named in the following descriptive iaformation; I served in the military

or naval forees of the United States from _ 31945 to rgay_t‘!-:lg- L9/ _; I clalm veteran’s compensation
as authorized by Act No. 53, approved Jay nry 5 84 I was a ident of Pennsy Yania at time of entry Into service; I
make this claim with full knowledge of the penalty for making a false statement relative to a material fact concerning this
claim and the answers to the following questio d descriptive information are true:

@y - ..._Maﬁg____.-_______._.. - R SRS _m-
(3) Legal :::l:;:::’gt entry into service ,./_(E.m‘d— émﬁ 3 “mbe m W;W&:" ; ﬁ);_..
(4) Present residence: __._ / 0 6. \JM‘M M—zﬂ £ M%z,«f .712/ ....................

(Street and number, City, Coffaty
(5) Enlisted, commisstoned—or—indacted—in RA; ANC;NA|-NG;—BRC:Navy—NRE—MO—ORC;—Pa—Volsi—U8—Vols: at

MA!&ZZ, I on .}Qmm{.?/-ﬁ_/f/f
(6) On active duty in Na¥y or in Reserve from . to |
(7) Place and date of birth __ W/QA&M X 2y LETH :

(8) Names and addresses of dependents: Wife (full name) __ﬁ

Minor children M{@;ﬂp@ )

Mother (full name) __
Father .. . . . . /[&07




(9) Service in organizations, at stations or on vessels in the order ed as followsa:

,_,-_zz._&:...“_.&g..,é;.?,. .................................. trom _ U-tes , 3 /248 . to Newsersp 19/9. .

= from to e iy,

(10) Gradas or ratings with dates of appointments or promotions:

(11) Engagements: .. ./
(12) Wounds or other injuries received with dates:
(13) Served overseas from . @zt . . ./ Lo TR O R 2,
(14) Honorably discharged on __(} P20 i 8 e A et A e D o
(15) Did you ever apply for or eive a bonus or veteran’s compen_paqa om any other smté{ %’;_....-
; perform full military duty or to render unqualified

20 - W S P

(16) Did you ever refuse on conscientious, political or othe g;ouli'ﬁs'

service? .. Llo~. V. TN | S 7

" (Sigaature of Applicant)

R OF IDENTIFICATION Feb 32 /?34

(Date)
@19 1, Th eo - /?. P ark C/l. o wmmes A0 hereby certify that I am Ed{'fk_ﬁvofgilf,%égi
Itle of er

{Name of person [

bY :
ﬂﬂf e *.@'D;.&..‘-.‘..?..!.’n.n_m...A.h...A: tha o‘/%éef * ewhic ter applying for Veteran's
.;d poaitlan) 2 (Name of applicant)
Compensation is knawn to me to the applicant named in the application; that . he is mentally competent; that the signa-
ture of the afidavit is the signg#fire of the applicant,

fure OI LOE BUURYIL Iy LUT 25 HIT VI LT appiivauy,
slgnature and impression
of seal or stamp indicat- -
ingspflice % position held. / |

2o 2

Eendﬂ strifetions (18) before signing, el
‘iu % ...l 7. mopw : /7

Computed by ... ) .
( Checked and apgroved by . ..

“{Signature of pesan identifying spplicant)
20 v
S /

... Reviewed by

RECEIVED
FEB 719%

Penna. Veterans' Compensation
Buroaw




Immigration:

o ot et gl L |7 e | B o fretiar| G| K s
Robert salls aboard “Empress of India” to Quebec Clty, Quebec Canada —Sep 1906 -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-

9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C

"w’_‘ ~ -uv " T-‘ ¢ 2
w mm '
A 4 I é

Wrr il P f:.-,..,.mamﬁmram
bt 25 Yeland Mﬁﬁ!ﬂﬂlﬁiﬂmﬂt&wd‘
s i ?Wl mmwnﬂhmnamﬂm e

Robert crosses into St. Albans VT from Canada on 2 Jan 1907 -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9DQ-
JHJ3?i=1414&cc=2185163&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKQM-LB3P



https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-XSM9-9QF?i=22&cc=1823240&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A2Q36-Q2C

378 e

U. S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ORIGINAL
= - NATURAUZATION seavice
00378

W o resitemin

GTATES OF 4,
g0 T gy,
®‘§ DECLARATION OF INTENTION J@q

2 Invalid for all purposes sevea years after the date hereof

State of Pennsylvania, ] & s :

Western District of Pennsylvania, #s 3 In the District Court of the United States.

3, ..l Robert Mewhicker oo 7 0 aged 33 . vears,
occupation _...... Machinist A do declare on oath that my personal
description is: Color.... WHite complexion.......... Bair height _£.. feet9____ inches,
welght . A58 pounds, color of hair -_LIght Brom., color of eyesGray ... .
other visible distinctive marks Back om haok of right hund,diwple '~~~
Iwas bom in.._Ballyclare Co. Antrim Irelan: Rm Ui S S S 5
on the........ Z3h day of .__AugusY - anno Domini 1884 : | now reside

at ... 1256 Erlo‘.S.Lraei.]ﬂdh..ﬁlde.f.ﬂt&?
{Uive mracabeec, wiwet, sl aky &

! emigratgg p i G r e

in

g ey ECONSYIVaNia
. nada :

. my last

O e R i e e

foreign residence was.Soubhampton Unt, Q!D&_"._.._...: fam HQi.....nmlricd: the name
of my wife is.. RS ARSARSIET B 8 530 51 ) T | O s C P N G
ENd oM TeSIRERRE Lo

It is my bona fide intention lo renounce forever all alleglance and fidelity o any foreign
prince, putentate, state, or soversignty, and particulerly to ... ot P

L0F CREAT BAITALN & NELANE .. iy Of Whom | am now a subject:
S S R S SR sy @8 WO 1 AM NOW & SURJECT;
T arrived at the port of __Niagra Balls_ ., in the
State of Now X0k, .. , onor about the . 4th .\
[, Jommian e JRRBBEY. i ,anno Domini 1.997__: 1 am not an anarshist: | am not a

pelygamist nor & believer in the practice of polygamy: and it is my Intentlon in good faith
to become a citizen of the United States of America and w0 permaneéntly reside therein:

SO HELP ME GOD. Qa:&Wf ;

(OiAgtal ayuatien of decbunist) \
Subscribed and sworn to befcre me In the office of the Clerk of said Court
0 at Pittsburgh, Pa., this ._124h. day of Reqepber
anno Dominl 1917 v
s J3-¥00a_Clark
) 0 6&j Clevk of the Disteict Cort of the United Stotes.
&uxdhé;m¢guq§gi$§2§s==g ..... , Deputy Clerk.

[.se,u.] .

Declaration of intention to become a US citizen 17 Dec 1917 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/007783914_00605?pld=608543



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/007783914_00605?pId=608543
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Petition for naturalized based on service in the US Army 27 Aug 1919 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2717/images/31311_134348-
005387?pld=299990

Wife:
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MEWHIRTER

On Saturday ammoon. March 2,
4 1963, Barbara Black, heloved wife
of Robe Mewhirter of 6 Burnside
Ave., Bellevue: mother of Robert
. and James B. Mewhirter, bnth
of Peun Hills Twp.: sister of Miss
Jessie Black, Mrs. ernm Evans
and Mrs. Cathorlno Mitchell; also
three urmdchudret; T:mnds re-
relved at the l:lo &
NALD FUNE m
alifornia Ave.,, Avalon, where
services will be h d on Tuesday
afternoon at 2 o'clock. Members
of the Seventh U. P. Church. Ida

[ B

Obituary of wife Barbara Black Mewhirter — “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 3 Mar 1963 p 47

Children:
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i3l
COMMONWEALTM OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF MEALTH

BUREAU OF V"Ai'ikﬁ:‘f)li ()

Filo No.

Roglotered Mo, ,‘/LL___..h

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

: Rogiatration District No.. //3 I g
| ‘Bareggh et * //mu o Primary mmy;— Djatrict N, .

\
| ity of Ay " )l"& .4"3.[.: /¢ VM’U { vlf./.?l. L h‘:'m{,:,ih:-:.;
o e
| 2. FULL NAME . )‘VJM ....... Z&IMR/ G FLE o vt wad omber
PERSONAL AND mnsncu. F‘ﬂﬁcuuﬁS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

|3, 8EX | 4, COLOR OR RAGE | 5, SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED | 16, DATE OF DEATH
e » l OR DIVORCED | ~

1 \j‘ ”__)y/“ | IWOM-‘/é(/t %(—/14 A {Pile-;‘)“/' grr' ’(33:)
©. DATE OF BIRTH 7 Y A

\ (Msath) m-n (Yese l

' HINIIV OIRTIVY That | attendesl doovased fram

92,210 M G we 2

| 7. AGE It LESS than 1 day | that 1 last saw n.lo’ alive on > 6’ 1927~
—~ ’
0 }x % /y | Mn:,:", """ S, wl and that death occurred, or tho dals stated akove, .1/2-. !

The CAUSE OF DEATH® was as follows
8. OCCUPATION

‘:Lia:‘*m::; .......... Sroig . . awz‘z W

} )Cuunla-tdmﬂly.

busisess, or ™ \
3" which cmoloyd (on empbya) i //—-— J A~ 1 :
5‘ &DIRTHPL)AOI 32 ID“"W'& mos, an
: e Ihular
H frlge L — é"( ! -
| 10. NAME OF b Duratlan ) J .yrs. mos. - 8
;' “m"[{ /m]g ¥7 e 7-41/)@)/‘ ", -
2| E " IIR‘I’NFI."A(n ) Signed) M. D
5§z State cx Ceuntry) (,_aét 1/(—({, w7 o"f%«nnﬂ/"@&M
|| . } | & - II - e A o
8 & 12 MAIDEN NA.ME e it ——
5 < OF MOTHER i{l /l'fz >, ; ! A Int
.g = ‘; BINIFSLACE 2 / /L | 1@, LENCTH OI' neanotnc( (Par Haspitals, Inatitutions, Traasive!
2l | OF MOTHER | or Rocent Residenisl.
=3 { Seats ox Conantry ) | Ax T the
é’ 4 THE ABOVE 1Y 'rnuc :;’;:' seEsT o%"‘N‘WLIDOL L' :’bnl.w” d“:.wm:?, de.  Sime yo mos
g infermant) 1, W ‘ &2 v“"‘/ /7 ‘/f@ 'Fi not b p‘kt of death?
) ofmer ot
i‘ (Mdnulg'g/ j d[(/ ; ‘g‘w M tesdenoy .y
Ef s

l n. Mcl or .umAZ:a AEMOVAL Z;m‘rs RIAL
W P zAg_ ,é:.’ = £ 1824
I‘uu#% ez W//?)//J{ }? UNDERT x:‘;(/ l "ADDREES

boal Reglstrar LAl n‘/).(g”"’ﬂt 2 /W .

If il
Infant daughter Jessie Black Mewhirter (born & died 1922) died at 8 months, 14 days old of acute
nephritis, with “la gripp” [grippe] as a contributing factor, 6 Dec 1922 -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-
02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pld=751377510



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=751377510
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/41381_2421406271_0854-02883?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=751377510

14

Obituary of son Robert Black Mewhirter (1924-2003) — “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Sunday 1 Jun
2003 p 22
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Ruth Anne Alcorn
Becomes Bride Elect

. A
Anne Alcor: 10

!

Il hety

of

James

R

—

1"
B

L

‘\’- nirier "AS hf‘t", A
ol h er parents, Mr

and Mrs, Matthew M. A \
of Penn H

'I e couple hag hosen
Dee. 19 as the date | Lh
weddl

Mise A n e a « w In
the ! { ] on at
the of | g
The prospective bridegroom,
son of M and Mrs. Robe {
Y. M of } fVue
" n'! X! T I's
al Betha | "
m S N ¢« 1 at
M

Engagement of son James Black Mewhirter (1928-2018)

Sty

e

DECEMBER 19 has been
EWtM a1 the date for the
“martiage of Ruth Asne Al
“eorn and Jamey B, Mewhir-
for whois engagement was
“anmounced by the bride.
elact's parants, Mr. and Mrs,
Matthew M. Alcorn of Yar.
ona Road, Rowedale, The
‘prospactive beideqroam Iy o
pon of Mr, and Mry, Robert
Y. Mowhirter of Burmide
Avanue, Ballevue.

|
to Ruth

— Left: “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Friday 24 Jul 1959 p 9 — Right: “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette”
Monday 27 Jul 1959 p 12

- e— WIm A £ m

i
Anne Alcorn —to marry 19 Dec 1959
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Mewhirters *
ToLiveln
Penn Hills @

LB B

- el e A ol e o e e o e s o

- e

MRS. MEWHIRTER '

! |
Marriage of James Black Mewhirter to Ruth Anne Alcorn — “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Tuesday 5

Mr and Mrs. James Black
Mewhirter will make their
home in Laketon Road after
they return from a wedding
trip to New York City. Both
are assoclated with the Penn
Hills School District.

The bride Is the former
Ruth Anne Alcorn, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew M.
Alcorn of Verona Road, Ve
rona,

The ceremony Was per

formed on December 19 in
St Thomas Episcopal Church
with the Reverend H. Earle
Daugherty officiating. A re
ception followed in the church
social rooms.

For her wedding, the bride
chose a full length gown of
imported satin and alencon
lace, reembroidered in bridal
seed pearls. The princess
style bouffant skirt ended n
a chapel train. A half hat of
alencon lace held her finger.
tip vell and she carried a
white orchid on a white
prayer book.

Beatrice Pressley was mald
of honor, Barhara Alcorn, cou
sin of the bride and Marjorle
Brumbaugh were bridesmaids.
Carol Alcorn was her sister's
Junior bridesmald.

Robert B. Mewhirter was
his brother's best man. They
are the sons of Mr., and Mrs,
Robert Y. Mewhirter of Burn.
side Avenue, Bellevue. Dale
S, Laughner, Stewart Mayer

| and John Pancella ushered

Jan 1960 p 13

B LS e W oW L _
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JAMES B.
MEWHIRTER

1928 - 2018
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MEWHIRTER JAMES B.

Age 89, of O'Hara Twp., passed on Friday, September 7, 2018.
Beloved husband of Ruth Anne Mewhirter; loving father of
James D. (Jill), David M. (Belinda), Susan L. (Michael) Tag, and
Douglas R. (Allyson) Mewhirter; dear grandfather of Tyler,
Travis, Joshua, Cody, Rebekah, Connor, Cameron, and Owen.
Preceded in death by his brother Robert Mewhirter. James
worked for the Penn Hills School District for 33 years where
he was the Director of Guidance, teacher, and basketball
coach. A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday,
September 22, 2018 at 12 noon, in St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, 378 Delaware Ave, Qakmont, PA 15139. Memorial
contributions may be made in James's name to the Joseph A.
Massaro Alzheimer’s Research Fund, ¢/o The Pittsburgh
Foundation, Five PPG Place, Suite 250, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
or at http://pittsburghfoundation.org/Massaro Arrangements
entrusted to ENGLISH FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION
SERVICES, INC., Oakmont, PA. Online condolences may be

made to: englishfuneralhome.com

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/postgazette/obituary.aspx?n=james-b-
mewhirter&pid=190177597&fhid=4335

Siblings:
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 McCOUBREY —In Ogunquit, Me..
Mar. 20. Jennie McCoubrey, widow
of Samuel G. MceCouhrey in her
92d vear Beloved mother of Mrs.
Alden Shum. of Ogunquit., Me
Mrs Mary Norton of Brookline
and David McCoubrey. of Melrose
Serwces Wednesdav, Mar. 22, at
2 pm from the Roger K. Lucas
Funeral Home, Long Sands Rd..
York Village. Me. Relatives and
friends invited.

Obituary of sister Jennie Mewhirter McCoubrey — “Boston (MA) Globe” Wednesday 22 Mar 1961 p

47
o
)I
A Ballyclare ¢
B’
,\_/’
Location within Northemn Ireland

Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland — https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballyclare

Name: Robert York Mewhirter

Name variations: Newhirter - McWhirter

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private

Serial number: 250,825

Entered service from: Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Robert Mewhirter

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: notify friend Miss Barbara [also Barber] Black, 1258 Adams St. N.,
Pittsburgh PA [who became his wife]

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Robert Mewhirter

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend Miss Barbara Black, 1258 Adams St., North Side,
Pittsburgh PA (PFC, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)

World War | draft registration (1917):

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Robert York Mewhirter - b. 24 Aug 1884 (seems to read
1894) Belfast, Ireland; res: 710 Florence Ave., Avalon, Allegheny PA. NOK wife Mrs. Barbara
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Mewhirter, same address. Employed by Pressed Steel Car Company, McKee’s Rocks, Allegheny
PA. “scar above right wrist” — Height: 5’8” — weight: 150 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: 3Jan 1918 [and he sailed on Tuscania 21 days later]
Discharged: 12 Jun 1919

Address: 231 S. Starr Ave., Avalon PA

Rank/unit: private 1% class, 18" Co., 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 24 Aug 1884 Belfast, Ireland (naturalization document indicates: Ballyclara, County Antrim,
Ireland)

Died: 1 Feb 1973 Penn Hills, Allegheny PA (at home, 118 Castle Dr., Penn Hills PA)

Find A Grave record: 124348830 — presence on Tuscania indicated in text

Burial location: Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA

Cemetery: Union Dale

Tombstone: veteran

Father: Robert Mewhirter, 1841 Ireland — 4 Jun 1905 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland. Son of
James Mewhirter.
Find A Grave:

Mother: Mary York Mewhirter, ca. 1841 County Antrim, Ireland -

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage: 10 Oct 1864 Carrickfergus, County Antrim, Ireland, at Joymount Presbyterian
Church

Spouse: Barbara Black Mewhirter, 7 Apr 1892 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA — 2 Mar 1963 Pittsburgh,
Allegheny PA. Daughter of James Black (1858-1920) & Jesse Dewar (1864-1943). Named as his
friend when she was his wartime next-of-kin. Buried in Union Dale Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny
PA.

Spouse Find A Grave: 234409344

Marriage:

Children:

e Jessie Black Mewhirter, 24 Mar 1922 Avalon, Allegheny PA -6 Dec 1922 Avalon, Allegheny
PA. Daughter who died at 8 months, 14 days, of acute nephritis. Tombstone labeled “Our
darling.” Buried in Union Dale Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 234409385

e Robert Black Mewhirter, 29 Mar 1924 Bellevue, Allegheny PA - 18 May 2003 Port St. Lucie,
St. Lucie Co. FL. Husband of Naomi Eleanor Gorman. Buried in Union Dale Cemetery,
Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. Tombstone inscribed: “A loving son, brother, husband and
father.” F: 234409302

e James Black Mewhirter, 13 Nov 1928 Avalon, Allegheny PA -7 Sep 2018 O’Hara township,
Allegheny PA. Married Ruth Anne Alcorn 19 Dec 1959 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA.

Siblings: Robert York was the last child in the family.
e Margaret Jane Mewhirter, 2 Sep 1867 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland -
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e Jenny/Jennie Mewhirter McCoubrey, 29 Jul 1869 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland — 20 Mar
1961 Ogonquit, York ME. Married on 7 Dec 1892 in Joymount, Carrickfergus, Larne, Ireland
to Samuel Galway McCoubrey (1870-1948). Arrived in Alburgh VT on 4 Nov 1929. In 1935
resided in Brighton, Suffolk MA & in 1940 in York, York Co. ME. Buried in First Parish
Cemetery, York, York Co. ME. F; 120648174

e James Mewhirter, 6 Nov 1870 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland. His wife is listed as
Bessie, b. 1880.

o Agnes Mewhirter, 29 Sep 1872 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland — 9 Apr 1875 Ballyclare,
County Antrim, Ireland.

e Robert Mewhirter, 25 Aug 1874 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland — 10 Apr 1875 Ballyclare,
County Antrim, Ireland. His 15 name — Robert —is “used again” for the birth of the last child
in the family, Robert York Mewhirter.

e Rose Ann Mewhirter, 11 Jun 1879 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland -

e  William Mewhirter, 17 Mar 1881 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland — 12 Apr 1881 Ballyclare,
County Antrim, Ireland.

e Martha Mewhirter, 29 Jan 1882 Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland -

Notes:

His parents were allegedly residents of Larne, Ireland, at the time of the Tuscania sinking. Larne
was the location where many rescued Tuscania survivors were taken by boats.

Residents of Ballyclare, County Antrim, Ireland, in the 1901 Census of Ireland, conducted 31 Mar
1901.

Pre-war:

Sailed on “Empress of Ireland” to Quebec City, Quebec, Canada, in Sep 1906. Age 22, b. Ireland,
from County Antrim, heading to Ferguson, Ontario.

Arrived in the US at Niagara Falls NY on 4 Jan 1907

1916 Pittsburgh PA city directory:
Mewhirter, Robt., pipefitter, boards at 1256 Warlo

Wartime:

“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 — among those from Pittsburgh on board:
Pvt. Robert Mewhirter

“New York Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 — “Additional Survivors of Tuscania” — names released
10 Feb 1918 by the War Department include Robert McWhirter [sic] of Pittsburg PA.

Post-war:

Obituary:
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"North Hills (PA) News Record" 3 Feb 1973 p 6 - funeral 3 Feb, age 88, former resident Bellevue &
Avalon, machinist, b. Belfast, Northern Ireland, late wife Barbara (Black), survived by 2 sons

Social Security number: 170-03-5227
Censuses:

1920 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA - 1256 Warlo St.

Robert McWhirter (also indexed as McWhister), 35 Ireland, single, parents b. Ireland, machinist,
emigration year & citizenship status unknown, railroad, roomer with:

John & Jennie E. McMaster, their 8 children & 2 other roomers.

1930 Bellevue, Allegheny PA — 145 Meade Ave. — conducted 26 Apr 1930

Robert McWhirter, 45 Northern Ireland, parents b. Northern Ireland, age 36 at 1° marriage, pipe
fitter, steel car manufacturer, WWI veteran

Barbara, 37 PA, parents b. Scotland, age 28 at 1°* marriage

Robert B., 6 PA

James B., 1 year 5 months PA

1940 Avalon, Allegheny PA - 636 Florence Ave. — same place in 1935
Robert Mewhirter, 56 Eire, machinist, steel company

Barbara, 48 PA

Robert Jr., 16 PA

James, 11 PA



