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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Metzger, Cecil Gorton 
1892 PA – 1974 PA 
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Flower left by his granddaughter, Pamela Metzgar Price, on Find A Grave 66948060 

 
Wartime: 
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“McKean County Miner” (Smethport PA) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“McKean County Miner” (Smethport PA) Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
“McKean County Miner” (Smethport PA) Thursday 12 Jun 1919 p 8 

 



8 
 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

 



10 
 

 

NY, WWI Army card - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_620305176_0978-

02609?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=7c59b5221bedf07532b3e6622056dd77&usePUB=tru
e&_phsrc=hFB35025&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=267967 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7BCC-

S1MM?q.givenName=cecil%20gorton&q.surname=metzgar 
 

Wife #1 Velma Lillian Wilcox 
 

 
Veteran headstone in cemetery with 1st wife Velma Lillian Wilcox – Find A Grave 91085018 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_620305176_0978-02609?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=7c59b5221bedf07532b3e6622056dd77&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35025&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=267967
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_620305176_0978-02609?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=7c59b5221bedf07532b3e6622056dd77&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35025&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=267967
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_620305176_0978-02609?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=7c59b5221bedf07532b3e6622056dd77&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35025&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=267967
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Marriage of Cecil Gorton Metzgar to Velma Lillian Wilcox on 28 Jun 1922 in Olean, Cattaragus NY by 
minister William Bishop Gates – Cecil, age 30, b. Smethport PA, an oil pumper & Velma, age 26, b. 

Crosby PA, a school teacher - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61377/images/TH-1-9880-27702-

40?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=805328 
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Find A Grave 91085037 – PA death record of 1st wife, Velma Lillian WIlcox - cause of death: 

“exhaustion caused by cancer of the liver. Had excision of both breasts Jan 9th, 1928.” 
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Obituary of Clara Belle Kimm Wilcox (his 1st wife Velma Wilcox’s mother) notes attendance by Cecil 

Metzgar and Mrs. Grace Weese, so not yet married, and son Cecil Metzgar Jr. (Clara’s grandson) – 
“Kane (PA) Republican” Tuesday 23 Dec 1947 p 2 
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Obituary of his former mother-in-law Clara Belle Kimm Wilcox – “Potter Enterprise” (Coudersport 

PA) Thursday 25 Dec 1947 p 1 
 
 

Wife #2 Irene Grace Dunham 
 

 
Marriage license – “Warren (PA) Times Mirror” Friday 22 Apr 1932 p 2 
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Marriage of Irene Grace Dunham & Cecil Gorton Metzgar on 21 Apr 1932 – “Warren (PA) Times 

Mirror” Friday 22 Apr 1932 p 6 
 

 
“Kane (PA) Republican” Saturday 25 May 1935 p 7 

 

 
“Bradford (PA) Evening Star & Bradford Daily Record” Thursday 1 Feb 1940 p 2 

 
 
 

Wife #3 Reta Grace Monroe Keyes Weese 
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Find A Grave  66948060 with 2nd wife Reta Grace Monroe Keyes Weese Metzgar in Nettleton AR 

 

 
“McKean County Democrat” (Smethport PA) Thursday 3 Aug 1967 p 2 
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Obituary of wife Reta Grace Monroe Keyes Weese Metzgar – “Jonesboro (AR) Sun” 31 Jan 1972 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/2d8b9baf-506c-4bb9-a489-

5fb92baa8538?_phsrc=hFB35066&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/2d8b9baf-506c-4bb9-a489-5fb92baa8538?_phsrc=hFB35066&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/2d8b9baf-506c-4bb9-a489-5fb92baa8538?_phsrc=hFB35066&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/2d8b9baf-506c-4bb9-a489-5fb92baa8538?_phsrc=hFB35066&_phstart=successSource
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Randolph Co. WV marriage record of John Dayton Weese to Reta Grace Monroe Keyes - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/fa4d98ae-c2c5-49d5-a4f9-

d7123468305e?_phsrc=hFB35072&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

Son: 
 

Cecil Metzgar Jr. (1923-2007) Find A Grave 18479853 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/fa4d98ae-c2c5-49d5-a4f9-d7123468305e?_phsrc=hFB35072&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/fa4d98ae-c2c5-49d5-a4f9-d7123468305e?_phsrc=hFB35072&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90370182/person/76015790241/media/fa4d98ae-c2c5-49d5-a4f9-d7123468305e?_phsrc=hFB35072&_phstart=successSource
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“McKean County Miner” (Smethport PA) Thursday 22 Nov 1928 p 8 
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WWII draft card of Cecil Gorton Metzgar Jr., residing with NOK Cecil Sr. - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44033_05_00320-

00193?treeid=90370182&personid=280001768783&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB35118&_phstart=su
ccessSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=6928925 

 
 

 
“Potter (PA) Enterprise” Thursday 2 Jul 1944 p 1 
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“Bradford (PA) Evening Star & Bradford Daily Record” Tuesday 8 Aug 1944 p 4 

 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Simeon D. Metzgar – “Kane (PA) Republican” Wednesday 11 Mar 1936 p 2 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Laura/Lura Bean Metzgar – “Bradford (PA) Evening Star & Bradford Daily 

Record” Monday 12 Aug 1946 p 3 
 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother Burt T. Metzgar – “Kane (PA) Republican” Monday 3 Oct 1955 p 4 

 
Name:  Cecil Gorton Metzgar (Sr.) 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,589 
Entered service from:  Smethport, Indiana Co. PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Cecil G. Metzgar 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Simon D. Metzgar, 202 Greene St., Smithport PA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Cecil G. Metzgar 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Simon D. Metzgar, 202 W. Green St., Smithport PA 
(wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Cecil Gorton Metzgar  -  b. 8 Jan 1892 Smethport PA; res: 
Smethport, McKean PA. Single. Chauffeur & repair man for Fenton Whalen in Smethport PA. Short 
& stout. He has blue eyes. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): as Cecil O. Gorton – Smithport PA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  b. 8 Jan 1892 Smethport PA; res: PO Box 109, Bradford, 
McKean PA. NOK: Laura Metzgar, 108 W. Green Street, Smethport PA. Employed by Quaker State 
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Oil Refining Corp. at Pump Station, Lafferty Hollow, McKean Co. PA. Height: 5’8” – weight: 190 lbs. 
And now he has brown eyes.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 15 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 10 Jun 1919 
Address:  202 W. Green St., Smethport PA 
Rank/unit:  wagoner, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Jan 1892 Smethport (Smithport), Indiana PA     
Died:  9 Jan 1974 PA 
Cecil has two Find A Grave records. A family member thinks, because his body was cremated, that 
cremains may have been actually buried in both cemeteries. 
 
Find A Grave record:  91085018 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Colegrove, McKean PA 
Cemetery:  Norwich 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Wagr US Army 
 
Find A Grave record: 66948060 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location: Jonesboro, Craighead AR 
Cemetery: Nettleton 
Tombstone: regular tombstone, not a veteran’s one 
 
Father:  Simeon Deviticus  Metzgar, 23 Apr 1850 Pine Grove township, Warren PA – 10 Mar 1936 
Smethport, McKean PA. Son of Levi Metzgar & Catherine Allen. Died of lobar pneumonia. His 
tombstone is inscribed “Colo. Rocky Mt. Granite Atltitude 11,000 Ft.” Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Smethport, McKean PA. 
Find A Grave: 68182707 
 
Mother: Lura Bean Metzgar, 29 Dec 1865 Minister, Forest PA – 9 Aug 1946 Bradford, McKean PA. 
Daughter of Abraham Bean & Nancy Whitton. Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. Buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, Smethport, McKean PA. 
Find A Grave:  68182742 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  Velma Lillian Wilcox, 10 Jul 1895 Crosby, McKean PA – 2 Jul 1928 Norwich, McKean PA. 
Daughter of Irving George Wilcox & Clara Belle Kimm. Graduate of Penn State College in 1917 with 
a teaching degree.Died of liver cancer, after a double mastectomy.  Buried in Norwich Cemetery, 
Colegrove, McKean PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  91085037 
Marriage: 28 Jun 1922 Olean, Cattaraugus NY  
“McKean Democrat,” 6 July 1922 p 1: 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvan C. Wilcox of Crosby announce the marriage of their daughter, Velma 
Lillian to Cecil Gorton Metzgar, of this place, the ceremony having been performed at the 
Presbyterian Manse, Olean, N.Y., on Wednesday, June 28 at 12 o’clock A.M., the Rev. Wm. 
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Gates officiating.  They were attended by Mr. Milford Marsh of Crosby as best man and Miss 
Ethel Howard of Straights as bridesmaid. 
    After a brief wedding trip including Jamestown, Chautauqua Lake and Buffalo the young 
couple returned to Bordell to reside, Mr. Metzgar being employed at that place by the Dana 
Adams Oil Co., of Bradford. 
    The bride of this happy event is very well known here, having graduated from the 
Smethport high school in 1914 and has since been engaged in teaching.  She will conduct 
the school at Bordell next year. 
    The groom is one of our most energetic and popular young men, son of Mr. and Mrs. S.d.  
[sic] Metzgar who until recently has been connected with the State Game Commission in 
the capacity of Deputy Warden for a number of years.  Cecil is one of the survivors of the ill-
fated Tuscania which was torpedoed off the coast of Ireland in the late war and gave 
splendid service as a member of the forestry division of the U.S. Expeditionary forces in 
France. 
 
Spouse: Irene Grace Dunham Metzgar. Also found as Grace Irene Dunham. Married in 1932 
but by 1940, the couple appeared estranged ,  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 21 Apr 1932 Warren Co. PA at the First Lutheran Church. Was married to Irene as 
of 30 Mar 1934 when he filed PA veterans’ compensation. Estranged by Jan 1940 when he 
published 1st of notices disclaiming her debts as she had left him. 
 
Spouse: Reta Grace Monroe Keyes Weese Metzgar, 4 Jul 1909 Beverly, Randolph WV – 29 Jan 1972 
Jonesboro, Craighead AR. Daughter of Thomas Monroe & Delia Chenoweth. Her birth record lists 
her as a single birth, but her brother Ernest Monroe shares the same birthdate. – Married on 18 Jun 
1927 in Randolph Co. WV to Kenneth Bliss Keyes (1909-1977, F: 159978988). Divorced by 20 Jul 
1935 when Kenneth remarried. – Married John Dayton Weese (1898-1964, F: 150484990) on 24 May 
1941 in Randolph Co. WV as Reta Grace Monroe Keyes. - Buried in Nettleton Cemetery, Jonesboro, 
Craighead AR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  66948049 
Marriage: sometime after late Dec 1947 when she appeared as Mrs. Grace Weese with Cecil & her 
son at her mother’s funeral 
 
Children: Cecil Gorton Metzgar Jr., 18 Nov 1923 – 13 Mar 2007. Stationed in the Philippines with the 
US Army in WWII. Moved to Jonesboro, Craighead AR in 1944. Wife Betty Virginia Wilson, to whom 
he was married for 61 years at the time of his death. They married 21 Apr 1946 in AR. She was a 
resident of Jonesboro AR & he a resident of Bradford PA. Master electrician. Owner/operator of 
Metzgar Service. Also taught electrical apprentices at vocational-technical schools. Had son & 
daughter. Buried in Jonesboro Memorial Park Cemetery, Jonesboro, Craighead AR. F: 18479853 
 
Siblings:  Cecil was the youngest of the 3 surviving sons. 

• Burt T. Metzgar, 11 Mar 1879 Brookston, Forest PA – 2 Oct 1955 Keating township, McKean 
Co. PA. Husband of Myrtle L. Davis (1880-1971). Died of a coronary occlusion while he was 
driving his car. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Smethport, McKean PA. F: 68183251 
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• Harry Harold Metzgar, 26 May 1890 PA – 3 Aug 1956 Camden Co. MO. Husband of Minnie 
Estella Brogan (1889 PA – 1980 CA) whom he married 6 Aug 1912 in Cattaraugus Co. NY. 
Buried in Mount Rose Memorial Park, Lebanon, Laclede PA. F: 70595353 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“McKean County Miner" (Smethport PA) 14 Mar 1918 p 1 - letter written 8 Feb 1918 from Ireland. 
Wrote his mother that his feet didn't get wet. Doesn't say much for fear of the censor,. He got 
quinsy just after sailing. It was a bad case which broke the night before the ship was torpedoed. He  
had not eaten for 8 days so he was going to supper for his 1st meal when the ship was torpedoed. 
Waited on board for 2 hours before rescued. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
- in 1971, was Int'l Brotherhood of Electrical Workers union's business agent, res. of Jonesboro AR 
 
Obituary: 
 
The Genealogy Society of Craighead County reports that Cecil’s obituary appeared in the 
“Jonesboro Sun” of 10 January 1974 on page 5B. (http://www.gscca.net/1885-2016-Met.htm) 
 
Social Security number: 189-10-0644 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Smethport, McKean PA 
Simeon Metzgar, 49 PA, Apr 1851, father b. ME, mother b. PA, married 22 years, shipper, window 
glass 
Laura, 36 PA, Dec 1863, parents b. NY, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
Burt, 21 PA, Mar 1879, box nailer, glass company 
Henry H., 10 PA, May 1890, at school 
Cecil G., 8 PA, Jan 1892, at school 
 
1910 Smethport, McKean PA 
Simon Mitzgar [sic], 60 PA, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 31 years, box maker, glass 
plant 
Lora, 46 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
Harry, 19 PA, machinist, automobile shop 
Cecil, 17 PA 
 
1920 Smethport, McKean PA – W. Green St. 
Simeon D. Metzgar, 68 PA, father b. Holland, mother b. NY,, box maker, glass factory 
Laura, 54 PA, father b. PA, mother b. NJ 

http://www.gscca.net/1885-2016-Met.htm
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Cecil, 28 PA, parents b. PA, single, taxi driver for self 
[previous census entry is for brother Bert Metzgar & his wife Myrtle] 
 
1930 Smethport, McKean PA – 108 Green St. 
Bert Metzgar, 50 PA, parents b. PA, age 22 at 1st marriage, laborer, oil fields, not a veteran 
Myrtle, 47 PA, parents b. PA, age 19 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Cecil, 38 PA, parents b. PA, widower, truck driver for lumber yard, WWI veteran 
 


