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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Meredith, Archie Gilmore 
1889 WI – 1947 WI 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 30 Jul 1947 p 4 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 1 Jul 1947 p 4 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 3 Jul 1947 p 4 
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“Iron County Miner” (Hurley WI) Friday 31 Jul 1942 p 11 

 
Wife; 

 

 
Obituary of wife Vera Scott Meredith – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 20 Jul 1981 p 
25 
 

 
Houghton Co. MI marriage record of Archie Gilmore Meredith & Vera N. Scott on 1 Jun 1920 
- https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342319-
00142?pId=333801 
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Estate of wife – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 29 Jul 1981 p 23 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Friday 7 Feb 1941 p 4 
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Obituary of Vera Scott Meredith’s mother, Arminia (Minnie) Stewart Scott – “Oshkosh (WI) 

Northwestern” Friday 27 Nov 1953 p 4 
 

Parents: 
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50th wedding anniversary of parents -  

“Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” Thursday 21 Jul 1938 p 8 
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Death of father Moses G. Meredith – “Iron County Miner” (Hurley WI) Friday 6 Jul 1945 p 8 

 

 
Father Moses Gilmore Meredith - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/cfc94249-21f9-4e4e-848e-
a11d11e1cdf1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/cfc94249-21f9-4e4e-848e-a11d11e1cdf1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/cfc94249-21f9-4e4e-848e-a11d11e1cdf1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/cfc94249-21f9-4e4e-848e-a11d11e1cdf1
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Obituary of mother Susan Drout Meredith, d. 28 Jan 1941 – “Ironwood (MI) Daily Globe” 

Thursday 30 Jan 1941 p 8 
 

 
“Iron County Miner” (Hurley WI) Friday 7 Feb 1941 p 8 

 
Siblings: 
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Sibling #3 - VA death record of brother John James Meredith (1897-1976) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/43006_172028008877_0269-00429 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/43006_172028008877_0269-00429
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150638979/media/43006_172028008877_0269-00429
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Sibling #4 - Obituary of sister Lillian Janice Meredith Crews – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 

Saturday 21 Mar 1992 p 7 
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Acting career of Lillian Janice Meredith (AKA Billy Janice Meredith) – “Iron County News” 

(Hurley WI) Saturday 22 Oct 1927 p 4 
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“Billy Janice Meredith” appears in “Seventh Heaven” in Texas – “Abilene (TX) Daily 
Reporter” Wednesday 25 Jan 1928 p 2 
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“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Monday 10 Oct 1927 p 11 
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** 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 18 Oct 1927 p 11 
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“Decatur (IL) Evening Herald” Sunday 16 Sep 1928 p 20 
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“Decatur (IL) Daily Review” Monday 19 Nov 1928 p 8 
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Sibling # 5 - Wedding of George Clayton Meredith to Pearl Antoinette Organist – her maid of 
honor, sister Frances Organist, marries the best man, the groom’s brother Donald Bernard 

Meredith – “Iron County News” (Hurley WI) Saturday 25 Jun 1932 p 8 
 

 

  
Sibling #6 - Obituary of sister Ethel Grace Meredith Callahan (1903-1991) – “Kenosha (WI) 
News” Saturday 6 Jul 1991 p 11 
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Ethel Grace Meredith & husband Bryan John Callahan - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150637544/media/36181ca0-3ac8-4ad1-be13-

975cc5d28662 
 

 
 

 
Sibling #9 - SD marriage record of James Carlton Meredith & Katheryn M. Parrow/Barrow - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_36-
3473?pId=253167  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150637544/media/36181ca0-3ac8-4ad1-be13-975cc5d28662
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150637544/media/36181ca0-3ac8-4ad1-be13-975cc5d28662
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/165267732/person/322150637544/media/36181ca0-3ac8-4ad1-be13-975cc5d28662
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_36-3473?pId=253167
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_36-3473?pId=253167
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Burial information for brother James Carlton Meredith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_646933_0472-
02706?pId=1652397 
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Sibling #10 - Obituary of sister Faith Victoria Meredith Barry - “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” 

Wednesday 21 Jul 2004 p 4 
 
 

Tuscania & military: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KZXT-
7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSM2-4M3Z 
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Brothers Archie & John meet in Winchester, England – with John (Jack) reporting that Archie 
was listed as dead in newspapers – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 12 
Feb 1930 p 13 



28 
 

 

    
The original story (later corrected) “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 4 Feb 
1930 p 11 
 
Sergeant Archie G. Meredith tells his story from a different perspective from many other narratives, 
since he was below decks in the turbine room. Finding the deck crowded with boxing fans, he had 
gone below to visit with his friends, “Chief Howith” (1st Engineer John Howith) and Alex 
Cunningham, of the British merchant marines. About 4:30 p.m. the chief invited Meredith to 
accompany him on his usual daily inspection of the turbines and machinery.  
 
After about an hour, while in the turbine room, Meredith said he felt a strong impression that he 
should head to dinner. “I had just mounted the steps after telling the Chief that I would see him 
later, when suddenly there was a terrific explosion, followed by the sound of a million dishes 
breaking to bits, falling down a long stairway.” The ship lurched; the lights went out.  
 
Meredith had barely recovered his balance “when the emergency lights came on and looking over 
my shoulder, I saw where the dynamos had been and a great rent in the hull of the ship.” He heard 
Chief Howith call to his men. “They got us.” Then Howith told Meredith to go up. “I seemed glued to 
the stairway, for already the water was rushing across the engine room floor, and splashing on 



29 
 

 

steam pipes and the sizzling sputtering noises seem to mark time with the tiny tongued waves that 
raced across the room in quest of everything – even life itself.” 
 
As Meredith began to adjust his lifebelt, the chief came out from behind the stairs and told him to 
take his time. “We will float for hours, laddies,” the chief said, and “Tie a hard knot in your lifebelt 
and go up and tell the others to be cool.’ His words had a magical effect on me,” said Meredith, 
who climbed the stairs until he reached the main hall below the exit to the deck. “As I stepped 
through the doors, they closed with a clank and the crew worked feverishly to tighten the locks so 
as to make everything in the bulkhead waterproof.” 
Page 111-112 In contrast, Archie Meredith reported “the survival of the fittest” when he reached 
the exit to the deck from his location in the engine room with Chief Howith. “In the hall I found 
myself in a cursing, praying, fighting, pleading mob, where order was unknown and the mightiest 
made his way most easily. In the flare of pocket flashlights I saw hundreds of pale faces distorted 
with fear, and men with glaring eyes savagely pushing their way to the fore, heeding only the first 
law of nature – self preservation.” 
 
Recalling Chief Howith’s reassurance that the ship would float for hours, and Howith’s instructions 
to secure his lifebelt and remain cool, Meredith continued: “I called as loud as I could, repeating 
the orders I had received and never again in my life, do I hope to see anything have such a magical 
effect. I had heard of men about to drown, grasping at a straw – they do without a doubt. Here was 
the straw of hope, not my word, but the word of one who knew.  
 
“Order came out of nothing; the word was passed on and on to the deck of the ship, and men 
walked and assisted each other. Bunkies [those sharing accommodations] called to each other, 
and guided each other in the dark to the proper doorways. Cheers replaced the curses and 
pleadings of the moments before, and hearts were filled with hope as I came on deck in my turn.” 
Page 117 
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From Marilyn C. Gahm “The Sinking of the Tuscania” 
 
 
Name:  Archie Gilmore Meredith 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,585 
Entered service from:  Mellen, Ashland WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Archie G. Meredith 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Moses G. Meredith, Mellen WI 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Archie G. Meredith 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Moses G. Meredith, Mellen WI (sgt 1st class, 17th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Archie G. Meredith - b. 23 Jul 1889 Phillips WI; res: Mellen, 
Ashland WI. Single. No dependents. Real estate & insurance, secretary of Commercial Club. 
Employed by “no one.” Business in Mellen WI. Tall & stout. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): E.R.A. Bldg., Oshkosh WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Archie Gilmore Meredith - b. 23 Jul 1889 Phillips WI; res: 
279 W. New York Ave., Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. NOK Mrs. Vera Meredith, same address. 
Employed by Fire Association of Philadelphia, 401 Walnut St., Philadelphia PA, at E.R.A. Building, 
Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. Height: 5’11” – 285 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Mellen WI 
Rank/unit:  sergeant 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Jul 1889 Phillips, Price WI  
Died: 30 Jun 1947 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI (heart attack at his home, 279 W. New York Ave., 
Oshkosh WI)    
Find A Grave record: 192359927 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Oshkosh, Winnebago WI 
Cemetery:  Lake View Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Moses (Mose) Gilmore Meredith, 857 (also found as 9 Jan 1858) St. Stephens, New 
Brunswick, Canada – Jun 1945 Mellen, Ashland WI. Son of James Meredith & Jane Gilmore. Buried 
in Mellen Union Cemetery, Mellen, Ashland WI. 
Find A Grave:  12935955 
 
Mother: Susan (Susannah) Drout Meredith, 1860 (also found as 11 Feb 1869) Joliet IL – 28 Jan 1941 
Mellen, Ashland WI. Daughter of John Drout (1829-1899) & Mary E. Baker (1840-1911). “Madison 
(WI) Capital Times” Friday 31 Jan 1941 p 19 – State Deaths: in Mellen, Mrs. M.G. Meredith, age 70. - 
Buried in Mellen Union Cemetery, Mellen, Ashland WI. 
Find A Grave:  12935958 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Jul 1888 Molitor, Taylor WI – obituary says married in Medford, Taylor WI 
 
Spouse: Vera N. Scott Meredith, 2 Sep 1892 WI – 17 Jul 1981 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. Daughter of 
Alexander John Scott (1858-1936, F: 186294490) & Arminia (Minnie) M. Stewart (F: 186294869). 
Buried in Lake View Memorial Park, Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  192359939 
Marriage:  2 Jun 1920 Hancock, Houghton MI. Vera N. Scott. Archie Meredith, age 31, resident of 
Mellen WI, b. Phillips WI, insurance agent, son of Moses Meredith & Susan Drout, this being his 1st 
marriage – Vera N. Scott, age 28, resident of Hancock MI, was a resident of Duluth MN., born 
Washburn WI, nurse, daughter of Alexander Scott & Minnie Stewart, this being her 1st marriage. 
 
Children: 
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Siblings:  Archie was the oldest child. 

• Emmeline Marguerite Meredith Fuller, 21 Mar 1894 Price Co. WI – 14 Jul 1987 St. Louis Co. 
MN. Married 11 Nov 1916 in St. Louis Co. MN to Frederic Hudson Fuller (1892-1981). 

• John James (“Jack”) Meredith, 7 Jun 1897 Mellen, Ashland WI – 3 Jul 1976 Alexandria, 
Alexandria City VA. Husband of (Minnie) Inez Weber (1911-1990, F: 147857441). In the US 
Navy in Jun 1947. Buried in National Memorial Park, West Falls Church, Fairfax VA. F: 
138354950 

• Lillian Janice Meredith Crews, 2 Jan 1899 Mellen, Ashland WI – 20 Mar 1992 Wausau, 
Marathon WI. SSN 579-32-0958. During the 1920s, using the stage name Billy Janice 
Meredith, she was one of the stars in “7th Heaven,” a touring acting company.  Wife of John 
Randolph Crews (1903-1964, F: 12923000, buried in Mellen Union Cemetery). Resident of 
Chicago IL in Jun 1947 & Jul 1991 in Wausau WI.  She taught speech & French at the 
University of Illinois.  Used the name Janice instead of Lillian. 

• George Clayton Meredith, 4 Jul 1901 Mellen, Ashland WI – 29 Jan 1977 Saxon, Iron WI. 
Married Pearl Antoinette Organist, daughter of John (F: 166654101) & Johanna Organist (F: 
166654505), on 14 Jun 1932 in St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Saxon, Iron WI. (“Iron County 
News” [Hurley WI] Saturday 25 Jun 1932 p 8]. Pearl’s sister Frances married George’s 
brother Donald. Frances had been George & Pearl’s maid of honor, while Donald had been 
the best man. Tombstore shared with Pearl but she is not on Find A Grave. Buried in Lake 
View Cemetery, Saxon, Iron WI. F: 225962711 

• Ethel Grace Meredith Callahan, 18 Sep 1903 Ashland Co. WI – 5 Jul 1991 Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI (Woodstock Health Care Center). Wife of Bryan John Callahan (1898-1951, F: 
118653910), whom she married in Duluth, St. Louis MN on 14 Feb 1927. Buried in St. James 
Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 139152917 

• Donald Bernard Meredith, 2 Feb 1905 Mellen, Ashland WI – 21 Feb 1985 Saxon, Iron WI. 
Husband of Frances Organist (1907-1973, F: 134788562), daughter of John (F: 166654101) 
& Johanna Organist (F: 166654505). Frances’s sister Pearl Organist married Donald’s 
brother George. Buried in Lake View Cemetery, Saxon, Iron WI. F: 134788557 

• Arthur Thomas Meredith, 11 Nov 1907 Mellen, Ashland WI – 8 Oct 1966 Mellen, Ashland WI. 
Husband of Mary B. Biolette (1909-2001, F: 12935978). Buried in Mellen Union Cemetery, 
Mellen, Ashland WI. F: 12935976 

• James Carlton Meredith, 2 May 1909 Mellen, Ashland WI – 5 May 1960 Baltimore MD. 
Married Catheryn (Cathryn) Parrow (often listed as Barrow) on 8 Mar 1938 in Marshall Co. 
SD. In 1942, employed at a C.C.C. camp in Allen, St. Louis Co. MN. Sergeant in the US Army 
Air Forces in WWII. Buried in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington Co. VA. F: 
49259808 

• Faith Victoria Meredith Barry, 19 Sep 1911 Mellen, Ashland WI – 17 Jul 2004 Wausau, 
Marathon WI. Wife of Clark Edward Barry (1910-2009), whom she married 8 Feb 1934 in 
Mellen, Ashland WI. Resident of Ashland WI in Jun 1947. Her married surname is often 
found spelled Berry.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 – “An Additional List of Survivors of the 
Tuscania Sinking” includes the name of A.C. [sic] Meredith of Mellen WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 27 Jan 1942 p 7 – the National Tuscania Survivors 
Association will meet in Wisconsin Rapids WI on Feb. 7 & 8. There were 5 on board from Oshkosh, 
with 4 still residents of Oshkosh, among them A.G. Meredith. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Oshkosh Northwestern" 30 Jun 1947 p 4 & 1 Jul 1947 p 4 & 23 Jul 1947 p 4 – died at age 57, 
Oshkosh insurance agent, in ill health past few months, b. 23 Jul 1889 Phillips WI. Son of Mosses 
[sic] G. & Susan (Drout) Meredith. Resident of Oshkosh WI for the past 20 years. A state agent with 
Fire Association of Philadelphia PA about 20 years, before that the company's special agent for 8 
years, so connected with that company for the last 28 years. About 28 years ago married Vera Scott 
of Houghton MI. American Legion member, former past Legion commander, WWI veteran. Funeral 
3 Jul 1947 with burial in Lakeview. Survived by wife, 4 sisters, 5 brothers. His will was submitted to 
probate in Jul 1947. All his estate went to wife Vera S. Meredith - $5000 personal property, $3000 
real estate   
 
 
Social Security number: 345-05-7625 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Morse, Ashland WI 
Moses G. MERDISH, 42 Canada, Jan 1855, parents b. Ireland, married 12 years, emigrated 1881, in 
US for 19 years, naturalized, woods superintendent [misspelled “superintendant”] 
Sousiana D., 30 IL, Feb 1870, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Archie G., 10 WI, Jul 1889, at school 
Emiline M., 6 WI, Mar 1894, at school 
Johnie J., 2 WI, Jun 1897 
Lillian J., 1 WI, Jan 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Morse, Ashland WI – as of 1 Jun 1905 
Moses G. Meredith, 47 Canada, parents b. Ireland, wood labor 
Susanna, 32 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. NY 
Archie G., 16 WI, student 
Emeline, 10 WI 
John, 8 WI 
Lillian, 6 WI 
George, 3 WI 
Ethel, 2 WI 
Donald, 4 months WI 
 
1910 Mellen, Ashland WI – River St. – conducted 16 Apr 1910 
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Mose MERDITH, 52 Canada, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, emigrated 1880, 
estimator, woods 
Susan, 40 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
Artchie, 20 WI, real estate, office 
Emiline, 16 WI 
John, 12 WI 
Lily, 11 WI 
Geo., 8 WI 
Ethel, 6 WI 
Donald, 5 WI 
Arthur, 2 WI 
James, 11 months WI 
 
1920 Mellen, Ashland WI 
Mose G. Meredith, 62 Canada, parents b. Ireland, emigration date unknown, manager, lumber 
camp 
Susan, 49 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. NY 
Archie, 30 WI, single, insurance superintendent, Northern Insurance Co. 
John, 22 WI 
Lillian, 21 WI 
George, 18 WI 
Ethel, 16 WI 
Donald, 14 WI 
Arthur, 12 WI 
James, 10 WI 
Faith, 8 WI [misread & misindexed as Frank – listed as daughter] 
 
1930 Mellen, Ashland WI 
Archie Meredith, 41 WI, father b. Canada, mother b. IL, age 31 at 1st marriage, agent, insurance, 
WWI veteran 
Vera, 39 MI, father b. Scotland, mother b. WI, age 29 at 1st marriage 
 
1930 Mellen, Ashland WI [on same page as Archie’s entry] 
Moses G. Meredith, 72 Canada, parents b. Northern Ireland, emigrated 1885, naturalized, age 30 at 
1st marriage, cruiser, timber 
Susanna, 60 IL, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Donald, 25 WI, cattle dealer, cattle 
Arthur, 23 WI, deliveryman, grocery store 
James, 20 WI, baggageman, depot 
Faith, 18 WI 
& 2 female lodgers, who are schoolteachers  
 
 
1940 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI – in 1935 in same place 
A.J. [sic] Meredith, 50 WI, insurance salesman, general insurance 
Vera, 47 WI 
 
 


