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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

Meidam, Irvin Henry 
1899 WI – 1980 WI 
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Irwin Henry Meidam – Left: “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 10 Sep 1918 p 4 – Right: “Appleton (WI) 
Post-Crescent” 21 May 1919 p 1  
 

 
Irvin Henry Meidam with parents, Mary Meta Korte Meidam & Henry Richard Meidam - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/67908363/person/36184045338/media/00b8a074-2957-4ce5-abff-d14bc9a82c27 

 

Irvin Henry Meidam & wife Hazel Anastasia VanHeuklon Meidam - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/67908363/person/36184029208/media/86893185-d108-4f6b-b493-45813b354f5f 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/67908363/person/36184045338/media/00b8a074-2957-4ce5-abff-d14bc9a82c27
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/67908363/person/36184045338/media/00b8a074-2957-4ce5-abff-d14bc9a82c27
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50th wedding anniversary – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 19 Aug 1970 p 35 and  

https://littlechutehistory.org/genealogy/showmedia.php?mediaID=16721&medialinkID=16754  
 
 

https://littlechutehistory.org/genealogy/showmedia.php?mediaID=16721&medialinkID=16754
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Find A Grave 147538318 
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Obituary of Irvin Henry Meidam – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 9 Oct 1980 p 37 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KHGT-

1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BYM-FF3Z 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KHGT-1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BYM-FF3Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KHGT-1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BYM-FF3Z
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 10 Sep 1918 p 4 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 5 Feb 1919 p 5 
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Letter from Franz Polzer in Luxembourg about hosting Irvin in his home in Reuland as of 26 Nov 

1919, with the American troops departing on 2 Dec 1919 & arriving in Germany in Dec 1919. Irvin 
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spoke German and he told Franz his mother spoke it fluently. (She was born in Germany.) – 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 6 Jan 1919 p 3 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 5 Feb 1919 p 5 
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Accompanied by his photo – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 21 May 1919 p 1 
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All Tuscania survivors – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 22 May 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 9 Sep 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 21 Apr 1920 p 6 

 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage license of Irvin Henry Meidam & Hazel Van Heuklon – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Thursday 29 Jul 1920 p 5 
 

 
Marriage on 3 Aug 1920 – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 3 Aug 1920 p 5 
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Wife Hazel VanHeuklon Meidam - 

https://littlechutehistory.org/genealogy/showmedia.php?mediaID=16723&medialinkID=16756 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 14 Aug 1970 p 10 

 
 

 

https://littlechutehistory.org/genealogy/showmedia.php?mediaID=16723&medialinkID=16756
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Obituary of wife Hazel Van Heuklon Meidam – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 7 Sep 1982 p 
37 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of son Irvin J. (Ditty) Meidam (1921-1990) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 3 Jul 

1990 p 22 
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Ironically, son Irvin saves a boy from drowning in the Pigeon River after falling through the ice by the 
dam – since his other son Elmer had died when he fell through the Pigeon River ice near the dam – 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 22 Dec 1938 p 11 
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Obituary of son Theodore James Meidam (1922-1998) - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 9 

Jul 1998 p 14 
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Drowning death of son Elmer Meidam (1923-1928) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 18 Feb 

1928 p 6 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 19 Feb 1928 p 1 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 18 Feb 1928 p 4 
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Obituary of son Patrick George Meidam (1926-1995) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 3 Sep 

1995 p 20 
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Obituary of daughter-in-law June May Rusch Meidam, widow of son Patrick George Meidam - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/postcrescent/name/june-meidam-
obituary?pid=158375753 
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Obituary of daughter Irene Rose Meidam Dollar Masson Johnson (1929-2021) - 

https://lmtribune.com/obituaries/irene-rose-johnson/article_145cce88-3bbe-5d0f-a03b-
32eaec19945c.html 

 

 
Divorce of daughter Mary Catherine Meidam (1924-1995) from husband Francis G. Harris in 1975 – 

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 14 Jan 1975 p 9 

https://lmtribune.com/obituaries/irene-rose-johnson/article_145cce88-3bbe-5d0f-a03b-32eaec19945c.html
https://lmtribune.com/obituaries/irene-rose-johnson/article_145cce88-3bbe-5d0f-a03b-32eaec19945c.html
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Death of sister Mary Katherine Meidam Harris – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Thursday 9 Feb 1995 p 

6 
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Daughter Mary – son Patrick – and son Irvin & wife Gloria – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 27 
Jul 1945 p 15 
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Obituary of daughter Pauline T. Meidam Beyer Sohr  (1932-2020) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Wednesday 25 Mar 2020 p A7 
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Engagement of Pauline Theresa Meidam to Allen Arthur Beyer – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Friday 28 Mar1952 p 18 
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Wedding of daughter Pauline Theresa Meidam to her 1st husband, Allen Beyer, on 19 Apr 1952 – 

“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 24 Apr 1952 p 32 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Henry Richard Meidam (1874-1954) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 

26 May 1954 p 34 
 

Mother: 
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The obituary of his mother Mary Korte Meidam in the “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 6 Mar 

1919 p 2 could have used more accuracy – “Ervin” is Irvin – “Edwin” is Adrian – “Vernie” is Vera - 
“Essel” is Ethel – while Jeanette & Pearl are correct. 
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Probate of mother Mary Meta Korte Meidam – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 25 Mar 1919 

p 11 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Jeannette M. Meidam Dailey (1906-1980) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Tuesday 8 Apr 1980 p 40 
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Obituary of sister Vera Martha Meidam Barrett (1908-2004) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Tuesday 13 Jan 2004 p 15 
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Obituary of sister Pearl Mildred Meidam Myers (1911-1943) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Monday 22 Mar 1943 p 7 
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Obituary of brother Adrian William Meidam (1912-1984) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 1 

Apr 1984 p 6 
 



50 
 

 

 
 

Obituary of sister Ethel Katherine Meidam Linskens (1915-1982) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 
Tuesday 26 Jan 1982 p 37 

       
 
 
   
Name: Irvin Henry Meidam 
Name variations: Maidam 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. D - private 
Serial number:  251,192 
Entered service from:  Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Irvin H. Meidam  
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Mary Meidam, 426 Eldorado St., Appleton WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Irvin H. Meidam 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Henry Meidam, Appleton WI (PFC, Co. D, 107th Supply 
Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Erwin Henry Meidam (on top line) but signatures looks like 
Irwin – b. 28 Jul 1899 Appleton WI; res: Embarrass, Waupaca WI. NOK wife Mrs. Hazel Meidam, 
same address. Self-employed, electrician & contractor, Embarrass WI. Height: 5’8” – 185 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  
Discharged:  
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Jul 1899 Appleton, Outagamie WI  
Died: 8 Oct 1980 Clintonville, Waupaca WI  
Find A Grave record: 147538318 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Clintonville, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery:  St. Rose 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Henry Richard Meidam, 11 Dec 1874 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 25 May 1954 Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. Son of Dennis VanOoyen Meidam & Martha VanOoyen. Buried in Riverside 
Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI.  
Find A Grave:  146802027 
 
Mother: Mary Meta Korte Meidam, 18 Jul 1878 Germany – 5 Mar 1919 Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
Daughter of Wilhelm Korte & Catherine M. Tiedesmann. Dropped dead while visiting at the home of 
Mrs. Fred Harriman. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
Find A Grave:  217950152 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Hazel Anastasia VanHeuklon Meidam, 14 Aug 1896 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 6 Sep 1982 
Embarrass, Waupaca Co. WI. SSN 388-16-3654. Daughter of Cornelius VanHeuklon (1865-1930, 
buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Appleton WI) & Catherine Theresa Donnelly (1865-1965). Buried in 
St. Rose Cemetery, Clintonville, Waupaca WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  147829078 
Marriage: 3 Aug 1920 in Appleton, Outagamie WI 
 
Children: 

• Irvin James (“Ditty”) Meidam, 4 May 1921 Grand Chute, Outagamie WI – 22 Jun 1990 Texas 
City, Galveston TX. Referred to sometimes as Junior but he & his father use different middle 
names. Husband of Gloria Jean Reed (1925-1999, F: 154493701).  Retired supervisor of day 
production at Union Carbide. Buried in Forest Park East Cemetery, Webster, Harris TX. F: 
203260619 

• Theodore Martin (“Ted”) Meidam, 16 Sep 1922 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 8 Jul 1998 
Shawano, Shawano WI. Married on 28 Aug 1948 in Shawano Co. WI to Ruth (“Butchie”) 
Beversdorf/Beaversdorf. Buried in Friendship Cemetery, Belle Plaine, Shawano WI. F: 
154625860 

• Elmer Joseph Meidam, 19 Sep 1923 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 16 Feb 1928 Clintonville, 
Waupaca WI. Died at age 4 of drowning in the Pigeon River when he fell through the ice as 
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he & brother Ted were on their way to school. They had left the usual path across the ice to 
slide at a spot near the dam. The two brothers clung to the ice and Ted was rescued by 
Arnold Weade, who slipped a board under his coat. Elmer lost his grip on the ice and was 
carried downstream by the current against the flume of the dam. Find A Grave site gives 
incorrect death year of 1926. Buried in St. Rose Cemetery, Clintonville, Waupaca WI. F: 
147829061 

• Mary Katherine Meidam Harris, 13 Sep 1924 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 29 Jan 1995 
Shawano Co. WI (or Clintonville, Waupaca WI) Was her husband Francis (Frank) Guiles 
(1921-2004, F: 155515068), the son of Samuel Raphael Harris & Ida G. Slater? Married 23 
Oct 1945 & divorced Jan 1975.   

• Patrick George Meidam, 17 Mar 1926 Wittenberg, Shawano WI – 1 Sep 1995 Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. Married on 22 Oct 1946 in Shawano, Shawano WI to June May Rusch (1926-
2012). Buried in Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 158042641 

 
Siblings: Irvin was the oldest child. 

• Jeanette Marian Henriette Meidam Dailey, 13 Oct 1906 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 7 Apr 
1980. Wife of William M. Dailey (1900-1964, F: 176065282).  Buried in Highland Memorial 
Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 176065277 

• Vera Martha Meidam Barrett, 28 Dec 1908 Appleton (or Grand Chute), Outagamie WI – 11 
Jan 2004 Appleton, Outagamie WI. The 2nd wife of Emery Julius Barrett (1900-1982, F: 
166668884) who was previously married to Gertrude Marie Casperson on 15 May 1920 in 
MI. Emery & Gertrude had 1 daughter & divorced 1 Nov 1930. – Emery & Vera married in 
1930 & had 2 sons. – Buried in Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 
166986998 

• Pearl Mildred Meidam Myers, 10 Mar 1911 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 21 Mar 1943 Manawa, 
Waupaca WI. Wife of Clinton Myers (1899-1983, F: 131877546). Her surname is misspelled 
Meyers in many family obituaries. Buried in Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery, Manawa, 
Waupaca WI. F: 131877548 

• Adrian William Meidam, 16 Mar 1912 Antigo, Langlade (according to obituary) WI – 30 Mar 
1984 Little Chute, Waupaca WI. Married 23 Jan 1936 in Appleton, Outagamie WI to Leora 
Esther Nass (1918-2011, F: 145436255). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. F: 217950199 

• Ethel Katherine Meidam Linskens, 16 Apr 1915 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 25 Jan 1982 
Oneida Co. WI. Wife of Jerome Henry Linskens (1907-1979, F: 109866403) whom she 
married 30 Nov 1933. Buried in Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 
109866529 

• Irene Rose Meidam Dollar Masson Johnson, 25 Apr 1929 Clintonville, Waupaca WI – 21 Feb 
2021 Lewiston, Fergus MT. Married Harles Dollar on 30 Mar 1946 in Belton TX. They had 5 
children & divorced in 1961. – Married (?) to Phillip Masson; their daughter Michelle Masson 
was born in 1963. – She lived in Rio Linda CA, Deary ID, Orofino ID & Dayton. – She moved to 
Sacramento CA where she met & married Ronald Johnson on 26 Aug 1977. In 1987, Ronald 
& Irene moved to Helmer ID, where she lived for 28 years.  

• Pauline Theresa (“Foxy”) Meidam Beyer Sohr, 1 May 1932 Clintonville, Waupaca WI – 20 
Mar 2020 Appleton, Outagamie WI. Graduate of Shawano High School. - Wife of Allan 
Arthur Beyer (1932-1990, F: 232217671) whom she married on 19 Apr 1952 in St. Rose 
Catholic Church, Appleton, Outagamie WI. – Retired in 1997 after working as a teacher’s 
assistant in the Appleton School District for almost 20 years. – On 15 Aug 1997 in Shawano 
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Co. WI, Pauline married Maynard Roger Sohr Jr. (1935-2015, F: 150767266), who was earlier 
married to Nancy Gilbertson on 30 Jan 1960. They married near Shawano Lake in 
Washington township. Buried in Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 
208432189 

 
Notes:  
 
Family tree from Little Chute (WI) Historical Society: 
https://littlechutehistory.org/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I58702&tree=lchs 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Irvin’s mother died on 5 Mar 1919 while he was at war. 
 
"Appleton [WI] Post-Crescent" 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo - same paper 10 Sep 1918 p 4 - letter to aunt 
Mrs. Dennis Meidam dated 13 Aug 1918 France, walked 10 km to see Harry Herman from Appleton 
WI. "Thought you were at the bottom of the sea." Got his 6-month service stripe = 6 months in hell  
 
"Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent" 5 Feb 1919 p 5 - was wounded Aug 1918, now in Germany with Army  
 
"Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent" 21 May 1919 p 1 - photo, returned on battleship "Virginia" - 2-week 
sail from Brest, France  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 115 Aug 1932 p 7 – one of the candidates for the executive 
committee of the Oscar J. Tilleson Post No. 63 American Legion is Irvin Meidam. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Appleton (WI) Post Crescent" 9 Oct 1980 p 37 - of Rte 4, Clintonville WI, age 81, d. 8 Oct 1980 in 
Appleton WI. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Meidam. Spent his early life in Appleton WI. On 3 Aug 1920 
married Hazel Van Heuklon in Appleton. Employed many years at WI Power & Light Co., also as an 
electrician until retirement. Survived by wife, 3 daughters, 3 sons, 2 sisters, 31 grandchildren, 33 
great-grandchildren. Preceded in death by his son & 2 sisters. Funeral 10 Oct Clintonville WI, with 
burial in St. Rose.   
 
  
Social Security number: 389-22-6215 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Appleton, Outagamie WI – Commercial St. 
Henry M. Meidam, 25 WI, Dec 1874, parents b. Holland, married 2 years, florist 
Mary M., 22 Germany, Jul 1877, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1882, in US for 18 years, gave birth 
to 1 child, 1 is living 
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Irvin H., 10 months WI, Jul 1899  
 
1905 WI state census – Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Henry Meidam, 30 WI, parents b. Holland, paper maker 
Mary, 28 Germany, parents b. Germany, home 
Ervin, 6 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, student 
 
1910 Grand Chute, Outagamie WI – conducted 30 Apr 1910 
Henry R. Meidam, 43 WI, parents b. Holland, in 1st marriage, married 11 years, gardener, own 
garden 
Mary, 33 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Irvin H.J., 10 WI 
Janette H.M., 3 Wi 
Vera M., 1 year 6 months WI 
 
1930 Clintonville, Waupaca WI – 165 – 10th  
Irvin Meidam, 30 WI, parents b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage, electrician, electric utilities, WWI veteran 
Hazel, 33 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Canada, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Irvin Jr., 8 WI 
Theodore, 7 WI 
Mary, 5 WI 
Patrick, 4 WI 
Irene, 11 months WI 
 
1940 Embarrass, Waupaca WI – in 1935 residents of Clintonville, Waupaca WI 
Irvin Meidam, 40 WI, electric contractor, electrician 
Hazel, 44 WI 
Irvin Jr., 18 WI 
Theodore, 17 WI, helper with father, electrician 
Mary, 15 WI 
Patrick, 14 WI 
Irene, 10 WI 
Pauline, 7 WI 
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