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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

McWaters, Emmitt 
1895 TX – 1940 TX 
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TX death record of Emmitt McWaters - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062179-
01899?pId=23795283 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062179-01899?pId=23795283
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062179-01899?pId=23795283
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9PZ7-
9283?i=1045&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZD-3DK 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K3WJ-
L?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7T8L-N8ZM 

 
 

Signature on his WWI draft card 5 Jun 1917 – Emit? Emitt? - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152975_00394?pId=710984
28 

 

 
TX. WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-H9F3-
K?i=2488&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-FM25  
 

Wife #1 Clara Florence Bower McWaters Morgan: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152975_00394?pId=71098428
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005152975_00394?pId=71098428
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TX death record of Clara Florence Bower McWaters Morgan – Find A Grave 55144352 
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Marriage of Clara Florence Bower to Emit McWaters  3 Jan 1914 in Anderson Co. TX- 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939Z-YXS8-
4Y?i=452&cc=1803987&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXLHC-ZH4 
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Delaware marriage record of Florence C. McWaters, age 22, to Thomas J. Morgan on 22 Sep 1918 in 
Wilmington, New Castle DE - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L1P4-48W  
 

Wife #2 Cora Inez Monroe McWaters Braddy 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L1P4-48W
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marriage of Cora Inez Monroe McWaters to Ottis Eugene Braddy on 19 Apr 1954 in Harris Co. TX - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299084-

00319?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=926036087 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299084-00319?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=926036087
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299084-00319?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=926036087
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IN death record of Cora Inez Monroe McWaters Braddy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_350935-
02043?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=191656 

 
Daughter by 1st wife, Clara Florence Bower 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_350935-02043?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=191656
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_350935-02043?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=191656
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birth of daughter Jessie Rosalie McWaters on 19 Aug 1914 seven months after her parents’ 

marriage - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LHJ1-9V2 
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Children by 2nd wife Cora Inez Monroe: 
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Birth of unnamed 1st child, female, on 10 Dec 1920 – she dies the same day – this record is often 
listed as the birth of a male - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-61Q8-
3?i=197&cc=1803956 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-61Q8-3?i=197&cc=1803956
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-61Q8-3?i=197&cc=1803956
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Death of their 1st child, a girl, on the day she was born prematurely – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1W-Q1FK?i=2251&cc=1983324 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1W-Q1FK?i=2251&cc=1983324
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TX death record of daughter Elaine McWaters, born & died 28 Jan 1922 – born prematurely – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061887-
01827?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=772730378 

 

 
Son Emmett McWaters Jr. - https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LHJ1-MGH/emmett-mcwaters-

1923-1974 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061887-01827?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=772730378
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061887-01827?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=772730378
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LHJ1-MGH/emmett-mcwaters-1923-1974
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LHJ1-MGH/emmett-mcwaters-1923-1974
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Marriage of son Emmett McWaters to Elizabeth Peters Scofield on 16 Oct 1953 in Los Angeles Co. 

CA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-49QK-N?i=2194&cc=1804002  
 

 
Daughter Virginia Lee (“Boots”) McWaters Hester (1926-2012) – Find A Grave 99402655 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-49QK-N?i=2194&cc=1804002
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TX birth record of Virginia Lee McWaters on 3 May 1926 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-QZSW-2V?i=2541&cc=1803956  
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-QZSW-2V?i=2541&cc=1803956
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Obituary of daughter Virginia Lee McWaters Hester - 
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/houstonchronicle/name/virginia-hester-

obituary?id=20859177 
 

 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/houstonchronicle/name/virginia-hester-obituary?id=20859177
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/houstonchronicle/name/virginia-hester-obituary?id=20859177
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Daughter Sybil Inez McWaters – at Jefferson Davis High School, Houston TX, 1945 
 

 
TX birth record of daughter Sybil Inez McWaters - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061604-
02253?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1816436 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061604-02253?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1816436
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061604-02253?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1816436
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Marriage on 31 May 1947 of Sybil Inez McWaters in Harris Co. TX to 1st husband, Richard M. Berg - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299027-
04545?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34295&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=9265922

56 
 

marriage license of Richard Munger Berg & Sybil Inez McWaters obtained 31 May 1947 – marriage 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299027-04545?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34295&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=926592256
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299027-04545?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34295&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=926592256
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299027-04545?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34295&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=926592256
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on 3 Jun 1947 at 1st Methodist Church, Houston, Harris TX - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/45607_b299073-

01659?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=9263450
11 
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Obituary of son-in-law Charles Ambrose Zoelle (1926-2019) - 2nd husband of Sybil Inez McWaters 
Berg - https://www.wdtimes.com/obituaries/article_4be4d208-b9f5-11e9-bdb2-

3f03891b6325.html 
 
 

 
Houston TX city directory 1925 –  

Emmitt, wife Cora, brother Ernest, sister Margaret & parents William & & Lou Bedie McWaters -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4946199?treeid=21501784&per
sonid=1093794908&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34292&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&

pId=396162886  
 

Father: 
 

https://www.wdtimes.com/obituaries/article_4be4d208-b9f5-11e9-bdb2-3f03891b6325.html
https://www.wdtimes.com/obituaries/article_4be4d208-b9f5-11e9-bdb2-3f03891b6325.html
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4946199?treeid=21501784&personid=1093794908&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34292&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=396162886
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4946199?treeid=21501784&personid=1093794908&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34292&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=396162886
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4946199?treeid=21501784&personid=1093794908&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34292&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=396162886
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TX death record of father William Travis McWaters (1865-1930) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-
00411?pId=21585149  

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-00411?pId=21585149
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061998-00411?pId=21585149
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TX death record of mother Lou Bedie Dickey McWaters (1864 in reality not 1874– 1944) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062251-
00781?pId=21855364  

 
Name:  Emmitt McWaters 
Name variations: Emit [on WWI draft card, TX military records & Tuscania passengerlist] – 
McWatters – family histories claim middle name is Reginald 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,504 
Entered service from:  Houston, Harris TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Emit Mc Waters 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. W.T. McWaters [sic] - typed: Houston TX, {handwritten: 
unknown] 
Returned from war on:  "Harrisburg" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Emit McWaters 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062251-00781?pId=21855364
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062251-00781?pId=21855364
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father William T. McWaters, Houston TX (cook, Supply Co., 165th 
Inf)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Emit McWaters - b. 17 Feb 1895 Centerville TX; res: 
Silsbee, Hardin Co. TX. Single. Plainer man, Kirby Lbr. Co., Silsbee TX. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 8 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 15 May 1919 
Address:  1718 Everett St., Houston TX 
Rank/unit:  cook, Supply Co., 165th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Feb 1895 Centerville, Leon TX (Find A Grave: 1894)  
Died: 5 Feb 1940 Houston, Harris TX (22 years to the day after the sinking of the Tuscania, of 
pulmonary tuberculosis at his home, 1707 Loraine)  
Find A Grave record: 82092472 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Houston, Harris TX 
Cemetery:  Brookside Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas Cook 165 Inf 42 Div 
 
Father:  William Travis McWaters, 6 Feb 1859 Leon TX – 8 Mar 1930 Houston, Harris TX. Son of 
Thomas A. McWaters & Elizabeth B. Livingston. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Find A Grave:  70441192 
 
Mother: Lou Bedie Dickey McWaters, 17 Sep 1869 Guntersville, Marshall AL – 6 Feb 1944 Houston, 
Harris TX (at her home, 1112 Hogan). Daughter of Charles Dickey & Nancy (or Margaret?) Paris. Her 
TX death record gives a birthdate of 17 Sep 1874 but she is 40 years old in 1910 & 49 years old in 
1920. A birthdate of Sep 1870, age 29, is listed in the 1900 census. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, 
Houston, Harris TX. 
Find A Grave:  70441104 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Dec 1887 Leon Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Clara Florence Bower McWaters Morgan, 3 Jul 1895 – 17 Feb 1920 El Paso, El Paso TX. 
Daughter of John W. Bower & Clara Varah. Died of influenza, with tuberculosis as a contributing 
factor. TX death record lists surname as Morgan; Find A Grave uses Bower. Find A Grave links to 
husband Thomas John Morgan Sr. (22 Apr 1895 AL – 18 Oct 1971 TX, buried in Lubbock TX, F: 
8065170). Their son was Thomas John Morgan, b. 1919. Clara is buried in Palestine City Cemetery, 
Palestine, Anderson TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 55144352   
Marriage: 3 Jan 1914 Anderson Co. TX.  
 
Spouse: Cora Inez Monroe McWaters Braddy, 3 Feb 1900 Columbia, Caldwell Parish LA – 3 Apr 
1962 South Bend, St. Joseph IN. Daughter of Nathan Hughes Monroe (1860-1935, F: 137871901) & 
Sophonia (Froney) Jane Barber (1863-1939, F: 168333263).  
Married on 23 Apr 1954 in Harris Co. TX to Ottis Eugene Braddy (1900-1978, F: 225529951), the son 
of Fannie Lorena (Simpson) Braddy. Cora is buried in Brookside Memorial Park, Houston, Harris TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  225530002 



26 
 

 

Marriage: 29 Feb 1920 Harris Co. TX. This is 12 days after the death of his first (and divorced) first 
wife, Clara.  
 
Child:  by wife Clara Florence Bower 

• Jessie Rosalie (“Rosa”) McWaters Rice, 19 Aug 1914 Palestine, Anderson TX – 30 Sep 1941 
Houston, Harris TX. Wife of William Van Rice (1909-1946, F: 86878056) who was married in 
1926 to Hilda Martha Heintschel (1907-1968) & in 1944 to Essirene R. McGuire Cochran. 
Jessie is buried in Earthman Resthaven Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 66529466 

 
Children: by Cora Inez Monroe 

• Infant daughter McWaters, b. & d. 10 Dec 1920 Houston, Harris TX, living 5.5 hours. Burial 
cannot be located in cemetery records. Often found listed as a son, but identified as 
female on both her birth & death records. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Houston, Harris 
TX. F: 66530058 

• Elaine McWaters, b. & d. 28 Jan 1922 Houston, Harris TX. Burial cannot be located in 
cemetery records. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 66530136 

• Emmett (“Billy”) McWaters Jr., 12 Jul 1923 TX – 28 Sep 1974 Tulsa Co. OK. Served as a 
pharmacist’s mate 1st class in the US Navy in WWII. Married Elizabeth (“Betty”) Peters (or 
Peter) Scofield (1922-1999) on 29 Mar 1946 in Galveston, Galveston TX. Betty was the 
daughter of Earl Ray Peters & Eva Irene Laws.  Buried in Los Angeles National Cemetery, 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. F: 3734224  

• Virginia Lee (“Boots”) McWaters Hester, 3 May 1926 Houston, Harris TX – 21 Oct 2012 
Houston, Harris TX. Wife of Bruce Reagan Hester (1925-2006, F: 47324620), whom she 
married in 1947. Parents of 4 children. Buried in Memorial Oaks Cemetery, Houston, Harris 
TX. F: 99402655 

• Sybil Inez McWaters Berg Zoelle, 18 Jan 1929 Call Junction, Jasper TX – 25 Sep 1987 Harris 
Co. TX. SSN 462-32-7226. Obtained marriage license with Robert Munger Berg (11 Jun 1924 
Dallas, Dallas TX – 20 May 1997 Fort Bend Co. TX, SSN 465-01-8127) on 31 May 1947 in 
Harris Co. TX. Married 3 Jun 1947 in the First Methodist Church, Houston, Harris TX. Robert 
was the son of Thomas William Berg & Zillah Horton. On 13 Jun 1951 Robert Berg married 
Doris Alexander in Harris Co. TX.- Wife of Charles Ambrose Zoelle (1926 WI- 30 Jan 2019 
TX, F: 138981020), the son of George J. Zoelle (F: 7380242) & Sarah Knoll (F: 7380241. 
Charles & Sybil obtained a marriage license & married on 18 May 1953 in Montgomery Co. 
TX. - Buried in Memorial Oaks Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 138981021    

 
Siblings:  Emmett was the 3rd child of those listed. His mother reports in the 1910 census that she 
has given birth to 9 children, 7 of whom are living (and 6 are named) 

• Charlie Geneva McWaters Dozier, 10 Nov 1890 Leon Co. TX – 25 Feb 1987 Houston, Harris 
TX. Wife of Merriet Hubert Dozier (1884-1924, F: 147833050) whom she married in 1909. 
Listed as Geneva, she is buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 147834076 

• Willie Mae McWaters Moody, 26 Feb 1893 Centerville, Leon TX – 3 Oct 1978 Houston, 
Harris TX. Wife of Herman Moody (1883-1969, F: 43871534) whom she married 31 Dec 
1915. Buried in Resthaven Cemetery, Silsbee, Hardin TX. F: 43871553 

• Iris Lucile McWaters Pendergrass, 27 Jun 1897 Centerville, Leon TX – 8 Feb 1976 Silsbee, 
Hardin TX. Married on 12 Feb 1916 in Montgomery Co. TX to James Arthur Pendergrass Sr. 
(1888-1948, F: 68372645). Buried in Kirbyville City Cemetery, Kirbyville, Jasper TX. F: 
66531428 
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• Lille Belle McWaters Nierman, 15 Sep 1900 TX – 30 Apr 1965 Dallas, Dallas TX. Married to 
Hyman Nierman (1884-1954, F: 36006711). Hyman was also married to Nell Novin (1889-
1923). Buried in Sparkman Hillcrest Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 36006852 

• Maggie McWaters, 14 Oct 1903 Anderson Co. TX –   Listed as age 6 in the 1910 census & as 
age 16 in the 1920 census.  

• Ernest McWaters, 9 Mar 1906 TX – 24 May 1934 Houston, Harris TX. Listed as 
Reginald/Regnold in some censuses. Husband of Rose Alice Tolbert (1905-1936, F: 
172078402) whom he married on 11 Oct 1930 in Harris Co. TX. Buried in Forest Park 
Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 66531040 

• Margaret (Margie) McWaters Whitten Styers, 14 Oct 1910 Palestine, Anderson TX – 13 Nov 
1960 Houston, Harris TX. She is not listed in the 1920 census with the family but 16-year-
old Maggie is. Married on 31 Dec 1927 in Harris Co. TX to Gus Russek Whitten (1910-1973). 
Married to Budah Eberfield Styers (1909-1967, F: 61715100). Buried in Forest Park 
Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 67153645  

• Stacie McWaters, 21 Jul 1911 TX – 23 Jan 1934 Houston, Harris TX. Female. Buried in Forest 
Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 66531835 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – among the Texans on board Tuscania: 
Emit McWaters of Houston TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1921 Beaumont TX city directory: 
McWaters, Emmett (Cora), towerman, rooms at 1293 Laurel Ave. 
 
1925 Houston TX city directory: 
McWaters, Emmett (Cora), operator, resident at 2802 Commerce 
 
“Kerrville (TX) Mountain Sun” Thursday 22 Apr 1937 p 9 – admitted to Legion Hospital: Emmett 
McWaters, Houston TX. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Palestine, Anderson TX – 104 College Ave. 
Wm. T. McWaters, 41 TX, Feb 1859, parents b. MS, married 13 years, police man 
Lu Birdie, 29 AL, Sep 1870, father b. AL, mother b. GA 
Geneva, 11 TX, Nov 1888 
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Nellie, 8 TX, Feb 1892 
Emmet, 6 TX, Feb 1894 
Iris, 4 TX, Jun 1896 
Oscar Dickey, 21 AL, Sep 1878, father b. AL, mother b. GA, bookkeeper [brother-in-law] 
Eddie Dickey, 18 AL, Jan 1881, father b. AL, mother b. GA, monthly labor [brother-in-law] 
 
1910 Palestine, Anderson TX 
W.T. McWaters, 62 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, watchman, 
railroad yards 
Bedie, 40 AL, father b. AL, mother b. GA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 7 are living 
Nellie, 17 TX, saleswoman, dry goods store 
Emmitt, 13 TX 
Iris, 11 TX 
Lillie Belle, 7 TX 
Maggie, 6 TX 
Ernest, 4 TX 
& boarder Ernest Smith, 22 TX, parents b. TX 
 
1920 Houston, Harris TX – 1516 Schwartz 
Wm. T. McWaters, 60 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX, watchman, oil company 
Baedie, 49 AL, parents b. AL (partly illegible) 
Emmit, 24 TX, towerman, railroad company 
Lillie B., 19 TX, cashier, dry goods co. 
Maggie, 16 TX, cashier, dry goods co. 
Ernest, 13 TX 
Stacie, 9 TX 
 
1930 Precinct 1, Anderson TX – Rockey Point Road 
Emmitt McWaters, 35 TX, parents b. AL, age at 1st marriage obscured, meat cutter, merchant, WWI 
veteran 
Cora, 30 LA, parents b. MS 
Rosa L., 15 TX, father b. TX, mother b. England [daughter – by 1st marriage, to Clara Bower] 
Regnold, 6 TX, father b. TX, mother b. LA [son William Jr.] 
Virginia L., 3 TX, father b. TX, mother b. LA 
Sybil I., 1 TX 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – 1707 Lorain – same place in 1935 – conducted 8 Apr 1940, Emmit had 
died 5 Feb 1940 
Cora McWaters, 40 LA, widow 
Reginald E., 16 TX, paper route, newspaper 
Virginia, 13 TX 
Sybil I., 11 TX 
 
 


