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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McNear, Ezekiel Denman 
1889 CA – 1984 CA 
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Ezekiel Denman McNear – left: Find A Grave 105763310 – right: “San Francisco Chronicle” 9 Feb 
1918 p 2 
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Ezekiel Denman McNear – Left: “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” 16 Mar 1984 p 1 – Right: “Santa 

Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” 5 Feb 1989 p 2 
 
 
 

 
Ezekiel Denman McNear – “San Francisco Examiner” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Brazil immigration card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95YJ-

8Q8?i=69&cc=1932363&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKXQ2-HRL  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95YJ-8Q8?i=69&cc=1932363&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKXQ2-HRL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95YJ-8Q8?i=69&cc=1932363&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKXQ2-HRL
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Bellevue was the birthplace of Ezekiel Denman McNear - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/7463cb60-0d8b-4cdc-b841-6e3667c66223 
 

Death: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/7463cb60-0d8b-4cdc-b841-6e3667c66223
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/7463cb60-0d8b-4cdc-b841-6e3667c66223
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“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Friday 16 Mar 1984 p 1 
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“Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Wednesday 25 Apr 1984 p 13 

 
Life: 
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Said when he was a “tot” – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Thursday 28 Nov 1901 p 4 
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The 70th birthday celebration of his paternal grandfather, John Augustus McNear – “Petaluma (CA) 

Daily Morning Courier” Tuesday 23 Dec 1902 p 1 
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Valedictorian of Hitchcock Military Academy - “Petaluma (CA) Daily Courier” Saturday 23 May 1908 

p 1 
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“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Wednesday 20 Oct 1909 p 1 
 

Military: 
 
 

   
“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Chronicle” Tuesday 27 Nov 1917 p 1 
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“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Chronicle” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Chronicle” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 6 
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The last survivor of the Tuscania – Edwin Clark Lewis  - died 1 Apr 2001 at the age of 101 – “Santa 

Rosa (CA) Post-Dispatch” Sunday 5 Feb 1989 p 2 
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“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Tuesday 25 Apr 1995 p 24 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-KSJT-
B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7B7X-1GMM  

 
 
 

Father: 
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Father George Plummer McNear Sr. (1857-1947) – Left: Find A Grave 105717995 – Right: 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/88b3b51b-

c8b0-4788-9a9e-b36ee286eb76 
 

 
His father George Plummer McNear – at McClure’s Military Academy - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/cd013366-
5b65-4d05-9217-914cbb2833ea  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/88b3b51b-c8b0-4788-9a9e-b36ee286eb76
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/88b3b51b-c8b0-4788-9a9e-b36ee286eb76
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/cd013366-5b65-4d05-9217-914cbb2833ea
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/cd013366-5b65-4d05-9217-914cbb2833ea
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“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Saturday 25 Jul 1942 p 2 
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Find A Grave 105784417 
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More pages of this story available on Ancestry.com -- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/82993ede-27aa-4c09-8372-5eac39cf9c00 

 
Father: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/82993ede-27aa-4c09-8372-5eac39cf9c00
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/82993ede-27aa-4c09-8372-5eac39cf9c00
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Obituary of father George Plummer McNear Sr. – “Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Wednesday 13 

Aug 1947 p 1 
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Estate of father George Plummer McNear Sr. -  “Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Saturday 4 Sep 

1948 p 2 
 
 

His father’s 1st wife Jennie Otis McNear: 
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His father George Plummer McNear Sr.’s 1st wife, Jennie Otis McNear (1857 MN – 1883 CA) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597070888/media/f48819c4-
396a-4bdd-a459-b4c2e96d240f 

 
Mother – his father’s 2nd wife: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597070888/media/f48819c4-396a-4bdd-a459-b4c2e96d240f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597070888/media/f48819c4-396a-4bdd-a459-b4c2e96d240f
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Passport photo of mother Ida Belle Denman McNear 23 Mar 1921 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597078024/media/006ca7c0-
b16e-440f-aae7-7fc2c59ec75b 
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Death of mother Ida Bell Denman McNear – the obituary erroneously describes George Plummer 

McNear Jr. as her stepson; he is her son – “Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Sunday 10 Jul 1949 p 
2 -https://www.newspapers.com/image/265202922 & 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/265202925 
 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/265202922
https://www.newspapers.com/image/265202925
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Obituary of wife Mary H. Kittredge McNear (1897-1955) – “Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” 
Sunday 15 May 1955 p 8 
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The Amackassin Club in Yonkers-on-the Hudson, where Ezekiel & Mary were married - 

http://www.amackassinclub.com/ 

 
Marriage of Ezekiel Denman McNear to Mary Henrietta Kittredge on 17 Apr 1920 in Yonkers-on-the-

Hudson NY – “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Sunday 28 Mar 1920 p 14 
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Children: 

 
 

 
Obituary of daughter Mary McNear McNab – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Friday 12 Jul 1985 p 2 
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Column by Bill Soberanes  “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Wednesday 17 Jul 1985 p 8 
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Wedding of son Denman Kittredge McNear & Susan Anderson – “San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 
30 Jan 1962 p 20 
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“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” Saturday 3 Mar 1962 p 5 
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Obitury of son Denman Kittredge McNear (1925 CA – 2021 MD) - 
https://www.marinij.com/2021/02/07/denman-kittredge-mcnear-marin-railroad-executive-dies/  
 

https://www.marinij.com/2021/02/07/denman-kittredge-mcnear-marin-railroad-executive-dies/
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Obituary of son Denman Kittredge McNear, 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressdemocrat/name/denman-mcnear-
obituary?id=15919017 
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Obituary of son Denman Kittredge McNear’s 2nd wife, Dorothy Stanton Gaillard McNear –“Baltimore 

(MD) Sun” 2 Sep 2012 p A25 
 

  
    

Siblings: 
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Marriage of Miriam McNear to Leo Victor Korbel in Petaluma, Sonoma CA on 7 Sep 1912 at 

“Fairview” (the McNear home) – “San Francisco Call” Sunday 8 Sep 1912 p 33 
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Obituary of Miriam McNear Korbel’s husband, Leo Victor Korbel – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” 

Friday 23 Aug 1957 p 1 
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Obituary of sister Miriam McNear Korbel – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Thursday 22 Jun 1978 p 3 
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Assassination of brother George Plummer McNear Jr. in 1947 – “Moline (IL) Dispatch” Tuesday 11 
Mar 1947 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/339532853/?terms=%22george%20mcnear%22&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/339532853/?terms=%22george%20mcnear%22&match=1
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Both stories appeared on p 1 & p 2 of the “Rock Island (IL) Argus” Sunday 11 May 1947 p 1 
 
 

 
The family of Ezekiel Denman McNear’s brother George Plummer Jr., who is murdered in 1947 – 
George Jr.’s son George III had been killed in the South Pacific on a US Navy plane. Son Clinton 
(middle, back row) will die in the flaming wreckage of a small plane he was piloting in 1954. Son 
James (front, left) will fall to his death off Mont Blanc in Italy on 18 Aug 1949. Story of Clinton’s 

death in “Freeport (IL) Journal-Standard” Tuesday 21 Dec 1954 p 3 
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Photographs from page 20 of the “Rock Island (IL) Argus” Sunday 11 May 1947 p 1 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 11 Mar 1947 p 1 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Wednesday 12 Mar 1947 p 3 
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Brother George Plummer McNear Jr. – passport photograph, 13 Apr 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068203/media/8c35ad34-
35d2-4041-8be0-18fde978e748 

 
 
 

 
The home of George Plummer McNear Jr. – from YouTube video 
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George Plummer McNear Jr. – from YouTube video

 
 
His cane, which police think was thrown at his assassin, but may also have been flung by the 
effects of the shotgun blast – from YouTube video 
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Still photographs taken from YouTube video of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yaCaS_6r94 
   

   
Obituary of sister Louise McNear Naffziger (1894-1995) – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Friday 8 

Dec 1995 p 4 
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Wedding party of Louise McNear & Dr. Howard Christian Naffziger on 18 Jun 1919 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/597068194/media/6c215586-
e834-4f49-99e8-89e60cc51667  -  

 
 

Half-sister Clara McNear Leppo – 
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Ezekiel’s half-sister Clara McNear Leppo with her husband Dr. David Harrison Leppo & children - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/54b0c093-

56c7-47d7-9c7e-dc188101087d  
 

 
Clara McNear Leppo - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/d9ea58fe-203f-46b1-934c-2c0391cadb0d 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/54b0c093-56c7-47d7-9c7e-dc188101087d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/54b0c093-56c7-47d7-9c7e-dc188101087d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/d9ea58fe-203f-46b1-934c-2c0391cadb0d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6988085/person/583309127/media/d9ea58fe-203f-46b1-934c-2c0391cadb0d
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Obituary of half-sister Clara McNear Leppo – “Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Wednesday 13 Jun 

1979 p 2 
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http://www.chillybin.com/petaluma/mcnear.html 

 
 

 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Petaluma,_California 
 
Name:  Ezekiel Denman McNear 
Name variations: Denman McNear 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps (1938 NTSA, Saumur Artillery School, 11th Ammunition Train) – 
1st lieutenant 
Serial number: Army officers in WWI were not assigned serial numbers   
Entered service from:  Petaluma, Sonoma CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ezekiel Denman McNear 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father G.P. McNear, Petaluma CA 
First tried to sail home: listed as Ezekiel D. McNear, was to have sailed on "Arcadia" Feb 1919, 
handwritten note: transferred to 61st FA Brigade HQ SO 53 26 Feb 1919 (1st lt, FA, Co. E) 
Returned from war on:  "De Kalb" Feb 1919 

http://www.chillybin.com/petaluma/mcnear.html


81 
 

 

Sailed on return ship as: Ezekiel D. McNear 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father George P. McNear, Petaluma CA (1st lt, 111th Ammunition 
Train)   
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ezekiel Denman McNear - b. 20 Dec 1889 Petaluma CA; 
res: Petaluma, Sonoma CA. Single. Vice president, grain & feed business, G.P. McNear Co., 
Petaluma, Sonoma CA., Tall height, medium build. Note: “have filed application for captain, 
Officers Reserve Corps, did not apply for first Officers Training Camp as more applications than 
places and needed in business. At suggestion of Major Bottoms U.S.A. wrote him letter stating my 
readiness to serve when needed.” 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 617 "C" St., Petaluma CA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ezekiel (Ezekial?) Denman McNear - b. 20 Dec 1889 
Petaluma CA; res: 617 C St., Petaluma, Sonoma CA. NOK Mrs. E. Denman McNear, same address. 
Employed at G.P. McNear Co., #2 Main St., Petaluma, Sonoma CA. “scar on 3rd finger of left hand” 
Height: 6’ 1 ½” – weight: 195 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  24 Aug 1917 / 27 Nov 1917 
Discharged: 28 Mar 1919 
Address:  Petaluma CA 
Rank/unit:  1st lieutenant, Field Artillery 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Dec 1889 Petaluma, Sonoma CA (in his family home "Bellevue" on the south edge of 
Petaluma) 
Died: 13 Mar 1984 Tiburon, Marin CA    
Find A Grave record: 105763310 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Petaluma, Sonoma CA 
Cemetery:  Cypress Hill Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Plummer McNear, Sr., 26 Jul 1857 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 12 Aug 1947 Petaluma, 
Sonoma CA. Son of John Augustus McNear & Clarinda Damsen Williams.  
First wife was Jennie Otis, b. 1857 Cannon Falls, Goodhue MN, d. 27 May 1883 Petaluma, Sonoma 
CA. Jennie was the daughter of Charles Wesley Otis & Cynthia Eliza Sackett.  George & Jennie 
married on 13 May 1880 in CA. Jennie is buried in Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma 
CA, F: 105784417. They had 1 daughter, Clara McNear, born in 1881.  
After Jennie’s death, George married Ida Belle Denmen. They had 4 children: Miriam, Ezekiel, 
George Jr. & Louise. 
When he dies, his estate is worth $1.3 million. Buried in Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, 
Sonoma CA. 
Find A Grave:  105717995 
 
Mother: Ida Belle Denman McNear, 18 Nov 1859 Two Rock, Sonoma CA – 9 Jul 1949 Petaluma, 
Sonoma CA. Daughter of Ezekiel Denman (1827-1894, F: 50819905) & Nancy Louisa Hardenburgh 
(F: 50820296). Buried in Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. 
Find A Grave:  105727685 
Parents’ marriage:  2 Jun 1887 in Petaluma, Sonoma CA 
 



82 
 

 

Spouse: Mary Henrietta Kittredge McNear, 1 Oct 1897 OH – 14 May 1955 Sonoma Co. CA. Daughter 
of    George Watson Kittredge & Georgia Davis. Her father, an engineer, oversaw the construction of 
Grand Central Terminal in NYC. Buried in Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  105763010 
Marriage: 17 Apr 1930 at the Amackassin Club, Yonkers-on-the-Hudson, Westchester NY. 
 
Children: 

• Mary McNear McNab, 25 Apr 1923 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 1 Jul 1985 Ross, 
Marin CA. Wife of James McNab (1914-1980, FP: 107092985), the son of Stewart James 
McNab & Minerva B. Jones. Buried in Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. F: 
107093368 

• Denman Kittredge (DK/Mac/Denny) McNear, 20 Jul 1925 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 5 Jan 
2021 Bethesda MD.  His 1st wife was Susan Anderson, whom he married on 27 Jan 1962.  
Susan survived him. After their divorce in 1991, Denman married Barbara (“Babs”) Stanton 
(13 Dec 1925 Cohocton, Steuben NY – 15 Aug 2012 East Dennis, Barnstable MA, buried in 
Quivet Neck Cemetery, East Dennis, Barnstable MA, F: 130716429. Barbara was the 
daughter of the Rev. John H. Stanton & Helen MacMurray. Her 1st husband was Denman’s 
freshman roommate at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology & his fellow Chi Phi 
fraternity brother. Denman & Barbara married 6 May 1995. Was chairman of the board of 
the Southern Pacific Railroad when his father died in Aug 1947.  

 
Siblings: Ezekiel Denman McNear was the 2nd child. 

• Miriam McNeal Korbel, 30 Oct 1888 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 20 Jun 1978 Marin Co. CA. 
Married 7 Sep 1912 to Leo Victor Korbel (1881-1957, F: 105883287). Leo was the son of 
Anton Francis Korbel & Theresa Victoria Tressinger. Anton Korbel, along with his 2 brothers, 
Francis & Joseph, were immigrants from Bohemia (now the Czech Republic) who began a 
business making cigar boxes in San Francisco CA & then turned to wine, becoming the 
founders of the large Korbel Winery, now one of the largest in the U.S. Buried in Cypress Hill 
Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. F: 105883373 

• George Plummer McNear Jr., 1891 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 10 Mar 1947 Peoria, Peoria IL. 
Husband of Elizabeth Graham McKenzie (1897-1985, F: 105727844). President of the 
Topeka, Peoria & Western Railroad. Killed by a shotgun blast while walking in his 
neighborhood (at Sheridan & High) in a murder that remains unsolved. Ideas about the 
perpetrator lean toward his being a professional “hit man” – but hired by a wealthy man 
who hated George? A result of a recent strike against his railroad with resulting violence & 
deaths for which he was blamed but not indicted? – “Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” 
Wednesday 31 Dec 1958 p 3 – Edgeville Farms Inc., a home development company, 
purchased the 247-acre estate of George P. McNear Jr. in suburban Peoria IL for $1.2 
million, to build expensive homes there. “The murder has not been solved.” – In Sep 2016, a 
YouTube video discussed the unsolved murder. – George Jr.’s son George III, a US Navy 
fighter pilot, had died 28 Jan 1945 in the South Pacific during WWII. His son James fell to his 
death on 18 Aug 1949 while climbing Mont Blanc in Italy. Son Clinton died at age 30 in Dec 
1954 when the plane that he was piloting crashed shortly after takeoff & burned. - Buried in 
Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. F: 105727844 

• Louise McNear Naffziger, 28 May 1894 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 3 Dec 1995 San Francisco, 
San Francisco CA. Wife of Dr. Howard Christian Naffziger (1884-1961, F: 87664197). They 
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married on 18 Jun 1919 in Petaluma, Sonoma CA. Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, 
Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87664199 

 
Half-sister: by his father George Plummer McNear Sr.’s 1st marriage, to Jennie Otis 

• Clara McNear Leppo, 27 May 1881 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 11 Jun 1979 Tiburon, Marin Co. 
CA. Married in 1902 to Dr. David Harrison Leppo (1876-1928, F: 199564736). Buried in 
Cypress Hill Memorial Park, Petaluma, Sonoma CA. F: 106047686 

 
Notes:  
 
There are thousands of articles at Newspapers.com about Ezekiel Denman McNear and his family. 
Some selected ones are included in this document.  
 
A YouTube video of 24 Sep 2016 discussed “The 1947 Murder of George P. McNear, TP&W Railroad 
Tycoon.” Found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yaCaS_6r94 
Host Harry Canterbury of Adventure Sports Outdoors (ASO) interviewed historian Norm Kelly about 
the 10 Mar 1947 murder of Ezekiel’s brother George Plummer Jr. in Peoria Il. The murder occurred in 
George Jr.’s neighborhood of High Street & Moss Street. 
Kelly said in 1946 that a murder in Peoria IL made people begin to think it was a “gangster town” 
which was reinforced when McNear was murdered in 1947. As for a motive, lots of people had one. 
There were 333 union members who could be suspects. Kelly thinks that it was probably a 
professional “hit man,” perhaps from St. Louis, who was hired. George was a “big, rough” man who 
treated his workers poorly and a lot of people disliked him. He himself worked from dawn into the 
night, allowing only 30 minutes for his lunch, and he expected his workers to work as hard as he 
did. 
George walked everywhere. Newspaper stories of the time said he took a nightly walk, but Kelly 
said George had walked downtown to attend the Bradley University basketball game versus 
Colorado College. After the game, he walked on Main Street & talked with a friend Cornelius 
O’Brien. During their general conversation, O’Brien told George that streetlights were out near his 
house.  
George walked on, turning onto High Street, where he waved at a guard. He stopped at Sheridan & 
High where he stepped off the curb, then turned right (in response to a noise? A call?) and was hit 
by a shotgun blast. Early reports said he threw his cane, which he always walked with, at the 
shooter, but Kelly figures it was knocked from his hand & went flying due to the shotgun blast. 
As a car came down the street & turned right, its headlights showed the body lying in the street. Dr. 
Sutton, who owned an apartment building, which had two tenants, Bob [Robert Cheek in 
newspaper accounts] & Bill [William Johnson), who were Bradley University students. They & Dr. 
Sutton ran to George, who was lying on his stomach, and they turned him over. Meanwhile, the car 
driver drove to City Hall & told a police sergeant about the body. 
Photographs on the video were taken the next day by the police. 
A year before, George’s railroad was involved in a strike that became violent. Union members 
blamed McNear for working conditions; he considered other railroad owners “spineless.”  
One of George’s employees, Irwin Pashon (nicknamed “Pants”) was liked by George, and he felt 
betrayed when Pashon left his employment to become the railroad union treasurer. A group of 
union protesters had begun their protest trip in East Peoria, where they harassed railroad 
employees and “scabs.” Along each stop, the union members would get off & yell & fight. When 
they got off in Gridley IL, they were walking on the railroad track when a flatcar holding 14 armed 
men neared them & opened fire. Pashon & Arthur Brown were killed; others were injured. A judge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3yaCaS_6r94
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stopped the union from picketing – and a trial was held for the 4 armed military veterans who had 
been hired as strikebreakers. Their trial led to a hung jury. Many felt McNear should have been 
indicted for his role. The railroad was returned to his control. 
Other family tragedies included the death of George’s son, a US Navy fighter pilot in WWII and 
another son in a plane crash in 1954 (which Kelly himself had viewed and urged listeners not to ever 
do so).  
Investigations continued into McNear’s death & there are large files in the Peoria IL police 
department. A reward of $52,000 was offered. Kelly said it is easy to say the union did it but 
“nobody knows.” He thinks it was probably the work of a wealthy man who really hated George. 
 
The Cypress Hill Cemetery, in which many family members are buried, was established when 
George Plummer McNear Sr. donated land as he looked for a place to bury his first wife, Jennie Otis 
McNear. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Chronicle” Wednesday 15 May 1912 p 5 – there were 679 degrees 
conferred at the 49th annual commencement of the U of CA (Berkeley). Among those from 
Petaluma CA: Ezekiel Denman McNear, son of Mr. & Mrs. George P. McNear, who received a 
Bachelor of Science degree from the College of Commerce. His parents attended the ceremony & 
returned home in the evening. 
 
“Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier” Thursday 16 May 1912 p 6 – Ezekiel Denman McNeare received a 
captain’s commission in the University Cadets at University of California, Berkeley.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Petaluma (CA) Daily Morning Chronicle” Sunday 12 Aug 1917 p 3 – The draft exemption board has 
issued a call for 226 more young men. Called to report in Sebastopol CA on Friday, 17 Aug 1917, is 
Ezekiel Denman McNear.  
 
"Petaluma Argus-Courier" 7 Feb 1918 p 1 & 9 Feb 1918 p 6 - copy of his telegram. His mother & 
sister Louise had gone to NYC to see off Denman & his brother George P. Jr. & they were traveling 
back by train. His father was staying with Mr. & Mrs. L.V. Korbel who kept the news of Denman’s 
being on board from him until a telegram arrived the morning of 7 Feb 1918. George Sr. sent loads 
of telegrams trying to reach his wife & daughter on their transcontinental journey & caught them in 
TX. Denman had described the ship in great detail (but could not use its name) in a letter home, 
which was in an envelope with the Anchor Line emblem. The details matched the photographs 
printed in newspapers, so his family knew he was on Tuscania. 
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo -  lieutenant., son of Mr. & Mrs. George P. McNear. 
U of CA graduate, commissioned at the Presidio. A cable from him at Larne, Ireland, reached his 
father 8 Feb 1918. 
 
"Petaluma (CA) Argus-Courier" 29 Mar 1918 p 2 - lengthy story of the Tuscania   
 
 
Post-war: 
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"Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat" 5 Feb 1989 p 2 - long article with photos about the 2 Petaluma 
survivors of Tuscania: Alden W. Stewart & McNear. McNear was born in the family mansion. 
Attended  Hitchcock Military Academy & U of CA graduate. The article quotes his lengthy letter on 
the Tuscania sinking, McNear got to visit the battlefront in France but was an instructor of troops, 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Petaluma Argus-Courier" 16 Mar 1984 p 1 & 2 - photo - "the patriarch of Petaluma" – died at age 95. 
His life was woven into the city of Petaluma's history. Son of George P.  & Ida Bell (Denman) 
McNear. His mother Ida was the daughter of Ezekiel Denman, a Two Rock rancher. Graduate of 
Hitchcock Military Academy. Attended the U of CA 1904-08, charter member Alpha Delta Phi. In 
WWI, senior captain in a regiment raised at the U of CA. Went in a lifeboat off Tuscania. Was one of 
the 1st 10,000 Americans in France.. Was discharged from the Army as a 1st lieutenant. Returned to 
Petaluma to work in the family business.  
G.P. McNear (grain & hay) was founded by Denman's uncle John A. McNear on 6 Nov 1856.  John 
was joined in the business by his brother George W. (P.?) & they shipped produce to San Francisco, 
operating the largest warehouse in CA in 1864. The brothers John & George divided the business in 
1874, with George going to San Francisco to oversee interests there. A large mill & headquarters 
were established at Main & B streets in Petaluma, Denman married in 1930 (wife not named). His 
son Denman Kittredge McNear (Gaynesville CA) is chairman of the board of Southern Pacific & 
daughter his Mary McNear McNab lives in Marin Co. CA. Namesake of McNear Park, McNear 
Avenue, McNear Elementary School in Petaluma. He donated the land for Fire Station #1 and the 
Petaluma Golf & Country Club. Charter member of the Petaluma Rotary Club (23 Mar 1923). 
Survived by his children & a sister. Burial in Cypress Hill.   
  
Social Security number: 552-03-8064 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Petaluma, Sonoma CA 
George P. McNear, 43 CA, Jul 1857, parents b. ME, married 13 years, grain dealer 
Ida Belle, 40 CA, Nov 1860, parents b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Mirian [sic], 11 CA, Oct 1888, at school 
Ezekial [sic] D., 10 CA, Dec 1889, at school 
George P., 8 CA, Jun 1891, at school 
Louise, 6 CA, May 1894 
Clara, 19 CA, May 1881, student [George Sr.’s daughter by his 1st marriage] 
& 2 female servants & 1 male servant 
[For all the children: parents b. CA] 
 
1910 Petalum, Sonoma CA 
George P. McNear, 53 CA, parents b. ME, in 2nd marriage, married 38 years, merchant, own store 
Ida B., 51 CA, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage [her length of marriage not stated], gave birth to 4 
children, 4 are living 
Miriam, 21 CA 
Denman, 20 CA 
George Jr., 18 CA 
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Louise, 15 CA 
& 2 female & 2 male house servants 
 
1920 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 139 San Rafael Rd. 
George P. McNear, 62 CA, parents b. ME, merchant, grain & feed 
Ida Belle, 60 CA, parents b. NY 
E. Denman, 31 CA, single, merchant, grain & feed 
& hired man 
 
1930 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 617 “C” St. – conducted 7 Apr 1930 
E. Denman McNear, 40 CA, parents b. CA, merchant, grain, WWI veteran 
Mary H.W. McNear, 32 OH, father b. MA, mother b. KY [wife] 
Mary McNear, 6 CA [daughter] 
Denman K. McNear, 4 years 8 months CA [son] 
& boarders: 
Elizabeth Oler, 70 MD, parents b. MD, widow 
Bessie K. Oler, 35 MD, parents b. MD, single 
Ann Brown Oler, 33 MD, parents b. MD, single 
& servants: 
S. Marie Paulsen, 26 Denmark 
Pauline Henderson, 32 Germany 
 
1940 Petaluma, Sonoma CA – 617 C St. – same place in 1935 
E. Denman McNear, 50 CA, merchant, grain 
Mary, 45 NY 
Mary, 16 CA 
Denman, 14 CA 
& servant Andeline Madsen, 50 Denmark 
 


