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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
McMurry, William Franklin 

1896 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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The homestead of Samuel Henderson McMurry & Susan Leonard McMurry –  

 https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LYBN-K99/samuel-henderson-mcmurry-1853-1905  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7B4G-GMMM 

 
 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LYBN-K99/samuel-henderson-mcmurry-1853-1905
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7B4G-GMMM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

89KH?i=3000&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JR74 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KY-
Q?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TH6K 

 
Father?  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-89KH?i=3000&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JR74
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-89KH?i=3000&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JR74
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KY-Q?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TH6K
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KY-Q?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TH6K
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“McKinney (TX) Democrat” Thursday 16 Dec 1897 p 6 

 
Mother: 
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TX death record of mother Susan Ella/Allen Leonard McMurry -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062036-
03559?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB34031&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2336362

3 
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His age matches – appears to be Horatio G. Leonard, maternal grandfather, who died 14 Dec 1915. 
According to the article, H.G. was a cavalry raider for General Joseph (“Fighting Joe”) Weaver in the 
Civil War, for the Confederate States of America. Wheeler then served as a representative from AL 

in the US Congress & fought in the US Army in the Spanish-American War & Philippine-American 
War – “Fort Worth (TX) Record” Sunday 27 Jun 1915 p 20 

 
Siblings: 
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- TX death record of brother Augustus Clarence McMurry, 23 Nov 1883 – 23 Dec 1953 - 

 https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062436-
01837?pId=83576035 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062436-01837?pId=83576035
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062436-01837?pId=83576035
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Obituary of brother Augustus Clarence McMurry – “Fort Wort (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 24 Dec 

1953 p 15     
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Suicide by drinking carbolic acid of sister Mary T. McMurry Cannon after killing her husband Edd 

Lemon Cannon with an axe – “Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 22 Jun 1913 p 1 
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 22 Jun 1913 p 1 
 

 
The joint tombstone of Mary T. McMurry Cannon & Edd L. Cannon. Mary committed suicide after 

murdering Edd. His inscription reads “He is at rest in heaven. God be with you.” While Mary’s 
reads: “Asleep in Jesus. Blessed sleep.” – Find A grave 14605642 & 14605656 
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TX death record of brother James (Robert) Barton McMurry, 7 Oct 1898 TX – 29 Dec 1955 TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-
00126?pId=23323702 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-00126?pId=23323702
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062475-00126?pId=23323702
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Obituary of brother Jesse Grant McMurry (1894-1972) – the information about his siblings who 

predeceased him is incorrect - “Greenville (TX) Herald Banner” Saturday 28 Oct 1972 p 2 
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TX death record of brother Jesse Grant McMurry (1894-1972) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1S-QQ2F?i=469&cc=1983324 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1S-QQ2F?i=469&cc=1983324
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TX death record of brother Olan Dewey McMurry (1898 – 1970) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1Q-96YJ?i=281&cc=1983324  
 

Name:  William Franklin McMurry 
Name variations: MacMurry, Willie  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 359th Inf. Co. H 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the sinking of the 
Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from:  Royse City, Rockwall TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William F. McMurry 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. S.H. McMurry of Royse City TX 

First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 62, as Wm. F. 
M'Murray  

 
Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed as: William F. McMurry 
Rank: pvt, Casual Co. 1 
WWI draft registration (1917):  as Willie Franklin McMurry - b. 5 Jan 1896 Royse City TX; res: Royse 
City TX. Single. Farmer for self, Royse City TX. Medium height, slender build.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born 5 Jan 1896 – died 6 Feb 1918 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9Y1Q-96YJ?i=281&cc=1983324
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Address:  Royse City TX 
Rank/unit:  private, 1 Cas Co 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Jan 1896 Royse City, Rockwall TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (at age 21 years, 8 months)   
Find A Grave record: 61829840 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Royse City, Rockwall TX 
Cemetery:  Royse City 
Tombstone:  reads: Pvt 
 
Father:  Samuel Henderson McMurry, 6 Mar 1853 TN – 18 Dec 1905 TX. Son of Boyd Montgomery 
McMurry & Margaret Ann McCammon. Buried in Royse City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. 
Find A Grave:  61829821 
 
Mother: Susan Ella/Allen Leonard McMurry, Apr 1860 [Find A Grave] or 11 Sep 1859 [TX death 
certificate] TN – 16 May 1932 Rockwall Co. TX. Her maiden surname is listed as Allen on her Find A 
Grave record, but other documents indicate it is Leonard. Daughter of Horatio G. Leonard (1820-
1915, F: 60003685) & Ellen Collins (1823-1901, F: 27453499). Buried in Royse City Cemetery, Royse 
City, Rockwall TX. 
Find A Grave: 61829760   
Parents’ marriage:  1883 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  an additional sibling had died before the 1900 census. William was born between 
brothers Jesse & Olan. 

• Augustus Clarence McMurry, 23 Nov 1883 Royse City, Rockwall TX – 23 Dec 1953 Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX (at his home, 1309 Lincoln.) Used the name Clarence. Was a Swift & Co. 
meat packing employee. Husband of Nannie Sargent (sometimes found as Sergent) (1888-
1959, F: 7497288). She was the daughter of William M. Sargent (F: 7478787) & Polly Ann 
Pigman (F: 7478789). – Marriage license: “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 21 
Dec 1910 p 9 – for Clarence McMurray [sic] of Royse City & Miss Nannie Sergent of Crowley 
TX. - Buried as A.C. McMurry in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 7497292 

• Francis L. McMurry, 18 Feb 1884 TX – 9 Dec 1886. Her tombstone says she is the daughter 
of S.H. & S.E. McMurry, although this is the male spelling of the name Francis; the spelling 
for females is Frances. Buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall TX. F: 60996289 

• Samuel Henderson McMurry, 27 Sep 1886 Royse City, Rockwall TX – 6 Nov 1967 Rowlett, 
Dallas TX. Husband of Loraine Monroe (1898-1985, F: 61829777), the daughter of George 
Washington Monroe (F: 61816295) & Annie Viola McCord (F: 61816336). Buried in Royse 
City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 61829799 

• Mary T. McMurry Cannon, 31 Mar 1888 TX – 20 Jun 1913 Royse City, Rockwall TX. Wife of 
Edd Lemon Canyon (1884 – 20 Jun 1913 Royse City, Rockwall TX, F: 14605656). According 
to the graphic newspaper accounts in 1913, Mary took an axe and chopped her husband’s 
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head “to bits,” then ran with her baby in her arms to her mother’s house about 1 mile away. 
Not find her home, Mary went to the house of a neighbor, where she placed the baby on a 
bed, ran into the yard & drank a bottle of carbolic acid. She died within minutes. In a note 
left at her house, she blamed “domestic disturbances.” Buried with Edd in Royse City 
Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 14605642 

• Robert Barton (“James”) McMurry, 7 Oct 1892 Royse City, Rockwall TX – 29 Dec 1955 
Rockwall Co. TX. Husband of Lucy Hazel Ansley (1898-1959, F: 61830206). Buried in Royse 
City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 61830223 

• Jesse Grant McMurry, 12 Aug 1894 TX Rockwall, Rockwall TX – 1972 Dallas, Dallas TX (in 
Baylor University Medical Center). Husband of Nellie Canup (1899-1965, F: 61830112), the 
daughter of John Adam Canup Jr. (F: 14605800) & Mollie Estella Neeley (F: 14605811). 
Buried in Royse City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 61830086 

• Olan Dewey McMurry, 22 Jun 1898 Royse City, Rockwall TX – 11 Jul 1970 Dallas, Dallas TX. 
Married 26 Jul 1924 in Hunt Co. TX to Opal Carr (1907-1987, F: 61829858). Buried in Royse 
City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall TX. F: 61829874 

• Ethel Iva Lee McMurry Cash, 25 Apr 1901 TX – 26 Nov 1986. SSN 467-64-9642. Married 23 
Sep 1922 to William Roy Cash (1901-1990, F: 14605988). Ethel & William named 1 of their 
sons Willie (perhaps for her brother?). Buried in Royse City Cemetery, Royse City, Rockwall 
TX. F: 14605980 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – among the Replacement Detach, Camp 
Travis, on Tuscania: William F. McMurry of Royse City TX 
 
“Corsicana (TX) Daily Sun” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 – among the Texans missing: Wm. F. McMurry, 
Royse City TX 
 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 16 – there were 171 Tuscania victims buried in 
Scotland, among them 164 American soldiers. One of the 78 who were buried in one long trench 
was William T. [sic] McMurray [sic], 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 4, Rockwall Co. TX – conducted 15 Jun 1900 
Samuel H. McMurry, 47 TN, Mar 1853, parents b. TN, married 17 years, farmer 
Sude E., 40 TN, Apr 1860, parents b. TN, gave birth to 9 children, 7 are living 
Augustus C., 16 TX, Nov 1883, at school 
Samuel H., 13 TX, Sep 1886, at school 
Mary T., 12 TX, Mar 1888, at school 
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James B., 9 TX, Oct 1890, at school [AKA Robert] 
Jesse G., 6 TX, Aug 1893 
William R., 4 TX, Jan 1896 
Olin D., 1 TX, Jun 1898 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 4, Rockwall Co. TX 
S.E. McMurray, 50 TN, widow, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living [head of household] [mother 
Susan] 
Clarence, 26 TX [i.e. Augustus Clarence] 
Sam, 23 TX 
Barton, 19 TX [Robert/James Barton] 
Jessie, 15 TX 
Willie, 13 TX [William Franklin] 
Dewey, 11 TX [Olan Dewey] 
Ethel, 8 TX  
 
1920 Royse City, Rockwall TX 
Susie McMurry, 56 TN, widow, parents b. TX, farmer 
James B., 28 TX, farm laborer 
Jessie, 25 TX, farm laborer 
Allice [as indexed] but is scribbled & could be read as Allien, 21 TX – this appears to be Olin’s entry 
Ethel, 18 TX 
& grandchildren [orphaned after their mother killed their father]: 
Angus Cannon, 12 TX  
Ray Cannon, 8 TX  
 


