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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 
  

McMillan, John Charles, Jr. / MacMillan, John 
Charles, Jr. 

1886 SD – 1971 MT 
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John Charles McMillan Jr., apparently in WWI uniform - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/057bf274-6c73-4fc9-8a6b-

1e705de82fc8?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource 
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John Charles MacMillan Jr., ca. 1950 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6b8163cb-1287-436f-a4a6-
1472b61f9938  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6b8163cb-1287-436f-a4a6-1472b61f9938
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6b8163cb-1287-436f-a4a6-1472b61f9938
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6b8163cb-1287-436f-a4a6-1472b61f9938
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John Charles MacMillan Jr. & wife Mary Rilla Phillips MacMillan, ca. 1950 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-
1769559354/media/5a80c528-a345-42dc-aa89-3831cc7eab60 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/5a80c528-a345-42dc-aa89-3831cc7eab60
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/5a80c528-a345-42dc-aa89-3831cc7eab60
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No caption supplied except “John C. McMillan” but identification  based on ages would 

indicate: standing (left to right) Robert Bruce, Donna Mae, Gladyce Ione 
Seated in front: John Charles MacMillan Jr. & Mary Rilla Phillips MacMillan -

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/1481d668-7169-4cdc-af58-

da3b898bcceb?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource 
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The McMillan home at 326 Junction Avenue, Sturgis SD - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-
1769559354/media/6fa32dd1-3c5d-4e72-97b3-1b66ddcd6afb  

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6fa32dd1-3c5d-4e72-97b3-1b66ddcd6afb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1769559354/media/6fa32dd1-3c5d-4e72-97b3-1b66ddcd6afb
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McMillan Mercantile Company store, Sturgis SD, from left: John Charles McMillan Sr., son 

Herbert M. McMillan, son Bert W. McMillan & John Poss (? – question mark appears in 
original caption) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-

1513568201/media/75c0cc06-8555-40cc-83f7-bccb4f5cc84e 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1513568201/media/75c0cc06-8555-40cc-83f7-bccb4f5cc84e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1513568201/media/75c0cc06-8555-40cc-83f7-bccb4f5cc84e
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The McMillan Store is the 3rd one on the left side of this street – shortest storefront - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/120b47d8-215f-42a6-ab52-

1c52ec670a05  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/120b47d8-215f-42a6-ab52-1c52ec670a05
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/120b47d8-215f-42a6-ab52-1c52ec670a05
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/120b47d8-215f-42a6-ab52-1c52ec670a05


9 
 

 

 
Obituary of John Charles McMillan Jr. – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 7 Sep 1971 

p 11 
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Obituary of John Charles McMillan Jr. – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Monday 6 Sep 1971 

p 10 
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Funeral program - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/998d8d83-e552-4c72-970c-
39d0bbfdf54b?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/998d8d83-e552-4c72-970c-39d0bbfdf54b?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/998d8d83-e552-4c72-970c-39d0bbfdf54b?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200601/media/998d8d83-e552-4c72-970c-39d0bbfdf54b?_phsrc=hFB33981&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Y-K39L-
8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW983-F43Z 
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“Daily Deadwood (SD) Pioneer-Times” Saturday 16 Mar 1918 p 8 
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“Lead (SD) Daily Call” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 16 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 27 Apr 1952 p 8 – the pallbearers for Tuscania 

survivor John D. Morrow were his shipmates on Tuscania, including John Charles McMillan 
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Feature story on Tuscania survivor Fred Metcalf inclubes photo (poor quality) & statement that 

another survivor was John McMillan, of Kalispell MT, formerly a maintenance man at the Kalispell 
Post Office & Cornelius Hedges School, now retired -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/21627307/?terms=%22john%20mcmillan%22%20t
uscania&match=1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/21627307/?terms=%22john%20mcmillan%22%20tuscania&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/21627307/?terms=%22john%20mcmillan%22%20tuscania&match=1
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Monday 6 Feb 1939 p 3 
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Frank McMillan’s story about his father William McMillan -  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-
1513568201/media/9fddc130-1eb2-46a8-a6a6-2d2bcd2f7321 
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1st wife Mary Rilla Phillips: 

 
MT marriage certificate 15 Oct 1927 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-
11622-92826-

3?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33922&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=322741 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11622-92826-3?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33922&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=322741
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11622-92826-3?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33922&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=322741
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60062/images/MM9.3.1_2FTH-267-11622-92826-3?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33922&_phstart=default&usePUBJs=true&pId=322741
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Mary Rilla Phillips (McMillan) on the lap of her father, James Anderson Phillips, 1902, 
Roseland NE - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200604/media/5595a8d5-da85-4e9d-a19d-
961772a2f50a 

 

 
Obituary of wife Mary Rilla Phillips MacMillan – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 

Sunday 10 May 1953 p 1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200604/media/5595a8d5-da85-4e9d-a19d-961772a2f50a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200604/media/5595a8d5-da85-4e9d-a19d-961772a2f50a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/974200604/media/5595a8d5-da85-4e9d-a19d-961772a2f50a
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Mary Rilla Phillips McMillan meets her sister Mrs. William Stevens of Canada in person 
after 30 years – attending the family reunion are Rilla’s husband John Charles, daughter 

Donna Mae & husband Nathan Kammerdiener and daughter Gladyce Ione with her future 
husband Leonard Secord, and son Robert Bruce McMillan – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell 

MT) Sunday 16 Nov 1952 p 13 
 

2nd wife: Orla Belle Hill 
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Orla Belle Hill, the surviving twin – her twin sister who died at 4 days had the same name - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/58293/person/-
2102995076/media/dea43fad-7761-4938-8b3a-8e5d4619e156 
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Marriage of John Charles MacMillan to Oral Belle Hill on 7 Aug 1958 in Kalispell, Flathead MT - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554318-

00230?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2241 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554318-00230?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2241
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554318-00230?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2241
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MT death record for Orla Belle Hill McMillan, divorced, born 3 Oct 1911 MO, died 5 Jul 1969 

MT  -- 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_09

15-00438?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1094534  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0915-00438?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1094534
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5437/images/47791_1220706333_0915-00438?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1094534
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Obituary of Orla Belle Hill Colby McMillan – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 8 Jul 

1969 p 7 
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Death of Orla Belle Hill’s mother, in which Orla is identified as Mrs. Orla Camden of 
Wichita KS - “Iola (KS) Register” Daily Register” Wednesday 20 Feb 1935 p 1 

 

 
Divorce on 12 Sep 1963 of John C. MacMillan & Orla B. – married 7 Aug 1958 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554248-
01632?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=19017  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554248-01632?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=19017
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554248-01632?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=19017
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The “other” Orla Bell Hill, Orla Belle’s twin sister, who died 8 Oct 1911. Instead of filling in 

single/twin status, the box reads “babe” – “died suddenly after becoming cyanotic” - 
buried in Simmons Cemetery, Wright Co. MO, F: 19838824 

            
Children: 
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MT birth record of daughter Donna Mae McMillan on 17 Mar 1929 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319770-
00717?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=6eb9c00b3449a6694f7c7ec0eae40206&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB33973&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=113253 
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Son Robert Bruce McMillan – Left: Flathead County High School yearbook, 1947 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8943/images/30757_076639-
00051?pId=1016431 – Right: obituary in “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 8 Nov 1990 p 18 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8943/images/30757_076639-00051?pId=1016431
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8943/images/30757_076639-00051?pId=1016431
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Marriage of daughter Gladyce Ione MacMillan to Leonard Secord on 23 Apr 1954 in Post Falls, 

Kootenai ID - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7849/images/m1954-
00001864_page_0001?treeid=20653705&personid=974186682&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33979&

_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=390183 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7849/images/m1954-00001864_page_0001?treeid=20653705&personid=974186682&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33979&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=390183
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7849/images/m1954-00001864_page_0001?treeid=20653705&personid=974186682&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33979&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=390183
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7849/images/m1954-00001864_page_0001?treeid=20653705&personid=974186682&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33979&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=390183
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Gladyce Ione MacMillan Secord – Flathead High School yearbook, 1949 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/30757_076635-
00053?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=86854091 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father John Charles McMillan Sr. – “Lead (SD) Daily Call” Tuesday 27 Feb 1912 p 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Elsie Whitaker McMillan – “Rapid City (SD) Journal” Monday 9 May 1927 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/350418806/?terms=%22mrs%20john%20mcmillan%22&ma
tch=1 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Jessie Alice McMillan Dessel (1876-1916) – “Lead (SD) Daily Call” Tuesday 11 Jan 
1916 p 5 
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Brother Robert Whitaker/Ward McMillan – Left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/ab4dd712-4a1e-4b4c-955c-3e30c3801f5a - 
Right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/54656ec7-f5f1-4d72-962f-1f341356ca0a 
 

 
Robert’s wife Ella Udseth McMillan - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20653705/person/19195854374/media/9e7cd821-8076-4558-978c-d651ab140e44  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/ab4dd712-4a1e-4b4c-955c-3e30c3801f5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/ab4dd712-4a1e-4b4c-955c-3e30c3801f5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/54656ec7-f5f1-4d72-962f-1f341356ca0a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/1000082581/media/54656ec7-f5f1-4d72-962f-1f341356ca0a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/19195854374/media/9e7cd821-8076-4558-978c-d651ab140e44
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20653705/person/19195854374/media/9e7cd821-8076-4558-978c-d651ab140e44
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Obituary of brother Robert (Bert/Burt) Ward McMillan – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 14 

Dec 1948 p 6 
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Obituary of brother Robert McMillan – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Thursday 16 Dec 1948 p 13 
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MT death record of Robert Ward McMillan - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319778-
01646?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=123370 
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Obituary of brother Robert McMillan who died at John’s home – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) 

Monday 13 Dec 1948 p 7 
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Obituary of brother Herbert Marshall McMillan – his brother John (who died in 1971) might have 

been surprised to learn that Herbert had no known relatives - “Honolulu (HI) Advertiser” Tuesday 31 
Jan 1961 p 22 
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Marriage of sister Elnora B. (Nora) McMillan Chapman to Henry H. Housley on 2 Nov 1915 in 

Spokane, Spokane WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381553-

01635?treeid=20653705&personid=1000082590&hintid=&queryId=ed209028c84768a4ee5d1b876
bd112a0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33961&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=97933

424 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381553-01635?treeid=20653705&personid=1000082590&hintid=&queryId=ed209028c84768a4ee5d1b876bd112a0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33961&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=97933424
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381553-01635?treeid=20653705&personid=1000082590&hintid=&queryId=ed209028c84768a4ee5d1b876bd112a0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33961&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=97933424
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381553-01635?treeid=20653705&personid=1000082590&hintid=&queryId=ed209028c84768a4ee5d1b876bd112a0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33961&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=97933424
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/47902_b381553-01635?treeid=20653705&personid=1000082590&hintid=&queryId=ed209028c84768a4ee5d1b876bd112a0&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33961&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=97933424
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Death of Henry Hardin Howsley, the 2nd husband of Elnora McMillan – “Long Beach (CA) Press-

Telegram” Sunday 29 Nov 1942 p 16 
 

Their historic Sturgis, Meade County, South Dakota home: 

https://www.newscenter1.tv/mcmillan-house-in-sturgis-added-to-the-national-register/  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places_listings_in_Meade_County,_S
outh_Dakota 
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https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/f280495b-8eac-4e93-a385-7fc7b83c68dd 
 

https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset/f280495b-8eac-4e93-a385-7fc7b83c68dd
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https://history.sd.gov/preservation/img/McMillanHouse.JPG 
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https://cdm15851.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15851coll13/id/49/ 
 
 
 

 
 
Name:  John Charles McMillan Jr. / John Charles MacMillan Jr. 
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Name variations:  J. Charles – usually his name is found as McMillan, except in some later records 
& on his tombstone  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,581 
Entered service from:  Sturgis, Meade SD 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  J. Charles Mc Millan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother Bert Mc Millan, Sturgis SD 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John C. Mc Millan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Burt Mc Millan, Sturgis SD (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry)     
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Charles McMillan - b. 10 Jul 1886 Sturgis SD; res: 
Boyes, Carter MT. Single. Farmer by myself, Boyes, Carter Co. MT. Military experience: private, Co. 
K, 3 years, SD National Guard Infantry. Medium height & build.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Charles McMillan – b. 10 Jul 1886 Sturgis SD; res: 
Columbia Falls, Flathead MT. NOK wife Mrs. Mary McMillan, same address. Employed by Homer 
McClarity, Swan Lake, Lake Co. MT. “scar on left thumb” – Height: 5’8” – 140 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 8 Jun 1919 
Address:  Kalispell MT 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 Jul 1886 Sturgis, Meade SD   
Died: 5 Sep 1971 Whitefish, Flathead MT (Social Security Death Index: last residence Columbia 
Falls MT)    
Find A Grave record: 93851317 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower    
Burial location:  Kalispell, Flathead MT 
Cemetery:  Conrad Memorial 
Tombstone: buried as John C. MacMillan 
 
Father: John Charles McMillan Sr., 17 Jun 1847 Beaver Dam, Dodge Wi, also found as Eau Claire 
Co. WI – 22 Feb 1912 Hot Springs township, Fall River SD (at Battle Mountain Sanitarium). Son of 
John McMillan & Christann Gunn.  Served in the Civil War for the Union, in the 12th WI Infantry, Co. A 
as a private (also found as 22nd WI Infantry). John enlisted 17 Mar 1865 at Fond du Lac WI & was 
mustered out 24 Jun 1865 at Camp Randall, Madison WI. He then worked in a dry goods store in 
Milwaukee WI, spent 3 years in Chicago IL & then to a lumber company in Eau Claire WI, working in 
the lumber business until 1878 [or Oct 1879 according to his wife’s obituary] when he moved to 
Sturgis SD. There he took up a 160-acre homestead claim near Sturgis & also worked for a trader at 
Fort Meade. In 1880 he began a shoe & boot business in Sturgis & opened McMillan Mercantile in 
1881. Served as Sturgis mayor for 2 terms, city council & chairman of the state & county 
Republican Party central committee. In 1896 the family home, placed on the on the National 
Register of Historic Places on 15 Oct 1915, was sold on a sheriff’s sale, showing the family was in 
financial difficulties.  
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His stay at the Battle Mountain Sanitarium & his Civil War military record found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-
1513568201/media/miusa1866_113730-00069. John, married, farmer, was admitted 18 Jun 1907, 
discharged 31 Aug 1910, died 22 Feb 1912 of “malignant tumor of liver.” His body was shipped to 
Sturgis SD for burial.  
Buried in Bear Butte Cemetery, Sturgis, Meade SD. 
Find A Grave:  80253802 
 
Mother: Elsie A. Whitaker (Whittaker) McMillan, 2 Dec 1855 Beaver Dam, Dodge WI - 4 May 1927 
Sturgis, Meade SD. Name also found as Jessie Elsie Whitaker/Whittaker. Daughter of Robert 
Whittaker & Lucy M. Horton. Buried in Bear Butte Cemetery, Sturgis, Meade SD. 
Find A Grave:  122534074 
Parents’ marriage: 14 Jul 1875, in Beaver Dam, Dodge WI or Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI (Elsie’s 
obituary)   
 
Spouse:  Mary Rilla Phillips MacMillan, 15 Aug 1899 Roseland, Adams NE – 9 May 1953 Kalispell, 
Flathead MT (at her home). Daughter of James Anderson Phillips & Nancy J. Robinson/Rodson. 
Buried in Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Kalispell, Flathead MT.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  93851398 
Marriage: 15 Oct 1927 Kalispell, Flathead MT 
 
Spouse: Orla Belle Hill Colby MacMillan/McMillan, 3 Oct 1911 Wright Co. MO – 5 Jul 1969 
Whitefish, Flathead MT (in Whitefish Memorial Hospital). SSN 516-48-6175. Daughter of William 
Jasper Hill & Lola Hester Blaylock (1893-1935, F: 144818746).   
Find A Grave 19838824 lists her twin sister Orla Bell Hill, born 3 Oct 1911 Wright Co. MO – died 8 
Oct 1911 Wright Co. MO. Same parents as Orla Belle Hill Colby McMillan. Buried in Simmons 
Cemetery, Wright Co. MO.  
Wife of Earnest E. Colby. In the 1930 census for Humboldt, Allen KS, Orla B. Colby, 19 MO, age 18 
at 1st marriage, resides with her husband Earnest E. Colby (28 IA, parents b. IA, laborer at odd jobs, 
age 27 at 1st marriage). They live with Orla’s mother Hester Hill (36 MO, parents b. MO), a laborer in 
a cement mill, & her children Clyde E. Hill (8 MO) & Nathan J. (5 MO). Leroy Ernest Everett Colby, 
son of Andrew L. Colby & Clara E. Voshell, is listed on Find A Grave with the surname Dare, 1898 IA 
– 1983 CO, F: 28596932 
When her mother Lola H. Hill dies 19 Feb 1935, one of her surviving daughters is Mrs. Orla Camden 
of Wichita KS. This is believed to be an error & should have read Colby. 
Her MT death record lists her surname as McMillan. She died of a ruptured aortic aneurysm.  
Orla McMillan (using that spelling) is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery, Columbia Falls, Flathead MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 124372476 
Marriage: 7 Aug 1958 Flathead Co. MT. John C. MacMillan, widowed & Orla B. Hill, divorced – 2nd 
marriage for both. “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 10 Aug 1958 p 10 – marriage license: 
John C. MacMillan & Orla B. Hill, both of Kalispell MT. 
Divorce: 12 Sep 1963 in 11th Judicial District, Kalispell, Flathead MT. Divorce granted to John C. 
MacMillan, age 77, b. SD, retired & Orla B. MacMillan, age 51, b. MO, cooking in café, on grounds of 
mental cruelty. “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Sunday 15 Sep 1943 p 16 – divorce granted to John. 
 
Children: 

• Donna Mae McMillan Kammerdiener, 17 Mar 1929 Kalispell, Flathead MT -   Her MT birth 
record shows she was the firstborn child (with 1 now living) of mother Mary Rilla Phillips, 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1513568201/media/miusa1866_113730-00069
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/3145227/person/-1513568201/media/miusa1866_113730-00069
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age 29, born Roseland NE, housewife & father John Charles McMillan, age 42, b. Sturgis SD, 
rancher. – Married Nathan Alfred Kammerdiener (18 Jan 1924 GA – 5 Apr 1966 CA, F: 
73981554) on 24 Aug 1946 in Kalispell, Flathead MT. – As Donna M. Kammerdiener, married 
Harold Leroy Jacko (6 Sep 1920 KS – 13 Jun 1990 CA, F: 155214193, buried in Sunrise 
Memorial Cemetery, Vallejo, Solano CA) on 25 Aug 1977 in Reno, Washoe NV. -  Resident of 
CA in 2021. 

• Robert Bruce McMillan, 19 Mar 1930 Kalispell, Flathead MT – 6 Nov 1990 Tacoma, Pierce 
WA. SSN 516-28-0360. Married 26 Nov 1954 in Kootenai Co. ID to Dorothy Louise Kahn (b. 
13 Feb 1939 Malta, Phillips MT), the daughter of George Michael Kahn (F: 17698928) & 
Lillian Coretta Kahn Evenson (F: 129109605). Burial details unknown. F: 233236764 

• Gladyce Ione McMillan Secord. 10 Aug 1933 Kalispell, Flathead MT. Wife of Leonard/Lenard 
Secord. Resident of Columbia Falls MT in 2021. 

 
Siblings:  

• Jessie Alice McMillan Dessel – May 1876 Eau Claire Co. WI – 8 Jan 1916 Meade Co. SD. 
Married on 29 Nov 1911 in Meade Co. SD to Leo G. Dessel (1882-1956, F: 103326300). 
Buried in St. Francis de Sales Cemetery, Ossian, Winneshiek IA. F: 103329826 

• Robert (Bert/Burt) Whitaker/Ward McMillan, 26 Mar 1878 Eau Claire Co. WI – 13 Dec 1948 
Kalispell, Flathead MT (at the home of his brother John). SSN 517-12-5014. When he 
registered for the WWI draft in 1917 in Sturgis SD, he was a bookkeeper at the Commercial 
Hotel, with his mother Elsie as his next-of-kin. Husband of Ella L. Udseth (also found as 
Narsudeth) (1881- 27 May 1936, F: 94041947). After his wife died in 1936, Robert lived with 
his brother John at 714 E. 3rd Ave., Kalispell MT, where he died. Buried in Conrad Memorial 
Cemetery, Kalispell, Flathead MT. F: 55061374 

• Herbert Marshall McMillan, 17 Sep 1881 Sturgis, Meade SD – 28 Jan 1961 Honolulu, 
Honolulu HI. Served as a sergeant in the US Army in WWI & WWII, with 28 years of military 
service. A married couple, Palmer & Dorothy Bagwell, lived with him for 20 years. Resident 
of 59-048-A Kamehameha Highway, Haleiwa, Oahu HI. Died at the US Armyu Tripler 
Hospital. His obituary said he had no known relatives, but brother John & nieces & nephews 
survived him. Buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, Honolulu 
HI. F: 3784912 

• Elnora B. (Nora) McMillan Chapman Howsley, 7 Feb 1884 Sturgis, Meade SD – 30 Dec 1974 
Orange Co. CA. SSN 559-68-8460. - In the 1910 census for Spokane, Spokane WA, Nora B. 
Chapman (26 SD, parents b. WI), in her 1st marriage & married 4 years, lived on S. Madison 
with husband James Chapman (27 IA, parents b. IA, in real estate) & daughter Marjorie 
Chapman (3 SD). - Elnora B. (McMillan) Chapman, age 32, b. SD, married 2 Nov 1915 in 
Spokane, Spokane WA to Henry Hardin Howsley, who was born 17 Jul 1869 KS, d. 28 Nov 
1942 Orange Co. CA. – In the 1930 census for Fullerton, Orange CA, Henry Howsley (60 KS, 
parents b. KY) lived with wife Elnora (46 SD, parents b. WI) & daughter Marie C. Howsley (11 
CA). He was a real estate agent. - Buried in Loma Vista Memorial Park, Fullerton, Orange 
CA. F: 197017003 

 
Notes:  
 
The family house in Sturgis SD built 1887 was placed on the National Register of Historic Places on 
15 Oct 2015. The family had moved from WI in 1878 or 1879. Son Robert (Bert) was born in Eau 
Claire WI in March 1878. 
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Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Daily Deadwood (SD) Pioneer-Times” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 6 – believe there are 2 local men 
aboard Tuscania, one being John McMillan of Sturgis SD. His brother Bert McMillan of Sturgis had 
gotten a message about his unit. John enlisted in “Laed” [sic/Lead SD] on 9 Dec 1917. 
 
“Daily Deadwood (SD) Pioneer-Times” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – Among the Black Hills men on 
Tuscania was T.C. [sic/J.C.] McMillan of Sturgis SD. 
 
“Daily Deadwood (SD) Pioneer-Times" 16 Mar 1918 p 8 - John's letter to his mother Mrs. J.C. 
McMillan of Sturgis SD. Torpedo hit at 6:45 p.m. John took only his lifebelt so lost all else. Was in a 
lifeboat 3 hours. The Irish treat the men like princes. He is now in an English camp, where spring is 
supposedly 3 weeks early this year. Glad Frank wasn't on board.  
 
Post-war: 
 
The National Register of Historic Places application for the Sturgis Water Works Co. lists Jarvis 
Davenport as its operator & that cook John McMillan lived in the cookhouse on the site until the 
1930s. 
 
“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Friday 10 Feb 1939 p 4 – photo of 11 Tuscania survivors. One of the 
two local men not pictured is John McMillan. All local men survived. 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 516-16-5781 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Sturgis, Meade SD 
J.C. McMillan, 53 WI, Jun 1846, parents b. Scotland, merchant 
Elsie A., 44 WI, Dec 1855, father b. England, mother b. NY 
Jessie A., 24 WI, May 1876, at home 
Bert W., 22 WI, Mar 1878, clerk, dry goods 
Herbert M., 18 SD, Sep 1881, clerk, dry goods 
Nora R., 16 SD, Feb 1884, at school 
John C. Jr., 13 SD, Jul 1886, at school 
 
1910 Sturgis, Meade SD – 326 Junction Ave. - his mother & siblings & future brother-in-law 
Elsie A. McMillan, 54 WI, father b. England, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 34 years, own 
income [head of household] 
Jessie A., 33 WI, parents b. WI, saleslady, dry goods [daughter] 
Robert W., 32 WI, parents b. WI, merchant, dry goods [son] 
& roomer Leo G. Dessel, 28 IA, parents b. Germany, salesman, dry goods [roomer – and Jessie’s 
future husband] 
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1920 Sturgis, Meade SD – 2nd St. – mother & brother 
Bert McMillan, 43 WI, parents b. WI, single, clerk, clothing store [head of household] 
Elsie McMillan, 64 WI, father b. England, mother b. NY, single [should have read widow] [mother] 
 
1930 Jocko, Flathead MT 
John McMillan, 43 SD, parents b. WI, age 42 (? – illegible & doesn’t compute) at 1st marriage, 
manager, --- farm, WWI veteran 
Mary, 30 NE, parents b. IN, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Donna Mae, 1 year 1 month MT 
Robert Bruce, 1 month MT 
 
1940 Jocko, Flathead MT – same house in 1935 
John C. McMillan, 53 SD, farmer, farm  
Mary R., 40 NE [wife 
Donna M., 11 MT [daughter] 
Robert B., 10 MT [son] 
Gladys I., 6 MT [daughter] 
Robert, 62 WI, widowed, laborer, farm, in 1935 living in Flathead Co. MT [brother] 
1940 Hot Springs, Fall River SD – Battle Mountain Sanitarium – on line 93 - father 
John C. McMillan, 63 WI, in 1st marriage, married 34 years, parents b. Scotland, inmate 
 
 


