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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 
 

 

McKendrick, Morton (Martin/Merton/Marton) 
1894 IL – 1957  
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The right Merton McKendrick (?), age matches – “St. Louis (MO) Star and Times” 20 Jan 1911 p 8 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/205132042/?terms=mckendrick&match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/205132042/?terms=mckendrick&match=1
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This appears to be him, in this story Merton McKendrick – a head injury could explain much (his 
wartime psychosis, his institutionalization in Sheridan WY) – “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” 

Sunday 12 May 1895 p 12 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/571393122/?terms=%22merton%20mckendrick%22&match

=1 
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In this story, as Morton McKendrick - “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Sunday 12 May 1895 p 15 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Thursday 26 Jan 1911 p 14 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B9ZJ-

Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9JJ-NYT2 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-X3C6-

YVLL?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6ZCP-PQPP 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B9ZJ-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9JJ-NYT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B9ZJ-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9JJ-NYT2
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406273_0435-

01321?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=116be5ac06ef2f4db8303c8563d912d2&usePUB=true
&_phsrc=hFB33451&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1644713 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406273_0435-01321?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=116be5ac06ef2f4db8303c8563d912d2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33451&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1644713
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406273_0435-01321?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=116be5ac06ef2f4db8303c8563d912d2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33451&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1644713
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406273_0435-01321?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=116be5ac06ef2f4db8303c8563d912d2&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB33451&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1644713
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1445643:1169?tid=&pid=&queryId=1f72a7d41dadf741516cf5ad09931437&_phsrc=h
FB33475&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1445643:1169?tid=&pid=&queryId=1f72a7d41dadf741516cf5ad09931437&_phsrc=hFB33475&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1445643:1169?tid=&pid=&queryId=1f72a7d41dadf741516cf5ad09931437&_phsrc=hFB33475&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1445643:1169?tid=&pid=&queryId=1f72a7d41dadf741516cf5ad09931437&_phsrc=hFB33475&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Myrtle A. Howard Hartwell – “Southern Illinoisian” (Carbondale IL) Wednesday 20 Mar 

1957 p 3 
 



12 
 

 

 



13 
 

 

 
WWI draft registration in Precinct 13, St. Louis MO L.B. #8 on 5 Jun 1917 – name entered as Martin 
on top line but appears to be signed Morton – the location data (plus number #125) matches the 

FBI report below - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005151915_04007?usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB33523&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=31257693 
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US Federal Bureau of Investigation Case Files for Martin McKendrick, classified as a deserter as he 

failed to appear for his draft call in St. Louis MO & was confined in El Paso TX - 
https://www.fold3.com/image/671153 

   
 

Name:  Martin (Morton/Merton/Marton) McKendrick  
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  2,315,103 – or – 2,515,103 (Veterans Administration Master Index) 
Entered service from:  Marion, Williamson IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Morton McKendrick 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  uncle Edward Howard, Marion IL (pvt, Co. 50, 165th Depot 
Brigade) 
Returned from war on:  "Finland" Feb 1919, "sick & wounded" - "psychosis undiagnosed" – 
found at: 
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https://www.fold3.com/image/604254139?rec=625057734&terms=finland,incoming,hart
well 
Sailed on return ship as: Marton McKendrick 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  uncle Edward Hartwell, Marion (indexed as Marlos) IL (pvt, 
1st Train. Regt.)  

   
World War I draft registration (1917): indexed as Martin McKendrick but looks as if signed 
Morton: b. 23 Apr 1894 Cairo IL; no home. Single. Unemployed common laborer. Medium 
height, slender build. Registered in St. Louis MO. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Martin McKendrick 
Enlisted: 16 Oct 1917 
Discharged: 2 Aug 1919 
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 23 Apr 1894 Cairo, Alexander IL (WWI) or 23 Aug 1894 (tombstone & Veterans 
Administration Master Index) also found as Ruford (?) TN 
Died: 5 May 1957 (tombstone & Veterans Administration Master Index)   
Find A Grave record: 3360378 
Burial location:  Denver, Denver CO 
Cemetery:  Fort Logan National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Tennessee Pvt 6 Co 1 Inf Tn Regt WWI (1st Training Regt. 
agrees with return voyage) 
 
Father:  apparently James G. McKendrick, Jun 1860 TN (in 1900 census) -  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: apparently Belle Howard McKendrick, May 1876 IL. Daughter of Charles C. Howard & 
Martha Ann Robertson (sometimes found as Robinson or Robison).  In the 1870 census, Martha 
Robertson lives in Township 10, Williamson Co. IL with parents Joseph Robertson (56 TN) & 
Carolina Robertson (44 TN).  Joseph A. Robertson (1818-1883, F: 205986808) & Candace Carolline 
Dean (1824-1900, F: 205987394) 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  married 25 Aug 1891 in Dyer Co. TN – J.G. McKendrick of Yorkville TN & Belle 
Howard of IL 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings:  
 
Notes:  
 
This man has been a challenge. His first name apparently is found as Merton, Morton, Martin and 
Marton. He falls out of a two-story window in St. Louis in 1895. Perhaps a head injury (as he was 
bleeding from his nose? Might this explain his return from war with psychosis and his 
institutionalization in mental hospitals for decades? Could it explain his unclear answers to the FBI 
in 1917 when apprehended as a deserter? 
 
He is apparently homeless as a child at age 16 (Orphaned? One or more parents deserted him? 
Runaway?) when he is apprehended for burglary in St. Louis MO in 1911. From wartime FBI records, 
he is apparently not clear on his life story. Included here are records that seem to apply to him but 
may not be 100% accurate as far as identification.  
 
"St. Louis (MO) Star & Times" 20 Jan 1911 p 8 - photo, age 16, "waif of the streets," 
homeless, committed burglary so could be sent to Industrial School for Boys, Boonville, 
storekeeper Peter Carroll refused to press charges, Merton had broken window to get 
bread & meat, stole cigars & sold them on street, wants to become machinist or electrical 
engineer 
 
Next-of-kin: 
When Morton McKendrick sails on “Tuscania,” he lists his uncle, Edward HOWARD, of Marion IL as 
his next-of-kin. When Marton McKendrick returns on “Finland” in Feb 1919, he lists Edward 
HARTWELL of Marion IL. His mother’s maiden name seems to be Howard. 
 
Edward Ellsworth Hartwell (1872 IL – 1938 IL, F: 106621505) was the son (only child) of Lorenzo 
Dow Hartwell & his 1st wife, Ola (Eola) Rebecca Calvert (1854-1917, F: 1368977887).  
Lorenzo then married Rena Bell Phillips (1858-1920, F: 132621700) on 7 Jul 1890 in Perry IL. 
Edward married Myrtle Ann Howard (6 Jul 1878 Centerville IL – 22 Mar 1957 IL, F: 106621611). 
Edward & Myrtle married 20 Jun 1897 in Williamson Co. IL. Note that Morton had first provided 
HOWARD as Edward’s surname when he sailed on “Tuscania.” 
 
Myrtle Ann Howard McKendrick was the daughter of Charles C. Howard (1851 TN – 1913, F: 
132621728) & his 1st wife, Martha Ann Robertson (Robinson/Robison). They had married 5 
May 1872 in Williamson Co. IL. 
 
Myrtle’s Social Security number: 324-14-4020. 
 
In the 1880 census for Eight-Mile, Williamson IL – conducted 12 Jun 1880: 
C.C. Howard, 29 TN, parents b. TN, farmer 
Martha, 25 IL, father b. TN, mother b. IL, keeps house 
John, 7 IL 
Mary, 5 IL 
Sarah, 3 IL 
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Mertle, 2 IL [daughter Myrtle] 
Culinous, 2 IL [male] 
 
 
An aunt, Miss Ada McKendrick, is the responsible party on his veteran tombstone 
application. She resides at 10733 St. Lawrence Lane, St. Anne MO.  Ada McKendrick, b. 11 
Jan 1865 TN – 21 Apr 1958 St. Louis MO at age 93 & is buried in Valhalla Cemetery, F: 
186400247. She either resided in, or died in, Hillsboro MO. She was the daughter of John 
W. McKendrick & Martha A. Felts. Her brothers are found as William S. (1854-1885, F: 
26627095), James (1857) & Robert R.H. McKendrick (1862-1924, F; 156619599). Is her 
brother James the father of Martin/Merton/Morton McKendrick? 
 
Pre-war: 
 
In the 1900 census for St. Louis MO, James G. McKendrick lived at 1208 ½ High St. In the 1902 St. 
Louis MO city directory, James G. McKendrick lived at 1208 High. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Desertion issue: 
The US Federal Bureau of Investigation Case Files are copied above. Summary: 
Martin McKendrick is picked up on the Santa Fe Street Bridge in El Paso TX by the Immigration 
Service on 9 Oct 1917 & held in the El Paso County jail. He said he had registered for the draft on 5 
Jun 1917 in St. Louis MO & had been born in Ruford TN. Some of his record is illegible (agent can 
read Precinct 13 & either Ward 6 or 8 on form), but he is also listed as being registrant #125 in Ward 
9, Precinct 13 in St. Louis MO [which agrees with the WWI draft card copied above]. Martin either 
did not know or did not want to state where he resided when he registered in St. Louis MO. [His 
card says he had no home.] Martin did not know if he had been called for a physical examination or 
had been drafted. He admitted he had not left a forwarding address with the St. Louis MO draft 
board. Since he had failed to respond to the draft call there – he was #266 in the draft list and the 
St. Louis draft board had called men through #570 – he was considered a deserter from the US 
Army & turned over to them in Texas on 15 Oct 1917. [His Veterans Administration Military Index 
card shows he entered the US Army on 16 Oct 1917.] 
 
“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – among those on board: Morton McKendrick of 
Marion IL, in Camp Travis Detachment 1 overseas casuals 
 
“Belleville (IL) News-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – one of the 2 Illinois survivors is Merton 
McKendrick of Marion IL. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
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1900 St. Louis MO – 1208 ½ High St. 
James G. McKendrick, 39 TN, Jun 1860, parents b. TN, married 8 years, barber 
Belle, 24 IL, May 1876, parents b. IL, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living [wife] 
Merton, 6 TN, Aug 1893, father b. TN, mother b. IL, at school [listed as daughter] 
& a lodger 
 
1910 Miller, Kay OK 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7884/images/4449552_01012?usePU
B=true&_phsrc=hFB33526&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=22929597 
Merton McKendrick, 16 TN, father b. TN, mother b. IL, farm laborer, boarder with: 
Robert McGinnes, 70 Canada & wife Nancy W. McGinnes, 57 MO, their son & 23 boarders 
(ranch & farm laborers)  
 
1920 Kankakee, Kankakee IL – Kankakee State Hospital for the Insane – line 83 
Merton McKendrick, age not listed, b. IL, patient, no occupation 
 
1930 Election District 6, Sheridan WY – US Veterans Hospital for Insane Patients – line 59 
Martin McKendrick, 38 TN, single, parents b. US, inmate, no occupation, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Sheridan Co. WY – US Veterans Administration facility, Sheridan Co. WY – same 
residence in 1935 – line 36 
Martin McKendrick, 55 TN, single, patient  
 


