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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

McKee, Joseph Lemuel 
1896 SD – 1959 CA 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee, standing, back, center - “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 16 Aug 

1951 p 15 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is seated at far right – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 5 Nov 1950 p 15 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is at far right – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 15 Nov 1950 p 16 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is 2nd from right – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 13 Nov 1945 p 13 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is at far left – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 14 Dec 1951 p 10 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is in the middle, holding the flag – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 29 May 

1950 p 6 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is standing at far left – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 1 May 1953 p 

24 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B982-
B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9J2-DGPZ  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B982-B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9J2-DGPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-B982-B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW9J2-DGPZ
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406273_0435-
00767?pId=1644211 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPZ6-HG19 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPZ6-HG19
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“Munster (IN) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Seymour (IN) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Evansville (IN) Courier & Press” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 13 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LWFX-74J 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LWFX-74J
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Obituary of Joseph Lemuel McKee – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 24 Apr 1959 p 14 
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1905 SD state census – Redfield, Spink SD - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-
67W9-Q1T?i=2997&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMM4B-BHV  
 

 
1915 IA state census – Fort Dodge, Webster IA - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9PN-Z9C8-
4?i=1511&cc=2240483&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK4Y-Z271  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67W9-Q1T?i=2997&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMM4B-BHV
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-67W9-Q1T?i=2997&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMM4B-BHV
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9PN-Z9C8-4?i=1511&cc=2240483&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK4Y-Z271
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9PN-Z9C8-4?i=1511&cc=2240483&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQK4Y-Z271
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Father: 
 

   
Obituary of father Joseph James Samuel McKee – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 7 May 1958 p 
29 
 

 
Obituary of father Joseph James Samuel McKee – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 7 May 1958 p 
29 
 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Ida May Terrill McKee – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 20 Feb 1946 p 11 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Mary Marguerite McKee Henderson (1894-1970) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/74952126/person/42333915393/media/74e8ee02-7574-4a10-88ba-525ce4d6ae1b 
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Marriage of sister Mary Marguerite (Margerita) McKee to Harry Earl Henderson on 8 Jun 1915 in 
Webster Co. IA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-
00218?pId=1053938555  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-00218?pId=1053938555
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-00218?pId=1053938555
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Obituary of sister Mildred Marguerite McKee Henderson – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Wednesday 2 Dec 1970 p 40 
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Obituary of sister Harriet McKee Hazeltine – “Kerrville (TX) Times” Monday 25 Jan 1999 p 6 
 

Wife #1 – Clara E. Collinsworth 
 

 

 

 

 
Marriage of Joseph Lemuel McKee to Clara E. Collinsworth (note G is struck out of surname) on 8 
Jul 1919 (license on 5 Jul 1918) Fort Dodge, Webster Co. IA by Methodist Episcopal minister A.A. 

Brooks - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-

00218?pId=903938555  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-00218?pId=903938555
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0193-00218?pId=903938555
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Divorce of Clara Collinsworth McKee from Joseph Lemuel McKee in Kent Co. MI on 27 Apr 1926 – on 

grounds of “cruelty and non support” 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335143-

01180?pId=223260  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335143-01180?pId=223260
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335143-01180?pId=223260
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Marriage of Clara Elizabeth Collinsworth McKee to Albert E. Acher on 15 Sep 1945 in Grand Rapids, 

Kent MI - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341735-
00696?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4796060  

 
Wife #2 E. Jeanne Mallieux Petite 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341735-00696?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4796060
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341735-00696?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=4796060
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Marriage on 23 Oct 1926 in Alameda Co. CA to E. Jeanne Mallieaux Petite, age 26, previously 

married & divorced - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8797/images/42292_1020601537_1374-

00376?pId=2202657 
 

Wife #3 Anna Clare Reilly: 
 
 

 
Marriage license with Anna Clare Reilly – “Santa Ana (CA) Register” Monday 8 Apr 1929 p 3 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LWFX-74J

 
 
 

Life: 
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(article continues, at the end of the list:) 
 

 
Apparently Joseph’s sister Harriett and first-wife-to-be Clara Collinsworth were both nearly 

drowned in the same event – “Munster (IN) Times” Tuesday 1 Aug 1916 p 5 
 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 10 Jan 1941 p 7 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 20 Apr 1941 p 16 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 19 Mar 1943 p 19 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 28 Jun 1943 p 10 
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Joseph Lemuel McKee is the bent-over figure in this poor photograph from the “Oakland (CA) 

Tribune” Monday 28 May 1945 p 13 about Memorial Day observances 
 



36 
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“Contra Costa Gazette” (Martinez CA) Tuesday 2 Jul 1946 p 8 

 

 
Joseph’s  home at 1440 Orchard Street, Berkeley CA, built 1937 – current (2021) value $1.8 million 
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Name:  Joseph Lemuel McKee 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - cook 
Serial number:  250,113 
Entered service from:  Indiana Harbor, Lake IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph L. McKee 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Joseph S. McKee, 4126 Parrish Ave., Indiana Harbor IN  
Returned from war on:  "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph L. McKee 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Joseph S. McKee [sic], 15 Hammond St., Waltham IN (sgt, 
213th Aero Sq)   
World War I draft registration (1917):  enlisted in Apr 1917 shortly after war was declared so did not 
register on 5 Jun 1917 (national registration day).  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Joseph Lemuel McKee - b. 2 May 1896 Bridgewater SD; 
res: 1440 Ordway St., Berkeley, Alameda CA. NOK Mrs. Anna McKee, same address. Employed by 
Joseph L. McKee, 812 – 61st St., Oakland CA. “scar on left fore arm” Height: 6’2” – weight: 203 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 12 Apr 1917 
Discharged: 17 Jun 1919 
Address:  455 E. Fulton St., Grand Rapids MI 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, 213th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 2 May 1896 (tombstone) Bridgewater, McCook SD (census, CA death index) (also 2 May 1897) 
Died: 23 Apr 1959 Berkeley, Alameda Co. CA    
Find A Grave record: 3607951 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Golden Gate National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: South Dakota Sgt 213 Aero Sq WWI 
 
 
Father:  Joseph James Samuel McKee, 4 Mar 1871 IA – 5 May 1958 Alameda Co. CA. Founded a 
manufacturing company in Oakland, Alameda CA which he turned over to his son, who made traffic 
signs. Buried in Chapel of Memories & Columbarium, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave:  120975571 
 
Mother: Ida May Terrill McKee, 18 Nov 1866 WI – 19 Feb 1946 Oakland, Alameda Co. CA. Daughter 
of Ephraim Wetherbee Terrill & Harriet Maria Chichester. Buried in Chapel of Memories & 
Columbarium, Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Find A Grave: 120975527   
Parents’ marriage:  1893 
 
Spouse: Clara Elizabeth Collinsworth McKee Acher, 7 Jan 1899 Otho, Webster IA – 24 Apr 1971 Fort 
Dodge, Webster IA. SSN 386-10-7490. Daughter of John E. Collinsworth & Sarah E. Hanley. 
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Following her 1926 divorce from Joseph McKee, Clara lived in Grand Rapids, Kent MI in the 1920 
census in the Stuyvesant Apartments at 407 Cherry Street. She listed herself as age 30, single, 
parents b. IL, stenographer in a law office. 
She married 15 Sep 1945 in Grand Rapids, Kent MI to physician Albert Edward Acher (1878-1964, F: 
25776749). She was a secretary. Both had been married once previously.  
Buried with surname Acher in Oakland Cemetery, Fort Dodge, Webster IA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  25776773 
Marriage:  8 Jul 1919 Fort Dodge, Webster IA. Divorced in Kent Co. MI with petition filed 22 Jan 1926 
& divorce granted 27 Apr 1926. Uncontested divorce. Plaintiff Clara charged cruelty & non-support. 
 
Spouse: E. Jeanne Mallieaux Petite McKee, b. France ca. 1900. Daughter of Francis Mallieuax 
(France) & Mary Sullivan (PA).  Is she the Mrs. Jane Petite listed in the 1926 Alameda County CA 
voter registration, a nurse, residing at 528 – 28th St., Republican.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 23 Oct 1926 Alameda Co. CA. She was age 26, Joseph was age 30. Both were divorced; 
this was the 2nd marriage for both. An Ancestry.com family tree suggests she married Mr. Petite ca. 
1918.  
 
Spouse:  Anna Clare Reilly McKee, 27 Nov 1904 PA – 26 Sep 1981. Daughter of Mathew Reilly & 
Mary Malloy.  Buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  3606517 
Marriage: 6 Apr 1929 Santa Ana, Orange CA. Joseph was age 32, divorced, b. SD. Anna was age 27, 
single, b. PA. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Joseph was the 2nd child of 4 & the only son 

• Mildred Marguerite McKee Henderson, 23 Sep 1894 Bridgewater, McCook SD – 1 Dec 1970 
Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. SSN 393-40-3597. Married 8 Jun 1915 in Webster Co. IA to Harry 
Earl Henderson (1889-1956, F: 11264125). Buried in Ellenwood Cemetery, Oshkosh, 
Winnebago WI. F: 11264115  

• Harriet Gertrude McKee Hazeltine, 26 Nov 1897 Bridgewater, McCook SD – 24 Jan 1999 
Ingham, Kerr TX. Wife of Irving Hazeltine (1895-1986, F: 232712625). Social Security records 
last residence in Twain Harte, Tuolumne CA. Burial location of Harriet & Irving unknown. F: 
232712788 

• Helen (V. in 1900 census, I. in 1910 & 1920) McKee, Oct 1899 SD (1900 census which is 
accurate for her siblings). Listed in the 1900, 1910 & 1920 censuses. Cannot trace. Is not 
mentioned as a survivor in her mother’s Feb 1946 or father’s May 1958 obituaries or her 
brother Joseph’s Apr 1959 obituary.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Des Moines (IA) Register” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those not listed as a survivor: Corporal 
Joseph L. McKee, Indiana Harbor IN, 213th Aero Squadron. 
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Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Bridgewater, McCook SD – conducted 2 Jun 1900 
Joseph J.L. McKee, 29 IA, Mar 1871, parents b. PA, married 7 years, grain buyer 
Ida M., 33 WI, Nov 1866, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Mildred U., 5 SD, Sep 1894 
Joseph L., 4 SD, May 1896 
Hariot L., 2 SD, Nov 1897 
Helen V., 7 months SD, Oct 1899 
 
1910 Frankfort, Spink SD – Madison Ave. 
Joseph J.S. McKee, 39 IA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, merchant, retail hardware 
Ida M., 43 WI, father b. VT, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Mildred M., 15 SD 
Joseph L., 13 SD 
Harriett G., 12 SD 
Helen I., 10 SD 
 
1920 Hammond, Lake IN – 15 Waltham St. – the entry for his parents & sister Helen are on one 
page, Joseph & wife Clara are separated from them by the Adrian Tinkham family & appear on the 
next page 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR6H-PZW?i=5&cc=1488411 (Joseph & Clara) 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR6H-PHK?i=4&cc=1488411 (parents) 
Jos. L. McKee, 23 SD, father b. IA, mother b. WI, foreman, iron products [son] 
Clara E. McKee, 20 IA, father b. IL, mother b. IN, stenographer, valve company [daughter-in-law] 
On previous page: 
Jos. J.S. McKee, 49 IA, parents b. PA, superintendent, iron products company 
Ida, 53 WI, father b. VT, mother b. NY 
Helen I., 20 SD, father b. IA, mother b. WI, clerk, retail store 
 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 1547 W. 65th Place 
Joseph L. McKee, 32 SD, parents b. US, salesman, signs manufacturing company, WWI veteran 
Anna, 26 PA, parents b. Irish Free State 
 
1940 Oakland, Alameda CA – 5177 Grove St. – same place in 1935 
Joseph L. McKee, 43 SD, store salesman, metal sign manufacturing 
Anna C., 35 PA 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR6H-PZW?i=5&cc=1488411
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR6H-PHK?i=4&cc=1488411

