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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Lord, Elmer Leamon 
1894 CA – 1985 CA 
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Elmer Leamon Lord – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9215842/person/-
338089288/media/bcddd67a-7ba5-42b0-bf16-
f4cfc5c76943?_phsrc=hFB28026&_phstart=successSource 
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Elmer Leamon Lord – left: “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” 8 Feb 1918 p 6 – right: “Fresno (CA) 

Morning Republican” 17 Mar 1918 p 18 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 8 Jun 1919 p 25 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 17 Mar 1918 p 18 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Wednesday 17 Jun 1931 p 2 
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Elmer Leamon Lord is 2nd from right – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Monday 29 Nov 1937 p 10 
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Elmer names his son Melvin as his company’s secretary-treasurer, his son Donald as vice 

president & his son-in-law Michael James Ryan Jr. as a director – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Sunday 15 Apr 
1956 p 87 
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Obituary of Elmer Leamon Lord – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 1 Aug 1985 p 68 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Sunday 9 Nov 2014 p A20 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L4KQ-
8?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TK7-P6ZM  
 

 

 
“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Joseph Lord – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 7 Sep 1939 p 22 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Clara Latchaw Lord – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Thursday 10 Nov 1960 p 18 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Marriage – “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Saturday 7 Jun 1919 p 15 
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Wedding – “Reedley (CA) Exponent” Thursday 12 Jun 1919 p 1 
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50th wedding anniversary – “Fresno (CA) Bee Tuesday 10 Jun 1969 p 22 
 

 
Sena Jensen Lord died at age 101 – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Monday 10 Apr 1995 p 44 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Iva Corean Lord – Find A Grave 77018052  
 

 
Marriage license for Alfred L. Holm & Iva Corean Lord – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 5 Jul 1925 p 
62 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 27 Jan 1928 p 4 
 
Children: 
 

     
Left: Son Melvin Elmer Lord, Find A Grave 34087585 – right: son Donald Erwin Lord, Find A Grave 
78070539 
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Left: Son Levern E. Lord, killed in WWII – from Find A Grave 43050417 – right: daughter Jodell Lord 
Ryan – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Wednesday 28 Dec 2005 p B1 
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https://prabook.com/web/jodell.ryan/779755 
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daughter Bette Jodell Lord – “Fresno (CA) Bee” Friday 22 Dec 1950 p 9 
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Wedding rehearsal dinner for Bette Jodell Lord & Michael James Ryan Jr. – “Fresno (CA) Bee” 
Tuesday 26 Dec 1950 p 6 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Sunday 31 Dec 1950 p 8, continued on p 11 
 
 
Name: Elmer Leamon Lord 
Name variations:  
Military: 
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On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - corporal 
Serial number:  250,012 
Entered service from:  Fresno, Fresno CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Elmer L. Lord 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Joseph Lord, 2430 Kern St., Fresno CA 
Returned from war on:  "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Elmer L. Lord 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Joseph Lord, 2430 Kern St., Fresno CA (sgt, 158th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Elmer L. Lord - b. 8 Apr 1894 Hornitos CA; 2430 Kern, res: 
Fresno CA. Single. Cattle-man & merchant for self at 1932 Tulare St. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 3120 Huntington Blvd., Fresno CA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Elmer Leamon Lord - b. 8 Apr 1894 Hornitos CA; res: 3120 
Huntington Blvd., Fresno CA. NOK Mrs. Sena Lord, same address. Employed at Fisher-Glassford, 
Fulton & Merced, Fresno, Fresno CA. Height: 5’7” – weight: 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 24 Nov 1917 
Discharged 11 Apr 1919 
Address:  3120 Huntington Blvd., Fresno CA 
Rank/unit:  sergeant 1st class, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Apr 1894, Quartzburg, Mariposa Co. CA (WWI & WWII drafts: Hornitos, Mariposa CA)  
Died: 30 Jul 1985 Fresno, Fresno CA    
Find A Grave record: 77246020 – presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location:  Fresno, Fresno CA 
Cemetery:  Belmont Memorial Park 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Joseph Lord, 31 Jul 1864 Quartzburg, Mariposa CA – 6 Sep 1939 Fresno, Fresno CA. Son of 
Samuel Lord & Ann Johnson Marshall. Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, Fresno CA. 
Find A Grave:  127648843 
 
Mother: Clara Latchaw Lord, 8 Jan 1870 Hornitos, Mariposa CA – 10 Nov 1960 Fresno, Fresno CA. 
Daughter of George Washington Latchaw & Elizabeth Rogers.  Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, 
Fresno, Fresno CA.   
Find A Grave: 77246039   
Parents’ marriage:  1 Sep 1891 Merced, Merced Co. CA 
 
Spouse: Sena Johanne Jensen Lord, 8 Mar 1894 Easton, Fresno CA – 9 Apr 1995 Fresno Co. CA. 
Daughter of Andrew Hans Jensen & Christine Maria Christina Sorensen.  Died at age 101. Buried in 
Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, Fresno CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  77246008 
Marriage: 8 Jun 1919 Reedley, Fresno CA 
 
Children: 
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• Melvin Elmer Lord, 28 Mar 1922 Fresno, Fresno CA – 19 Feb 209 Fresno, Fresno CA. Was an 
inheritance tax collector for Fresno Co. CA for 22 years. Served in the Army in WWII. 
Husband of Donna. Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, Fresno CA. F: 34087585 

• Donald Erwin Lord, 2 Oct 1923 Fresno Co. CA – 8 Oct 2011 Fresno, Fresno CA. Served in 
WWII with the 3rd Maine Division. Retired letter carrier. At the time of his death, was survived 
by his wife Nancy of 57 years & 2 daughters. Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, 
Fresno CA. F: 78070539 

• Levern E. Lord, 27 Jul 1925 CA – 12 Feb 1945 Philippines. Graduate of Fresno High Scvhool. 
Entered the Army on 20 Nov 1943. Sent to New Guinea, then Leyte. Killed in action in Luzon, 
Philippines. A member of the 11th Airborne Division, 188th Glider Infantry Regiment. At the 
time of his death, his brother Cpl. Melvin Lord was in Leyte (but the two did not  meet) & 
brother private 1st class Donald Lord of the US Marine Corps was also in service. Buried in 
Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. F: 43050417 

• Bette Jodell Lord Ryan, 13 Oct 1932 Fresno Co. CA - . Known as Jodell or Jodee. An artist. 
Married to Michael James Ryan Jr. on 27 Dec 1950 in Fresno Co. CA. Michael James 
(“Mike”) Ryan Jr. was born 11 Jan 1930 Fresno, Fresno CA, died 15 Jul 2019 Fresno, Fresno 
CA, son of Michael James (“Jimmy”) Ryan Sr. & Rosamond Alice (“Picky”) Ryan. Star 
football player at St. Ignatius High School, Fresno City College & in the Navy during the 
Korean War. On his Find A Grave record 201249604, he said he never set foot on a ship 
while in the Navy because of his value to the San Diego CA Navy base football team. He 
turned down an offer to play professional football for the San Francisco 49ers. He & Jodell 
had been married 68 years at the time of his death.  

 
Siblings:  

• Della May Lord, 25 Jul 1892 Quartzburg, Mariposa CA – 19 Apr 1908 Quartzburg, Mariposa 
CA. Died at age 15 years, 8 months, 8 days. Had attended a baseball game at Hornitos CA 
the night before she died & said she had a slight headache. She was found dead on her bed 
the next morning, fully clothed. Cause of death was ruled a burst blood vessel in her heart 
while sleeping. Buried in Quartzburg Cemetery, Hornitos, Mariposa CA.  F: 39061882 

• Iva Corean Lord Holm, reverted to Lord, 24 Jan 1904 Hornitos, Mariposa CA – 25 Feb 1980 
Fresno Co. CA. SSN 566-66-1786. Married 4 Jul 1925 in Alameda Co. to Alfred Levern Holm 
(1900-1983). Alfred sued for divorce in Alameda Co. CA in Sep 1928, charging cruelty, 
saying Iva had told him soon after their marriage she did not love him, would not wear her 
wedding ring outside the house – and when he came home on 21 Jan 1928 found she had 
stripped the house bare & moved to Fresno CA. Buried in Belmont Memorial Park, Fresno, 
Fresno CA. F: 77018052  

 
Notes:  
 
He was born in Mariposa Co. CA as were his parents. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Wednesday 10 Jul 1985 p 10 – Sena & Elmer Lord, both 91, celebrated their 66th 
wedding anniversary.  
 
Obituary: 
 
From Find A Grave 77246020. Educated in the public schools of Mariposa Co. CA & at Heald’s 
Business College. Joined the firm of Fisher-Glassford in 1911 as stenographer & bookkeeper; 
employed there until 1914 when he went to work for the Fresno National Bank, where he stayed 
until Dec 1915. 
 
Then Elmer Lord, Frank Smith & A.M. Bopp purchased the business of Fisher-Glassford & Elmer 
became secretary-treasurer. In 1927, he purchased Smith’s interest & became president. The 
original Fisher-Glassford business was founded in 1903 & was one of the oldest & largest hardware 
& crockery houses in Fresno.  
  
Social Security number: 547-07-4959 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hornitos, Mariposa CA 
Joseph Lord, 35 (?) Ca, Jul 1865, parents b. England, married 9 years, miner 
Clara, 29 CA, Jan 1871, father b. PA, mother b. OH, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Della M., 7 CA, Jul 1892 
Elmer L., 6 CA, Apr 1894 
 
1910 Fresno, Fresno CA – 325 M--- [Main?] St. 
Elmer Lord, 16 CA, parents b. CA, occupation: none, nephew 
Living with John B. Wilson, 64 AR, retired, own income 
 
1920 Fresno, Frenso CA – 3120 Huntington Ave. 
Elmer L. Lord, 25 CA, parents b. CA, bookkeeper, hardware store 
Sena J., 25 CA, parents b. Denmark 
 
1930 Fresno, Fresno CA – conducted 10 Apr 1930 
Elmer L. Lord, 35 CA, parents b. CA, age 25 at 1st marriage, merchant, hardware retail 
Sena J., 36 CA, parents b. Denmark, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Melvin E., 8 CA 
Donald E, 6 CA 
Levern E., 4 years 8 months CA 
& maid Elsie Adolph, 18 CA, parents b. Germany, maid in private home 
 
1940 Fresno, Fresno CA – 2425 Van Ness Blvd. – same place in 1935 
Elmer L. Lord, 46 CA, office manager, retail hardware 
Sena, 46 CA 
Melvin, 18 CA, helper, ware house 
Donald, 16 CA 
LeVern, 8 CA 
Jodell, 7 CA 
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