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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lancaster, William Lee 
1888 TN – 1969 TX 
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Obituary of William Lee Lancaster, pedestrian killed by a car – “Austin (TX) American” 

Tuesday 22 Apr 1969 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/386384858/?terms=%22william%20lancaster%22&

match=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/386384858/?terms=%22william%20lancaster%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/386384858/?terms=%22william%20lancaster%22&match=1
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2Q9R-
F?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7B3J-2J6Z  

 

 
TX, WWI service record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

HNQQ?i=1424&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
XKV9 
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Wife: 
 

 
Obituary of wife Addie E. Bare Jones Lancaster – “Kansas City (MO) Times” 29 Jul 1975 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/676716309/?article=c9beb160-ff63-4b0a-b91e-
f634e9ce1a81&focus=0.34579736,0.066340536,0.5001616,0.15399864&xid=3355  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/676716309/?article=c9beb160-ff63-4b0a-b91e-f634e9ce1a81&focus=0.34579736,0.066340536,0.5001616,0.15399864&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/676716309/?article=c9beb160-ff63-4b0a-b91e-f634e9ce1a81&focus=0.34579736,0.066340536,0.5001616,0.15399864&xid=3355
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/e38fd5859e775317882
a003b7dc031db?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=923054343 

  
Siblings: 
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TN death certificate of sister Minnie Jane Lancaster Mohundro – 8 Nov 1872 TN – 27 Jan 1955 TN - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2376/images/40059_b086808-
16581?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=16438350 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2376/images/40059_b086808-16581?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=16438350
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2376/images/40059_b086808-16581?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=16438350
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TX death certificate of sister Martha H. Lancaster Allgood – 17 May 1884 TN – 26 May 1954 Houston, 

Harris TX - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-
00310?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83517704  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-00310?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83517704
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-00310?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=83517704
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AZ death certificate of brother Roy Kane Lancaster, b. 11 May 1888 – d. 28 Jun 1967 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/1967_de0029101485-
06697?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60299265  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/1967_de0029101485-06697?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60299265
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8704/images/1967_de0029101485-06697?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=60299265
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Obituary of brother Roy Kane Lancaster – “Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Thursday 29 Jun 1967 p 

43 
 

Name: William Lee Lancaster 
Name variations: William E. Lancaster (on hospital sick list) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,560 
Entered service from:  Kossuth, Alcorn MS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William L. Lancaster 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father John Lancaster, Kosuth (sic/Kossuth) MS 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William L. Lancaster 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father John Lancaster, Rison AR (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Lee Lancaster - b. 18 Oct 1889 Pocahontas TN; 
res: Haslam, Shelby TX. Single. Saw mill labor, W.R. Pickering Lbr. Co., Haslam TX. Tall in height, 
medium build. Card signed W.L. Lancaster.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Lee Lancaster - b. 18 Oct 1888 Pocahontas TN; 
res: 9415 Ave. "L," Houston, Harris TX. NOK Addie Lancaster, same address. Employed at Lone Star 
Cement Corp., Manchester, Houston, Harris TX. Card signed W.L. Lancaster. “scar on right side of 
nose – scar on left shoulder” – Height: 6’1” – 186 lbs.    
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Nacogdoches TX 
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Rank/unit:  private, 42nd Co., Demob Grp 
 
TX WWI military record 
William L. Lancaster, serial 250560. Resident of Haslam, Shelby TX. Born Pocahontas TN. Inducted 
at Center TX on 19 Sep 1917 at age 28 years 11 months. Served in Co. A, Infantry to --- ; Co. 17, 20th 
Engineers to discharge. Rank: private.  Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. Discharged 11 Jun 
1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Oct 1888 Pocahontas (in Hardeman & McNairy counties)TN (WWI draft: 1889)  
Died: 19 Apr 1969 New Braunfels, Comal TX (pedestrian hit by truck & killed on Old US Highway 81)  
Find A Grave record:  898925 – presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location:  San Antonio, Bexar TX 
Cemetery:  Fort Sam Houston National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Pvt 17 Co 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father:  John Francis Marion Lancaster, Sep 1846 TN (1900 census) or MS? -  Son of Lias & Mary 
Lancaster, residents of Hardeman Co. TN in 1870.  There are several men of a similar name who 
could have fought in the Civil War, some for the Union, some for the Confederacy.  
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Martha S. (Mattie) Rutherford (also found as Ruthford & Leatherford), Aug 1843 AL (1900 
census) -  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  14 Jun 1871 McNairy Co. TN (he listed as J.F.M. Lancaster) 
 
Spouse:  Addie E. Bare Jones Rhymes Lancaster, 2 Mar 1897 TX – 28 Jul 1975 Independence, 
Jackson MO. SSN 454-14-2543. Daughter of Robert Henry Bare & Elizabeth Robinson (later Mrs. 
Leonard Alber Firth).  
Addie married Harold Lyle Jones (1887 IA – 1955 TX, F: 63855772) on 5 Aug 1915 in Jefferson Co. TX. 
Addie & Harold had 2 children, William Wallace & Robert Elizabeth Jones. Following their divorce, 
Harold married a woman whose 1st name was Jewel.  
Had surname Rhymes when she married William in 1938. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 22 Jan 1938 in Fort Bend Co. TX. She was Addie Rhymes.  
 
Children: 
 
Stepchildren: by his wife Addie’s marriage to Harold Lyle Jones 

• William Wallace Jones, 3 Aug 1916 – 28 May 1995. Husband of Grace Marie (1921-2013). 
Master sergeant in US Air Force in WWII & Korean War. Buried in Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 854237 

• Roberta Elizabeth Jones Lessner Barbour Agnew Friedricks Agnew Lessner, 19 Aug 1921 
Galveston, Galveston TX – 19 Mar 1995. SSN 462-36-1494As Mrs. Roberta Barbour, a 
resident of Independence MO in Jul 1975 when her mother died. Social Security notes 
change to surname Lessner in Oct 1943 – to Barbour on 29 Aug 1984 – to Agnew on 16 Dec 
1986 – then to Friedricks – then back to Jones – then Oct 2006 to Agnew. -  One husband 
was Delbert Leroy Barbour. – She died as Lessner (married to C.R. Lessner at one point).  
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Siblings:  

• Minnie Jane Lancaster Mohundro, 8 Oct 1872 McNairy Co. or Pocahontas, Hardeman TN – 
27 Jan 1955 McNairy Co. TN. Death place incorrect on Find A Grave, according to TX death 
certificate. Wife of Peter Jasper Mohundro (1862-1927) whom she married in 1894. Buried 
in Mathis Cemetery, McNairy Co. TN. F: 27018964 

• Nancy Lancaster, ca. 1874 TN (listed in 1880 census) 
• B.V. Lancaster, ca. 1876 TN. Male. Listed in 1880 census. 
• Joseph J. Lancaster, May 1879 MS. Listed in 1900 census with family.  
• Martha Hazeltine Lancaster Allgood, 17 May 1884 Pocahontas, Hardeman TN – 26 May 

1954 Houston, Harris TX. Wife of John William Allgood (1872-1941) whom she married on 22 
May 1902 in Jefferson Co. AR. Buried in Copeland Chapel Cemetery, Conroe, Montgomery 
TX. F: 153072576 

• Roy Kane (“Jake”) Lancaster, 11 May 1888 TN – 28 Jun 1967 Tucson, Pima AZ. Husband of 
Stella Mae Burton (1892-1964) whom he married 15 Nov 1913 in Whitney, Hill TX. Dead on 
arrival at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Buried in South Lawn Memorial Cemetery, Tucson, Pima AZ. 
F: 198577383 

• Rudolph Lancaster, 17 Oct 1893 Pocahontas, Hardeman TN -   On his WWI (1917) draft 
card, he gave a birthdate of 17 Oct 1894. Served in WWI, returning from Europe in Jun 1919. 
On his WWII (1942) card, Rudolph was living in Brinkley, Monroe AR; his NOK was his sister, 
Mrs. Martha Allgood.  

 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/87770346/person/362293085047/facts?_phsrc=hFB24424&_phstart=successSo
urce 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Houston (TX) Post” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – among those Tuscania survivors who are sick or injured in 
hospitals in Ireland: William E. Lancaster. 
 
“Tennessean” (Nashville TN) 25 Feb 1918 p 1 – there are 63 Tuscania survivors in hospitals in 
Ireland. In Londonderry, Ireland: William L. Lancaster of Kossuth MS. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Austin (TX) American" 22 Apr 1969 p2 - Charges of negligent homicide were filed against 21-year-
old Gilbert Gomez of New Braunfels TX, whose truck struck & killed 79-year-old pedestrian William 
Lancaster on Old US Hwy 81 near the trailer park where Lancaster lived. Lancaster had moved to 
New Braunfels from Houston recently. Survived by wife Addie, stepdaughter, stepson William W. 
James (New Braunfels). Funeral 23 Apr 1969 with burial Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetery.   
  



12 
 

 

Social Security number: 460-03-7959 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 District 19, Hardeman Co. TN 
John LANKSTER, 35 MS, parents b. TN, farm laborer 
Martha, 32 MS, parents b. MS, house keeping 
M.J., 8 TN [daughter] [Minnie] 
Nancy, 6 TN [daughter] 
B.V., 4 TN [son] 
J.J., 1 MS [son] [Joseph J.] 
 
1900 Madison, Grant AR 
John Lancaster, 53 TN, Sep 1846, parents b. TN, married 30 years, farmer 
Martha, 56 AL, Aug 1843, parents b. AL, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
Joseph, 21 MS, May 1879, day laborer 
Martha, 16 TN, May 1884 
Roy, 12 TN, May 1888, farm laborer 
Willie, 8 TN, Oct 1891 [he was born Oct 1888] 
Rudolph, 5 TN, Oct 1894 
 
1910 Madison, Grant AR – parents & some of his siblings 
Jas. Or Jno. F.M. Lancaster, 69 TN, parents b. TN, farmer 
Martha, 60 AL, parents b. AL 
Roy, 21 TN, laborer, farm 
Rudolph 15 TN, laborer, farm 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Wichita TX – Lake Wichita 
Roy K. Lancaster, 32 TN, father b. MS, mother b. AL, laborer 
Stella M., 27 TX, father b. SC, mother b. KY [wife] 
Bernie B., 5 TX [son] 
Pearl E., 3 TX [daughter] 
Billie A., 1 TX [son] 
William, 29 TN, single, father b. MS, mother b. AL, laborer, street car 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – 9415 Avenue “L” – all residents of same place in 1935 
William L. Lancaster, 51 TN, millwright, cement factory 
Addie E., 43 TX 
& roomer Fred Benten, 40 IN, foreman, petroleum refinery 
 


