DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Loftis, John (“Jack”)
1878 WI -1946 WI
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Company C Vets Renew Acquaintances







=Duily Journal Photor

Good-humored banter wias  ex-
Cchanged as 78 World war velerans
of old Company C assembled at
the Grand View hotel, Chain o'
Lakes, Sunday for thelr second re-
union since the war. Arrange-
ments for the reunion were made
by the group in the upper photo,
who are, left to right: Ray Pink-
erton, Lee Yorkson, Carl Olson,
Dr. C. W, Andrews, Harvey Peter-
son, A, P, Drivas, Walter Nelson
and R. B, Lewis. All are from
Waupnca except Lewis, who s
Portage county veterans service
officer. The No. | and “pee-wee”
squads of Company € were as-
sembled for the middle picture. The
pee-wees, in the front row, left to
right, are: Willlam Herrick, Char-
les Burger, John Faulks, Clyde La-
Bar and Norman Larson. The No,
1 squad members, left to l:l'f.lt.
are: Edward Fryk, John in,
Harvey Mork, Classy Johnson and
Rex Dean. At left, Loftis, oldest
member of the company, greels
Lewis, the youngest. Another old-
er member was Dr. P, €. Ware,
center, Loftis was 43 when he en-
!;;M and Lewls was “officlally”

John Loftis is in the bottom photo (which actually appeared to the right, not the left, of the
caption box) shaking hands with Reuben B. Lewis, the youngest member of Co. C, with Dr.
P.C. Ware in the center. John was age 43 and Lewis age 17 when they enlisted. Since John
Loftis was 6 feet tall, it seems he is the tall man to the right in the photo; he also appears
older than the man on the left. “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 20 May 1940 p 3
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.| paca, officiating. Interment with
military honors was in the Home
cemetery. Mr. Loftis died sud-
denly Sunday afternoon in the
hospital, where he had been a
'/patient since Jan. 28, 1946.
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pany left for overseas in 1918, he
wasg the oldest member, having
enlisted from this Home where
|he was employed. On Dec. 18,
11931, he returned to the Home.

Surviving are one sister, Mrs.
Patricia Gray, Amherst; and three

o
—

|Pat, of Straples, Minn.; and sev-!]
|eral nieces and nephews. |

Obituary of John Loftis — “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 15 May 1946 p 15

Story of Survivors

At this time it I8 interesting to
read the graphie accounts of two of
the Portage county survivors of “he
Tuscania. Clarence F, Kroege: and
John Toftis.  Both were members of
| the 107th Supply Train of the 32uq dis
[ vision and bhoth returned home safely
| nfter the war. %5
[After Krueger’s account, John Loftis’s story is on page 6]







the Tuscania hesides the erew,

p™ mﬂ‘o. ] Q"

“AL first we didn't know whether we
had stroek a mine o had been torped-
sh terrible when the

and we of g the dark for eight

minutes, when emergency lights were
trned on. here was nol a oreat
deal of con n, Imt almost every-
one wos eveited. Some of the fel-
lows jumped, bhut most of ns stayed

the extent that

side of the ship T was on were all
smashed in the erash,

“At G:45 the torpedo hoat Grasshon-
rer mm; ::amnn' a'l\ont ana,
At abont S osauito. another
torpedo boat, arsived and earried away |
the remaining 580, All of the fellows

ol who wers not ' hy these two

torpesda hoats either jumped or got |
into 1ife hoats  There were 2268 on

-



I arrived at Beauncrannon, county
Clare, Trelawd, at 4 p. m. Felivnary 6,
Wy staved there two davs and then
were trunsferred to Belfast.  After
rema’ning at this camn for two days
we left for Queenstown, Ireland, and
then to Hollshead, Wales, acros the
Irish channel It was a three honrs'
*idhe on o mail hoat. From Hollyhead
we went to Winchester, England, by
train.  We staved there until March
19, when we jonrneyed to Southhamp-
ton, England. At Sonthampton we
bonrded a <hip and arrived at Havre,
France, on March 20,

“Tn another month we were on the
Alsace sector,  Abhont the middle of
July we left to take part in the fight.
fng at Chateau Thierry., Later we
maved up to Solssong and the Argonne
Forest,

“After the armisiice was signed 1
was in the army of ocenpation and had
the opportunity of erossing the Rhine,
I was stationed at Dierdorf, Germany,
for four months,”

-
“Tuscania Sunk Two Years Ago” — story claims casualties numbered around 100, when it
was 215 dead - “Stevens Point (WI) Journal Thursday 5 Feb 1920 p 1, continued page 6 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/250454457
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Mr. and Mrs. Ingbret Larson will
entertain members of the Contract
Bridge club at a 6:30 dinner Thurs-
day evening. Among those who at-
tended the banquet and program in
commemoration of the 13th anni-
versary of the Tuscania survivors
were Charles and John Jacobson.
Lyle Barnhart, John Loftls, H. M.
Edmunds and Dr. H. 1. Lewis.

L T | PN

“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10

Special honors were paid John
| Loftis and Reuben Lewis, oldest
'and  youngest of the company—
|Levuq being but 17 years of age at
'the time of his enlistment.

Co. C, 4" Wisconsin Infantry, held its 2" reunion on Sunday 19 May 1940 at Grand View,
Chain o’ Lakes. As the roll was called, each man - including John Loftis of the Wisconsin
Veterans’ Home - responded with a brief history of his life since leaving the Army. John was
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the oldest soldierin Co. C - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 22

2,.

MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD
Following the business mecting
a memorial service was held hon-
oring 20 deceased members. In the |
election of Dr. Andrews as the
first president honor was shown 1o
the man who headed the group
s Upon its enlistment as captain and
who later was transferred to the
air corps, and after resigning as
line officer, was commissioned in
the air corps as flight surgeon.
Special honors were paid to John
Loftis and Reuben Lewis, oldest
and yvoungest members of the com-
pany, Lewis being at the time of
(nlhtment but 17 years nl‘ age.
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 21 May 1940p 9
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" 10PTIS JOHN '
Corp Cas Det 151 D B N
317 Trent Ave Spokane Wash A 1 853 088
s 250 942 Disd T 235 003
ma 6/20/78 R
wa 7/15/17  pe 5/29/19 Ct 925 059
1 o

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L7QT-

1?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A71DG-QSZM

Mother:
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'ow RESIDENT OF LANARK

‘Mrs. Katherine Loftis Dies at Her Home
" in That Town Last Week—Was
71 Years of Age.

Mrs. Katherine Loftis, who had been
a resident of this county for the past
48 yvears, died at her home in the town
of Lanark last week Tuesday morning.
Oct. 19th, after an illness of one year
u;ith heart trouble and other complica-
tions,

Katherine Kirby was born in county
Mayo, Ireland, 71 years ago. She came
to America with her parents when 13!
rears of age, locating in Fort Wayne,

ndiana, where she was married to
Martin Loftis 53 years ago. They
moved to Stevens Point shortly after
and were among our first settlers.
They also lived in Stockton for a few
years end afterwards moved to Lan-
ark, which town has been the family|
home ever since. Mr. Loftis died Oct.
29, 1890. She is survived by eight
children, William, Thomas, John and
Jane of Lanark, Mike of Buena Vista, |
Matt. and Patrick of Morley, Minn., .
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and Mrs. Jake Remmel of Wa ¢
also one brother, Thomas Kirby oft
Buena Vista.

Mrs. Loftis had been a great sufferer
for the past year, bearing her sickness
with christian patience. She was a
woman devoted to home ties, ever true
to her family and friends. All deeply
sympathize with the bereaved family
in what is now a double sorrow, for
less than three months ago her young-
est son, Anthony, was drowned in the
Milwaokee river,

The funeral took place from St. Pat-
rick’g cbn;t;b. L:nalr.k c;n Thursda
morning a was rgely att 8
Rev. Jas. E. Meagher officiating, as-
sisted by the Lanark choir. The pall-
bearers were Ed. Cooney, Mike Riley,
Jobn Hopkins, Thos. Hanley, Thos.
Padden and August Penkoski.

Obituary of mother Catherine Kirby Loftis, who died 3 months after his brother Anthony drowned -
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 27 Oct 1909 p 8

Siblings:
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Captioned: The Michael Loftis family (children from three families) 1938 -

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b
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Helen & Mike Loftis with Evelyn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a

Area Resldent Dies

A former resident of the Towns
of Stockton and Lanark, Matt
Loftis, 88, of Pillager, Minn., died
A.;t:.ril 17 In a Brainerd, Minn., hos-
P

Services were held April 21 in
Pillager, Agnes Stroik, a niece, of
Ambherst, and Ray Gray of Mil
waukee were among those at-
tending.

Mr, Loftis was born In Stock-
ton, one of eight children of the
late Mr. and Mrs. Martin Loftis.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs.
Lena Liftis; two sons and a
daughter; and a brother, Pat Lof.
tis, Staples, Minn. -

The brother is now the last
surviving member of the family,

Left: Death of brother Martin (“Matt”) Loftis Jr. — “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 1 May 1958 p
8 — Right Martin (Matt) Loftis Jr. https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541

16

TR W WS Gy T g——————

Surviving are her hushand, three
children, Dr. W, H. Remmel of
Miss Genevieve Remmel, |
in the Beloit public|
and Bernard Remmel at|
all of whom were with her
the time of death, as was her
Jaw, Mrs. W. H. Rem-
is also survived by »
, Mrs. Pat Gray of Lanark;
brothers, John Loftis of Wis.
Veterans' Home, Mike
of Stevens Point, Pat Lof.

, Minnesota, and Matt
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rame was Mary Agnes Loftis, was
born in Lanark on June 25 1871, a
daughter of Martin and Katherine
Loftis. Her marriage to Mr. Rem-
mel took place on November 17,
1004, at St. Patrick's church at
Lanark. The couple, since their
marriage, had resided at the Vet.
erans' Home where Mr. Remmel
has been employed as plumber,

;
Es
1

i
i
3

i
!
e

Eg
1
5

|
:
a
?
E

i

FELEREENT
§s§z§1551
B
o

§

Obituary of sister Mary Agnes Loftis Remmel - “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 16 Sep 1938 p 12
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Lanark Yousg Maa Drowns.

The Milwavkee papers of Friday.
July 30th, contained accounts of the
drowning of Anthony Loftis, a St. Paul
railroad fireman, in the Milwaukee
river the afternoon before. He had
gone in bathing with a companion and
was seized with cramps, going to the
bottom before help could reach him.

Anthony was the youngest son of
Mrs. Katherine Loftis of Lanark and a
brother of several of the leading cit-
izens of that and Buena Vista town-
ships. He was born in Lanark 26
years ago, but since reaching his
majority he had been employed at rail-
road work. Only recently Anthony
passed an examination for engineer on
the St. Paul road.

Besides the widowed mother, there
are living six brothers and two sisters,
William, Michael, Thomas, John and
Miss Jane Loftis, of Portage county:
Matt of South Dakota, Patrick of
Moley, Minn., and Mrs. J. Reynolds of
Wisconsin Veterans' Home.

The remains were brought to his boy-
hood home and funeral services con-
ducted at St. Patrick's church on Mon-
day morning of last week, Rev. J. &
Meagher officiating. Interment was in
the parish cemetery. A delegation of
nine members of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen acted as an escort.
Many old friends were present to
a last tribute of respect to one of the
best and troest young men they ever
knew. On account of r train con-
n«:tiom'm.d them istance he had
to travel, Matt reached |
too late for the burial. e

Left: The drowning death of his br_otil';e_r Anthony Loftis — “Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday
27 Oct 1909 p 8 — Right: brother Patrick Loftis - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2

18

Death of Former Normal Siudent.

Miss Catherine, daughter of Mrs.
Catherine Loltis, died at the family
home in the town of Lanark at 12:10
o'clock Sunday morning. Miss Loftis
was born Sept. 16, 1884, and there-
fore was in the 19th year of her age.
She attended the home district school
until November, 1901, when she en-
tered the Stevens Point Normal. Last
fall she secured a school but before
she had entered upon the work for
which she had fitted hersell she was
taken sick, her disease terminating in
tuberculosis. Miss Loftis was a bright
young lady and during her attendance
at the Norwal gave every promise of
developing into a successful teacher.
Her death is s great Llow to the
widowed mother.—

The funeral will take place from St.
Patrick's Catholic church in Lanark
tomorrow forenoon at 10 o'clock:

Death of his sister Catherine Loftis a‘t‘age 19 of tuberculosis — “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday
5Jan 1903 p 1

Name: John Loftis

Name variations: Jack Loftis

Military:

On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - corporal

Serial number: 250,942

Entered service from: Waupaca, Waupaca WI

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John Loftis

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Jacob Remmel, Wisconsin Veterans Home, Waupaca WI
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: John Loftis

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Mary Remmel, Wisconsin Veteran Home, Waupaca
WI (cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply Train)

World War |l draft registration (1942): as John (none) Loftis - b. 20 Jun 1878 Portage Co. WI; res:
King, Waupaca WI. NOK Dr. W.H. Remmel, S. Main, Waupaca WI [his nephew]. Employed by
Colonel Brosius, Wisconsin Veterans’ Home, King, Waupaca WI. Height: 6’ — weight 188 lbs.
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Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted 15 Jul 1917

Discharged 29 May 191

Address: 317 Trent Ave., Spokane WA

Rank/unit: corporal, Cas Det, 161 Depot Brigade

Birth & death:

Born: 20 Jun 1878 Lanark, Portage WI (obit: 6 Jun 1878)

Died: 12 May 1946 King, Waupaca WI (Grand Army Home)

Find A Grave record: 61255087 — presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: King, Waupaca WiI

Cemetery: Wisconsin Veterans Memorial

Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Cpl 107 Sup Tn 32 Div

Father: Martin Loftis, 8 Jun 1830 Carron Duff, Kilglass, County Sligo, Ireland — 29 Oct 1890 Lanark,
Portage WI. Son of James/Jams Loftis & Biddy Mullany/Mullaney. Arrived in the US in 1856.
Naturalized 29 Jan 1874. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI.

Find A Grave: 91409378

Mother: Catherine (Katherine) Kirby Loftis, 6 Mar 1838 County Mayo, Ireland — 19 Oct 1909 Lanark,
Portage WI. Daughter of Michael Kirby & Mary Judge/Juday. Came to the US with her parents when
she was age 13 (on 5 Dec 1851), to Fort Wayne IN when she married Martin Loftis 53 years before
her death. She died 3 months after her son Anthony drowned. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic
Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI.

Find A Grave: 91409374

Parents’ marriage: ca. 1856 Fort Wayne, Allen IN.

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: John was born after Sarah.

e  William Loftis, 7 Mar 1859 Stevens Point, Portage WI -5 Jul 1936 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI.
Husband of Catherine Timlin (1858-1929). Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery,
Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409381

e Thomas Loftis, ca. 1864 WI. Alive in 1910 census for Lanark, Portage WI, single, farmer.

e Michael (“Mike”) Loftis, 18 Dec 1862 Stockton, Portage WI - 20 Feb 1948 Milwaukee,
Milwaukee WI. Husband of Mary A. Pufall (1874-1905). Husband of Helen Somers (1881-
1955). Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409380

e Martin (“Matt”/”Matthew”) Loftis Jr., 30 May 1869 Stevens Point, Portage WI - 18 Apr 1958
Brainerd, Crow Wing MN. Husband of Lena Liftis, with whom he had 3 children from 1913 to
1918. Husband of Helen Alvina Pietz with whom he had a son in 1937. Buried in Wildwood
Cemetery, Pillager, Cass MN. F: 133179746



20

e Mary Agnes Loftis Remmel, 25 Jun 1871 Lanark, Portage WI - 13 Sep 1938 King, Waupaca
WI. On 16 Nov 1904 in Portage Co. WI, Mary married Jacob B. Remmel (1875-1946, F:
91409468), the son of Peter Remmel & Katherine Schenk, who was the widower of Mary’s
younger sister, Sarah. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F:
91409469

e Jean Loftis Gray, 29 Jan 1873 Amherst, Portage WI - 12 Oct 1956 Stevens Point, Portage WI.
Wife of Patrick Gray (1880-1962). Buried in Saint Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark,
Portage WI. F: 91409249

e Sarah|. Loftis Remmel, 5 May 1877 Lanark, Portage WI - 19 Jun 1903 King, Waupaca WI.
Married 21 May 1901 in Portage Co. to Jacob B. Remmel (1875-1946, F: 91409468). Their
son William Harold Remmel was born 6 May 1902 in the Wisconsin Veterans Home,
Waupaca WI; he died 16 Aug 1997 in Waupaca, Waupaca WI. Following her death in 1903,
her widower Jacob married her older sister Mary on 16 Nov 1904. Sarah is buried in St.
Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409470

e Patrick Loftis, 7 Sep 1879 Amherst, Portage WI - 23 Dec 1963 Staples, Todd MN. Married 19
May 1903 in Motley, Morrison MN to Mary Etta Mannin (1889-1975). Buried in Evergreen Hill
Cemetery, Staples, Wadena MN. F: 119086699

e Anthony Loftis, 1 Sep 1883 Stockton, Portage WI - 29 Jul 1909 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.
Drowned while swimming in the Milwaukee River. Worked for the railroad. Buried in Saint
Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409372

e Catherine (“Katie”) Loftis, 16 Sep 1884 Lanark, Portage WI - 4 Jan 1903 Lanark, Portage WI.
Had attended Stevens Normal School & was a schoolteacher when she died at age 19 of
tuberculosis. Buried in Saint Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409377

Notes:
Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 27 Nov 1908 p 4 — John Loftis of Lanark Wl was initiated into the
Stevens Point Knights of Columbus (Catholic men’s organization].

“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 —among the Wisconsin survivors of Tuscania:
John Loftis, Waupaca WiI

Post-war:

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 25 Jun 1935 p 18 — funeral held at Hortonville WI for WWI
veteran Carl Daufen was attended by veterans from Waupaca, including John Loftis, who was 1 of
the color bearers.

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 22 - Co. C, 4" WI Infantry, gathered Sunday
for a reunion. Attending were 68 of the 178 men who enrolled in May 1917. This was their 2"
reunion.
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"Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune" 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion, Jack Loftis, age 63, lives at
Vets' Home at King Wl where he runs the recreational parlor

Obituary:

"Oshkosh Northwestern" 15 May 1946 p 15 - d. at age 67. WWI veteran. Died in Grand Army Home
(King WI) where he was admitted as a patient 28 Jan 1946. Born Lanark WI 6 Jun 1878. Enlisted from
the Grand Army Home (where he was an employee) as the oldest in the Waupaca company.
Returned to the Home 18 Dec 1931. Survived by a sister & 3 brothers.

Social Security number:
Censuses:

1880 Lanark, Portage WI

Martin Loftis, 50 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, farmer
Catherin, 43 WI, parents b. Ireland, housekeeper
William, 21 WI, labourer

Michael, 18 WI, labourer

Thomas, 16 WI, at school

Martin, 14 WI, at school

Mary, 10 WI, at school

Jane, 7 WI, at school

Sarah, 5WI

John, 3WI

Patrick, 9 months WI

1900 Lanark, Portage WI —difficult to read

Catharine, 66 (?) Ireland, Mar 1862 (?), widow, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1837 (?), in US for 37
years, farmer

Janie, 26 WI, Jan 1874 (?)

John, 21 WI, Jun 1878, farm laborer

Patrick, 19 WI, Sep 1880, farm laborer

Catherine, 15 WI, Sep 1894

1910 Lanark, Portage WI

John LOFTES, 32 WI, parents b. Ireland, farmer, general farm

Albert Perry, 23 WI, parents b. WI, hired man, married 2 years

Dana Perry, 22 WI, parents b. Germany, married 2 years [identified as daughter but apparently the
wife of Albert Perry]

1920 The Burn, Grays Harbor WA - Olympic Highway
John J. Loftis, 41 WI, parents b. Ireland, single, sawyer, shingle mill, boarder with:
JosephJ. & Amanda Southard & other boarders

1930 Precinct 18, Missoula Co. MT —is this him?
John LOFTES, 52 WI, parents b. Ireland, single, hired man, laborer, farm, WWI veteran
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1940 Farmington, Waupaca WI - Wisconsin Veterans’ Home
Jack Loftis, 62 Lanark WI, single, same place | 1935, listed as “member” and “inst.”



