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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
Loftis, John (“Jack”) 

1878 WI – 1946 WI 
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John Loftis is in the bottom photo (which actually appeared to the right, not the left, of the 
caption box) shaking hands with Reuben B. Lewis, the youngest member of Co. C, with Dr. 
P.C. Ware in the center. John was age 43 and Lewis age 17 when they enlisted.  Since John 
Loftis was 6 feet tall, it seems he is the tall man to the right in the photo; he also appears 

older than the man on the left. “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 20 May 1940 p 3 
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Obituary of John Loftis – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 15 May 1946 p 15 

 

 
[After Krueger’s account, John Loftis’s story is on page 6] 
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“Tuscania Sunk Two Years Ago” – story claims casualties numbered around 100, when it 
was 215 dead - “Stevens Point (WI) Journal Thursday 5 Feb 1920 p 1, continued page 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/250454457 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L94Q-
YXL4?i=1562&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV1Z-

84WZ  
 
 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10 

 

 
Co. C, 4th Wisconsin Infantry, held its 2nd reunion on Sunday 19 May 1940 at Grand View, 
Chain o’ Lakes.  As the roll was called, each man – including John Loftis of the Wisconsin 

Veterans’ Home – responded with a brief history of his life since leaving the Army. John was 
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the oldest soldier in Co. C – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 22

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 9 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L7QT-
1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A71DG-QSZM  

 
 
 

 
        Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Catherine Kirby Loftis, who died 3 months after his brother Anthony drowned – 
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 27 Oct 1909 p 8 
 
Siblings: 
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Captioned: The Michael Loftis family (children from three families) 1938 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/d4776e1e-f74a-42cf-8b63-4b4f46558a4b
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Helen & Mike Loftis with Evelyn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a 
 

     
Left: Death of brother Martin (“Matt”) Loftis Jr. – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 1 May 1958 p 
8 – Right Martin (Matt) Loftis Jr. https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983068184/media/72311b8a-2ce7-45e4-be26-999a74f6481a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/19983071526/media/26137881-2086-4368-8542-3d85e4d09541
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Obituary of sister Mary Agnes Loftis Remmel – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 16 Sep 1938 p 12 
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Left: The drowning death of his brother Anthony Loftis – “Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 
27 Oct 1909 p 8 – Right: brother Patrick Loftis - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2   
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20737238/person/985279347/media/c2ec2a5d-5028-4b93-8552-89f30938c8c2


18 
 

 

 
Death of his sister Catherine Loftis at age 19 of tuberculosis – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 
5 Jan 1903 p 1 
 
Name: John Loftis 
Name variations:  Jack Loftis 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. A - corporal 
Serial number:  250,942 
Entered service from:  Waupaca, Waupaca WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John Loftis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Mrs. Jacob Remmel, Wisconsin Veterans Home, Waupaca WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John Loftis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  sister Mrs. Mary Remmel, Wisconsin Veteran Home, Waupaca 
WI (cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply Train)  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John (none) Loftis - b. 20 Jun 1878 Portage Co. WI; res: 
King, Waupaca WI. NOK Dr. W.H. Remmel, S. Main, Waupaca WI [his nephew]. Employed by 
Colonel Brosius, Wisconsin Veterans’ Home, King, Waupaca WI. Height: 6’ – weight 188 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 191 
Address:  317 Trent Ave., Spokane WA 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Cas Det, 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Jun 1878 Lanark, Portage WI (obit: 6 Jun 1878)  
Died: 12 May 1946 King, Waupaca WI (Grand Army Home)  
Find A Grave record:  61255087 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  King, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery:  Wisconsin Veterans Memorial 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Cpl 107 Sup Tn 32 Div   
 
Father:  Martin Loftis, 8 Jun 1830 Carron Duff, Kilglass, County Sligo, Ireland – 29 Oct 1890 Lanark, 
Portage WI. Son of James/Jams Loftis & Biddy Mullany/Mullaney. Arrived in the US in 1856. 
Naturalized 29 Jan 1874. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. 
Find A Grave:  91409378 
 
Mother:  Catherine (Katherine) Kirby Loftis, 6 Mar 1838 County Mayo, Ireland – 19 Oct 1909 Lanark, 
Portage WI. Daughter of Michael Kirby & Mary Judge/Juday.  Came to the US with her parents when 
she was age 13 (on 5 Dec 1851), to Fort Wayne IN when she married Martin Loftis 53 years before 
her death.  She died 3 months after her son Anthony drowned. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. 
Find A Grave:  91409374 
Parents’ marriage:  ca. 1856 Fort Wayne, Allen IN.  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  John was born after Sarah. 

• William Loftis, 7 Mar 1859 Stevens Point, Portage WI – 5 Jul 1936 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. 
Husband of Catherine Timlin (1858-1929). Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, 
Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409381 

• Thomas Loftis, ca. 1864 WI. Alive in 1910 census for Lanark, Portage WI, single, farmer. 
• Michael (“Mike”) Loftis, 18 Dec 1862 Stockton, Portage WI – 20 Feb 1948 Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee WI. Husband of Mary A. Pufall (1874-1905). Husband of Helen Somers (1881-
1955). Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409380 

• Martin (“Matt”/”Matthew”) Loftis Jr., 30 May 1869 Stevens Point, Portage WI – 18 Apr 1958 
Brainerd, Crow Wing MN. Husband of Lena Liftis, with whom he had 3 children from 1913 to 
1918. Husband of Helen Alvina Pietz with whom he had a son in 1937. Buried in Wildwood 
Cemetery, Pillager, Cass MN. F: 133179746 
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• Mary Agnes Loftis Remmel, 25 Jun 1871 Lanark, Portage WI – 13 Sep 1938 King, Waupaca 
WI. On 16 Nov 1904 in Portage Co. WI, Mary married Jacob B. Remmel (1875-1946, F: 
91409468), the son of Peter Remmel & Katherine Schenk, who was the widower of Mary’s 
younger sister, Sarah. Buried in St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 
91409469 

• Jean Loftis Gray, 29 Jan 1873 Amherst, Portage WI – 12 Oct 1956 Stevens Point, Portage WI. 
Wife of Patrick Gray (1880-1962). Buried in Saint Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, 
Portage WI. F: 91409249 

• Sarah I. Loftis Remmel, 5 May 1877 Lanark, Portage WI – 19 Jun 1903 King, Waupaca WI. 
Married 21 May 1901 in Portage Co. to Jacob B. Remmel (1875-1946, F: 91409468). Their 
son William Harold Remmel was born 6 May 1902 in the Wisconsin Veterans Home, 
Waupaca WI; he died 16 Aug 1997 in Waupaca, Waupaca WI. Following her death in 1903, 
her widower Jacob married her older sister Mary on 16 Nov 1904. Sarah is buried in St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409470 

• Patrick Loftis, 7 Sep 1879 Amherst, Portage WI – 23 Dec 1963 Staples, Todd MN. Married 19 
May 1903 in Motley, Morrison MN to Mary Etta Mannin (1889-1975). Buried in Evergreen Hill 
Cemetery, Staples, Wadena MN. F: 119086699 

• Anthony Loftis, 1 Sep 1883 Stockton, Portage WI – 29 Jul 1909 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Drowned while swimming in the Milwaukee River. Worked for the railroad. Buried in Saint 
Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409372 

• Catherine (“Katie”) Loftis, 16 Sep 1884 Lanark, Portage WI – 4 Jan 1903 Lanark, Portage WI.  
Had attended Stevens Normal School & was a schoolteacher when she died at age 19 of 
tuberculosis. Buried in Saint Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery, Lanark, Portage WI. F: 91409377 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 27 Nov 1908 p 4 – John Loftis of Lanark WI was initiated into the 
Stevens Point Knights of Columbus (Catholic men’s organization].  
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the Wisconsin survivors of Tuscania: 
John Loftis, Waupaca WI 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 25 Jun 1935 p 18 – funeral held at Hortonville WI for WWI 
veteran Carl Daufen was attended by veterans from Waupaca, including John Loftis, who was 1 of 
the color bearers.  
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 22 – Co. C, 4th WI Infantry, gathered Sunday 
for a reunion. Attending were 68 of the 178 men who enrolled in May 1917. This was their 2nd 
reunion. 
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"Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune" 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion, Jack Loftis, age 63, lives at 
Vets' Home at King WI where he runs the recreational parlor  
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Oshkosh Northwestern" 15 May 1946 p 15 - d. at age 67. WWI veteran. Died in Grand Army Home 
(King WI) where he was admitted as a patient 28 Jan 1946. Born Lanark WI 6 Jun 1878. Enlisted from 
the Grand Army Home (where he was an employee) as the oldest in the Waupaca company. 
Returned to the Home 18 Dec 1931. Survived by a sister & 3 brothers.  
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Lanark, Portage WI 
Martin Loftis, 50 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, farmer 
Catherin, 43 WI, parents b. Ireland, housekeeper 
William, 21 WI, labourer 
Michael, 18 WI, labourer 
Thomas, 16 WI, at school 
Martin, 14 WI, at school 
Mary, 10 WI, at school 
Jane, 7 WI, at school 
Sarah, 5 WI 
John, 3 WI 
Patrick, 9 months WI 
 
1900 Lanark, Portage WI – difficult to read 
Catharine, 66 (?) Ireland, Mar 1862 (?), widow, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1837 (?), in US for 37 
years, farmer 
Janie, 26 WI, Jan 1874 (?) 
John, 21 WI, Jun 1878, farm laborer 
Patrick, 19 WI, Sep 1880, farm laborer 
Catherine, 15 WI, Sep 1894 
 
1910 Lanark, Portage WI 
John LOFTES, 32 WI, parents b. Ireland, farmer, general farm 
Albert Perry, 23 WI, parents b. WI, hired man, married 2 years 
Dana Perry, 22 WI, parents b. Germany, married 2 years [identified as daughter but apparently the 
wife of Albert Perry] 
 
1920 The Burn, Grays Harbor WA – Olympic Highway 
John J. Loftis, 41 WI, parents b. Ireland, single, sawyer, shingle mill, boarder with: 
Joseph J. & Amanda Southard & other boarders 
 
1930 Precinct 18, Missoula Co. MT – is this him? 
John LOFTES, 52 WI, parents b. Ireland, single, hired man, laborer, farm, WWI veteran 
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1940 Farmington, Waupaca WI – Wisconsin Veterans’ Home 
Jack Loftis, 62 Lanark WI, single, same place I 1935, listed as “member” and “inst.” 
 
 


