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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Lewis, Halbert Irwin 
1890 WI – 1940 WI 
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Obituary of Halbert Irwin Lewis – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 17 Feb 1940 p 2 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 17 Feb 1940 p 14 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L31Z-

W?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BK5-SR2M  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0356-
00153?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=568630 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L31Z-W?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BK5-SR2M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L31Z-W?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BK5-SR2M
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0356-00153?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=568630
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406273_0356-00153?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=568630
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Marriage of Halbert Irwin Lewis & Merle Evelyn Cartmill 25 Aug 1915 – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 

Wednesday 25 Aug 1915 p 1 
 

 
406 E. Lake St., Waupaca WI, built 1914 – on the National Register of Historic Places -  

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/406-E-Lake-St-Waupaca-WI-54981/105152949_zpid/  - 
Historical details at: https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI116903  

 
Parents: 

 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/406-E-Lake-St-Waupaca-WI-54981/105152949_zpid/
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI116903
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Obituary of mother Mary Ella Barker Lewis – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 13 Mar 

1935 p 4 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Saturday 8 Jul 1939 p 3 
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50th wedding anniversary of his parents - the couple had 5 sons, not four, and five different 

occupations are listed -  “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 24 Mar 1928 p 10 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 17 Jun 1914 p 2 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 10 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 6 Mar 1918 p 7 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 2 Oct 1918 p 2 

 
 

 
Name: Halbert Irwin Lewis 
Name variations:  Hal Lewis 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Stevens Point, Portage WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Halbert I. Lewis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. Merle Lewis, 1320 Clark St., Stevens Point WI 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herbert I. Lewis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Merle E. Lewis, 1320 Clark St., Stevens Point WI 
(captain, Field Hospital #128, 107th Supply Train, 32nd Div.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Halbert Irwin Lewis - b. 22 Mar 1890 Weyauwega WI; res: 
Washburn, Bayfield WI. Married, with wife & child. Doctor, dental surgery, employed by self, 
Washburn WI. Card signed H.I. Lewis. Tall & stout.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 406 Lake St., Waupaca WI (listed as Dr.)  
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 23 Jul 1917 
Discharged 17 Jun 1919 
Address:  406 Lake St., Waupaca WI 
Rank/unit:  captain, DC [Dental Corps] 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 May 1890 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI  
Died: 17 Feb 1940 Waupaca, Waupaca WI (at his home in Waupaca after returning from basketball 
game in Iola WI night before)   
Find A Grave record:  75605365 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Stevens Point, Portage WI 
Cemetery:  Forest 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Captain Dental Corps  
   
Father: Manning Emile Lewis, 16 Nov 1855 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI – 24 Nov 1929 Weyauwega, 
Waupaca WI. Son of Calvin B. Lewis & Sarah Manning. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Weyauwega, 
Waupaca WI.  
Find A Grave:  50162057 
 
Mother:  Mary Ella Barker Lewis, 21 Mar 1858 Canada – 13 Mar 1935 Sharon, Walworth WI.  
Daughter of Benjamin Howland Barker & Sarah A. Newspaper accounts report she died on 12 Mar 
1935. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Weyauwega, Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  21 Mar 1878 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI. His parents had grown up together on 
nearby farms. 
 
Spouse:  Merle Evelyn Cartmill Lewis, 22 Sep 1887 WI – 28 Oct 1968 Stevens Point, Portage WI. SSN 
389-20-6808. Daughter of Charles E. Cartmill & Martina (Tina) M. Graduate of Stevens Point (WI) 
High School in 1907 & of Normal School in 1910. Taught at Weyauwega Wi (where she met Halbert), 
West Allis WI & Cloquet MN. Buried in Forest Cemetery, Portage Co. WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 25 Aug 1915 Stevens Point, Portage WI 
 
Children: 

• Janet Rae Lewis Baxter, 12 Jul 1917 Stevens Point, Portage WI – 24 Aug 1960 Elkhorn, 
Walworth WI. Wife of Lawrence H. Baxter (1905-1966, F: 61566520). Buried in Hazel Ridge 
Cemetery, Elkhorn, Walworth WI. F: 61566519 

 
Siblings:  Halbert was the 5th of 6 surviving children & the 2nd to die (preceded by his sister). 
Apparently an additional sibling died by the 1900 census. 

• Sarah Ann Lewis Peterson, 22 Feb 1881 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI – 1915 Weyauwega, 
Waupaca WI. Married in 1901 to Theodore R. Peterson (1881 Denmark – 1958 WI, F: 
25428198) In 1916, her widower Theodore married Hulda Mary Zuehlke (1885-1962). Sarah 
is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Weyauwega, Waupaca WI. F: 50162095 

• Benjamin C. Lewis, 5 Jan 1884 – 3 Feb 1884. Died at age 25 days. Buried in Evanswood 
Cemetery, Weyauwega, Waupaca WI. F: 50162961 
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• Sidney B. Lewis, 12 Apr 1886 Waupaca Co. WI (on a far SW of Weyauwega) – 11 May 1963 
Waupaca WI. After teaching school, he attended Lawrence College (Appleton IW) & began 
his ministry at the church in Milladore WI in 1915.He also became the minister at Junction 
City WI & then at Iola WI in 1921. After 6 years of the pastorate at Sharon WI & Clinton WI, 
he served for 14 years at Wautoma, Spring Lake & Raymond. Sidney surprised his 
congregation on Sunday, 3 Oct 1943, following a union communion service of the three 
churches, by marrying Mrs. Arthur Bennett. He retired in 1951 but continued serving as the 
associate minister at Cargill Methodist Church (Janesville WI) until 1956.  

• Edgar Manning Lewis, 12 Dec 1888 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI – 8 Aug 1954. Was officer 
manager of the Waupaca County Highway Department at the time of his death. Husband of 
Caroline Carroll (1888-1978, F: 50163166). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Weyauwega, 
Waupaca WI. F: 50163106 

• Paul Eugene Lewis, 15 Dec 1894 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI – 12 Mar 1965 Hopkins, 
Hennepin MN. Attended Lawrence College (Appleton WI) where he was one of the founders 
of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. Served as a major/chaplain in the US Army in WWII.  
Husband of Mary Darrach (1907-1997, F: 917852). Served as a Methodist minister in 
Hopkins MN. Buried in Fort Snelling National Cemetery, Minneapolis [actually 
Bloomington], Hennepin MN. F: 917992. 

 
Notes:  Was a dentist. Birth record indexed as Hubbert instead of Halbert. 
 
Pre-war: 
Graduate of Weyauwega (WI) High School. 
Graduate of teacher training school at New London WI. 
Taught at Gerold School in the Weyauwega WI school district for 1 year. 
In 1914 entered the dental school at Marquette University. Graduate of Marquette University 
School of Dentistry (Milwaukee WI) where he was a member of the Psi Omega fraternity. Also 
member of Marquette Glee Club. 
 
Courting Merle Cartmill: 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 19 Jun 1911 p 4 – Hal Lewis of Weyauwega visited the home of 
Charles Cartmill on Clark Street on Sunday. 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Saturday 13 Jul 1912 p 4 - Hal Lewis of Weyauwega, a guest at the 
home of Charles Cartmill for a week, left for Milwaukee WI this morning. 
   ***  
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 2 Dec 1911 p 7 – Hal Lewis (Marquette University dental 
college student) & Paul Lewis (attending business college in Oshkosh WI) are home for the 
holidays. 
 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 21 Jul 1914 p 5 – Hal Lewis, who spent a few days with his 
parents, left Saturday for Milwaukee WI where he will practice his profession through the summer. 
He is a recent graduate of the dental department at Marquette College. 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Wednesday 23 Dec 1914 p 14 – among the 20 who passed the 
examination for the WI State Board of Dentistry was Halbert Irwin Lewis of Weyauwega WI. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 3 Feb 1915 p 5 – Halbert Lewis, son of Mr. & Mrs. M.E. 
Lewis, recent graduate in dentistry of Marquette College (Milwaukee WI) who passed the State 
Board of Dentistry examination, is about to locate in Washburn WI to practice. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Stevens Point Gazette" 6 Mar 1918 p 7 - Lt. I.H. Lewis wrote letter to wife from Londonderry, 
Ireland. He was afloat in a damaged lifeboat 2 hours before picked up by destroyer. Graduate 
Marquette University College of Dentistry (Milwaukee WI) & practicing in Washburn when called for 
training in Waco early fall 1917. His wife Merle (nee Cartmill) & baby were with him in Waco TX for 
several weeks but they returned in Dec 1917 to live with her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cartmill, 
1320 Clark St., Stevens Point WI. Merle received his cable saying he was safe the evening before 
the news reached the city about the sinking of Tuscania. He has only the clothes he wore but was 
lucky. He was in the drawing room when torpedoed, lights went out. At his lifeboat station, he 
found his boat was smashed. Major Kraning of Oshkosh WI & Lt. Vater of Milwaukee WI were 
assigned to the same boat but they got in another one. Lewis got in the "old one" & jumped onto a 
destroyer. Treated like lords in Ireland. "I have at present one shirt, stockings, shoes, suit, cap and 
puttees. Also a bible that I stuck in my pocket, given to me by mother for Christmas, and a toilet kit 
which you gave me."   
 
“Boston (MA) Globeb” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 – among the officers on board Tuscania, from the 
32nd Division, National Guard – HQ, 107th Supply Train – 1st Lt. Halbert I. Lewis of Stevenspoint [sic] 
WI. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 9 Sep 1927 p 14 – In Waupaca WI news, Dr. Halbert I. Lewis 
was the city golf championship winner. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 28 Dec 1928 p 5 – among the newly elected officers of the 
Waupaca Lodge of the Knights of Pythias is vice-chancellor Halbert I. Lewis. 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 23 Apr 1929 p 3 – the Lions Club on Monday chose 
delegates to the state convention in Milwaukee in May, among them 1st vice president Dr. Halbert I. 
Lewis. 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 30 Sep 1929 p 14 – special deputies or community guards 
for Waupaca County were sworn in Friday & issued firearms & ammunition. They are expected to 
report whenever the sheriff calls. Among them is Halbert I. Lewis of Waupaca WI. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Stevens Point (WI) Journal" 17 Feb 1940 p 7 - Dr. Lewis, died 3 a.m. 17 Feb at Waupaca home after 
he & his wife returned from a basketball game in Iola WI on the night of 16 Feb. He was practicing 
dentist at Waupaca WI. Graduate of Marquette School of Dentistry, then practiced at Washburn 
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WI, then practiced dentistry at Waupaca WI over 15 years. Served in the WWI Medical Corps, 132nd 
[sic] Div., Tuscania survivor, American Legion member. Survived by wife Merle (Cartmill) of Stevens 
Point & daughter, 3 brothers, sister. Son of Mr. & Mrs. Manning Lewis of Weyauwega WI. 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI 
Emil Lewis, 44 WI, Nov 1855, father b. NY, mother b. VT, married 22 years, farmer 
Mary, 42 Canada, Mar 1858, father b. ME, mother b. NH, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Sarra, 19 WI, Feb 1881 
Benjamin, 16 WI, Feb 1894, at school 
Sitne, 14 WI, Apr 1886, at school 
Edgar, 10 WI, Dec 1889, at school 
Halbert, 9 WI, Mar 1891, at school 
Paul, 7 WI, Dec 1892, at school 
& father Benjamin Barker, 93 ME, Nov 1816, widowed, parents b. ME, landlord [i.e. father-in-law 
 
1905 WI state census – as of 1 Jun 1905 – Weyauwega, Waupaca WI 
Manning Lewis, 49 WI, father b. VT, mother b. C---, farmer 
Ella, 47 Canada, parents b. ME 
Sidney, 19 WI, teacher, school 
Edd, 16 WI 
Halbert, 15 WI 
Paul, 12 WI 
& father-in-law Benjamin Backer, 88 ME, parents b. ME 
& brother Irving Lewis, 53 NY, parents b. Canada, farm laborer 
& 2 boarders 
 
1910 Weyauwega, Waupaca WI 
Manning E. Lewis, 54 WI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 32 years, farmer 
M. Ella, 52 Canada, parents b. ME, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Sidney B., 24 WI, farm hand, home farm 
Edgar M., 21 WI, farm hand, home farm 
Halbert I. [indexed as Holbert], 20 WI, teacher, public school 
Paul E., 17 WI 
& brother Irwin B. Lewis, 58 WI, parents b. NY, farm hand, home farm 
& servant Sadie Boltey, 23 Wi, housemaid, private family 
 
1920 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – 406 E. Lake 
Halbert Irwin Lewis, 29 WI, father b. NY, mother b. ME, dentist, dental office 
Merle Evelyn, 29 WI, parents b. WI 
Janet Rae, 3 WI 
 
1930 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – 406 E. Lake 
Halbert I. Lewis, 40 WI, parents b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, dentist, dentist office, WWI veteran 
[indexed as Halbert J. but it was misread] 
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Merle E., 39 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Janet R., 13 WI 
 
1940 Wautoma, Waushara Wi – E. Main – conducted 23/24 Apr 1940 – Halbert d. Feb 1940 – 
daughter Janet 
Sidney B. Lewis, 54 WI, clergyman, Methodist faith [Halbert’s brother] – I 1935 in rural Walworth Co. 
WI 
Janet Rae Lewis, 23 WI, social worker [niece] – in 1935 in Appleton, Outagamie WI 
 
1940 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – widowed wife Merle – 520 Jefferson 
Mrs. Merle Lewis, 48 WI, resident of Waupaca, Waupaca WI in 1935 
With 3 roomers, all in their 20s: 
Male teacher, female teacher, female hospital nurse 
 


