DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Lewis, Edwin Clark
1899 CT-2001 FL

Excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania”
(www.tuscaniamemorial.org), page 414 -
The last survivor of the Tuscania, Edwin Clark Lewis, died April 1, 2001, in Zephyrhills, Florida. Born
May 13, 1899, in Westford, Connecticut, Lewis was 101 years old at the time of his death. He is
buried in Oakside Cemetery, Zephyrhills. Lewis’s longevity was exceeded by Wisconsin survivor
John Zigmond (“Swin”) Swendrzynski, who lived to be 103, dying in July 1999.

Edwin Clark Lewis - the last man of the Tuscania
http://findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSin=lewis&GSfn=edwin&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=11&GScntry=4&GS
0b=n&GRid=22588259&df=all&



http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=lewis&GSfn=edwin&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=11&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=22588259&df=all&
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=lewis&GSfn=edwin&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=11&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=22588259&df=all&
http://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=lewis&GSfn=edwin&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=11&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=22588259&df=all&

e i Wil sconduniald y : S
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L3GQ-
9?cc=2968245&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YGS-5267Z

LEWIS, EDWIN CLARK, 101, of
Zephyrhills, died Sunday (April 1,
2001) at Heartland of Zephyrhills. Born
in Westford, Conn., he came here 35
years ago from Ashford, Conn. He was
a Studebaker automobile dealer, a U.S.
Air Service veteran of World War |, a
life member of American Legion Post
0052 in Manfield, Conn, a life member
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
1724, and Veterans of World War |
Post 0633, both in Willimantic, Conn.,
and a Mason for 70 years. Survivors
include a sister, Elsie E. Alley, Zephyr-
hills; and a nephew, Keith, Eastford,
Conn. Kelly Memorial Funeral Home,
Zephyrhills,

Obituary of Edwin Clark Lewis — “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Tuesday 3 Apr 2001 p 135



Siblings:

Carl Lewis, Founder '

Of Garage Busmess
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Obituary of brother Carl B. Lewis (d. 8 Feb 1980 FL) — “Hartford (CT) Courant” Saturday 9 Feb 1980

p5
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Obltuary of brother M. Darwin Lewis- (E:I. 7 Jul 1968) — “Hartford (CT) Courant” Monday 8 Jul 1968 p

10




LEWIS. Ernest P. Lewis, Sr.,
Rockville, died Tuesday (Aprn’
1992) at Manchester Mcmorlal

Hospital. He was born in Westford.
He had been ompm at the Kay
Fish Store in Ha , and was
one of the first men in Hartford to
bone shad. He was the widower of
Edna Egan Lewis. He was a 65

ear member of the Putnam
odge No. 46 A.F. & A.M. of South
Woodstock. He is survived b
son, Ernest P, Lewis, Jr. of Ver-
non; a beloved brother and sister,
Edwln Lewis and Elsie Alley, both
yr Hills, Florida; and five
lldnn. Kathlieen Plant of
b.non, Jane Stanton of South-
wick, Mass., Lori Klar of Colum-
bla. Joanne Cook of Tolland, and
t'gpw Lewis of Vienna, Vir-
inia. Funeral services will be Fri-
Y. Wa.m. l"h. Rou Hill Funer-

Strn:‘ Rock
Hlll\vnhbuﬂal in Rose Hi y
rial Park. There are no callin
hours. Friends wishing

contributions to Vernon Volunteer

'l’lltla'?lng Assn., Park Street, Rock-

Obituary of brother Ernest P. Lewis (d. 14 Apr 1992) — “Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 16 Apr 1992
p 156




Brother Charles Jarvis Lewis Sr. (1898-1986) — Find A Grave 142371763
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Obituary of brother George Aldrich Lewis (d. 16 Mar 1977) — “Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 17
Mar 1977 p 6

EASTFORD

Maro P. Lewis went to Stafford
with his auntomobile and was accom-
panied by his daughter, Miss Elsie
Lewis, who hag been recently gradu-
ated from the common school, also by
Mrs. Fred A. Bowen and M. J. Chap-
ﬁman. The last pamed will remain for
a few days.

“Norvﬁc-h (CT -Bulle—ti-n” Sz;turday 26 Jun 1915 p-11
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A fostered child? Stephen Joseph Ardel married Marjorie Kearns 15 Aug 1953 — “Hartford (CT)

Courant” Sunday 16 Aug 1953 p 69



ARDEL, Stephen J.

Stephen J. Ardel , 87, of
Coventry, beloved husband
of 51 years to the late Mar-
jorie (Kearns) Ardel, passed
away peacefully surrounded
by his loving family on Sun-
day, November 3, 2013. He
was born Iin Putnam, CT on
December 7, 1925, the son
of the late John and Mary
(Kitchuia) Ardel. Stephen
was a communicant of St.
Mary's Church in Coventry
for more than 40 years. He
was a devoted and loving
husband, father, and grand-
father. He served his coun-
try in the United States
Navy during World War |I.
He attended Willimantic
State Teachers College (now
known as Eastern Connecti-
cut State University), and
University of Connecticut
where he earned his de-
grees. Stephen shared his
passion for education with
the children of Mansfield as
a teacher and principal for

33 years, retiring from
Southeast Elementary
School in 1984, He loved to
cook and he made a “mean
Apple pie"! He also enjoyed
the beaches of Maine, wood
working, crossword and jig-
saw puzzles, watching all
kinds of cooking shows and
was an excellent dancer.
Besides his parents and his
wife, Stephen was also pre-
deceased by his eldest son,
Gary J. Ardel and several
brothers and sisters. Ste-
phen is survived by his
sons, Craig S. Ardel and his
wife Lourdes, of Covent?'.
Scott E. Ardel and his wife
Maria of West Hartford; his
daughter-in-law Sharon A.
Barnes of Frederick, MD;
grandchildren, Caitlin, Sa-
mantha, Amanda, Benja-
min, Stacy, Brian, Christo-
pher, and Emily, and many
nieces and nephews. Ste-
phen was a kind and hum-
ble man and a friend to all.
He will be greatly missed.
The family would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt thank you
to the staff from Woodlake
at Tolland for all of the won-
derful care, support and
friendship given to Dad
while he was in their care.
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Obituary of Stephen Joseph Ardel - “Hartford (CT) Courant” Wednesday 6 Nov 2013 p B11
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Relatives and friends are
welcome to join the family
at Coventry-Pietras Funeral
Home 2665 Boston Turn-
pike (RT44) Coventry, CT
06238 for calling hours on
Thursday, November 7,
2013, from 2-4 p.m. and
from 6-8 p.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will take
place at 10 a.m, on Friday,
November 8, 2013, at St.
Mary Church 1600 Main
Street Coventry, CT 06238
with burial to take place at
Center Cemetery Coventry.
For online condolences
please visit www.pietrasfu-
neralhome.com.

EASTFORD BOY |
IN AERO SQUADRON

“Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8
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Longevity ran in the family! — Edwin, recent Tuscania survivor, is the great-grandson of Sarah
Bosworth Bradway, who was celebrating her 100" birthday. Her father fought in the Revolutionary
War. - “Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Friday 17 May 1918 p 11

Name: Edwin Clark Lewis

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 9th Squad - private

Serial number: 249,891

Entered service from: Eastford, Windham CT

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edwin C. Lewis

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Maro Lewis, Eastford CT

Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Edwin C. Lewis

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Maro E. Lewis, Eastford CT (chauffeur 1st class, 158th
Aero Sq)

World War | draft registration (1917):

National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Mansfield Center CT

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Edwin Clark Lewis - b. 13 May 1899 Ashford CT; res: 317
Valley St., Windham, Windham CT. NOK C.B. Lewis, 156 Valley St., Willimantic CT. Employed by
self, North Street Garage, 35 North St., Windham, Windham CT. Card signed E.C. Lewis. Height:
5’9” - 150 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted 11 Aug 1917 [at Fort McDowell CA or TX]
Discharged 9 Jun 1919

Address: Mansfield Center CT

Rank/unit: chauffeur 1% class, 100" Aero Squadron

Birth & death:

Born: 13 May 1899 Westford, Windham CT (WWII draft card: Ashford CT)
Died: 1 Apr 2001 Zephyrhills, Pasco FL (at Heartland of Zephyrhills)

Find A Grave record: 22588259 — presence on Tuscania indicated in flowers
Burial location: Zephyrhills, Pasco FL

Cemetery: Oakside

Tombstone:

Father: Maro Edwin Lewis, 15 Jan 1853 Ashford, Windham CT - 29 Sep 1929 Westford, Windham
CT. Son of Edwin Palmer Lewis (1819-1895, F: 52892483) & Susan Amanda Chapman (1832-1902,
F: 52892489).

Maro married Mary E. Lillibridge on 1 Jan 1882 in CT. She was born 17 Jul 1860 & died 28 Nov 1890.
Mary is buried in Westford Village Cemetery, Westford, Windham CT, F: 52892488. Maro & Mary
had 3 daughters: Edith, Ina & Susan.

He married Sarah Clark in 1892.

Buried in Westford Village Cemetery, Westford, Windham CT.

Find A Grave: 52892485
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Mother: Sarah Emma Clark Lewis, 3 Oct 1870 Eastford, Windham CT - 1 Oct 1959 Killingly,
Windham CT. Daughter of Darwin Tuttle Clark (1839-1924, F: 79458631) & Mary Jane Bradway
(1845-1933, F: 79458654). Buried in Grove Cemetery, Eastford, Windham CT.

Find A Grave: 89840256

Parents’ marriage: 24 Nov 1892

Spouse: Edna May Hughes Lewis, 4 May 1889 Newark, Essex NJ — 22 Nov 1988 Zephyrhills, Pasco
FL. SSN 040-40-8572. Daughter of William Charles Hughes (1858-1928, F: 80786470) & Mary Emma
Collins (1865-1906, F: 80786451).

Edna Hughes had married Frank P. Young on 20 May 1909 in Kane Co. IL. The parents listed on this
record are William Hughes & Mary Collins. In the 1930 census, Edna says her 1°* marriage occurred
at age 36; she is age 41.

Buried in Oakside Cemetery, Zephyrhills, Pasco FL.

Spouse Find A Grave: 22588248

Marriage: 6 Aug 1924 in Scotland, Windham CT

Children:

Siblings: Edwin was the 3" child.

e Maro Darwin Lewis, 22 Sep 1893 Ashford, Windham CT -7 Jul 1968 Putnam, Windham CT.
Husband of Eleanor M. Keith (1895-1953, F: 151668513). Buried in Grove Cemetery,
Eastford, Windham CT. F: 151668574

e Charles Jarvis Lewis (Sr.), 26 May 1898 Ashford, Windham CT - 1986. Husband of Sophia R.
Slowick (1904-1956, F: 151231045). Buried in Colebrook Village Cemetery, Colebrook,
Coos NH. F: 142371763

e FElsie Emma Lewis Alley, 9 Aug 1901 CT - 26 Apr 2002. Wife of Frank Alley (1881-1965, F:
152049547). Buried in Grove Cemetery, Eastford, Windham CT. F: 11934035

e Ernest Palmer Lewis, 23 Jun 1904 CT - 14 Apr 1992 Manchester, Hartford CT (Manchester
Memorial Hospital). Buried in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Rocky Hill, Hartford CT but not on
Find A Grave as of 21 Aug 2021.

e Carl Bradway Lewis, 29 Oct 1906 Eastford, Windham CT - 8 Feb 1980 Jupiter, Palm Beach
Co. FL. Husband of Alice McDonald (1909-1992, F: 135337199). Buried in Unity Hill
Cemetery, Columbia, Tolland CT. F: 135337151

e George Aldrich Lewis, 23 Dec 1911 Eastford, Windham CT - 16 Mar 1977. SSN 049-01-8237.
Married 25 Nov 1937 in Eastford, Windham CT to Catherine Earnest. Buried in East
Cemetery, Manchester, Hartford CT but not on Find A Grave as of 22 Aug 2021.

Half-siblings: by his father Maro’s 1% marriage, to Mary E. Lillibridge

e Edith Althea Lewis Phillips, 26 Apr 1883 Ashford, Windham CT - 1958. SSN 021-30-7212.
Wife of Everett Curtis Phillips (1874-1936, F: 8073815) whom she married 20 Nov 1902 in
Chalton City MA. Buried in Union Cemetery, Charlton, Worcester MA. F: 8073820

e |na Almira Lewis Baker, Mar 1884 Ashford, Windham CT - 27 Feb 1950 Preston, New
London CT. Wife of James Winfield Baker (b. 14 Jul 1878, d. 24 Mar 1943 Ashford, Windham
CT) whom she married 1 Feb 1903 in Ashford, Windham CT. Buried in Grove Cemetery,
Eastford, Windham CT, F: 67925571
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e Susan M. (“Susie”) Lewis Bowen, Mar 1888 Ashford, Windham CT - 1956 CT. Wife of Fred
Aaron Bowen (1881-1967, F: 71633840) whom she married 15 Oct 1905 in Eastford,
Windham CT. Buried in Grove Cemetery, Eastford, Windham CT. F: 71633920

Notes: family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/32414774/person/18253877694/facts?_phsrc=hFB27059&_phstart=successSour
ce

Pre-war:

“Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Saturday 3 Jul 1909 p 23 - Edwin Clark Lewis had perfect attendance in
Miss Sanborn’s room in Unionville school.

“Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Saturday 23 Oct 1915 p 10 — “Edwin Clark Lewis is at Putnam attending the
Teade school.”

Wartime:

“Hartford (CT) Courant” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - “13 Connecticut Men Were on Tuscania” —among them
Edwin C. Lewis, son of Maro Lewis of Eastford CT, private, 100" Aero Squadron.

“Meriden (CT) Journal” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 —there are 2 CT men listed among the survivors,
one being Edwin C. Lewis of Eastford CT.

Post-war:

The last of the Tuscania passengers to die.

“Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Wednesday 3 Aug 1921 p 2 - Edwin C. Lewis was apprehended by Officer
Laraviere at 2 p.m. Tuesday & he will be charged with operating a jitney without a public service
license.

“Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Thursday 4 Aug 1921 p 2 - Edwin C. Lewis of Eastford CT was charged with
not having a public service or operator’s license. Case continued to Saturday, 27 Aug 1921.

Active in military associations. Some of the citations (several more on Newspapers.com):

“Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 3 Apr 1958 p 37 - Edwin C. Lewis, commander of the Windham-
Tolland County Barracks, Veterans of World War I, announced officers will be elected 11 Apr 1958.

“Hartford (CT) Courant” Monday 9 Jul 1962 p 9 — the Windham-Tolland County Barracks, Veterans
of World War | & Auxiliary chose delegates to the state convention at Hartford CT on Saturday &
Sunday, among them Edwin C. Lewis. [Also a state delegate — “Hartford (CT) Courant” Sunday 3 Jul
1960 p 4)

“Hartford (CT) Courant” Saturday 3 May 1958 p 7 — the Windham-Tolland County Barracks,
Veterans of World War | elected Edwin C. Lewis a trustee for a 3-year term.
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Obituary:

Tampa Bay Times" (St. Petersburg FL) 3 Apr 2001 p 113 —died at age 101, resident of Zephyrhills FL,
b. Westford CT. Came here 35 years ago from Ashford CT. Studebaker auto dealer. WWI veteran of
the Air Service. Life member of the American Legion & VFW. Survived by sister Elsie E. Alley.

Social Security number: 046-09-8119
Censuses:

1900 Ashford, Windham CT - indexed as YERVIS but Lewis when read correctly — enumerator listed
city & state of birth

Maro E. Lewis, 47 Ashford CT, Jan 18583, parents b. Ashford CT, married 7 years, farmer

Emma S., 29 Eastford CT, Oct 1870, father b. Thompson CT, mother b. Woodstock CT, gave birth to
3 children, 3 are living [Maro’s 2" wife]

Edith A., 17 Ashford CT, Apr 1883, parents b. Ashford CT [daughter by 1° wife Mary]

Ida A., 16 Ashford Ct, Mar 1884, parents b. Ashford CT [daughter by 1°* wife Mary]

Susie M., 12 Ashford CT, Mar 1888, parents b. Ashford CT, at school [daughter by 1t wife Mary]
Darwin M., 6 Ashford CT, Sep 1893, father b. Ashford CT, mother b. Eastford CT, at school [son by
2" wife Emmal]

Charles C., 2 Ashford CT, May 1898, father b. Ashford CT, mother b. Eastford CT [son by 2" wife
Emmal]

Edwin J., 1 Ashford CT, May 1899, father b. Ashford CT, mother b. Eastford CT [son by 2™ wife
Emmal]

Susan A., 67 Ashford CT, Jun 1832, widow, father b. Ashford CT, mother b. Woodstock CT [mother]

1910 Eastford, Windham CT

Maro E. Lewis, 55 CT, parents b. CT, in 2" marriage, married 17 years, laborer, mill

Emma, 39 CT, father b. US, mother b. CT, in 1* marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living
Maro D. [Maron is written over as Maro], 16 CT, laborer, mill

CharlesJ., 11 CT

EdwinC.,10CT

ElsieE.,8 CT

EarnestP.,5CT

CarlB.,2CT

& servant Almedia Culley, 45 CT, father b. Canada, mother b. CT, in 2" marriage, married 16 years,
gave birth to 9 children, 7 are living

1920 Eastford, Windham CT

Maro E. Lewis, 66 CT, parents b. CT, laborer, lumber mill
Emma S., 49 CT, father b. MA, mother b. CT

Charles J., 21 CT, laborer, tool maker

Clare E., 18 CT, nurse

Ernest P., 15 CT, laborer, lumber mill

CarlB.,12CT

George A,,8CT
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1930 Mansfield, Tolland CT - Warwood Hill Rd.
Edwin C. Lewis, 31 CT, parents b. CT, age 26 at 1* marriage, proprietor, garage, WWI veteran
Edna M., 41 NJ, parents b. NY, age 36 at 1°* marriage, bookkeeper, garage

1940 Willimantic, Windham CT - 35 North St. —in 1935 in Mansfield, Tolland CT
Edwin Clark Lewis, 44 CT, garage owner, automobile
Edna M., 50 NJ



