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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
Tuscania casualty 

Lewellyn, Thomas A. 
1897 PA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” 13 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
Thomas A. Lewellyn – Find A Grave 79832415 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-

01224?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154  
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LQMR-

N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YLY-L3W2  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-01224?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-01224?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LQMR-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YLY-L3W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LQMR-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7YLY-L3W2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K921-

W?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-DDZP 
 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K921-W?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-DDZP
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K921-W?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-DDZP
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Note some errors: his brother is Frank, not Frederick – it is not known if the 1st or 2nd torpedo hit 

Tuscania as they detonated simultaneously – it was the SS (not HMS) Tuscania – there wre 2,179 
aboard – there were more than 3 lifeboats that landed on Islay - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8995720/person/6012205862/media/049c2878-
82d1-4021-a0c4-2333c4da302d?_phsrc=hFB26974&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-
01226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-01226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_2421406272_1005-01226?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=1439154
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“Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father James Lee Lewellyn – “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Friday 10 Sep 1937 p 6 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Alberta Pyle Lewellyn (1865-1954) – Find A Grave 79832402 
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Obituary of mother Alberta Pyle Lewellyn – “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Friday 1 Oct 1954 p 2 
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Left margin is cut off in original – “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Omaha (NE) Evening Bee” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Thursday 9 May 1918 p 7 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Monday 11 Oct 1920 p 5 

 



18 
 

 



19 
 

 



20 
 

 

 
“Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Thursday 21 Aug 1919 p 3 
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The left margin is cut off in the original – “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 1 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Obituary of brother-in-law William Henry Green, husband of his sister Blanche Lewellyn – 

“Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Monday 29 Sep 1975 p 4 
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Obituary of niece Virginia Estell Green Bartges, born 7 days after Thomas died on Tuscania – 

“Danville (PA) News” Friday 25 Aug 2006 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Frank J. Lewellyn – “Lancaster (PA) Intelligencer Journal” Thursday 7 Dec 1978 p 

4 
  
       
 
Name: Thomas A. Lewellyn 
Name variations: Llewellyn (in 1918 newspapers) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not issued serial numbers until the sinking of the Tuscania 
showed their value 
Entered service from:  Scottdale, Westmoreland PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas A. LLEWELLYN 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Bertha Llewellyn (sic), 412 Everson Ave., Scottdale PA 
First buried on island of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 80, as Thomas A. 
Llewellyn 
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Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as:  Thomas A. Lewellyn 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs  
World War I draft registration (1917):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted  
Discharged  
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 31 Aug 1897 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record:  79832415 – presence on Tuscania indicated in clipping & flower  
Burial location:  Scottdale, Westmoreland PA 
Cemetery:  Scottdale 
Tombstone:  shares with his parents, reads: Pvt Co D 20th Engrs   
 
Father:  James Lee Lewellyn, 17 Feb 1853 Easton, Monongalia WV – 10 Sep 1937 Scottdale, 
Westmoreland PA. Son of Charles Lewellyn (1821-1902) & Christiana A. Protzman (1832-1907). 
Buried in Scottdale Cemetery, Scottdale, Westmoreland PA (sharing tombstone with wife Alberta & 
son Thomas). 
Find A Grave:  79832385 
 
Mother:  Alberta Pyle Lewellyn, 3 Jan 1865 PA (also found as 30 Jan) – 1 Oct 1954 Scottdale, 
Westmoreland PA. Daughter of Jeremiah P. Pile & Susanna Stough. Buried in Scottdale Cemetery, 
Scottdale, Westmoreland PA. 
Find A Grave:  79832402 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse:  not married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Thomas was the youngest of 4 children. 

• Effie Lewellyn Sultzer, 17 Aug 1890 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA – 29 Jun 1936 Scottdale, 
Westmoreland PA. Wife of Harrie D. Sultzer (1884-1937, F: 88958512). Buried in Scottdale 
Cemetery, Scottdale, Westmoreland PA. F: 88958513 

• Frank James Lewellyn, 16 Apr 1893 PA – 6 Dec 1978 Millersville, Lancaster PA (at his home, 
313 Herr Ave.). WWI veteran. Husband of Ethel Virginia Zundel (1898-1991, F: 188555353). 
Buried in Conestoga Memorial Park, Lancaster, Lancaster PA. F: 188555308. 

• Blanche Lewellyn Green, 30 Sep 1894 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA – unknown. Wife of 
William Henry Green (9 Dec 1894 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA on his WWI & WWII draft 
cards, but Cumberland MD in his obituary – 28 Sep 1975 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA, son 
of William E. Green & Irene Lowe, SSN 210-03-3356, F: 86827006). She married between 
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the 1910 & 1920 censuses. Her daughter was Virginia Estell Green Bartges (12 Feb 1918 
Scottdale, Westmoreland PA – 22 Aug 2006, F: 102355124). Buried in Scottdale Cemetery, 
Scottdale, Westmoreland PA. F: 86827007 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Pittsburgh Press-Gazette" 13 Feb 1918 p 5 - photo, spelled Llewellyn, son of Mrs. & Mrs. J. Lee 
Llewellyn, Everson Ave., Scottdale PA, age 20, but then says only 18 when enlisted summer 1917 in 
Pittsburgh, reported to Columbus OH Oct 1917, then training at Camp American University, 
Washington DC, illness prior to leaving delayed him from going with main body of regiment. Father 
employed in the car barns of West Penn Railways Co., Connellsville PA. Older brother Frank 
employed by Pittsburgh Steel Co. (Monessen), has 2 married sisters in Scottdale [Frank is drafted 
May 1918, Thomas was underage] -  
 
"Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier" 22 Feb 1918 p 1 - all flags in Scottdale to be flown at half-staff for 
30 days, gold star added to service flag, memorial service to be held for Thomas A. Llewellyn [sic] 
"Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier" 11 Mar 1918 p 1 - "great throng" at Llewellyn memorial service & 
gold star added to service flag, 1st Westmoreland Co. casualty, 1,200-seat church overflowed, 
others stood outside in bitter wind, men & women wept, souvenir program carried his photo 
 
"Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier" 7 May 1918 p 1 - letter from Capt. D.D. Hall to parents dated 7 
Apr, (similar letter was written to the parents of all casualties, about their coolness going to 
lifeboats). Llifeboat was broken to pieces on Islay. The standard "I'm safe in France" postcard (not 
true, written before sailing) was sent to Miss Virginia Byrne of Everson PA, who is wintering with her 
mother Mrs. John Byrne in Augusta GA.  
 
Thomas’s sister Blanche Lewellyn Green gives birth to her daughter Virginia Estell Green on 12 Feb 
1918, only 7 days after the Tuscania sank.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Namesake of the American Legion Post No. 240 in Connellsville PA. 
 
"Pittsburgh (PA) Press" 11 Oct 1920 p 5 - body of Thomas A. Lewellyn, 1st Scottdale war casualty, 
arrived in NY; telegram rec'd by father J.L. Lewellyn 
 
 
Obituary: 
  
Censuses: 
 
1900 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA – Esson Ave. 
James Lewellyn, 47 WV, Feb 1853, parents b. VA, married 9 years, carpenter 
Alberta, 37 PA, Jan 1863, parents b. PA, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
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Effie, 9 PA, Aug 1890 
Frank, 7 PA, Apr 1893 
Blanche, 5 PA, Sep 1894 
Thomas, 2 PA, Aug 1897 
& mother Christiania Lewellyn, 67 VA, Oct 1832, widow, parents b. VA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 
are living 
 
1910 Scottdale, Westmoreland PA 
James L. Lewellyn, 57 WV, parents b. WV, married 20 years, carpenter, planing mill 
Alberta, 45 PA, parents b. PA, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Effie, 19 PA 
Frank, 17 PA, laborer, foundry 
Blanch, 15 PA 
Thomas, 12 PA 
 
1915 NJ state census – is this him? 
Thomas Lewellyn, 17 PA, b. 1898, month unknown, parents’ birth states unknown, farm laborer 
With: 
David W. Roberts, 34 NJ, wife Lydia Roberts (35 NJ) & Edwin Forrest (12 PA, at school) 
 


