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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Levine, Israel James 
1896 NY – 1947 IL 
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Israel James Levine – left: Find A Grave 132148294 - right: “Chicago Tribune” 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

    
Both from Find A Grave 132148294 
 



3 
 

 
From left: brother Jacob Levin, mother Gussie Grogensky Levine, Israel James Levine – Find A Grave 
132148220 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/103316464/person/282169720499/media/46ba4c62-96ec-419f-8107-
7645cd63d2f7?_phsrc=hFB26945&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LS5Y-
Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TT9-ZHN2  
 

Wife: 
 

 
Israel James Levine with wife Edith Blonstein Levine – Find A Grave 132148377 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LS5Y-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TT9-ZHN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LS5Y-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TT9-ZHN2
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71642780/person/30242083699/facts  
 
Children: 
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Left: son Harold George Levine – Find A Grave 41824126 – right:  daughter Sharon Audrea Levine 
Witt – Find A Grave 150902011 
 
 
 

        
Left: Obituary of daughter Myrle Levine Silverstein Adams – “Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 15 
Nov 2012 p B11  - Right: obituary of Myrle’s 1st husband Milton Silverstein – “Chicago Tribune” 
Thursday 12 Jan 1978 p 43 
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Left: obituary of son Edwin J. Levine (1939-2013) – “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 20 Oct 2013 p 1-35 – 
left: – right: son Edwin Levine (1939-2013) Find A Grave 132572134 
 
 
Siblings: 
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Brother Jacob (Jack) Levine – Find A Grave 143895587 
          

    
Sister Fay Levine Nepon – Find A Grave 132570497 
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Obituary of sister Fay Levine Nepon – “Chicago Tribune” Monday 5 Oct 1953 p 71 
 

   
Left: Brother David Levine with wife Ethel & children Manny & Fay – Right: David Levine, both from 
Find A Grave 92849465 
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Sister Anna Mae Levine Eggleston – in Chicago IL, 1910 – Find A Grave 
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IL death certificate for sister Bertha Levine, died 17 May 1918 from asphyxiation in a drowning 
accident. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery according to this record. 
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Sister Rose Levine Cohan with husband Archibald Bertrand Cohan – Find A Grave 143895294 
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Moving of Israel’s body – “Chicago Tribune” Wednesday 21 Jan 1948 p 19 

 
 

 
Name: Israel James Levine 
Name variations: Jimmie Levine – 1st name spelled ISREAL on the “Mexican” passenger list 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,008 
Entered service from:  Chicago, Cook IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Israel Levine 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. Cussie Levine, 1247 S. Sawyer Ave., Chicago IL  
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919   
Sailed on return ship as: ISREAL Levine 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  Mrs. Gussie Levine, 1247 S. Sawyer Ave., Chicago IL (chauffeur, 
158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): 947 W. Lawrence, Chicago IL 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Israel Levine - b. 4 Jul 1896 NYC, NY; res: 947 Lawrence, 
Chicago, Cook IL. NOK Edith Levine, same address. Employed by James A. Arcus, 348 N. Ashland, 
Chicago IL, at Arcus Ticket Co., same address. Height: 5’10” – 146 lbs. Although does not use the 
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word “tattoo,” these are apparently his: “Army Signal Corps Flags right arm. Airplane left arm. 
Sailors head left arm.” 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1917 
Discharged 27 Mar 1919 
Address:  1316 S. Kolin Ave., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:  chauffeur 1st class, 11th Co., 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 Jul 1896 NY, NY  
Died: 1 Jan 1947 Chicago, Cook Co. IL  
Find A Grave record:  132148294 – photos – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Norridge, Cook IL 
Cemetery:  Westlawn (was buried in Waldheim Jewish Cemetery originally, was disinterred & 
reburied 1 year after his death) 
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Mandel (“Max”) Levin, 1871 (also found as 15 Nov 1874) Criava, Russia – 8 May 1916 
Chicago, Cook IL. Son of David Levin (Dov Yehieil) (Levindersky) & Raisel Odess.. Buried in 
Waldheim Cemetery Co., Forest Park, Cook IL. 
Find A Grave:  132149096 
 
Mother:  Gussie Grogensky [also found as Grodzinsky] Levine, 1868 Lomza, Podlaskia, Poland – 18 
Jun 1947 Cook Co. IL. Daughter of Yehiel Grodzinski. Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook 
IL. 
Find A Grave:  132148220 
Parents’ marriage:  1890 
 
Spouse:  Edith Blonstein Levine, 20 May 1901 (also found as 1897) IL – 7 Apr 1982 Deerfield Beach, 
Broward FL. Daughter of George Blonstein (1861-1920, F: 191076596) & Rosie Wihinwetzki/Wishner 
(1869-1940, F: 191076745). Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 132148377   
Marriage: 25 Dec 1919 Chicago, Cook IL 
 
Children: 

• Harold George Levine, 22 Sep 1920 Chicago, Cook IL – 9 Sep 2009 Lakeland, Polk FL. Died 
of cancer. Belonged to several deaf associations; funeral memorials were to be sent a deaf 
club. Husband of Otilia G. Garcia (1912-1999) whom he married on 13 Oct 1991 in Broward 
Co. FL. Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook IL. F: 41824126 

• Myrle Levine Silverstein Adams, 25 Jun 1924 Chicago, Cook IL – 12 Nov 2012 Fort 
Lauderdale, Broward FL. Married Milton M. Silverstein (1922-1977) on 6 Jun 1944 in Dade 
Co. FL. As Merle Silverstine, married Abraham Benjamin (“Ben”) Adams on 11 Mar 1979 in 
Palm Beach Co. CA. Buried in Gardens of Boca Raton Memorial Park, Boca Raton, Palm 
Beach FL. F: 132572502 

• Sharon Audrea Levine Witt, 1 Aug 1930 Chicago, Cook IL – 30 Jul 2015 Lakeland, Polk FL. 
Married Harry R. Witt Jr. on 11 May 1949 in Folkston, Charlton GA. Married for 53 years to 
Harry R. Witt (1928-2001) at the time of his death.  Personal secretary for State Farm 
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Insurance for over 30 years, in Winter Haven FL & Lakeland FL. Buried in Oak Park Burial 
Park, Lakeland, Polk FL. F: 150902011 

• Walton K. Levine, b. 8 Dec 1933 IL. Entered as Walter, age 6, in the 1940 census. Listed as 
surviving brother in obituary of sister Sharon Levine Witt (Jul 2015) & brother Harold Levine 
(Sep 2009) & brother Edwin Levine (Oct 2013). Wife was listed as Bobbie in Edwin’s 2013 
obituary.  In Sep 2009, Walton lived with his wife Barbara in Hoffman Estates IL. Also 
resident at 4001 Whispering Trail, Schaumburg IL.  

• Edwin J. Levine, 25 Jun 1939 Chicago, Cook IL – 15 Oct 2013 Cape Coral, Lee FL. Husband 
of Glenda Joyce Charles (1944-2008). Survived by wife Sandra. Buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery & Crematorium, Skokie, Cook IL. F: 132572134. 

 
Siblings:  

• Samuel Levine, 1892 Brooklyn, Kings NY - ?. Burial location unknown. Listed as deceased in 
sister Fay’s Oct 1953 obituary.  F: 143895850 

• Jacob (“Jack”) Levine, 22 Mar 1894 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 8 Jun CA. Resident of Culver City 
CA in Oct 1953 (sister Fay’s obituary). Burial location unknown. F: 143895587 

• Isadore Levine, 15 Sep 1897 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 18 Dec 1900 Chicago, Cook IL. Name also 
found spelled Isador & Isidor. Burial location unknown. F: 143895905 

• Fay (Fannie) Levine Nepon, 25 Dec 1899 NY – 4 Oct 1953 Cook Co. IL. Wife of Roy Nepon, 
son of Abe Nepon & Nissie Levin. (1899-1992, buried in NM, F: 31636687, his tombstone 
has Christian cross). Died of stomach cancer.  According to Find A Grave, her son sold the 
other plots so only Fay is buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Norridge, Cook IL. F: 132570497 

• David Levine, 23 Oct 1901 NY – 17 Jan 1959 Springfield, Sangamon IL. Husband of Ethel 
Esther Oberman. Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Sangamon IL. F: 92849465 

• Anna Mae Levine Eggleston, 3 May 1903 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 23 Feb 1961 MI. Married in 
1921 to Henry J. Eggleston (1900-1969). A Christian cross on both her personal headstone & 
the family marker. Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Hastings, Barry MI. F: 95573389 

• Bertha Levine, 6 May 1907 NY – 17 May 1918 Cook Co. IL. Find A Grave contributor says 
cannot find cemetery records. IL death record says she died from asphyxiation in an 
accidental drowning in a lagoon in Douglas Park & she was buried in Forest Park Cemetery 
on 18 May 1918. Her mother Gussie Levine of 1247 S. Sawyer Ave., Chicago IL was the 
informant. This could be Forest Home Cemetery, Forest Park, Cook IL but more likely the 
Waldheim Cemetery, Forest Park, Cook IL - but not on Find A Grave as of 21 Aug 2021.  

• Rose Levine Cohan, 24 Oct 1910 Chicago, Cook IL – 11 Nov 1979 IN. Wife of Archibald 
Bertrand Cohan (1899-1981, F: 143895370) whom she married in 1940. Buried in Evergreen 
Memorial Park, Hobart, Lake IN. F: 143895294 

 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/71642780/person/30242083699/facts  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chicago Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – 12 more men reported safe, among them Israel Levine, 1247 
S. Sawyer Ave., Chicago IL  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71642780/person/30242083699/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/71642780/person/30242083699/facts
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Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 326-09-2799 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Manhattan NY – 450 Cherry St. 
Max Levin, 30 Russia, Jan 1870, married 10 years, emigrated 1888, in US for 12 years, glazier 
Gussie, 35 Russia, May 1865, emigrated 1882, in US for 18 years, gave birth to 4 children, zero are 
living [obviously question not understood] 
Isador, 3 NY, Apr 1887 
Samuel, 8 NY, Jan 1892, at school 
Jacob, 6 NY, Mar 1894 
Fanny, 1 NY, Jan 1899 
 
1905 NY state census – Manhattan NY – 214 E. 29th St. 
Max Levine, 34 Russia, in US for 18 years, citizen, glazier 
Gussie, 35 Russia, in US for 16 years, citizen, housework 
Samuel, 13 US, at school 
Jacob, 10 US, at school 
Isidor, 7 US, at school 
Fannie, 5 US, at home 
David, 3 US, at home 
Annie, 1 US, at home 
 
1910 Chicago, Cook IL – Sangamon St. 
Max LEWIS (indexed as Lewis, can also be read as Lewin], 41 Russia (Yiddish), parents b. Russia 
(Yiddish), married 20 years, glazier, building work 
Gussie, 40 Russia (Yiddish), parents b. Russia (Yiddish), gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Sam, 18 NY 
Jok, 16 NY, feeder, printing 
Israel, 14 NY, errand boy, store 
Fannie, 12 NY 
David, 8 NY 
Annie, 6 NY 
Bertha, 3 NY 
 
1920 Chicago, Cook IL – conducted 5 Jan 1920, George Blonstein died 3 Jul 1920 – living with his in-
laws 
George Blonstein, 59 Russia, parents b. Russia (Yiddish), emigrated 1892, naturalized, laborer 
Rose Blonstein, 51 Russia, parents b. Russia (Yiddish), emigrated 1892, naturalized [wife] 
Sam Blonstein, 24 IL, store keeper, tailoring [son] 
Etta Blonstein, 18 IL [daughter] 
Irene Blonstein, 16 IL, office clerk, mail carrier [daughter] 
Celia Salinger, 30 Russia, married [daughter] 
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Morris Salinger, 36 IL, printer, printing company [son-in-law] 
Dineh Salinger, 2 months, IL [granddaughter] 
Edith Levine, 20 IL, married [daughter] 
Israel Levine, 23 NY, printer, printing company [son-in-law] 
 
1930 Chicago, Cook IL – 4249 Fillmore St. 
Rose Bronstein, 59 Russia, widow, parents b. Russia (Yiddish) 
Celia Edda, 39 Russia [daughter] 
Lydia Bronstein, 37 IL, parents b. Russia [daughter] 
Israel Levine, 33 NY, parents b. Poland, printer, printing, WWI veteran [son-in-law] 
Edith Levine, 30 IL, parents b. Russia [daughter] 
Harold, 9 IL [grandson] 
Muriel, 6 IL [granddaughter] 
Dinah Salinger, 10 IL, father b. IL, mother b. Russia [granddaughter] 
 
1940 Chicago, Cook IL – W. Lawrence Ave. – conducted 2 Apr 1940 – in same place in 1935 
Isral [sic] Levine, 43 NY, printer, pub. Co. 
Edith, 40 IL, seamstress, dress mfg. co. 
Harold, 19 IL 
Murrell, 16 IL 
Sharon, 10 IL 
Walter, 6 IL 
Edwin, 9 months IL 
 


