DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

Letton, Harry Pike (Sr.)
1886 NE-1934 IL



Harry P. Letton

Harry Pike Letton — Find A Grave 88476862

. P,
Harry Pike Letton — “Nebraska State Journal” (Lincoln NE) 31 Mar 1934 p 14

From Find A Grave 88476862:



Harry P. Letton was born at Fairbury, Nebraska, May 28, 1886, the son of Charles B.
Letton & Althea Hosmer (Pike) Letton.

Harry's father, Charles Blair Letton, was born at Edinburgh, Scotland, October 25, 1853.
He was a former judge of the district court of Nebraska, and served as judge of the
Mebraska Supreme Court, 1906-1924. He came to Nebraska with his parents and
settled near Fairbury, in 1869.

Harry's mother, Althera Hosmer Pike Letton, was born at Carmel, Penobscot County,
Maine, July 5, 1863, of New England ancestry. She served as state regent of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, 1907-1908, and was national vice president of

that organization in 1314.

Harry Pike Letton graduated from the Fairbury High School in 1304. He received his
B.5. degree in civil engineering at the University of Nebraska in 1909. From 1910 to
1811 he was a student at Massachusetts Institute of Technology at Boston. He was
elected to membership in Sigma Tau, honorary engineering fraternity, and to Kappa
Sigma, and is now alumnus advisor to the Nebraska University chapter of this society.



He was sanitary engineer of the New Jersey State Board of Health, 1911-13; held this
position in the United States Public Health Service, 1913-1919; was a member of the
engineering firm, Grant, Fulton & Letton, at Lincoln, 1919-28. In 1928 he was employed
with the firm Burns Potter & Company, dealing in stocks and bonds at Omaha and
Lincoln. He is the author of several articles on sanitary engineering subjects, published

in technical publications. He lived in Nebraska for 34 years.

On November 18, 1911, his marriage to Ethel M. Kirby was solemnized at Springfield,
lllinois. Mrs. Letton was bomn at Liberty, Gage County, Nebraska, December 8. 1886.
They had one son, Harry, born April 12, 1915.

Mr. Letton served as captain of the engineering corps with the American Expeditionary
Forces during the First World War; he was one of the survivors of the German U-boat
attack that sank the Troopship "Tuscania” on the evening of Feb. 5, 1918. During the

war he was engaged in water supply activities from 1917 to 1919.

He was a member of the American Legion, serving as first commander of Lincoln Post
NMumber 3. He was a member of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; Lincoln Executives
Club; Hiram Club; and Lincoln Collectors Club. He was a member of Masonic Lodge
Mumber 54, Scottish Rite bodies of Lincoln. His favorite sport was golf, and his hobby
was philately.
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MANY FRIENDS PRY A

THBTE 0K LETO

| Rev. Paul Johnston Gives

Eulogy Assisted by Rev.
L. R. Smith.

A large crowd at Rob-
ert's mortuary Monday afternoon
to pay tribute to the memory of
Harry P. Letton, 1910 E, consult-
ing engineer who died in Chicago

Friday, Mr. Letton had gone there
be treated for a heart ailment.
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" “It has been well written that
it is not the length of the of
earthly life which counts, what
is done with the years. As we
face today the fact that our friend

Letton has gone on, we are
deeply sad that he could not have
had more than forty-eight years
of life here. But we are likewise
proud that he did so much with
the years vouchsafed to him.
Many persons live twice his span,
and at the end can show no more
than he did, of brillilant honor,
simple affection, and adherence to |
the things that count the most.

Service to Country,

“Harry Letton was well born,
and he carried his family name
with full integrity. His services
to his fellows and to his country
were unrelenting. His technical
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A Friend to All.
“The testimony of a close friend
indicates what he meant to many.

Harry Letton was a friend to all
mankind. He was an optimist, a

dreamer, a poet, a philosopher, a
sweet, gracious and generous char-
acter. He was indulgent, patient,
sympathetic, loyal, devoted and
true to family, friends and coun-
try. His smiles, his happiness, his
courage in adversity, his mndu-ﬁ
mental belief in the finer and
nobler things of life—these at-
tributes and qualities we shall al-
ways remember. He lived and died
like a gentleman. He will live thru
all eternity like a gentleman.
“We are still in the midst of the
glow of the Eastertide and stirred
by the strong affirmations of the
Easter assurance. Who will den
that the God who creates su
masterful abilities and enables a

— —

‘man to live to such a level will|
continue him in the eternal serv-

ice? We give our friend over into
the care of the One who mnkclﬁ

| »PEBEEBRF




Eulogy — “Nebraska State Journal” Tuesday 3 Apr 1934 p 12

LINCOLNITES
ON TUSCANIA
SAFE ASHORE |

“BUNCRANA — Arrived well,
Letton” is the text of a cable”
gram received by Judge C. B.
Letton about 3 o'clock Saturday.
afternoon.

The news 1s from Judge and
|| Mrs. Letton's son. Captain Harry
P. Letton, who was on the Tus
canis and who it was feared af
ter the sinking of the transport,
was among the mismsing.

Letton was well known as &
university student several years
sgo where he was popularly

called "Pike". '
‘|  The other Lincolnmite aboard
the Tuscania, was Edward Reg-
nier. From Chicago, where he
enlisted, it was reported he had
been reported as a survivor. i

“Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1
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“Omaha (NE) Daily Bee” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 4

start
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“Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Wednesday 6 May 1931 p 6
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Lincoln Survivor Of ' Tuscanid” Disaster Pecounts
' German U-Boat

Hai'ry P. Letton
One of Survivors of

Torpedoed Transport,
Which Went Down
In North Atlantic

Fifteen Years

b5
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\ CASTLE AVENUE-, BUNCRANA.
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BY LULU MAE COE.

ATEVER Harry P. Letton is do.
this Sunday, he knows it isn't a
repetition of fifteen years ago today.
Nor does he desire the same sort of
day, even though February 5, 1918,
and the weeks following have become
a part of & more objective history.

a troop ship which before night was to
go beneath the waves, the ill-fated tar-
get of a German torpedo,

4 - o i ma s A e M
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left Halifax in January, it was not un-
til the last of March that Mr, Letton
reached France, owing to his round.
about tour.

His two cabin mates, Capt. Le-
Brun and Capt. Sherman, both perished
in the disaster. They took off in the
life boats, which accounted for the
greatest loss of life.

Those who took off in these boata
and the rafts kept about 300 yards
from the ship, to prevent being caught
in the tow when the Tuscania went
down. British trawlers and destroyers
were standing by, but, so it is said,
took off the men on the Tuscania,
rather than picking up those floating
about in the vicinity. However, later

on the water, but a strong wind which
sprang up suddenly, sent many of the
little boats toward the steep, smooth,
high, and rocky coast of Islay.

the rescue ships hegan to pick up those

THROWN ON ROCKS.

The boats which had drifted close
to the shore found it necessary to pre-
pare for their own rescue. The sky
was obscured by clouds, the wind in-
creased and turned colder, and a light
rain fell on the desolation. The rafts
and lifeboats were thrown against the
rocky face of Islay, throwing the men
into the water to drown. Some fought
their way into a little cove, where they,
could cling to bits of projecting rock,
with the breakers hurling their
lace about them. The stouter ones
went back to help the weaker, if they
had not succumbed. Small caves af-
forded slight protection from the icy
wind, men lying there without hats or
coats, the most exposed to the elements
being covered with life preservers for
warmth. Other boats were swept into
the rocks, shattered, the Tuscania sur«
vivors dashed back into the chill waters
to perish or to maintain a precarious
hold on life in the overfilled caves or
on the nearly beachless shore. It was
in this manner that Mr. Letton's two
companions lost their lives. .
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By some heroic effort, some of the
men had climbed the cliffs in the night
and had found the home of a
farmer, who just as the dawn was
breaking came to build an enormous
fire for the soaked survivors, There
were eighty-six enlisted men, two cap=
tains, two first lieutenants, and a sec=
ond lieutenant, also four members of
the civilian ship crew. But two hun-
dred had perished before reaching shore
or at the foot of the rocks, Others were
picked up by British trawlers and de-
stroyers. ‘

Those who had survived the night
at Islay were cared for in the island
homes.

WOMEN SEWED DEATH FLAGS.

For those who had not, caskets
| were prepared, when the dead had been
removed from the rocks. The little
village could not supply enough, and
' | trees were felled to make sufficient

l ;;xetl!:!bers g; :ihe °t}1‘,°’" ligr did it hd
g an American flag, so the women ,
e wiiags, fallowing the descripHon | SOTRnE. Srcush onCE
; :ifnthe men, :ﬁim ta}:le lii;‘tle Seotch:i:i mlﬁlﬂﬂm e e

ripes, that the boys far from home fifteen t Capt. Wilhelm M6

£ | might sleep beneath it. R T s teviind e
“Lincoln (NE) Star” Sunday 5 Feb 1933 p 25

TR T e g o -

Mr. Letton was one of four Ne-
braska men on the Tuscania at the
time it was sunk, but as far as he
knows he is the only one in Lincoln. A
reunion of the survivors is being held
in Chicago, beginning yesterday

Wife:

TRTWIWT T v v g v

LETTON — Ethel Kirby
(widow of Harry), 88, 225 No.
56th, died Friday. Born Liber-
ty. Member Southview Chris-
tian Chruch, American Legion
Auxiliary, Gold 15-year club,
former Axis club. Survivors:
son, Harry P. Jr., San Marino,
Calif.; three grandaughters,
Mrs. Arch (Challis) Thiessen,
Los Alamos, N.M., Mrs James
(Susan) Upchurch, San Diego,
Calit., Mrs. Robert (Lorelie)
Bryan, Los Angeles, Calif.

Obituary of wife Ethel Kirby Letton — “Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Sunday 2 Mar 1975 p 40
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Son:

MARLRIAGE LIUCENSES,
Ivan F. Baker, Linroin,.. EEGRROI | |
o Ariene J. Stastney, Lincoln. ....vvveeee 2)

Wesiey M., Abbott, PaAlmyra.....«eess 25
Maxine Bogenrcif, Elmwood. . ....eeeee 17

Harry P. Letton, Jr, lLinroin....ccce..23
Carolyn Lehnhoff, Lincoln. .. .vevvssss .23

Marriage of son Harry Pike Letton Jr. to Carolyn E. Lehnhoff — “Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Friday 26
Aug 1938 p 15

~
HARRY PIKE LETTON
Lincoln
LAW .
Rappa Siema: 1"i Mu Epstlon ; _

Phi Beta Kappa

Harry Pike Letton Jr., University of Nebraska 1935 yearbook - ‘
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-
00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pld=469660310



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=469660310
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=469660310
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ETTON -Harry P. Letton, died Oct. 29, 2002
L of cardiac arrest at age 87. He was president
and chief executive of Southern California Gas Co.
from 1972 until retirement in 1980. President of
Los Angeles Town Hall; chairman of Independent
Colleges of Southern California; and vice president
of Greater Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce; as
well as chairman of American Gas Assn., and
Pacific Coast Gas Assn. Graduate of University of
Nebraska, and its law school, as well as from
Harvard Law School, where he earned a masters of
law degree in 1938. Served in U.S. Navy during WW
IT as communications officer. He is survived by his
wife, Anne Letton whom he married in 1992
following the death of his first wife, the former

Carolyn Lehnhoff in 1991. He is also survi ved by
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three daughters, Challis Thiessen (husband
Archer) of Santa Fe, NM, Susan Upchurch of San
Diego, and Lolli Bryan of Clarkdale, AZ. Also a
grandson, Paul Thiessen of Baltimore, MD; and
three stepdaughters, Jane Stockwell (husband
Michael), Catherine Giovanisci (Stephen) and
Jacqueline Beland (Stephen), all of Southern Calif.
The family asks that those wishing to do so, may
make a memorial contribution in Mr. Letton's
name to either Villa Esperanza in Pasadena or the
St. Edmund's Episcopal Church in Sa n Marino.
FOREST LAWN MORTUARY.

Published by Pasadena Star-News on Nov. 6, 2002.

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pasadenastarnews/name/harry-letton-
obituary?pid=579673

Father:
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Charles Blair Letton

Light of the Nebraska Bar
lost a good ecitizen, an upright judge, and a
lovable man when Charles Blair Letton r-d.

Modest almost to self-effacement, Letton's long
service as an associate justice of the N court
wWas & of unremitting service to the people. He was
thoroughly grounded in the law, but he had ons
more eminently fitting him for the responsibilities of his high
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Testimonial to his father, Charles Blair Letton, “Omaha (NE) Evening Bee-News” Wednesday 4 May
1932 p 20

Mother:
26. 1045—Althera
of Li . Neb.: wife

. fo eb
of Witulie Secks Bl ety
W -y -
: . Mo :
o-i“ t

ve. onday” morh

Obituary of mother Althera Hosmer Pike Letton - “Detroit (Ml) Free Press” Sunday 28 Oct 1945 p 18
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Brother:

Judge and Mrs. Charles B. Letton
Jeft Saturday evening for Boulder,
Colorado, to be present at the mar-
riage of their son, Willlam A. Letton
'to Miss Alta Webber, which will take
9! ltthoholmo(tmbﬂdolu

coln He I8 a graduate of the Univer.
| sty of Nebraska and Is a member of
‘the Kappa Sigma fraternity. A short
| time ago he was made cashler of the
' Farmers State Bank, of Plymouth,
Neb. Mr, and Mrs. Letton will make
their home at FPlymouth after their
muﬂm

Marrlage of brother William A. Letton to Alta Webber on 15 Jan 1917 in Boulder CO - “Lincoln (NE)
Star” Sunday 14 Jan 1917 p 15

Name: Harry Letton Pike (Sr.)

Name variations: middle name spelled Pipe on Tuscania passenger list — university nickname:
“Pike”

Military:

On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals - captain

Serial number: Army officers in WWI were not assigned serial numbers

Entered service from: Springfield, Sangamon IL

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Harry PIPE Letton

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. H.P. Letton, 431 S. 7th St., Springfield IL

Returned from war on: "Walter A. Luckenbach" Mar 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Harry P. Letton

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Ethel K. Letton, 1732 Ryons St., Lincoln NE (captain,
Reg. HQ, 26th Engrs)

World War | draft registration (1917):

Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate
Enlisted

Discharged

Address:

Rank/unit:

Birth & death:
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Born: 28 Feb 1886 Fairbury, Jefferson NE

Died: 30 Mar 1934 Chicago, Cook IL (St. Luke's Hospital, where he had gone 12 days earlier for
treatment of a heart condition)

Find A Grave record: 88476862 — photo — presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower

Burial location: Omaha, Douglas NE

Cemetery: Forest Lawn Memorial Park

Tombstone:

Father: Charles Blair Letton, 25 Oct 1853 Edinburgh, Scotland — 1 May 1932 Lincoln, Lancaster NE.
Son of William Henry Letton & Agnes Michie. The family emigrated to the US in 1869, settling near
Bower in Jefferson Co. NE They then moved to Beatrice NE & in 1873 to Fairbury, Jefferson NE.
Served as judge on the NE Supreme Court. Buried in Fairbury Cemetery, Fairbury, Jefferson NE.
Find A Grave: 110993110

Mother: Althera Hosmer Pike Letton, 5Jul 1863 Carmel, Penobscot ME - 26 Oct 1945 Highland
Park, Wayne MI. Daughter of Silas Symonds Pike & Olive Ranger Green. Active in the Daughters of
the American Revolution. Buried in Fairbury Cemetery, Fairbury, Jefferson NE. F: 110993182

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage: 2 Sep 1885 Fairbury, Jefferson NE

Spouse: Ethel Kirby Letton, 8 Dec 1886 Liberty, Gage NE —Feb 1975 Lancaster Co. NE. SSN 508-
10-6613. Daughter of Robert H. Kirby (1858-1935) & Ida Emma Cunningham (1861-1952). Buried in
Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Omaha, Douglas NE.

Spouse Find A Grave: 88476926

Marriage: 18 Nov 1911 Springfield IL

Children:

e Harry Pike Letton Jr., 12 Apr 1915 Chicago, Cook IL — 29 Oct 2002 San Marino, Los Angeles
CA. SSN 050-18-9502. Married on 31 Aug 1938 in Lancaster Co. NE to Carolyn E. Lehnhoff,
daughter of Henry J. Lehnhoff & Rae Challis. She died in 1991; he remarried in 1992, to
Anne. Graduate of the U of NE, of the U of NE Law School & of Harvard University Law
School. Served in the US Navy in WWII.

Sibling:
e William Adam Letton, 27 Dec 1889 Fairbury, Jefferson NE - 11 Nov 1993 CO. Attorney.
Married in Boulder CO on 15 Jan 1917 to Alta Webber (1892-1990, F: 139496137). Buried in
Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 139496113

Notes:

Descended on his mother’s side from Revolutionary War soldiers Silas Symonds (1758-1840) &
Captain William Symonds, of Vermont.

Pre-war:
Graduate of Fairbury (NE) High School 1904.

Graduate of the University of Nebraska 1909 with a B.S. in civil engineering.
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Wartime:

"Lincoln (NE) Journal Star" 9 Feb 1918 p 1- telegram received by Judge C.B. Letton 9 Feb read
"Buncrana - Arrived well. Letton." A University of NE student, known as Pike.

“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - 12 more men reported safe, among them Captain
Harry Letton of the Engineers’ Reserve Corps. His wife is living at the home of her sister, Mrs. Frank
L. Britton [sic/Brittin, i.e. Edna Kirby Brittin, Ethel Kirby Letton’s twin sister], 4722 Sheridan Rd.

Post-war:
Obituary:
Numerous articles nationwide that he is critically ill & then dies.

"Nebraska State Journal" 31 Mar 1934 p 14 - photo —resident of 1919 "E" St., Lincoln NE. Consulting
engineer, d. 30 Mar 1934 at St. Luke's Hospital, Chicago, where he went 12 days earlier to receive
treatment from a heart specialist from Northwestern University. Had been ill several months. Son
of late Charles B. Letton, former NE Supreme Court judge. A civil engineer considered an expert on
municipal waterworks. Graduate U of NE 1909, also studied at MIT.

Sanitary engineer for the city of Providence Rl in 1911. With NJ State Board of Health until 1913,
then with US Public Health Service until 1919. Enlisted in Chicago as a lieutenant, trained at Ft.
Leavenworth. Was on the Tuscania; taken by trawler to Londonderry, Ireland. Was in France the
next 15 months as a sanitary officer, inspected drinking water. Was the 1st commander of the
Lincoln NE American Legion. Was the 1st sanitary engineer for the state of NE (1916-17). Member
of many clubs & associations. Survived by wife Ethel, son Harry P. Jr, mother Mrs. C.B. Letton &
brother. The body is being returned to Lincoln NE on1 Apr 1934. Harry returned to Lincoln NE in
1919 & was Grant, Fulton & Letton. Also for a number of years worked with Burns-Potter.

Social Security number:
Censuses:

1900 Fairbury, Jefferson NE - 10" St.

Charles B. Letton [misindexed as LETTON and LITTON], 46 Scotland, Oct 1853, father b. England,
mother b. Scotland, emigrated 1869, naturalized, married 15 years, district court judge

Althera, 37 ME, Jul 1863, father b. NH, mother b. VT, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living

Henry P., 14 NE, Feb 1886, school

William A., 9 NE, Dec 1889, school

& servant Anna Hartman, 30 Germany, Dec 1869

1910 Lincoln, Lancaster NE
Charles B. LETTEN, 56 Scotland, parents b. England, emigrated 1869, naturalized, married 24
years, lawyer, judge Supreme Court
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Althera, 48 ME, parents b. VT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living
Harry P., 23 NE, civil engineer
William A., 20 NE

1920 Lincoln, Lancaster NE — 1921 S. 16™ St. — conducted 6 Jan 1920

Harry P. Letton, 34 NE, father b. Scotland, mother b. ME, engineer, consulting
Ethel, 33 NE, parents b. IL

Harry P., 4 years 8 months IL

1930 Lincoln, Lancaster NE — 2845 Maure (spelling?) Ave.

Harry P. Letton, 43 NE, father b. Scotland, mother b. ME, age 25 at 1°* marriage, salesman,
securities

Ethel K., 43 NE, parents b. IL

Harry P., 14 IL



