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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Letton, Harry Pike (Sr.) 
1886 NE – 1934 IL 
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Harry Pike Letton – Find A Grave 88476862 

 

 
Harry Pike Letton – “Nebraska State Journal” (Lincoln NE) 31 Mar 1934 p 14 

 
From Find A Grave 88476862: 
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Eulogy – “Nebraska State Journal” Tuesday 3 Apr 1934 p 12 
 

 
“Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Omaha (NE) Daily Bee” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 4 

 
 

start 
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“Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Wednesday 6 May 1931 p 6 
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“Lincoln (NE) Star” Sunday 5 Feb 1933 p 25 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Obituary of wife Ethel Kirby Letton – “Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Sunday 2 Mar 1975 p 40 
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Son: 
 

 
Marriage of son Harry Pike Letton Jr. to Carolyn E. Lehnhoff – “Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Friday 26 
Aug 1938 p 15  
 
 

    
Harry Pike Letton Jr., University of Nebraska 1935 yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-
00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=469660310 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=469660310
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40146_b086485-00087?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=469660310
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pasadenastarnews/name/harry-letton-
obituary?pid=579673  
 
Father: 
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Testimonial to his father, Charles Blair Letton, “Omaha (NE) Evening Bee-News” Wednesday 4 May 
1932 p 20 
 

Mother: 

 
Obituary of mother Althera Hosmer Pike Letton - “Detroit (MI) Free Press” Sunday 28 Oct 1945 p 18 
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Brother: 

 

 

 
Marriage of brother William A. Letton to Alta Webber on 15 Jan 1917 in Boulder CO – “Lincoln (NE) 
Star” Sunday 14 Jan 1917 p 15 
 
 
Name: Harry Letton Pike (Sr.) 
Name variations:  middle name spelled Pipe on Tuscania passenger list – university nickname: 
“Pike” 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals - captain 
Serial number:  Army officers in WWI were not assigned serial numbers 
Entered service from:  Springfield, Sangamon IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Harry PIPE Letton 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Mrs. H.P. Letton, 431 S. 7th St., Springfield IL 
Returned from war on:  "Walter A. Luckenbach" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Harry P. Letton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mrs. Ethel K. Letton, 1732 Ryons St., Lincoln NE (captain, 
Reg. HQ, 26th Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate 
Enlisted  
Discharged  
Address:   
Rank/unit:   
 
Birth & death: 
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Born: 28 Feb 1886 Fairbury, Jefferson NE  
Died: 30 Mar 1934 Chicago, Cook IL (St. Luke's Hospital, where he had gone 12 days earlier for 
treatment of a heart condition)  
Find A Grave record:  88476862 – photo – presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location:  Omaha, Douglas NE 
Cemetery:  Forest Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Charles Blair Letton, 25 Oct 1853 Edinburgh, Scotland – 1 May 1932 Lincoln, Lancaster NE. 
Son of William Henry Letton & Agnes Michie. The family emigrated to the US in 1869, settling near 
Bower in Jefferson Co. NE They then moved to Beatrice NE & in 1873 to Fairbury, Jefferson NE. 
Served as judge on the NE Supreme Court. Buried in Fairbury Cemetery, Fairbury, Jefferson NE. 
Find A Grave:  110993110 
 
Mother:  Althera Hosmer Pike Letton, 5 Jul 1863 Carmel, Penobscot ME – 26 Oct 1945 Highland 
Park, Wayne MI. Daughter of Silas Symonds Pike & Olive Ranger Green. Active in the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. Buried in Fairbury Cemetery, Fairbury, Jefferson NE. F: 110993182 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  2 Sep 1885 Fairbury, Jefferson NE 
 
Spouse:  Ethel Kirby Letton, 8 Dec 1886 Liberty, Gage NE – Feb 1975 Lancaster Co. NE. SSN 508-
10-6613. Daughter of Robert H. Kirby (1858-1935) & Ida Emma Cunningham (1861-1952). Buried in 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Omaha, Douglas NE. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  88476926 
Marriage: 18 Nov 1911 Springfield IL 
 
Children: 

• Harry Pike Letton Jr., 12 Apr 1915 Chicago, Cook IL – 29 Oct 2002 San Marino, Los Angeles 
CA. SSN 050-18-9502. Married on 31 Aug 1938 in Lancaster Co. NE to Carolyn E. Lehnhoff, 
daughter of Henry J. Lehnhoff & Rae Challis. She died in 1991; he remarried in 1992, to 
Anne. Graduate of the U of NE, of the U of NE Law School & of Harvard University Law 
School. Served in the US Navy in WWII.  

 
Sibling:  

• William Adam Letton, 27 Dec 1889 Fairbury, Jefferson NE – 11 Nov 1993 CO. Attorney. 
Married in Boulder CO on 15 Jan 1917 to Alta Webber (1892-1990, F: 139496137). Buried in 
Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Denver CO. F: 139496113 

 
Notes:  
 
Descended on his mother’s side from Revolutionary War soldiers Silas Symonds (1758-1840) & 
Captain William Symonds, of Vermont. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Graduate of Fairbury (NE) High School 1904. 
 
Graduate of the University of Nebraska 1909 with a B.S. in civil engineering. 
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Wartime: 
 
"Lincoln (NE) Journal Star" 9 Feb 1918 p 1- telegram received by Judge C.B. Letton 9 Feb read 
"Buncrana - Arrived well. Letton." A University of NE student, known as Pike.  
 
“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – 12 more men reported safe, among them Captain 
Harry Letton of the Engineers’ Reserve Corps. His wife is living at the home of her sister, Mrs. Frank 
L. Britton [sic/Brittin, i.e. Edna Kirby Brittin, Ethel Kirby Letton’s twin sister], 4722 Sheridan Rd. 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Numerous articles nationwide that he is critically ill & then dies. 
 
"Nebraska State Journal" 31 Mar 1934 p 14 - photo – resident of 1919 "E" St., Lincoln NE. Consulting 
engineer, d. 30 Mar 1934 at St. Luke's Hospital, Chicago, where he went 12 days earlier to receive 
treatment from a heart specialist from Northwestern University. Had been ill several months. Son 
of late Charles B. Letton, former NE Supreme Court judge. A civil engineer considered an expert on 
municipal waterworks. Graduate U of NE 1909, also studied at MIT. 
 
Sanitary engineer for the city of Providence RI in 1911. With NJ State Board of Health until 1913, 
then with US Public Health Service until 1919. Enlisted in Chicago as a lieutenant, trained at Ft. 
Leavenworth. Was on the Tuscania; taken by trawler to Londonderry, Ireland. Was  in France the 
next 15 months as a sanitary officer, inspected drinking water. Was the 1st commander of the 
Lincoln NE American Legion. Was the 1st sanitary engineer for the state of NE (1916-17). Member 
of many clubs & associations. Survived by wife Ethel, son Harry P. Jr, mother Mrs. C.B. Letton & 
brother. The body is being returned to Lincoln NE on1 Apr 1934. Harry returned to Lincoln NE in 
1919 & was Grant, Fulton & Letton. Also for a number of years worked with Burns-Potter.   
 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Fairbury, Jefferson NE - 10th St. 
Charles B. Letton [misindexed as LETTON and LITTON], 46 Scotland, Oct 1853, father b. England, 
mother b. Scotland, emigrated 1869, naturalized, married 15 years, district court judge 
Althera, 37 ME, Jul 1863, father b. NH, mother b. VT, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Henry P., 14 NE, Feb 1886, school 
William A., 9 NE, Dec 1889, school 
& servant Anna Hartman, 30 Germany, Dec 1869 
 
1910 Lincoln, Lancaster NE  
Charles B. LETTEN, 56 Scotland, parents b. England, emigrated 1869, naturalized, married 24 
years, lawyer, judge Supreme Court 
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Althera, 48 ME, parents b. VT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Harry P., 23 NE, civil engineer 
William A., 20 NE 
 
1920 Lincoln, Lancaster NE – 1921 S. 16th St. – conducted 6 Jan 1920 
Harry P. Letton, 34 NE, father b. Scotland, mother b. ME, engineer, consulting 
Ethel, 33 NE, parents b. IL 
Harry P., 4 years 8 months IL 
 
1930 Lincoln, Lancaster NE – 2845 Maure (spelling?) Ave. 
Harry P. Letton, 43 NE, father b. Scotland, mother b. ME, age 25 at 1st marriage, salesman, 
securities 
Ethel K., 43 NE, parents b. IL 
Harry P., 14 IL 
 
 


