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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Lessig, Stanley Leland, Sr. 
1888 PA – 1944 NY 
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Stanley Leland Lessig – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_649063_0443-
04006?pId=1686485  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-27FQ-
S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7BXR-S3N2  
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G3YZ-BWY  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60884/images/41744_3421606187_0001-
01816?pId=1079616  

 

 
“Scranton (PA) Tribune” Tuesday 12 Mar 1918 p 13 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 5 

 
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father Gedness (George) Lessig, which does not mention Stanley or Harry Lessig – 

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 31 Jul 1929 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1582/images/31083_168983-
00036?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5536 
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PA death certificate of father Gedness Lessig (1858-1929) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406260_0647-
00728?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=3818702 

 
Mother: 
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PA death certificate of mother Mary Jane Arnold Lessig Blakely - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0530-
02908?pId=3265340  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0530-02908?pId=3265340
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421401696_0530-02908?pId=3265340
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Obituary of Mary Jane Arnold Lessig Blakely – “Scranton (PA) Times- Tribune” Saturday 23 Jul 1932 

p 20 
 

 
“Wilkes-Barre (PA) Times Leader” Wednesday 5 Jun 1918 p 7 
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Misspells groom’s name which is BLAKELY – “Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Wednesday 12 Jun 

1918 p 4 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6LJ3-F11?cc=1589502  
 

Sibling: 
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Marriage of brother Harry Ellwood Lessig - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61368/images/TH-267-12352-48340-
42?pId=1050069105  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61368/images/TH-267-12352-48340-42?pId=1050069105
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61368/images/TH-267-12352-48340-42?pId=1050069105
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Obituary of brother Harry Ellwood Lessig – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Thursday 29 Dec 1955 p 25 
 
Son: 
 

 
Obituary of son Stanley Leland Lessig Jr. “Central New Jersey Home News” (New Brunswick NJ) 
Tuesday 12 Aug 1997 p 18 
        

Brother-in-law 
 



18 
 

 

  
Obituary of Minnie Duicho Lessig’s brother Gustave Duicho (1892-1963) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0746-
00794?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=300cd20dec5a9d40674b6b1f245c46a1&usePUB=tru

e&_phsrc=hFB26819&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=605721733 
Name: Stanley Leland Lessig (Sr.) 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0746-00794?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=300cd20dec5a9d40674b6b1f245c46a1&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26819&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=605721733
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0746-00794?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=300cd20dec5a9d40674b6b1f245c46a1&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26819&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=605721733
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606187_0746-00794?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=300cd20dec5a9d40674b6b1f245c46a1&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26819&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=605721733
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Arrest of his stepbrother James Baylor – “Allentown (PA) Leader” Wednesday 3 Jun 1914 p 11 

 
Health testimonials: 
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By fther Gedness Lessig - “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 20 Feb 1924 p 8 
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Stepmother Mary Elizabeth Thorp Baylor Lessig – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Friday 6 Oct 1916 p 
8 
 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, then 315th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number:  249,813 
Entered service from:  Scranton, Lackawanna PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stanley L. Lessig 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mary J. Arnold, 236 Wyoming Ave., Scranton PA 
Returned from war on:  "Mauretania" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Stanley L. Lessig 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Mary J. Arnold, 236 Wyoming Ave., Scranton PA (sgt, 
315th Aero Service Sq) [mother's maiden name is Arnold] 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Stanley Leland Lessig -  b. 11 Apr 1888 Stroudsburg PA; res: 
109 Wyoming Ave., Scranton PA. Single. Marine fireman, Lehigh Valley Trans. Co., Buffalo NY. 
Military experience: 6 years, sergeant, 13th PA Infantry. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Stanley Leland Lessig, Sr. - b. 11 Apr 1888 Stroudsburg PA; 
res:  
273-1/2 W. 22nd St., NY, NY. No NOK. Employed at Newman's Dept., 18th St. & 8th Ave. No 
height or weight reported.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 16 Dec 1918 
Address:  522 Myrtle St., Scranton PA 
Rank/unit:  sergeant, 315th Aero Squadron 
 
PA, WWI service card – Stanley L. Lessig, serial 249813, resident of 236 Wyoming Ave., Scranton, 
Lackawanna PA. Born Strandsburg [sic] PA. Enlisted in Army at Columbus Barracks OH on 16 Aug 
1917 at age 29 years 4 months. In 100th Aero Squadron to 16 Aug 1918 – in American Detachment 
No. 1 Wireless School South Farmborough to 21 Nov 1918 – in 1107th Replacement Sc to 23 Nov 
1918 – in 315th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to sergeant. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 1 Dec 
1919. Discharged 16 Dec 1918. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Apr 1888 Shroudsburg, Monroe PA  
Died: 6 Jun 1944 Manhattan, NY, NY   
Find A Grave record:  2735335 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Long Island National  
Tombstone:    
 
Father:  Gedness (George/Jed) Lessig, 24 Mar 1858 PA – 30 Jul 1929 Allentown, Lehigh PA. Son of 
George Lessig & Annamaria Hinkel. Scranton alderman Jessie B. Bahler brought suit against 
Gedness in 1903 because his wife had left him to be with Gedness.  
Gedness’s 2nd wife was Mary Elizabeth Thorp/Thorpe Baylor, 10 Mar 1861 NJ – 23 Aug 1930 PA, 
daughter of William Thorp. Mary Elizabeth had married Jesse Baylor in 1881; they had 5 children. By 
Gedness, she had a daughter, Lillian Lessig. 
Gedness was a “deaf-mute” (a term no longer used; only “deaf” is used). 
Painter by occupation. Died in Allentown Hospital, Allentown, Lehigh PA. Buried in Custards 
Cemetery, Bartonsville, Monroe PA according to PA death certificate but not on Find A Grave as of 
19 Aug 2021. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Mary Jane Arnold Lessig Blakely, b. 7 Apr 1863 PA [PA death certificate does not include 
year] - 21 Jul 1932 Scranton PA – 21 Jul 1932 Scranton, Lackawanna PA. Daughter of Charles Arnold 
(1828-1892) & Hannah Storms (1828-1892). After divorce from Gedness Lessig, she reverted to her 
maiden surname of Arnold. She & Gedness had 2 sons: Harry & Stanley. Obituary in the "Scranton 
(PA) Times-Tribune" 23 Jul 1932 p 20 Mrs. Mary Arnold Blakely, of 131 Penn Ave., d. 21 Jul 1932. 
Survived by 2 sons Stanley Lessig (Scranton PA) & Harry Lessig (Philadelphia PA), 2 brothers & 2 
sisters (Edwin Arnold, Mt. Pocono, Frank, Ella, Margaret of Hallestead PA. – PA death certificate: 
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died at age 69 years, 3 months, 14 days. Buried in Tannersville Union Cemetery, Tannersville, 
Monroe PA. 
Find A Grave:  107729458 
Parents’ marriage:  8 Oct 1884 Tannersville, Monroe PA in the United Church of Christ. 
 
Spouse:  Wilhelmina (Minnie) Duicho Lessig, b. 5 Mar 1897 PA -    . Daughter of Gustave Duchio (b. 
13 Aug 1853 France, d. 7 Jul 1914, son of Ernest & Wilhelmina Duicho, buried in Montrose 
Cemetery, Philadelphia PA) & Caroline Read/Reed/Redt (b. Germany). Her surname is spelled 
Ducho on Stanley’s PA veterans’ compensation claim. Her brother Gustave E, Duchio (6 Feb 1892- 
28 Jul 1963 Bryn Mawr, Montgomery PA) is buried in Longwood Cemetery, Kennett Square, Chester 
PA, F: 135756407.  His PA death certificate lists his father as Gustave Duicho & Caroline Reed.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 3 Mar 1919 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. Minnie was a resident of 40 Nolan St., 
Merchantville NJ. First marriage for both.  
 
Children: 

• Stanley Leland Lessig Jr., 25 Oct 1920 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 10 Aug 1997 New 
Brunswick City, Middlesex NJ. SSN 085-18-3404. On his WWII draft registration (1942), he 
resided at 273 W. 22nd, Manhattan NY; NOK was his father [not named]; not employed. He 
was a master sergeant in WWII & Korea. Survived by wife Helga. Buried in Brig. Gen. Wm. C. 
Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery, ARNEYTOWN, Burlington NJ. F: 55541159  

 
Sibling:  

• Harry Ellwood Lessig, 23 May 1886 Stroudsburg, Monroe PA – 27 Dec 1955 Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia PA. SSN 172-52-7316. WWII draft (1942): resident of Philadelphia PA. Married 
Emilie Buff Hoch (1888-1982) in 1911 in Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. She later married 
William Joseph Kennedy (1891-1954) on 30 Jun 1945 in Wilmington, New Castle DE & is 
buried as Kennedy, F: 121233051. Married Matilda R. Steele Scott, daughter of Steward & 
Jennie Steele, on 10 Oct 1942 Wilmington, New Castle DE – 2nd marriage for both. Harry is 
buried in Valley Forge Memorial Gardens, King of Prussia, Montgomery PA, which is only 
37% photographed on Find A Grave as of 19 Aug 2021. 

 
Half-sibling: by his father Gedness Lessig’s 2nd marriage, to Mary Elizabeth Thorp Baylor: 

• Lillian L. Lessig, 29 Jan 1903 PA – 14 Oct 1910 Catasauqua, Lehigh PA. 
 
Notes: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/9327772/person/182184198783/facts  
 
Pre-war: 
 
His father - “Allentown (PA) Leader” 11 Feb 1903 p 1 – Mr. Jessie B. Bahler [sic/Baylor] had George 
Lessig of Allentown PA arrested because Bahler's wife left him to go with Lessig. Both Bahler & 
Lessig are "deaf mutes." [Gedness (George) Lessig married Mary Thorpe Baylor ca. 1902, according 
to census estimation.] 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/9327772/person/182184198783/facts
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 11 Feb 1903 p 1 
 
"Scranton (PA) Republican" 15 Oct 1907 p 5 - Co. C, 13th Infantry National Guard holds 1st military 
promenade of season 23 Oct, unit includes Pvt. Stanley Lessig & Pvt. Harry Lessig (likely his 
brother) 
 
"Scranton (PA) Republican" 13 Jan 1911 p 5 - 22-year-old Stanley Lessig surrendered to police who 
had been looking for him for days since he took/stole his friend's overcoat from an Army recruiting 
station on Lackawanna while his friend was taking his physical exam. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Allentown (PA) Democrat" 17 Aug 1917 p 5 - enlistments at the Commonwealth Building on 16 Aug 
1917 included Stanley Lessig, Scranton PA, in the aviation corps. 
 
"Scranton (PA) Republican" 9 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo - Sgt. Lessig, son of Mrs. Mary J. Arnold of 236 
Wyoming Ave., Scranton was on the ship. 
 
"Allentown (PA) Morning Call" 13 Feb 1918 p 5 seems to identify father. Parents listed as Mr. & Mrs. 
George Lessig, 172 Oak St., Allentown PA. Stanley came to Allentown from Buffalo NY the last part 
of Oct 1917 & enlisted from the Commonwealth Building recruiting station. Went with 1st Lehigh 
Aero Squadron to Kelly Field TX. After 3 months went to Mineola NY where he was promoted to 
sergeant. Was a fireman on Great Lakes steamships (agrees with WWI draft). 
 
"Scranton (PA) Republican" 12 Mar 1918 p 13 - mother Mrs. Mary G. Arnold, Wyoming Ave., got a 
brief letter from him dated 10 Feb not saying much about Tuscania. 
 
"Scranton (PA) Times" 12 Jun 1918 p 4 - Mrs. Mary J. Arnold, 226 Wyoming Ave., married Richard A. 
Blakeny [sic], of Cleveland OH on 4 Jun 1918 in Wilkes-Barre PA. She is the mother of Stanley L. 
Lessig (rescued from Tuscania) & Harry E. Lessig (commissary department, Long Island NY). The 
couple will remain in Scranton PA until early Aug 1918 & then move to Cleveland or Seattle, where 
the groom has oil interests.  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
When he applies on 6 Feb 1934 to PA for veteran’s compensation, he reports he served in the 
military 16 Aug 1917 to 16 Dec 1918. Serial 249813. Resided at Linden St., Scranton PA when he 
entered the Army. Currently living at 210 Franklin Ave., Scranton PA. Was inducted into Army at 
Harrisburg PA. Born 11 Apr 1888 Stroudsburg PA. Wife Minnie Ducho Lessig of Philadelphia PA; one 
minor child: Stanley L. Jr. Father & mother dead. In 100th Aero Squadron from 16 Aug 1917 for 11 
months. In 1107th Aero Squadron for 4 ½ months. In 315th Aero Squadron for 2 weeks, to 16 Dec 
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1918. Promoted to sergeant Oct 1917. Oveseas 22 Jan 1917 to Dec 1918, discharged 16 Dec 1918 
at Mineola, Long Island NY. Was paid $10 per month for 16 months = $160.  
 
The age is wrong but maybe? "Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune"22 Nov 1926 p 3 - Harry Garren, living in 
his car, arrested for public drunkenness with Stanley Lessig, 34, 134 Franklin Ave., Scranton 
 
"Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune" 19 Dec 1933 p 9 - Stanley Lessig Sr. & Stanley Lessig Jr. get $250 
damages from John Ray whose car hit Jr. in the rear of Franklin Public School 30 Oct 1933 
 
Obituary: 
 
NYC Death Record: Stanley Lessig, d. 6 Jun 1944 Manhattan, NYC, NY. Resident of 273 W. 22nd St. 
Age 56. Marital status unknown. Born 11 Apr 1888 Stroudsburg PA. Mother was Mary Jane. Burial 21 
Jun 1944 Long Island National Cemetery. 
  
Social Security number: 103-20-0489 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pocono, Monroe PA 
Edwin C. Arnold, 39 PA 
Annie E. Arnold, 36 PA [wife] 
Arthur G. Arnold, 11 PA [son] 
Florence M. Arnold, 7 PA [daughter] 
Walter A. Arnold, 21 PA [nephew] 
Stanley Lessig, 12 PA, Apr 1888, parents b. PA, at school [nephew] 
John Werkhiser, 16 PA [nephew] 
Maggie Arnold, 28 PA, single, parents b. PA [sister] 
Elizabeth Ruehlman, 67 Germany [mother] 
George W. Eagler, 59 PA [boarder] 
 
1930 Scranton, Lackawanna PA – 131 Penn Ave. 
Mary Blakely, 64 PA, widow, parents b. PA 
Stanley Lessig, 36 PA, divorced, parents b. PA, linoleum layer, furniture store, WWI veteran 
Stanley Lessig, 9 PA, parents b. PA 
 
1940 NY, NY – W. 23rd St. 
Molly Terri, 22 NY, packet boat operator 
Joan Terri, 3 NY [daughter] 
John Murray O’Keefe, 46 Canada, pipe coverer, asbestos pipe line [roomer] 
Stanley L. Lessig, 47 PA, widowed, linoleum layer, private [roomer] 
Stanley L. Lessig Jr., 19 PA [son of roomer] 
 
 
 


