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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Leitz, William Edward 
1886 LA – 1941 TX 
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Serial number agrees with return passenger list; birthdate of 2 Oct 1886? -  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L9PR-
6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7Y2L-VRPZ  

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L9PR-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7Y2L-VRPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L9PR-6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7Y2L-VRPZ
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TX WWI military record – note Tuscania sailing date - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3S9-

K?i=388&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JCBC  

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L9PR-

6?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7Y2L-VRPZ 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3S9-K?i=388&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JCBC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3S9-K?i=388&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JCBC
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062201-
00801?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26418&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2308130
2  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062201-00801?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26418&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23081302
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062201-00801?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26418&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23081302
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062201-00801?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26418&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=23081302
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death certificate of Mary Elle Shanohan Leitz, died 3 (4?) Feb 1911 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS98-V46H-5?cc=3559088 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS98-V46H-5?cc=3559088
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGVC-YSBG  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGVC-26BZ  
 

 

https://www.fold3.com/image/604132752?rec=623271266&terms=outgoing,leitz,William  
      
Father: 
 

 
Obituary of father Anthony Leitz – “New Orleans (LA) Times-Democrat” Sunday 11 Jun 1905 p 2 
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Obituary of brother Ambose Frederick Leitz – “Houston (TX) Chronicle” Saturday 4 Jan 1936 p 11 – 
from Find A Grave 66677270 
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TX death certificate of brother Ambrose Frederick Leitz – his mother’s name of Lillian Bernice 

should read “Lillian Bernius” - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062102-

01929?pId=772765161 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062102-01929?pId=772765161
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062102-01929?pId=772765161
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Son Albert Anthony Leitz – “Tallahassee (TN) Democrat” Sunday 28 Mar 1943 p 6 
 
 



12 
 

 

 
News of the Minneapolis Millers baseball team, as Albert Anthony Leitz leaves for GA – 

“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 31 Mar 1935 p 5 
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Hmm? “Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Wednesday 13 Jul 1960 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062424-
01507?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26450&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=2179986

3  
 

Father-in-law 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G46L-TTN  

 
Name: William Edward Leitz 
Name variations: draft card says he has no middle name 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1 - private 
Serial number:  251,484 
Entered service from:  New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William E. Leitz 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother-in-law Mrs. P. Sharahan, 2702 Magazine St., New Orleans LA 
Returned from war on:  "Mount Vernon" Mar/Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William E. LIETZ 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Lillian L.  Lietz [sic], 2702 Magazine St., New Orleans 
LA (cook, 104th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Wm. Edward Leitz - b. 2 Oct 1886 New Orleans LA; res: 18 
Fremont, Galveston TX. Single. Dependents: 2 orphaned children under age 12. Bartender, Ruby 
Bar, 418 – 22nd. Card is signed William E. Leitz. Medium height & build. 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G46L-TTN
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 9 Oct 1917 
Discharged 21 Apr 1919 
Address:  2308 Avenue H, Galveston TX 
Rank/unit:  cook, Co. L, 104th Infantry 
 
TX, WWI military record: 
William E. Leitz, serial 251484, resident of 718 – 23rd St., Galveston TX. Inducted into Army at 
Galveston TX at age 31 years on 8 Oct 1917. Born New Orleans LA. In 25th Co, 7th Training Battalion, 
165th Depot Brigade to ---; in Co. L, 104th Infantry to discharge. Promoted to cook 7 Jul 1918. In 
engagements at the Marne; Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, Troyon, Meuse-Argonne. Slightly wounded 28 
Oct 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 5 Apr 1919. Discharged 21 Apr 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 2 Oct 1886 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA  [LA birth record & TX death record list birthdate 
as 3 Oct 1886]  
Died: 11 May 1941 Galveston, Galveston TX  
Find A Grave record:  100426647 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower, asked contributor to 
add text  
Burial location:  Galveston, Galveston TX 
Cemetery:  Calvary 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone - Cook, 104 Inf. 26 Div.  
  
Father:  Anthony Leitz, 18 Mar 1864 LA – 7 Jun 1905 New Orleans, Jefferson or Orleans Parish LA. 
Son of Ambrose Leitz Sr. (1836-1879, F: 11849882) & Louisa Eringer (1835-1911, F: 11758707). 
Buried in Lafayette Cemetery Number 1, New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. 
Find A Grave:  90726611 
 
Mother:  Lillian Bernius Leitz Glasser, Sep 1867 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 4 Apr 1939 New 
Orleans, Jefferson Parish LA. Daughter of Frederick Bernius (F: 67865959) & Johanah Derr (F: 
67865960).  
After her marriage to Anthony Leitz, Lillian married Albert Eugene Grasser (also known as Graesser 
or Green). He had children from a previous marriage, Feredolitz & Hartylitz Graesser.  Albert was 
born 13 Nov 1871 in New Orleans LA to Julius Grasser & was a stove classer. He planned to work as 
a coal passer on the ship “Kilpatrick” on 4 Sep 1918; he was a resident of 1029 – 7th St., New 
Orleans LA at the time. A birth record for Albert Eugene Grasser lists his birthdate as 13 Nov 1870 in 
New Orleans LA, son of Julius Grasser & Catharine Gorman. Arthur died 11 Dec 1951 in Orleans 
Parish LA; had a SSN of 433-20-3735. 
Her LA death record lists her name as Lillian B.L. Grasser. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  6 Aug 1884 – Anton Leitz & Lillie Ann Bernius in Orleans Parish LA 
 
Spouse:  Ellen May/ May Ellen Shanahan (Sharahan), Jul 1886 LA (1900 census).- died at age 24 on 
3 Feb 1911 in LA. Daughter of Patrick J. Shananan (d. 10 Jun 1928 LA, son of Richard Shanahan) & 
Catherine White (d. 30 Oct 1926 New Orleans LA at age 67, daughter of Henry White & Mary 
Poland), who married 25 Oct 1884 in Orleans Parish LA. In the 1895 New Orleans LA city directory, 
Patrick Shanahan lived at 2907 Tchoupitoulas & was an engineer. William & May had 2 sons. When 
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William sails on Tuscania, he lists his mother-in-law – Mrs. P. Sharahan, of 2702 Magazine St., New 
Orleans LA – as his next-of-kin. LA death record lists William E. Leitz as her spouse.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Elizabeth/Bettie/Betty Meece? Woodruff? Hughes Leitz.   The Nora Ethel Hamburg listed as 
Bettie’s sister in the 1910 census is the daughter of John T. & Lura M. Meece, SSN 440-64-9241, b. 
18 Nov 1900 near Salt Fork OK & d. 3 Jun 1994. Nora Ethel Meece married Everett Marvin Hamburg. 
BUT – her Find A Grave 62006856 & other Meece obituaries do not mention a Betty, only Thelma F. 
Meece Cole.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
 
Children: by wife Mary Ellen Shanahan 

• William Patrick Leitz, 17 Nov 1906 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 30 Dec 1989 Putnam 
Co. FL. SSN 261-10-3785. WWII veteran. LA birth record lists as son of William Leitz & Ellen 
M. Shanahan. On his WWII (1942) draft registration, gives birthdate of 17 Nov 1908 New 
Orleans LA, resident of Palatka, Putnam FL, NOK wife Mrs. Edwina Lorinne Leitz. Husband 
of Edwina C. (“Winnie”) (1916 LA – 2000 FL, F: 105363936). Edwina’s Find A Grave record 
says she was born & raised in New Orleans LA, where she met & married William. Buried in 
Palatka Memorial Gardens, Palatka, Putnam FL. F: 105364005. 

• Albert Anthony Leitz, 25 Sep 1909 New Orleans, Orleans LA -  Feb 1970 (alternative: 23 May 
1970). SSN 252-16-0508. LA birth record lists as son of William Leitz & Ellen Shanahan. 
Married to Helena Weihmann. – In the 1940 census of Waycross GA, Albert A. Leitz, 30 LA, 
baseball player for the Waycross Baseball Association, lived with his wife Helen (26 LA) & 
son Albert A. Jr. (2 MN). On his WWII draft registration, he lived at 1110 Cleo St., Waycross 
GA, was born 25 Sep 1909 New Orleans LA, NOK his mother-in-law Mrs. William Cashen of 
1169 Annunciation, New Orleans LA, employed by the Waycross Baseball Association, 
Waycross GA. Card was signed “Al Leitz.” – Served in the Army 18 Dec 1944 to 23 Jun 1945.  

 
Stepson: son of wife Betty, appears to be: 

• Frank J. Hughes, 25 May 1905 [or 25 Aug 1905] Galveston, Galveston TX – 20 Apr 1953 
Galveston, Galveston TX. His TX baptismal record shows his name (Latinized) as 
Fransciseum Winter Hughes, born 25 May 1902 Galveston TX, baptized at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Galveston TX on 1 Nov 1902, son of Francisii W. Hughes & Eliz. 
Woodreuff. His TX death certificate lists him as the son of Frank Hughes & Betty Woodruff. 
Buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Galveston, Galveston TX. F: 100427051 
 

 
Siblings: William was the 2nd child. 

• Albert Anthony Leitz, 15 Mar 1884 or Dec 1888 LA – 19 Nov 1933 New Orleans, Orleans LA. 
Birthdate found as 15 Mar 1884, but listed as Dec 1888 in the 1900 census/Married 9 Sep 
1908 in New Orleans LA to Helena Weihmann (1887-1970). Buried in Cypress Grove 
Cemetery, New Orleans, Orleans LA. F: 90162146 
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• Ambrose Frederick Leitz, 30 Oct 1884 [Oct 1883?] New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 3 Jan 
1936 Harris Co. TX. The 1900 census lists his birth in Oct 1883 & as the oldest of 6 children. 
Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 66677270   

• Anthony J. Leitz, 30 May 1889 New Orleans, Jefferson Parish LA – 27 Jul 1937 New Orleans, 
Jefferson Parish LA. Husband of Mary Ida Jamison (1888-1970). Buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, New Orleans, Orleans LA. F: 5022633 

• Frederick Leitz, 9 Jul 1891 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 17 Jul 1948 Orleans Parish LA. 
Married to Marion on his 1942 WWII draft registration; likely Marion Mohrmann (1895-1984, 
F: 89981215). Buried in Greenwood Cemetery with the Morhmann family, New Orleans, 
Orleans Parish LA. F: 89981203  

• Louis Leitz, 18 Mar 1892 LA –  
• Lawrence John Leitz, 27 Jul 1894 New Orleans, Jefferson Parish LA – 19 Oct 1918 New 

Orleans, Jefferson LA. Was skipped in 1900 census & Lillian says she has given birth to 6 
children, 6 of whom are living [which did not include him]. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, 
New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. F: 89981212 

• Hester Leitz, Jan 1895 LA – 1937 New Orleans, Jefferson Parish LA.  
 
Notes:  
 
Born as Edward William Leitz to Anthony Leitz & Lillian Bernius on 3 Oct 1886 in New Orleans LA. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
The only 1918 newspaper account located: “New York Times” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 6 – on board: 
Leitz, W.E., New Orleans LA. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1936 Galveston TX city directory: 
Leitz, William E. (Betty), bartender, Lloyd’s, resident of 1101 – 9th  
 
Obituary: 
 
Summarized from “New Orleans (LA) Times-Picayune” 25 May 1941 – son of Anthony Leitz & Lilly 
Bernius, wife Betty Hughes, sons Albert & William Jr.  
  
Social Security number: 453-01-4943 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 3125 Tchoupitoulas 
Andrew Leitz, 36 LA, May 1864, parents b. Germany, married 16 years, occupation is illegible but 
probably not the “saleslay” Ancestry.com indexed it as 
Lillian, 32 LA, Sep 1867, father b. Germany, mother b. France, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Ambros, 16 LA, Oct 1883 
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Wm., 14 LA, Oct 1885 
Albert, 11 LA, Dec 1888 
Fred, 9 LA, Jul 1890 
Louis, 7 LA, Jul 1892 
Hester, 5 LA, Jan 1895 
 
1900 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 2904 Tchoupitoulas – his 1st wife Mary/May Ellen 
Pat Shannahan, 43 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, married 15 years, emigrated 1871, in the US for 28 
years, naturalized, occupation cannot be deciphered 
Kate, 42 LA, Oct 1858, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 9 children, 6 are living 
Catiren, 14 LA, Aug 1885, at school 
Mary E., 14 (?) LA, Jul 1886, at school 
Annie, 11 LA, Feb 1889, at school 
Richard, 7 LA, Jul 1882 (?), at school 
John, 6 LA, Feb 1884 
Mary, 4 LA, Jul 1885 
Henry Lapouble, 16 LA, Sep 1883, at school [nephew] 
Oliva Lapouble, 14 LA, Sep 1885, at school [niece] 
Eugene, 13 LA, Jun 1886, at school [nephew] 
Henry White, 73 Ireland, Mar 1827, parents b. Ireland [father] 
 
1910 Galveston, Galveston TX – Avenue J – future wife Bettie 
Bettie Hughes, 31 TX, in 1st marriage, father b. VA, mother b. TX, saleslady, department store 
Frank Hughes, 8 TX, parents b. TX [son] 
Nora Hamburg, 31 TX, parents b. TX, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living, dressmaker, at home 
[sister] 
Myrtle Hamburg, 17 TX, parents b. TX, photographer, own place [niece] 
 
1920 Galveston, Galveston TX 
William LETZE, 33 LA, parents b. LA, iron works, wharf 
Bettie Letze, 33 TX, father b. NJ, mother b. TX 
Frank Hugh, 17 TX, parents b. TX, clerk, dry goods [son] [son of Bettie Hughes Leitz] 
& boarder John Beaurle, 38 IL, parents b. IL, carpenter, house 
 
1920 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 2708 Magazine St. – his 2 sons with his former in-laws 
Patrick Sheonahan, 63 RI, parents b. RI, engineer, stationary 
Catherine Sheonahan, 61 LA, parents b. Ireland 
John Sheonahan, 25 LA, father b. RI, mother b. LA, press feeder, paper office [son] 
Joseph Font, 25 LA, parents b. LA, machinist, ship yard [son-in-law] 
Catherine May Font, 25 RI [daughter] 
Edna May Font, 4 LA [granddaughter] 
Julius E. Font, 9 months LA [grandson] 
William Leitz, 10 LA, father b. TX, mother b. LA [grandson] 
Albert Leitz, 11 LA, father b. TX, mother b. LA [grandson] 
Eugene Labolle, 32 LA, screenman, river front [nephew] 
Olivia Whelan, 35 LA, waitress, restaurant [niece] 
Mary Whelan, 11 LA [grandniece] 
Edward Whelan, 6 LA [grandnephew] 
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1930 Galveston, Galveston TX – 910 Avenue J 
William E. Leitz, 43 LA, parents b. LA, 1st marriage at age 20, fireman, Shell Co., veteran status left 
blank [others on this page answer yes or no] 
Betty, 45 TX, father b. NJ, mother b. TX 
 
1930 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 649 Dupre – sister, mother, stepfather 
Albert Green, 59 LA, father b. IN, mother b. LA, laborer, stove yard 
Lillian Green, 63 LA, father b. Germany, mother b. France [wife] 
Hester Leitz, 30 LA, parents b. LA, cashier, public service [stepdaughter] 
Catherine Leitz, 17 LA, parents b. LA [granddaughter] 
Laurenser Leitz, 14 LA, parents b. LA [grandson] 
 
1940 Galveston, Galveston TX – same place in 1935 
William E. Leitz, 54 LA, bartender, club 
Betty, 52 TX 
 
1940 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA – 2000 Robert St. – same place, Orleans Parish LA in 1935 – 
sister, mother, stepfather 
Hester Leitz, 43 LA, teller, electric utility [head of household] 
Catherine Leitz, 27 LA, research typist, electric utility [niece] 
Albert Grasser, 70 LA, classer, wood stoves [stepfather] 
Lillian Grasser, 74 LA [mother] 
 
 


