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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Leer, Ryder Ludwig 
1892 WI – 1935 WI 

 

 
Ryder Ludwig Leer - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/19552430/person/28892653501/media/59400e7a-9813-4fff-80ec-
5cd615f2b465?_phsrc=hFB26372&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19552430/person/28892653501/media/59400e7a-9813-4fff-80ec-5cd615f2b465?_phsrc=hFB26372&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19552430/person/28892653501/media/59400e7a-9813-4fff-80ec-5cd615f2b465?_phsrc=hFB26372&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/19552430/person/28892653501/media/59400e7a-9813-4fff-80ec-5cd615f2b465?_phsrc=hFB26372&_phstart=successSource
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Ryder Ludwig Leer – best man at cousin Harold Skalstad’ wedding - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/115919316/person/320151700517/media/391e11ff-bcbd-45eb-93da-

1da7c1908250?_phsrc=hFB26376&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1220705228_03
72-03401?pId=601049  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-L9NJ-
C?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7TLK-8PT2  

 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 19 Apr 1929 p 12 

 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 29 Sep 1932 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 28 Sep 1932 p 2 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 29 Sep 1932 p 14 
 

Death: 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Tuesday 7 May 1935 p 8 
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Obituary of Ryder Ludwig Leer – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Tuesday 14 May 1935 p 3  
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Funeral – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 10 May 1935 p 8 

 
Parents: 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2Z5-4B1P 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2Z5-4B1P
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6563-YWR?i=99&cc=1803973 
 
 

Stepfather: 
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Obituary of stepfather Gilbert Olsen Gullikson – “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 23 Apr 1937 p 4 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Marion G. Jole Leer – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Saturday 3 Sep 1988 p 2 
 

 
Marriage – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 26 Sep 1927 p 11 

 
Half-siblings: 

 

      
Half-sister Helen Gullikson Quam (Find A Grave 158364603) & right: her husband Nelville Bennie 

Quam Sr. (Find A Grave 158364397) 
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Obituary of half-brother Gilman Loberg – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 7 Jan 1994 p 2 

 
 

Stepsiblings: 
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Marriage license of stepsister Clara Amanda Gullikson & Nels Wilfred Engbretson – “Stevens Point 

(WI) Journal” Thursday 28 Aug 1902 p 1 
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Obituary of stepbrother Harris Gullikson – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 27 May 1957 p 7 
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Obituary of stepbrother Thomas Olai Gullikson – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 2 Jul 1956 p 8 
 
   
 
Name: Ryder Ludwig Leer 
Name variations: Rider – Ludwig Leer – Ludvig as middle name & known as Ludvig Leer   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. A - corporal 
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Serial number:  250,941 
Entered service from:  Northland, Waupaca WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ryder Ludwig Leer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  friend Mr. A.P. Gutho, Northland WI  
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ryder J. Leer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  friend Albert P. Gutho, Northland WI (cpl, Co. A, 107th Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Ryder Ludwig Leer - b. 8 May 1892 Harrison WI; res: Iola, 
Waupaca WI. Single. Automobile mechanic, Modern Garage Co., Iola WI. Medium height & build. 
The card also be could read with a middle name of Ludvig. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939 roster): Northland WI (listed as Ludwig B.) – he had 
died in 1935 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 18 Jun 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address:  Iola WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 May 1892 Harrison, Calumet WI  
Died: 30 Apr 1935 Appleton, Outagamie WI (St. Elizabeth's Hospital)  
Find A Grave record:  132978627 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Iola, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery:  Our Savior Lutheran 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Wisconsin Corp 107 Sup Tn 32 Div  
 
 
Father:  Knud Reiersen Leer, 14 Apr 1862 Krodsherad kommune, Buskerud fylke, Norway – 11 Feb 
1893 Harrison, Waupaca WI. Son of Reier Nielsen Lear & Marte Larsdatter. Married 26 Oct 1889 in 
Bragernes, Bukherud, Norway to Gjertrud Truisdatter Fyrand. Married in 1891 to Ane Halvorsdatter. 
They had 2 children: Helen & Ryder.  Knud is buried in Alban Lutheran Church Cemetery, Alban, 
Portage WI. 
Find A Grave:  74645415 
 
Mother: Ane (Anne) K. Halvorsdatter (Americanized: Halvorson) Leer Gullikson, 25 Jun 1868 
Krodsherad kommune, Buskerud fylke, Norway - 24 Apr 1901 Nelsonville, Portage WI. Daughter of 
Halvor Olsen & Helge Larsdatter. Following Knud Leer’s death, Ane married Gilbert Olsen 
Gullikson; he had 6 children by his 1st wife. The son of Gilbert & Ane, Gilman [later Loberg], was 
born 15 Apr 1901 & Ane died 9 days later. Buried in South New Hope Cemetery, Nelsonville, 
Portage WI. 
Find A Grave:  95676139 
Parents’ marriage:  6 Nov 1891 in Danish Lutheran Church, Alban, Portage WI.  
 
Stepfather: Gilbert Olsen Gullikson (Gullickson), 25 Jun 1853 Ashippun, Dodge WI – 20 Apr 1937 
Wittenberg, Shawano WI. Son of Ole Gullicksen Saerkland & Anne Marie Nielsdatter Loberg.  
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Gilbert had married Helen Bertine Nelson Loberg (1855-1893, F: 95676140) on 4 Dec 1879 New 
Hope, Portland OR.  They had 6 children. He married Ane Leer. They had 2 children, Helen & 
Gilman. Ane died shortly after giving birth to Gilman. Buried in South New Hope Cemetery, 
Nelsonville, Portage WI. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 30071811 
Stepfather’s marriage to his mother: 25 Jun 1898 Portage Co. WI (also found as 10 Jul 1898 on 
FamilySearch) 
 
Spouse:  Marion G. Jole Leer, 5 Dec 1897 – 2 Sep 1988. Daughter of Carl E. Jole & Julianne Johnson. 
Buried in Our Savior Lutheran Church Cemetery, Iola, Waupaca WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  132978624 
Marriage: 17 Sep 1927 at the parsonage of Hitterdahl Lutheran Church, Iola, Waupaca WI.  
 
Children: 

• The death of an infant daughter is noted in the obituary of his wife Marion Jole Leer. 
 
Half-siblings: children of his mother Ane Halvorsdatter Leer Gullikson & her 2nd husband, Gilbert 
Gullikson: 

• Helen Gullikson Quam, 2 Jun 1899 New Hope or Nelsonville, Portage WI – 1 Dec 1998 
Schaumburg, Cook IL. SSN 330-22-6281. Wife of Nelville Bennie Quam Sr. (1899 IL – 1988 
FL, F: 158364397), son of John J. & Tena Carolina Quam, whom she married in 1923 in 
Chicago, Cook IL. Buried in Irving Park Cemetery, Chicago, Cook IL. F: 158364603 

• Gilman Alfred (born Gullikson) Loberg, 15 Apr 1901 Nelsonville, Portage WI – 6 Jan 1994 
Iola, Waupaca WI. SSN 393-36-9623. Adopted by Severin T. Nielsen/Nelson Loberg (1866-
1950, F: 147593939), the brother of his father Gilbert Gullikson’s deceased 1st wife, Helen 
Loberg. Both Severin & Helen were the children of Thomas Nielsen/Nelson Loberg & Karen 
(Carrie) Isaksdatter. Severin was 1st married to Anna C. Arenson (1875-1903) in 1896. He 
married Gustava Olsen Grothe (1864-1940) in 1908. Gilman’s obituary lists no wife or 
children & notes he was preceded in death by 1 sister (unnamed). Buried in South New 
Hope Cemetery, Nelsonville, Portage WI. F: 75081709 

 
Stepsiblings: children of mother Ane Halvorsdatter Leer & her 2nd husband, Gilbert Olsen Gullikson 

• Harris Nelson Gullikson, 25 Sep 1880 New Hope, Potage WI – 22 May 1957 Elderon, 
Marathon WI. Find A Grave says he was adopted by Thomas N. Loberg in 1901. This appears 
to be Thomas Nelson (1824-1914, F: 28504271), the father of Severin T. Loberg & Helen 
Bertine Nelson Loberg (Harris’s mother). Thomas also adopted Harris’s brother Arthur & 
sister Nora. Severin adopted his infant half-brother Gilman (Gullikson) Loberg. Thomas’s 
wife was Karen Nelson (F: 28504263)– Harris married Carrie Bennett (1893-1922) in 1913. 
Buried in Evergreen Rest Cemetery, Elderon, Marathon WI. F: 79460146 

• Clara Amanda Gullikson, b. Sep 1882 WI (1900 census), also found as 1880 – death date of 
1957 listed on an Ancestry.com family tree. Married on 9 Sep 1902 in Portage Co. WI to 
Nelson Wilfred Engbretson (1876-1954). Nels’s obituary in the “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 
Thursday 5 Aug 1954 p 8 does not mention Clara. Nels is buried in Iola Riverside Cemetery, 
Iola, Waupaca WI, F: 64009210 with wife Ann Janet Stewart (1880-1936) whom he married 
in Chicago, Cook IL on 29 Nov 1906. So presumably Clara had died before Nels remarried, 
or they had divorced. Could not be traced. 
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• Thomas Olai Gullikson, 4 Sep 1884 Nelsonville, Portage WI – 30 Jun 1956 Stevens Point, 
Portage WI. Married 8 Aug 1903 in Amherst, Portage WI to Sina Pauline (Lillie/Lillian) 
Johnson. Buried in South New Hope Cemetery, Nelsonville, Portage WI. F: 95676145 

• Arthur Norman Gullikson, 7 Dec 1886 Nelsonville, Portage WI – 14 Nov 1922 Elderon, 
Marathon WI. Find A Grave notes that he, like brother Harris & sister Nora, was adopted by 
Thomas N. Loberg in 1901. Married to Lottie Bennett (1891-1969). Buried in Evergreen Rest 
Cemetery, Elderon, Marathon WI. F: 79460067 

• Gustav Herbert Gullikson, 13 Jun 1889 Nelsonville, Portage WI – 5 Nov 1945 Rochester, 
Olmsted MN. Married on 30 Jun 1914 in Portage Co. WI to Edna L. Benson (1894-1942, F: 
32196182). Buried as Gust Gullikson in Onalaska City Cemetery, Onalaska, La Crosse Co. 
WI. F: 32196183 

• Nora Clarice Gullikson, 4 Jan 1893 Nelsonville, Portage WI – 4 Sep 1913 Nelsonville, 
Portage WI. She, like brothers Harris & Arthur, were adopted by Thomas Nelson Loberg. 
Buried in South Hope Cemetery, Nelsonville, Portage WI. F: 95676141 

 
Notes:  
Baptized as Reidar Ludvig Leer on 14 Aug 1892 in Hitterdahl Evangelical Lutheran Church, Iola, 
Waupaca WI. Birth date listed as 8 Mar 1892. Parents: Knut R.& Anna L. Leer. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 – “Tuscania Survivors – Maybe His 
Name is Here” lists Ryder Ludwig Leer of Northland WI among the rescued 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 13 Apr 1934 p 8 – Mr. & Mrs. Ludvig Leer of Iola WI visited the 
Walter Broten home on Sunday. 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 16 Nov 1934 p 5 – Ludwig Leer is ill with pneumonia at a local 
hospital (Iola news). 
 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 26 Aug 1968 p 8 – Mr. & Mrs. Walter Broten of Iola WI 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 18 Aug 1968 at the Alban Lutheran Church, where they 
had been married on 3 Sep 1918. Three of the original attendants attended: Rienart Leer, Mrs. 
Gertie (Leer) Dobbe & Mrs. Marion (Jole) Leer of Iola. [Considering all the Leer-linked attendants, 
wonder if Ryder Leer was the deceased attendant.) 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Stevens Point [WI] Journal" 14 May 1935 p3 - WWI veteran,  became ill with pneumonia Nov 1934 & 
did not recover. Son of late Knut & Anne Leer. Eenlisted 18 Jun 1917. Survived Tuscania but 
seriously injured, was in Londonderry (Ireland) hospital. Rejoined company in France 17 Jun 1918. 
Discharged from Camp Grant IL 29 May 1919. Was married 17 Sep 1927 to Marion Jole, Iola WI. 
Worked for Waupaca Co. Highway Department for several years. Ryder & Marion lived in Waupaca, 
but in Jan 1933 moved to Iola where he operated a sawmill. Survived by wife, stepfather Gilbert 
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Gullickson (Wittenberg), half-sister Mrs. N.R. Quam, half-brother Gilman Loberg, 3 step-brothers 
(Thomas, Gustav & Harry Gullickson). Three of of his pallbearers were on Tuscania with him: 
Edmund Johnson, Johnnie Lonnevik, Charles Jacobson   
 
  
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1885 WI state census – Iola, Waupaca WI 
Knud R. Leer – one man, one woman in household [he wasn’t married to Ane until 1891] 
 
1900 New Hope, Portage WI – all surnames are spelled GULLACKSON – conducted Jul 21 & 22, 
1900 
Gilbert GULLACKSON, 46 WI, Jun 1853, parents b. Norway, says married 20 years (which is crossed 
of) & 10 inserted (?), farmer 
Anne, 31 Norway, Jun 1860, emigrated in 1878, in US for 28 years, married 10 years [her marriage to 
her 1st husband, Knud Leer, had occurred 10 years earlier, but Gilbert & Ane married in 1898], gave 
birth to 3 children, 3 are living [i.e. Ryder Leer, Helen Gullickson & ?] 
Harris N., 19 WI, Sep 1880, parents b. WI, day laborer 
Clara A., 17 WI, Sep 1882, parents b. WI 
Thomas O., 15 WI, Sep 1884, parents b. WI, farm laborer 
Aurthur N., 13 WI, Dec 1886, parents b. WI, farm laborer 
Gustav H., 10 WI, Jun 1889, parents b. WI 
Reidar L., 8 WI, May 1892, parents b. WI [this should have read “Reidar” Leer, father b. WI, mother 
b. Norway – listed as son] 
Hellen, 11 months WI, Jun 1899, father b. WI, mother b. Norway  
 
Two records for 1905 WI state census: 
1905 WI state census – Amherst, Portage WI 
Thomas GULLEKSON, 20 WI, parents b. WI, farmer [head of household] 
Lilly Gullekson, 24 WI, father b. Norway, mother b. WI [wife] 
Isla Gullekson, 6 months WI [daughter] 
Helen Gullekson, 6 WI, parents b. WI [sister] [i.e. half-sister] 
Gustav Gullekson, 16 WI, parents b. WI [brother] 
Rider Leer, 13 WI, parents b. Norway [stepbrother] 
 
1905 New Hope, Portage WI 
G.O. Gullikson, 52 WI, parents b. Norway, widowed twice, landlord 
Ludvig Gullikson, 10 WI [stepson] 
 
1910 Harrison, Waupaca WI 
O.P. Gutho, 45 WI, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, general farm 
Anna Gutho, 39 WI, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Arthur Gutho, 13 WI, parents b. WI [son] 
Guy Gutho, 7 WI, parents b. WI 
Ruth Gutho, 5 WI, parents b. WI 
& boarder: 
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Ludvik Lear, 18 WI, single, parents b. Norway, farm laborer 
 
1910 Amherst, Portage WI – his half-brother Gilman (Gullikson) Loberg 
S.T. LOBRIG, 43 WI, parents b. Norway, in 2nd marriage, married 2 years, farmer 
Greta Lobrig, 45 WI, parents b. Norway, gave birth to zero children [wife] 
Noris Lobrig, 12 WI, parents b. WI [son] 
Gilman GULICKSON, 9 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Norway [adopted son] 
& hired man Frank Gludowski 20  
 
 
1930 Waupaca, Waupaca WI – 233 Evans 
Ludwig R. Leer, 38 WI, parents b. Norway, age 35 at 1st marriage, operator tractor, county highwy, 
WWI veteran 
Marian G., 33 WI, parents b. WI, age 29 at 1st marriage [wife] 
 
 


