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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Ledesma, Pedro (“Pete”) 
1887 TX – 1966 TX 
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Pete Ledesma, taken from the photograph of the Ledesma family – Find A Grave 

41640608 
 

Standing in back room (left to right): Adelaido, Daniel, Pete, Romuldo, Manuel, Ramon 
Middle row (left to right): Victoria, Susie, Pauline, Rosa, Delfina, Frances 

Front row (left to right): standing Mary, seated mother Marcelina, father Manuel, daughter 
Marcelina 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-

LPS4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW92K-7S6Z  

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-

HL7Q?i=797&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XLZG 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LPS4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW92K-7S6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-LPS4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW92K-7S6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-HL7Q?i=797&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XLZG
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-HL7Q?i=797&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-XLZG


4 
 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_03_00017-

01183?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2499392 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_03_00017-01183?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2499392
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_03_00017-01183?usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2499392
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062726-
03470?usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26144&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1529735 
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Find A Grave 80798551 
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Obituary of Pete Ledesma – Left: “Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 14 Sep 1966 p 7 – Right: 

“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 15 Sep 1966 p 18 
 

Parents: 
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Obituary of father Manuel Ledesma, d. 15 Mar 1954 Austin TX – “Austin (TX) American” Tuesday 16 

Mar 1954 p 3 
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Obituary of father who left 173 descendants – “Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 17 Mar 1954 p 5 

 
 



10 
 

 

 
Travis Co. TX marriage license – Pete Ledesma & Ms.(Mrs.?) Juana Herrera 30 Apr 1945 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/47797_556275-
00155?pId=40731317 

 
Siblings: 

 

 



11 
 

 

Family of his brother Romuldo Ledesma & wife Petra (seated in front). Back row: Maurice, Manuel. 
Middle row: Demetrio, Raymond, Nick, Alex. Front row: Sara, Romuldo, Petra, Frances – Find A 

Grave 
 

   
Obituary of brother Rumaldo Ledesma – “Austin (TX) American” Monday 13 Sep 1965 p 332 
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Obituary of brother Manuel Ledesma – Left: “Austin (TX) American” Saturday 13 Jan 1962 p 7 – 
Right: “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Thursday 11 Jan 1962 p 3 
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Obituary of sister Marcelina Ledesma Lopez – “Austin (TX) American” Tuesday 10 Nov 1970 p 26 
 

 

 
Obituary of brother Daniel C. Ledesma – “Austin (TX) American” Tuesday 4 Nov 1980 p 16 
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Obituary of brother Adelaido (Allen) C. Ledesma – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Wednesday 
30 Sep 1981 p 26 
 

 
Obituary of sister Frances Ledesma Falcon – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Friday 10 Jun 1977 
p 10 
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Obituary of sister Susie Ledesma Herke – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Wednesday 4 Jan 
1989 p 53 
 

 
Obituary of sister Victoria Ledesma Robles – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Saturday 28 Mar 
1998 p 27 
 
 

 
 
 

Children: 
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Death of grandson Freddy A. Alvarez Jr., b. 21 Nov 1968, d. 22 Jun 1968, fractured skull, intracranial 

bleeding – “deceased was hit with a hard object” - 
blehttps://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062782-

02519?pId=750521113 
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Obituary of son Victor Ledesma – “Austin (TX) American-Spokesman” Sunday 25 Jan 2004 p 20 
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Son Victor Ledesma - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui- 

viewer/tree/11251258/person/222162553963/media/b7dc1ad7-4624-4783-a42e-8fbd0b05edfc 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
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TX death certificate of son Steven Ledesma - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062940-
02518?pId=1440120 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062940-02518?pId=1440120
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062940-02518?pId=1440120
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_8996_1973_0194?treeid=11
251258&personid=222162553960&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB26161&_phstart=successSourc

e&pId=683325056 
 
 
Name: Pedro Ledesma 
Name variations: Pete Ledesma, Pete Lodesma (Tuscania passenger list), Peet Ledesma, Pedro 
Ledesma 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,478 
Entered service from:  Austin, Travis TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Pete LODESMA 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  wife Gramucia Lodesma, 1610 E. 4th St., Austin TX 
Returned from war on:  "Regina De Italia" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Pete Ledesma 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  wife Mary Ledesma, 503 E. 3rd St., Austin TX (PFC, Co. I, Serv Bn, 
1st RD) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Peet Ledesma - b. 25 Mar 1889 Austin TX; res: [illegible], 
Fisher Co. TX.  Married, with wife. Farmer. Race is listed as “Malayan.” Card is signed “Peet 
Ledesma.” 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Pete Ledesma - b. 20 Mar 1887 Travis Co. TX; res: 408 
Santa Maria, Austin TX. NOK “wife, same [address]”. Employed by Nugent Salomon, 2322 Lafette 
St., Austin TX. Height: 5’8” – weight: 180 lbs. [The registrar’s writing is difficult to read.} 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: listed as Pete Ledesma 
Enlisted 11 Sep 1917 
Discharged 22 Jul 1919 
Address:  607 Sabine Alley, Austin TX 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class Demob Det / private 1st class Serv Bn 1st R D 
Born 25 Mar 1887; died 14 Sep 1966 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Mar 1887 Travis Co. TX (alternatively: 20 Mar 1889) (TX military records: ca. 1887 Austin, 
Travis TX)  
Died: 14 Sep 1966 Austin, Travis TX (in local hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 80798551 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower   
Burial location:  Austin, Travis TX 
Cemetery:  Assumption 
Tombstone:  veteran flat: Texas Cook US Army WWI  
  
Father: Manuel Ledesma, 25 Dec 1854 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 15 Mar 1954 Austin, Travis TX. Son 
of Pedro Ledesma & Jesusita/Maria de Jesusa/Jesus Quintana. He left 173 descendants at the time 
of his death. Buried in Austin Memorial Park Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. 
Find A Grave:  41640608 
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Mother:  Marcelina Cortinas Ledesma, 1874 (also found as Feb 1970) LA – 14 Feb 1929 Austin, 
Travis TX. Daughter of Emanuel Cortinas/Corfinez & Maria Sepulvado/Sepulveda of Sabine Parish 
LA.  Buried in San Jose Cemetery #1, Austin, Travis TX.  
Find A Grave:  63078484 
Parents’ marriage:  claimed married 18 years in the 1900 census, making Marcelina around 12 
years old 
 
Spouse:  Gramucia/Mary --- . Gramucia (wife) is listed as his next-of-kin in Jan 1918 when he sails 
to war & as wife Mary when he returns in Jun 1919. Pete said he was married on his WWI draft 
registration (5 Jun 1917).   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: prior to 5 Jun 1917 (no record located). Pete reports in the 1930 census that he was 1st 
married at age 18, therefore ca. 1905. They divorced in Jul 1928. “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” 
Saturday 7 Jul 1928 p 2 – in Criminal District Court, Pete Ledesma vs. Mary Ledesma, divorce 
granted. However, 6 years earlier, Mary Ledesma had filed for divorce in Criminal District Court in 
1922 (“Austin [TX] American-Statesman” Thursday 29 Jun 1922 p 3).  
 
Spouse:  Mary Uris Ledesma, ca. 1884 TX, parents b. Mexico. Presumably the Mary listed as his 
wife in the 1920 census, age 36, although they were not married until 1922 in TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 12 Nov 1922 San Marcos, Hays TX 
 
Spouse: Johna ---, ca. 1898 TX, parents b. Mexico. Age 48 & listed as his wife in the 1930 census, 
where she reports she was 1st married at age 16, presumably therefore not to Pete. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage; 
 
Spouse: Anita ---, ca. 1883 TX. Listed as age 57, his wife in the 1940 census 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage;  
 
Spouse:  Juana (Janie/Juanita) Herrera Ledesma, 26 Jun 1917 – Feb 1984. SSN 546-23-1314. Buried 
in Pontotoc Cemetery, Pontotoc, Mason TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 60525067   
Marriage: 30 Apr 1945 Travis Co. TX (their son Lupe was born in Mar 1945) 
 
Children: by wife Janie Herrera 

• Lupe Ledesma [son], 16 Mar 1945 Travis Co. TX.  His parents married the next month. In the 
1952 Austin TX city directory, Lupe C. Ledesma lived at 2305 E. 2nd & was employed at 
Kress. Married 28 Apr 1978 in Tarrant Co. TX to Barbara L. Dickson; he was age 33, she was 
27. Divorced 6 Oct 1983. Married 18 May 1984 to Velma Louella Strickland (also with 
surname Batey); he was age 39, she was 36. 

• Margie Marie Ledesma Alvarez, 6 Sep 1946 Austin, Travis TX – 19 Jun 2001. Resident of 
Austin TX in 1966. Wife of Frederico (“Freddie”) Martinez Alvarez, 1947-2018, F: 193942184, 
the son of Cresencio Alvarez. Their son Freddy Alvarez Jr. (b. 22 Jun 1968 Austin, Travis TX) 
died 21 Nov 1968 in Austin, Travis TX of a fractured skull & intracranial bleeding after being 
hit by a hard object.  Freddy Jr. is buried in Assumption Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX.-  
According to his Find A Grave, Margie’s husband had seemingly abandoned his family due 
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to alcoholism & reunited them almost 40 years later.  – Margie & Freddie Sr. divorced 14 
May 1976 in Travis Co. TX. Did she marry Homer Hernandez on 13 Apr 1962 in Travis Co. TX? 

• Pete Ledesma, Jr., 27 Aug 1949 Travis Co. TX – 27 May 2008. SSN 456-72-1316. Buried in 
Wichita County Cemetery, Wichita Falls, Wichita Co. TX. F: 62154612 

• Victor Ledesma, 30 Nov 1952 Austin, Travis TX – 20 Jan 2004. SSN 456-94-1619. Birth: 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Tuesday 2 Dec 1952 p 11 – A boy was born Saturday at 
Holy Cross Hospital to Mr. & Mrs. Pete Ledesma of 2408 Santa Maria. Married 15 Jan 1969 
in Travis Co. TX to Tommie Christina Luna. He was age 16, she was age 14. When they 
divorced 14 Feb 1969 in Travis Co. TX, they had 3 children. – Tommie is described as his 
surviving “friend and first love” in Victor’s obituary. - Buried in Remembrance Gardens at 
Riverbend, Austin, Travis TX. F: 206262891 

• Steven Ledesma, 18 Feb 1956 Austin, Travis TX – 18 Jan 1975 Austin, Travis TX. Birth: 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Tuesday 21 Feb 1956 p 7 – A boy was born Saturday at 
Brackenridge Hospital to Mr. & Mrs. Pete Ledesma, 2504 Santa Maria. Husband of Julie 
Ann. Killed along with his brother-in-law Juan (Johnny) Rendon (they had married sisters) 
when their car left a South Austin TX road & hit a utility pole. Both were dead on the scene at 
age 18 & residents of an apartment building at 9844 Quail Blvd. Buried in Assumption 
Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 66843018 

 
Siblings: Pedro was born after Rosita. 

• Romuldo Cortinas (R.C.) Ledesma, 17 Feb 1885 Travis Co. TX – 11 Sep 1965 Austin, Travis 
TX. Husband of Petra (“Lilly”) Gandara (1885-1968, F: 80325541) whom he married 4 Feb 
1905 in Bastrop Co. TX. Buried in Assumption Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 80325626 

• Rosa (Rosita) Ledesma Garza, 6 Apr 1886 TX -    She was married ca. 1904 in Bastrop Co. TX 
to Lino Garza (1875-1943). Their son was Lorenzo (Lawrence) Garza (1904-1982); she is 
listed as “Rosa Cortinas” (her mother’s maiden name) on Lorenzo’s TX death certificate. In 
the 1920 census, Lino, Rosa & Lorenzo live in Bastrop Co. TX. 

• Manuel Cortinas Ledesma, 24 Dec 1889 Garfield, Travis TX – 10 Jan 1962 Austin, Travis TX 
(at his home). In 1900 census claimed birthdate of Jul 1889, making him twin of Rosita. 
Husband of Maria (1887-1970, F: 83832349). Buried in Assumption Cemetery, Austin, Travis 
TX. F: 83494959 

• Daniel Cortinas Ledesma, 25 Nov 1891 Austin, Travis TX – 3 Nov 1980 Austin, Travis TX. 
Husband of Juanita Morales (1895-1972, F: 83832323). Buried in Assumption Cemetery, 
Austin, Travis TX. F: 66856556 

• Adelaido C. (“Allen”/”Lalo”) Ledesma, 14 Dec 1893 TX – 1981 TX. Husband of Tomasa Ortiz 
(1896-1975, F: 85621858). Buried in Cook-Walden Capital Parks Cemetery & Mausoleum, 
Pflugerville, Travis TX. F: 85621836 

• Delfina Ledesma Leal, 24 Dec 1895 TX – 19 Nov 1985. Wife of Antonio Walter Leal (1890 
Mexico – 1969 McLennan Co. TX, F: 39121742). Resident of Waco TX in 1966. Buried in 
Waco Memorial Park, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 39121878 

• Susan (Susie) Ledesma Herke, 1898 (or Dec 1897) TX – 3 Jan 1989 Travis Co. TX. Wife of 
Egbert Carl Ed Herke (1887 Germany – 1946 TX, F: 56792863, a railroad section foreman). 
Buried in Assumption Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 83774142 

• Frances (Francisca) Ledesma Falcon, 9 Mar 1900 Austin, Travis TX – 8 Jun 1977 Austin, 
Travis TX. Wife of Nicholas Falcon Jr. (1891-1982, F: 83448340). Buried in Assumption 
Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 83448290 
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• Ramon C. (Raymond) Ledesma, 9 Aug 1906 TX – 26 May 2001. Buried in Assumption 
Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 115859915 

• Marcelina Ledesma Lopez, 5 Jun 1912 TX – 9 Nov 1970 Austin, Travis TX. Wife of Alfonso H. 
Lopez (1910-2004, F: 83052128). Listed as Grace Lopez in Pete’s Sep 1966 obituary. Buried 
in Assumption Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 83052180 

• Pauline Ledesma Sauceda, 15 Jan 1904 Austin, Travis TX – 13 Apr 1972 San Antonio, Bexar 
TX. Wife of William McKinley Sauceda (1896 TX – 1973 TX). Resident of San Antonio TX in 
1966. Both are buried in San Jose Burial Park, San Antonio, Bexar TX but neither is on Find A 
Grave as of 7 Aug 2021.  

• Victoria Ledesma Robles, ca. 1910 TX – 25 Mar 1998 (at age 88). Resident of Austin TX in 
1966. 

• Mary Ledesma, ca. 1914? Or 1917? TX. In the 1920 census of Travis Co. TX, she is age 3. In 
the 1930 census, she is age 16, living in Austin, Travis TX with her father, Manuel (age 70).  

 
Notes:   https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L659-8QW/pedro-ledesma-1887-1966  
 
There are several men named Pete Ledesma or Pedro Ledesma, so there are several marriage 
records & others that may be his – or may not be. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Hamlin (TX) Herald” Friday 10 Aug 1917 p 1 – among those called to military service: from Fisher 
County, Hamlin post office, Pete Ledesma. 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – on board Tuscania: Pete LODESMA of 
Austin TX. 
 
“Austin (TX) American” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – among the survivors: Pete Ledesma, Austin TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Austin [TX] American-Statesman" 14 Sep 1966 p 7 & p 12 - and - 15 Sep 1966 p 18 – and - 16 Sep 
1966 p 16 - age 79, resident of 2408 Santa Maria, Austin TX. Funeral Mass 16 Sep 1966. Survived by 
wife Janie, 1 daughter, 4 sons, 3 brothers & 6 sisters. Buried with full military honors in Assumption 
Cemetery.  
  
Social Security number: 459-01-1887 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 3, Bastrop Co. TX 
Manuel Ledesma, 48 TX, Feb 1852, parents b. Mexico, married 18 years, farmer 
Marcelina, 30 TX, Feb 1870, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L659-8QW/pedro-ledesma-1887-1966


24 
 

 

Rumaldo, 17 TX, Feb 1883 
Rosita, 14 TX, Apr 1886 
Pedro, 13 TX, Mar 1887 
Manuel, 11 TX, Jul 1889 
Daniel, 10 TX, Jul 1891 
Adelaido, 6 TX, Dec 1893 
Delfina, 4 TX, Dec 1895 
Susan, 2 TX, Dec 1899 
Fanchita, 3 months, Feb 1900 
 
1920 Austin, Travis TX – 509 E. 3rd St. 
Peter Ledesma, 33 TX, parents b. TX, laborer, oil mill 
Mary, 36 TX, parents b. Mexico [wife] 
 
1930 Austin, Travis TX 
Peter LADESMA, 42 TX, race Mexican, parents b. Mexico, age 18 at 1st marriage, laborer, odd jobs, 
WWI veteran 
Johna, 48 TX, parents b. Mexico, age 16 at 1st marriage 
Manuel, 39 TX, parents b. Mexico, age 20 at 1st marriage, concrete side walls [brother] 
Maria, 36 TX, parents b. Mexico, age 35 at 1st marriage [sister-in-law] 
& lodger Andrez Rodquisuez, 28 Mexico, laborer, concrete mixer 
 
1940 Austin, Travis TX – 2408 Santa Maria – same house in 1935 
Pedro Ledesma, 53 TX, laborer, transfer company 
Anita, 57 TX 
 
 


