DISCLAIMER
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress.
The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions.
This document lacks 1950 census data.
Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and
finalized version is available.

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

TUSCANIA

LeBlanc, William Paul (“Willie”) Paul
1891 LA-1957 LA



:GARYVILLE MAN lS
AMONG SURVIVORS
OF THE TUSCANIA

63 AMERICANS ARE RECOV-

ERING IN IRISH HOSPITALS ;

FROM INJURIES. 1

—

WillnP Le Blanc of St. John
~ Parish and 11 Texans Are
Among the Number.

Washington, Feb. 24— Sixty-three
American survivors of the torpedoed ship
Tuscania were reported to the war de-
partment today as recovering in Irish
hospitals from the effects of injuries or
exposures. The dispatch said none of
the cases was serious, and that it was ex-

pected all the men would soon be dis-
charged.




All of the 63 had previously been re-
ported saved, and the presence of many
of them in hospitals had been recorded
in press dispatches, although today’s dis-
patch brought the first official list of
'those in hospitals,

‘ The list included: :

| At Londonerr‘. Elmer Holden, Fort
 Worth, Texas; Willie P. Leblane, Gary-
‘ville, La.; Oscar MeCollom, Lone Wolf,
Okla.; Geo. R. Baker, Carter Valley,
| Texas; Peiro Belton, 107 South Loona
' street, San Antonio, Texas; Olan Bink-
llcg Ralston, Okla.; Henry S. Burleson,
Mineco, Okla.; Lewis P. Carlile, Lometa,
Texas; Sam Eddins, Ladonia, Texas;
Mark T. Gibson, Batson, Texas; James
T. Gore, Freda, Texas; Silva Hensley,
Boswell, Okla.: Jos. d McAdams, At-
lanta, Texas: John F. MeDonnell, Hinton,
Okla.; Herbert D, Taylor, Santo, Texas;
Roman Sandoval, Floresville, Texas.

At Larne Virgie B. Brewer, Dexter,
Mo.; John N. Stinson, Smith Center,
Kansas; Charles R. Pelley, Farrisville,
gom; Walter Villines, Stephenville,

exas.

“Shreveport (LA) Times” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 1
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Siblings:

o

|

‘Sister Atala Agnes LeBlanc Grosche Mellen - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376496/media/498f2cd7-d036-4615-9962-a4da8ef672db



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376496/media/498f2cd7-d036-4615-9962-a4da8ef672db
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376496/media/498f2cd7-d036-4615-9962-a4da8ef672db

Sister Ella Marie LeBlanc Newell -
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376566/media/35b43a1a-9¢f2-4011-8e56-751a001a62f9

Mrs. W. E. Grosche and children
returned to their home in New Or-
leans Sunday after spending the
‘iholidavs with R. LeBlanc of Ave, C.

One of the few newspaper references found — Atala LeBlanc Grosche visit R. [Rene] LeBlanc in
Bogalusa LA - “Bogalusa (LA) Enterprise & American” Thursday 6 Jan 1916 p 8



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376566/media/35b43a1a-9cf2-4011-8e56-751a001a62f9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376566/media/35b43a1a-9cf2-4011-8e56-751a001a62f9
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TX death certificate of sister Ella Marie LeBlanc Newell -
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062944-

023407?pld=1582908
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Sister Lena Mary LeBlnc Mollere, ca. 1936 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/70452422-2cc3-4b35-8¢c60-85ef59f8f9ec



https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/70452422-2cc3-4b35-8c60-85ef59f8f9ec
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/70452422-2cc3-4b35-8c60-85ef59f8f9ec

Comes From Bogalﬁsa to Wed |
New Orleans Girl in Greina

Samuel Mollere taok a train at Boge<
alusa Sunday for New Orleans, wher
hc joined Miss Lena Mary LeBianc,

9 Foucha street. Early \lond‘n they
-;\ xsxted Justice of the Pea«.,c Gouu\e‘ RE
Trauth in (11' stna and ' were married
with the following witnesses: Henry
J. Mellen, Margaret Conrad and Mrs.
V. E. Grasche. : 1

aaserbyy —&

undated/unsourced — marriage of Lena LeBlanc to Samuel Mollere. Among thee Wi:c;'lesses: Henry
John Mellen (who marries Lena’s sister Atala), https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/b35b8f25-1959-4a14-b4fd-da2dc1e6a43f

Name: William Paul (“Willie”) LeBlanc

Name variations: Le Blanc, LeBlance, Le Blanche

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private

Serial number: 250,561

Entered service from: Garyville, St. John the Baptist Parish LA

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Willie P. LeBlance

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Rane Le Blance, Garyville LA

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919

Sailed on return ship as: Willie P. Le Blanc

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Rene Le Blanc, 734 Ave. "C," Bogalusa LA (pvt, 17th Co.,
20th Engrs, Forestry)

World War | draft registration (1917): as Willie Paul LeBlanc - b. 15 May 1891 Donaldsonville LA;
res: Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA. Single. Engineer, Great Southern Lumber Co., Bogalusa LA.
Medium height & build.

World War Il draft registration (1942): as Willie Paul LeBlanc - b. 15 May 1891 Donaldsonville LA;
res: 432 Harper St., Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA. NOK Mrs. Dorothy Bankston, same address.
Unemployed. Height: 5’10” —weight: 144 lbs.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 15 Dec 1917

Discharged 13 Jun 1919

Address: 714 Avenue C, Bogalusa LA
Rank/unit: private, 17" Co., 20" Engineers


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/b35b8f25-1959-4a14-b4fd-da2dc1e6a43f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/82114503/person/36456376555/media/b35b8f25-1959-4a14-b4fd-da2dc1e6a43f
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Birth & death:

Born: 15 May 1891 Donaldsville, Ascension Parish LA

Died: 23 Jun 1957 Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA

Find A Grave record: 24858102 - presence on Tuscania indicated in text
Burial location: Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA

Cemetery: Ponemah

Tombstone: veteran flat: Louisiana Pvt 17 Co. 20 Engineers WWI

Father: Rene LeBlanc, 7 Mar 1860 Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish LA — 8 Feb 1933 Washington
Parish LA. Son of Joseph Numa LeBlanc & Justine Oubre. Buried in Bogalusa Cemetery, Bogalusa,
Washington Parish LA.

Find A Grave: 92399035

Mother: Marie Amelie Cordelia LeBlanc LeBlanc, 15 Sep 1862 Belle Rose, Assumption Parish LA —
between 1900 & 1910 censuses. Daughter of Desire B. LeBlanc & Marie Josephine Trahan.

Find A Grave:

Parents’ marriage: 27 Oct 1881 in St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, Paincourtville, Assumption Parish
LA

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:
Marriage:

Children:

Siblings: Willie was born after Atala. His mother Marie reports in the 1900 census that she has
given birth to 11 children, 6 of whom are living: Atala, Dedeir, Willie, Numa, Mary & Lena.

e Marie Gertrude Adele LeBlanc, b. 1882 according to Ancestry.com family tree. Presumably
dead by 1900 census.

e Diedier Joseph LeBlanc, 14 Apr 1889 Donaldsville, Ascension Parish LA-? . He may use
D.J. or D. Joseph or Didier. Married Lovie Lowe (1897-1967) on 31 Mar 1914 in Washington
Parish LA. On his WWI (1917) draft registration, D. Joseph LeBlanc reports he is married,
with a child. In the 1930 census, Lovie Le Blanc is listed as a married inmate of the East
Louisiana State Hospital [mental institution] in East Feliciana Parish LA. Lovie Lowe Breaux
(1897-1967) is buried in Washington Parish LA, F: 81072921.

e Atala Agnes LeBlanc Grosche Mellen, 14 Mar 1891 Donaldsville, Ascension Parish LA-28
Dec 1954 New Orleans, Orleans LA. Married 15 Sep 1908 in New Orleans, Orleans LA to
Walter Ernest Grosche, 1880-1941. Married Henry John Mellen (1883-1937, F: 154515819).
Buried in Garden of Memories, Metairie, Jefferson Parish LA. F: 111630197

e Numa Charles/ Charles Numa Leblanc, Jul 1894 Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish LA - 28
Feb 1961 Jefferson Parish LA. On his WWI draft card (1917) he gives a birthdate of 14 Nov
18983; on his WWII (1942) card he enters 123 May 1893. Husband of Mary E. Clements
(1904-1982, F: 137063310); shares tombstone with her, with her surname Weber. Buried in
St. Joseph Cemetery #1, New Orleans, Orleans LA. F: 135535431

o Ella Marie LeBlanc Newell, 9 Dec 1895 Thibodaux, La Fourche Parish LA -4 Mar 1975
Houston, Harris TX. Married on 3 Jun 1916 in Washington Parish LA to Guy Rene Newell (Sr.)
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(1894-1978, F: 87864465). Buried in Ponemah Cemetery, Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA.
F: 87864467

e Lena Mary LeBlanc Mollere, 14 Apr 1899 Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish LA-10 Sep 1937
New Orleans, Orleans LA. Wife of Samuel John Mollere (1885-1955, F: 23073959) whom she
married ca. 1917 in Gretna, Jefferson Parish LA. Buried in Bogalusa Cemetery, Bogalusa,
Ascension Parish LA. F; 92450917

Notes:

It has been difficult to find information on Willie Paul LeBlanc. There is a lack of obituaries & census
data & newspaper accounts. The surname LeBlanc is very common, as are first names William &
Willie for LeBlanc men.

Pre-war:
Wartime:

“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 —on board, fate unknown: Willie P. Leblanc, father
Rene Leblanc, Garyville LA

Willie was one of the 63 soldiers identified weeks later as hospitalized in Londonderry, Ireland.
Post-war:

Obituary:

Social Security number: 436-26-7174

Censuses:

1900 Police Jury Ward 5, St. Charles Parish LA

Reney Leblanche, 41 LA, Apr 1859, parents b. LA, married 18 years, day laborer
Mary, 37 LA, Aug 1862, parents b. LA, gave birth to 11 children, 6 are living
Atala, 12 LA, Nov 1888

Dedeir, 10 LA, Apr 1890

Willie, 8 LA, May 1892

Numa, 5 LA, Jul 1894

Mary, 3 LA, Dec 1896

Lena, 2 LA, Apr 1898

1910 Bogalusa, Washington Parish LA — Willie & 2 siblings

Wellie Lablanc, 19 LA, parents b. LA, millwright, GSL Co., boarder
Marie Lablanc, 16 LA, parents b. LA

Lena Lablanc, 12 LA, parents b. LA

Boarding with:

Dupuy Victor & wife Emma Victor & their 2 teenage sons



