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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Leahy, Laurence James (Sr.) 
1888 MN – 1975 ID 
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The headline misspells his 1st name as Lawrence – the photo caption & text spell it correctly: 

Laurence – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/563598055/?terms=%22laurence%20leahy%22&match=1 
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Obituary of Laurence J. Leahy – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 22 Feb 1975 p 7 

 

 
Obituary of Laurence James Leahy Sr. – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 22 Feb 1975 p 11 

 
War: 
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Laurence James Leahy’s section of an article in the “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 17 

Mar 1918 p 8 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/568469230/?terms=%22stood%20two%20hours%22&matc

h=1 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/568469230/?terms=%22stood%20two%20hours%22&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/568469230/?terms=%22stood%20two%20hours%22&match=1


7 
 

 

 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage certificate of Lawrence James Leahy & Mary Ann Kline on 28 Jun 1919 in Spokane, 

Spokane WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/11026617_89b45f17-9681-

411a-85cb-bbbe46339ba5?pId=1051621319  
 

 
Marriage license – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 29 Jun 1919 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/11026617_89b45f17-9681-411a-85cb-bbbe46339ba5?pId=1051621319
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/11026617_89b45f17-9681-411a-85cb-bbbe46339ba5?pId=1051621319
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Obituary of wife Mary Ann Kline Leahy – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Tuesday 31 Mar 1955 p 19 

 
Parents: 

 

 
Obituary of father James Leahy – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 17 Feb 1930 p 15 
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Obituary of mother Martha J. McIlhargey Leahy – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 

12 May 1937 p 17 
 

Children: 
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Daughter Mary Jane Leahy Groeger – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 15 Apr 1942 p 18 
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Obituary of daughter Mary Jane Leahy Groeger – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 

28 Dec 1983 p 26 
 
 

   
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/laurence-leahy-obituary?pid=190465553  

 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/laurence-leahy-obituary?pid=190465553
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obituary of son Laurence James Leahy Jr. - 

https://www.englishfuneralchapel.com/obituary/Laurence-LeahyJr  
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 21 Nov 1942 p 17 

 

 
Son Laurence Jr. enlists in US Navy – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 27 Apr 1950 p 

23 

https://www.englishfuneralchapel.com/obituary/Laurence-LeahyJr
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And son Laurence Jr. is discharged – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 1 Feb 1954 p 7 
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Obituary of Joan Margaret Gallant Leahy, wife of Laurence James Leahy Jr. – “Spokane (WA) 

Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 15 Nov 2006 p 29 
 

 
Find A Grave 90978004 for Joan Margaret Gallant Leahy – Laurence Jr. does not have a Find A Grave 

record 
 

Sister: 
 

 
Obituary of sister Violet M. Leahy Parratt – “Los Angeles (CA) Times” Tuesday 7 Dec 1937 p 40 

 
Life: 
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His Spokane WA home at 1129 E. Wabash Ave., built 1907 –  
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/1129-E-Wabash-Ave-Spokane-WA-99207/23553633_zpid/  
 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 20 Oct 1946 p 54 

 
Name: Laurence James Leahy (Sr.) 
Name variations: L.J.. Leahy, Larry Leahy  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:  250,343 
Entered service from:  Spokane, Spokane WA  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lawrence J. Leahy 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  mother Mrs. James Leahy, 1129 E. Wabash Ave., Spokane WA 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Lawrence J. Leahy 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. Martha Leahy, 1129 E. Wabash St., Spokane WA 
(pvt, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Laurence James Leahy [his name is written as Lawrence on 
the top line & is indexed that way, but a “U” overwrites the “W.” - b. 13 Oct 1888 Duluth MN; res: 
215 – 1st Ave. S., Great Falls, Cascade MT. Farmer for myself at [illegible Winsdefore?] MT. Asked if 
married or single, replied “none.” Tall height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Laurence James Leahy - b. 13 Oct 1888 Duluth MN; res: 
Route 2, Post Falls, Kootenai ID. NOK Mrs. Mary Leahy, same address. Employed by National Pole 
& Treating Co., Spokane WA. Card signed L.J. Leahy. Height: 5’ 10 ½” – 165 lbs. Indexed by 
Ancestry.com as Lau Rence James Leahy. 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/1129-E-Wabash-Ave-Spokane-WA-99207/23553633_zpid/
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address:  1129 E. Wabash Ave., Spokane WA 
Rank/unit:  private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 13 Oct 1888 Duluth, St. Louis MN  
Died: 20 Feb 1975 Post Falls, Kootenai ID   
Find A Grave record:  79756715 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  St. Thomas 
Cemetery:  Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID 
Tombstone:  US Army WWI Tuscania Survivor   
 
Father:  James Leahy, Oct 1859 (tombstone: 1860) Kingsville, Ashtabula OH – 16 Feb 1930 
Spokane, Spokane WA. Son of James P. Leahy & Mary Murphy. Employee of the Great Northern 
Railway. Buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA.   
Find A Grave:  224589767 
 
Mother:  Martha J. (“Mattie”) McIlhargey Leahy, 1865 Port Austin, Huron MI – 10 May 1937 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. Daughter of Charles McIlhargey & Mary Young. Surname also found as McIllhargey. 
Buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane WA. 
Find A Grave:  224589754 
Parents’ marriage:  3 Oct 1888 Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN. James’s surname spelled LEAHEY on this 
record. 
 
Spouse:  Mary Ann Kline Leahy, 1895 Anaconda, Deer Lodge MT – 2 Apr 1955 Post Falls, Kootenai 
ID. Daughter of Anton Kline & Mary Hudak (Hudach), both born in Austria. Buried in St. Thomas 
Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  79756843 
Marriage: 28 Jun 1919 Spokane, Spokane WA by the pastor of St. Xavier’s Catholic Church.  
[Laurence was discharged from the Army on 10 Jun 1919.] 
 
Children: 

• Mary Jane Leahy Groeger, 7 Oct 1921 Spokane, Spokane WA – 24 Dec 1983 Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai ID (in Kootenai Memorial Hospital). First wife of Edward J. Groeger (1917-1998, F: 
85004385). Mary Jane & Edward married on 22 Apr 1942 in Spokane, Spokane WA. After her 
death, Edward married Mabel Jane Purdy (1927-2008). She had moved to Coeur d’Alene ID 
5 years prior to her death. Buried in St. Thomas Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. F: 
90692401 

• Laurence James Leahy, Jr., 8 Sep 1931 Columbia Falls, Flathead MT – 10 Oct 2018 Post 
Falls, Kootenai ID. Referred to as “Larry Jim Leahy” when he was a Baby Spokane 
contestant at age 16 months, son of Mr. & Mrs. L.J. Leahy, E1139 Wabash (“Spokane [WA] 
Chronicle” Thursday 16 Feb 1933 p 3). Graduated with degree in education from North 
Idaho College (1959) but quickly returned to working in the woods. Married on 31 Aug 1963 
in Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada, to Joan M. Gallant (1932 Canada – 2006 WA) who is buried 
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in St. Thomas Cemetery, Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID according to her obituary but who is 
not on Find A Grave as of 5 Aug 2021.  

 
Sibling:  

• Violet M. Leahy Parratt, 29 May 1891 MN – Dec 1937 Indio, Riverside CA. SSN 382-42-4069. 
Married 8 Sep 1923 in Los Angeles Co. CA to Sydney Lloyd Parratt (1894-1984). He was a 
long-time employee of the Los Angeles Department of Power & Light.  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Spokane (WA) Semi-Weekly Spokesman-Review" 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - status unknown, Lawrence 
[sic] J. Leahy is on the War Department list of unreported or missing. Address: 1129 Wabash Ave., 
Spokane. Son of Mrs. James Leahy, who has received no report.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number: 519-03-9165 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Naples, Kootenai ID 
James Leahy, 42 OH, Oct 1859, parents b. Ireland, married 12 years, farmer 
Martha, 35 MI, Feb 1865, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Lawrence, 12 MN, Oct 1887, at school 
Violet, 11 MN, Nov 1888, at school 
& boarder Madge Maxwell, 31 Scotland, Apr 1869, secretary 
 
1910 – West Cheney, Spokane WA – his family, cannot locate him 
James Leahy, 50 OH, parents b. Ireland, married 22 years, farmer, general 
Martha, 45 MI, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Violet M., 19 MN, father b. OH, mother b. MI, teacher, public school 
 
1920 Spokane, Spokane WA – 827 E. Princeton Ave. 
Laurence J. Leahy, 31 MN, father b. OH, mother b. MI, farmer, at home 
Mary A., 26 MT, parents b. Austria 
 
1930 Spokane, Spokane WA – 1129 Wabash Ave. 
Martha Leahy, 63 MI, widow, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, was age 21 at 1st marriage [head 
of household] 
Laurence, 38 MN, father b. OH, mother b. MI, age 27 age 1st marriage, timber man, WWI veteran 
[son] 
Mary Anne, 33 MT, parents b. Germany, age 21 at 1st marriage [daughter-in-law] 
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Mary Jane, 8 WA, father b. MN, mother b. MT 
 
1940 Spokane, Spokane WA – 1129 E. Wabash Ave. – same place in 1935 
Lawrence J. Leahy, 57 MN, trucker, lumber company 
Mary A., 43 MT 
Mary J., 18 WA 
Lawrence J. Jr., 8 MT 
 


