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DISCLAIMER 
This biography is a rough draft and a work-in-progress. 

The research has not been completed, so there may be errors and omissions. 
This document lacks 1950 census data. 

Please return to Tuscania1918.org in the future to see if a revised and 
finalized version is available. 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 
 

Lawrence, William Dudley 
1895 WI – 1985 MN 
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William Dudley Lawrence – “Des Moines (IA) Evening Tribune” 13 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Tuesday 5 Jun 1917 p 3 
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Clyde Pelley was the only IA casualty – “Des Moines (IA) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Webster City (IA) Freeman” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2WHF-

Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW36J-TQ6Z  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2WHF-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW36J-TQ6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1T-2WHF-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW36J-TQ6Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5D4-KNT2  
 

Parents: 
 

Father Charles A. Lawrence 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V4ZX-VX6 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Z7TV-ZG3Z  
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Obituary of Harlow John Lawrence (1843-1918), the brother of Charles A. Lawrence, who was then 

living (Aug 1918) in Webster City IA. Harlow’s Find A Grave 151237293 – “Oshkosh (WI) 
Northwestern” Friday 30 Aug 1918 p 4 

 
 

Mother Catherine McDonald Lawrence -  
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Headstone of mother Catherine J. McDonald Lawrence – Find A Grave 117043216 

 

 
Death of his mother Catherine McDonald Lawrence – “Wood County Reporter” (Grand Rapids WI) 

Friday 29 Sep 1905 p 5 
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Obituary of his mother Catherine McDonald Lawrence – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 30 

Sep 1905 p 3 
 

Stepmother Sarah Lucelia Whaley Dingman Lawrence –  
 

 

 

 
2nd marriage for both Sarah Whaley Dingman & Charles A. Lawrence, on 15 Jan 1917 in Webster 

City, Hamilton IA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0173-

00109?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=903520567  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0173-00109?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=903520567
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0173-00109?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=903520567
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1920 census Webster City, Hamilton IA - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-
9RXH-8QY?cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AM8BB-L8H 

 

 
IA death certificate for Sarah Lucelia Whaley Dingman Lawrence, reverted to Dingman - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/104072985_04138?treeid=&pe
rsonid=&hintid=&queryId=a138ca59256fcd28fab2db7a0b09e733&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB2595

1&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=681591  
 

Stepmother Charlotte Hathaway Hotchkiss Lawrence –  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RXH-8QY?cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AM8BB-L8H
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RXH-8QY?cc=1488411&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AM8BB-L8H
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/104072985_04138?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a138ca59256fcd28fab2db7a0b09e733&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB25951&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=681591
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/104072985_04138?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a138ca59256fcd28fab2db7a0b09e733&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB25951&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=681591
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61442/images/104072985_04138?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=a138ca59256fcd28fab2db7a0b09e733&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB25951&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=681591
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 12 Jan 1913 p 8 

 
Death of stepmother Charlotte -- Hotchkiss Lawrence – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 
19 Jun 1913 p 2 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/239384135/?article=e8deb6fc-4d5a-4e69-

b501-b1db2de7b5ba&focus=0.5586113,0.6982493,0.692166,0.85977936&xid=3355 – 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/239384135/?article=e8deb6fc-4d5a-4e69-b501-b1db2de7b5ba&focus=0.5586113,0.6982493,0.692166,0.85977936&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/239384135/?article=e8deb6fc-4d5a-4e69-b501-b1db2de7b5ba&focus=0.5586113,0.6982493,0.692166,0.85977936&xid=3355
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 22 Jan 1913 p 8 

 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 10 Feb 1904 p 4 

 
 

Sister 
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Obituary of Ora Jennie Lawrence – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Saturday 18 May 1974 p 3 
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Funeral of sister Ora Jennie Lawrence – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer Wednesday 22 May 1974 p 2 

 
 

 
Turtle Lake MN news - “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 13 Apr 1917 p 3 

 

 
Jennie moves to Webster, Burnett WI – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Saturday 14 Apr 1917 p 3 
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Turtle Lake MN news – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 3 Mar 1921 p 2 

 

 
Turtle Lake MN news – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 29 Apr 1921 p 2 

 

 
Turtle Lake MN news  -“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Wednesday 25 May 1921 p 6 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 26 Oct 1922 p 3 

 
Stepsiblings: 
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Obituary of stepbrother Eldon Eugene Hotchkiss – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 10 

Mar 1934 p 12 
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Obituary of stepbrother Eldon Eugene Hotchkiss – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 10 

Mar 1934 p 10 
 

 
Obituary of stepsister Mary Agnes (Mae) Hotchkiss Tibbetts – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” 

Sunday 5 Mar 1916 p 8 
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Obituary of stepbrother Edward Leigh Hotchkiss, Mrs. Lyman Hoyt & Ms. Richard Conley 

misidentified as his sisters but they are his daughters – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 
11 Mar 1952 p 3 
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Obituary of stepbrother George Harvey Hotchkiss – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 17 

May 1938 p 3 
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Obituary of stepbrother Leroy Hotchkiss – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 17 Dec 1937 p 

19 
 

 
Obituary of stepsister Ada Hotchkiss Pitt – “Long Beach (CA) Sun” Friday 24 Aug 1934 p 2 

        
Name: William Dudley Lawrence 
Name variations: Dudley Lawrence  
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Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. F – private 1st class 
Serial number:  251,314 
Entered service from:  Webster City, Hamilton WI (WI Veterans Museum: from Westboro, Taylor WI) 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William D. Lawrence 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  sister Jennie Lawrence, 1003 Superior St. S., Webster City IA 
Returned from war on:  "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William D. Lawrence 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father Charles A. Lawrence, 1803 S. Superior St., Webster City IA 
(PFC, Co. F, 107th Supply Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Dudley Lawrence - b. 12 Jul 1895 Wood Co. WI; 
res: Westboro, Taylor WI. Single. Laborer, Westboro Lb. Co., Westboro WI. “Has joined Co. A – 2 
Reg. Wis. Nat Guards” – medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Dudley Lawrence - b. 12 Jul 1895 Wisconsin 
Rapids WI; res: 410 Van Buren St., Anoka, Anoka MN. NOK sister Miss Jennie Lawrence, same 
address. Employed by Foley Bros. Contractors, New Brighton, Anoka MN. On the side (vertically) is 
written the address: 1738 Jefferson St., St. Paul MN. Card is signed W.D. Lawrence. Height: 5’8 ½” – 
weight: 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address:  Turtle River MN 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, Casual Detachment, 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Jul 1895 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI (WWII draft) or Wood Co. WI (WWI draft & WI birth 
record)  
Died: 19 Feb 1985 Beltrami Co. MN  
Find A Grave record: 41502276 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
 Burial location:  Olga, Polk MN 
Cemetery:  Salem Lutheran (Eden Township) 
Tombstone: veteran flat: PFC US Army WWI     
 
Father:  Charles A. Lawrence, b. Calais, Washington Co. ME -  1 Jun 1933 Turtle Lake township, 
Beltrami MN.  Son of Harlow Lawrence (1814-1864) & Mary (b. 1814).  In the 1870 census, Charles 
(19 ME) lives in Oshkosh, Winnebago WI with his parents Harlow & Mary & 2 brothers, Harlow & 
George. He is a lumberman. – In the 1920 census, he resides in Webster City, Hamilton IA with wife 
Sarah [Whaley Dingman], both being age 56 & her daughter Mabel Dingman (age 19). - In the 1930 
census, he was living with his children, William Dudley & Ora Jennie Lawrence, in Turtle Lake, 
Beltrami MN.   
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother:  Catherine J. McDonald Lawrence, Jul 1857 St. Stephen or Scotch Ridge, Charlotte Colunty, 
New Brunswick, Canada – 25 Sep 1905 Westboro, Taylor WI. Tombstone inscribed Cathrine. 
Daughter of Donald Grant McDonald (1826-1902) & Jane (1835-1928). Her tombstone is an upright, 
split tree, inscribed “In Memoriam, Woodmen Circle.” Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Oshkosh, 
Winnebago WI. 
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Find A Grave:  117043216 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Apr 1876 Winnebago Co. WI 
 
Stepmother: Charlotte Amelia Hathaway Hotchkiss Lawrence, Feb 1852 PA – 18 Jan 1913 WI. 
Daughter of Amasa Albert Hathaway (1829-1916, buried in Corvallis OR, F: 11542775) & wife Lucy 
Ann Johnson (1831-1863), whom Amasa married on 9 Jan 1848 in NY. He is buried with his 2nd wife, 
Mary Jane Crabtree (1845-1927) whom he married 15 Aug 1865 in Kansas City KS. Amasa had 15 
children, 11 of them by his 2nd wife. 
Charlotte’s first husband was Silas Eldon Hotchkiss, Jan 1832 Canada – 9 Feb 1904 Eau Claire, Eau 
Claire WI. Silas was the son of Ezekiel Hotchkiss & Mary Eggleston. Silas is buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire Co WI, F: 181330126. They had 11 children. Her Find A Grave has 
her death date as 1931, but her obituary appeared in 1913.  Family tree at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169314615/person/312191988096/facts    
Charlotte is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 181330251 
Stepmother’s marriage:  
 
Stepmother: Sarah Lucelia Whaley Dingman Lawrence, reverted to Dingman, 21 Mar 1866 “in 
Saratoga vicinity” according to IA death certificate – 21 Aug 1947 Webster City, Hamilton IA. 
Daughter of Ebenezer George Whaley & Luna Ann Sutton. First husband was Isaac James Dingman 
(1856 IL – 1908, F: 16485852).  Nine of their children are listed on her Find A Grave record. 
After his death, she married Charles A. Lawrence. 
Buried with Isaac in Graceland Cemetery, Webster City, Hamilton IA. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave:16485709 
Stepmother’s marriage: 15 Jan 1917 Webster City, Hamilton IA. Second marriage for both.  
 
Spouse:  apparently never married 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• Ora Jennie Lawrence, 6 Sep 1887 Oshkosh, Winnebago WI – 17 May 1974 Bemidji, Bemidji 
MN. Buried in Turtle Lake Township Cemetery, Bemidji, Beltrami MN. F: 118164708 

 
Stepsiblings: from his stepmother Charlotte Hathaway Hotchkiss’s marriage to her 1st husband, 
Silas Eldon Hotchkiss: 

• Eldon Eugene Hotchkiss, 30 Aug 1867 WI – 9 Mar 1934 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI but not on Find A Grave as of 25 Jul 2021.  

• Mary Agnes Hotchkiss Tibbetts, 3 Apr 1869 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 2 Mar 1916 Eau 
Claire, Eau Claire WI. Wife of Myron Tibbetts (1870-1945). Resident Eau Claire WI Jun 1913. 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI but not on Find A Grave as of 25 Jul 
2021. 

• Frederick Marvin (Fred) Hotchkiss, 7 Nov 1870 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 1955. SSN 392-
26-0781. Husband of Matilda Redmond (1872-1932, F: 93817556), whom he married 3 Jul 
1889 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F; 
93817605 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169314615/person/312191988096/facts
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• Jennie Hotchkiss Joyce, 1872 WI – 28 Oct 1930. Lived in Wheaton, Chippewa WI with 
husband Peter Joyce (1860-1946). Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
WI. F: 133343568 

• Ada Hotchkiss Pitt, ca. 187 WI - 23 Aug 1934 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA. Wife of Richard 
H. Pitt (1860 IL – 1954, F: 53497284), whom she married 3 Jul 1889 in Eau Claire, Eau Claire 
WI. He was the son of Charles W. Pitt & Elizabeth Boyce. Ada & Richard divorced. They had 
6 children (on an Ancestry.com family tree). She moved to CA 12 years before her death, 
while Richard lived in Eau Claire WI.  

• Alice Veronica Hotchkiss Ogden, 1876 – 21 Jul 1953 Goodhue Co. MN. Wife of Edward 
Pitman Ogden (1867-1942). Resident Weston WI Jun 1913 & May 1938.Buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 96093282 

• Leroy (“Roy”) Hotchkiss, 1878 MO – 16 Dec 1937 Janesville, Rock WI. Husband of Emma J. 
(1888-1946). Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Janesville, Rock WI. F: 12036405 

• George Harvey Hotchkiss, 28 Feb 1882 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 14 May 1938 Eau Claire 
Co. WI (Douglas County Sanatorium). Husband of Pearl Edith Hazen (1882-1929). Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 90165371 

• Edward Leigh Hotchkiss, Jan 1884 WI – 10 Mar 1952 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Husband of 
Nettie E. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 101188158 

• Wallace Acy (“Walter”) Hotchkiss, 19 Sep 1886 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 27 Mar 1952 San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA. Husband of Bertha Minnie Strobel (1889-1925). Buried in 
Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F; 87839785 

• Benjamin Harrison Hotchkiss, 12 Oct 1892 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – 30 Nov 1955 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Husband of Helen Gertrude Ludvigson (1893-1973). Buried in 
Forest Hill Cemetery, Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. F: 90165408 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Des Moines Evening Tribune" 13 Feb 1918 p 3 - photo -  son of Mr. & Mrs. C.D. Lawrence of 
Webster City IA, was unaccounted for, for several days. His parents got a War Department 
telegram that he was safe in Ireland. Enlisted Marshfield WI.  

 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
  
Social Security number:  472-07-1835 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI – his future stepmother 
Silas Hotchkiss, 43 Canada, father b. NY, mill hand 
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Charlotte, 29 WI 
Eldon, 12 WI 
Mary, 11 WI 
Freddie, 9 WI 
Jennie, 8 WI 
Ada, 6 WI 
Alice, 3 WI 
Le Roy, 1 WI 
1900 Westboro, Taylor WI 
Charles Lawrence, 49 ME, May 1851, father b. MA, mother b. ME, married 23 years, day laborer 
Catherine J., 42 ME, Jul 1857, parents b. ME, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Jennie O., 12 WI, Sep 1887, at school 
Dudley, 4 WI, Jul 1895 
 
1905 WI state census – Westboro, Taylor WI – conducted 1 Jun 1905 – his mother Catherine dies 25 
Sep 1905 
Charles Lawrence, 56 ME, parents b. ME, laborer 
Catherine, 50 ME 
Ora, 17 WI 
Dudley, 10 WI 
 
1910 Westboro, Taylor WI – his father is married to Charlotte Hathaway Hotchkiss 
Charles Lawrence, 58 ME, father b. MA, mother b. ME, in 2nd marriage, laborer, odd jobs 
Charlotte, 58 WI, father b. NY, mother b. VT, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 11 are living 
[wife] 
Dudley, 14 WI, father b. ME, mother b. Canada [son] 
George, 56 ME, father b. MA, mother b. ME, single, laborer, odd jobs [brother]  
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Turtle Lake, Beltrami MN 
William D. Lawrence, 34 WI, single, father b. ME, mother b. Canada, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran 
Charles A., 79 ME, widow, parents b. MA [father] 
Ora J., 42 WI, single, father b. ME, mother b. Canada 
 
1940 Turtle Lake, Beltrami MN – same place in 1935 
William D. Lawrence, 45 WI, carpenter, building construction 
Jennie O., 51 WI [sister] 
 
 


